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THOU SHALT MOT COVET. 
January 31, 1904 • 

The laws o:t the first table are the laws of man 1 s duty to God. 

The laws of the eecond table are the laws of man's duty to mDn. The Tenth 

Commandment is o. law for man unt-b himself. 

I have considered the Com:mand..�ents as laws of right living. I 

believe that they are based upon human neeessi ty. I do not question that 

obedience to the Colll!l1andments brinp rich blessings to mankind. The Com--· 

IUUldllenta are not laws for the ancient Hebrews, nor for the old Land of 

Promise. They are la•s univeraal. Laws for every age and for every country. 

11 Thou Shalt Not Covet II is a law to mankind 8.'-' ooncezms hil!lself • :la the world 

free from sin?. Surely there is enough covete,e,usnes,s in ta• trnrld. It is the 

secret of unhappiness. It is the ea.use of the violation of most of the other 

Comr.iandments. It is tte law of the heart. 

I• the Oelll!!!eJ'\dment unnecessary? The world is full of eoveteoue-

nes,s - envy, causing unha;ppiness -· social envy, causing social unhappiness and 

social meanness - profes�ional envy, marring the •thios of every profession -

and business envy, reaponaible for out-throat conpeti tion, ... sociol covettoous-
the 

nes destrGy�uprightness of nature's otherwise honest,- Politioal coveteous-

ness stirring false ar1bitions, - Religious coveteousneaa creating unkind 

riva;].ries. 

Coveteousnesa is re!ponaible for the averioe and greed and money-.

3etting f!ll)irit, 3%1.d the aelfiahness and ambition of the world today. l"arrar

quotee the Roman poet, "To what do■t thou not compel the breats of man, ourHd

izuapr for gold11 l Felix Adler says modern society i a 11Infli trated with the

money-getting idea". 

Weal th i s  not an evil and the possession of weal th is :not a.it evil 

• 
and the desire to possess wealth i• not evil. Sensible �en have no feeling 

against riohea -- riches ea.med vii th honor n d pent in honor. 

Yet is there truth in the old proverb tJ•at 11:U:oney is the root of all 
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Evil". Coveteoumees is the toot of dishonesty. 

Capital and Labor are coveteous. The poor covet the belongings. 

and the power or the rich, and the poor are against the rich. The rich 

covet the labor and the eaminga of the poor., and the rich grind the poor. 
, the 

Coveteousness and selfishness are behinaisooial discontent that array c�pital 

e.gainat labor and labor against oapi tal. Agi ta.tors appeal to the coveteousneas 

and selfishness in our natures to arous us to a sense of illjustioe because 

o� the unequal d·stribution of lite'• treasures and bleasinga. Ofttimes this

discontent is wholly unjustified. It is borne of coveteoumess. s ... tiu■ 

there is just disoontent with the conditions of life u.nd of labor. What i9 

it other than coveteousneas and selfish greed that suffer hUl!1an beings to 

perish in unsanitary tenements, or he ita.tes n t to endanger life rather 

pay the prioe of h'Ulllan safety. 

Nationa., too, ain neainst the law of coveteou311 ss. The orimes of 

oiillz�d nations in China and in South Afriea , what mean thy? What oauses 

the war cloud that now darkens the Eastern world and threatens the peaoe of man­

kind? Luat for territory, greed for gold, e.xpension of commerce, inoreal!!e of 

power and dominion. Are we of Aaerioa al together guiltless? 

The Tenth Commanement is the commandment of the heart; a law against 

outward aeemin� - a law of the inward being. Let there not be pretenae to, 

nobility and fine s ntiment and then ignoble passion and mean thow.ghts. 

Thousands are not :master of the heart end the spirit. They lead a double lite, 

11 before the world o.nd one within the heart. Man should be mast er of hi elf. 

What we think, we are. Our thoughts ll%X deter�ine our aetions. Give 

neble thougl ts to the mind and noble works to the hand. Offer to men and women 

neba.• ideals and noble purpeaes. Seek and find ble associations, 

teach the irnple life and •11Phuize by prempt ad by praotioe the l!imple ideals. 
.... -- • • lo 

Teaoh 811d live the gospel of work and the gol!J)el of peaoe. These are the ba■is 

of content. The influenoe of our homes should be against ooveteoumess� 
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The world is struggling toward the f;Ood, upward to righteousness. The 

history of 1nan ha• not been a hiatory of goodness. There have blen short-comings 

enough, Mankind ia seeking the right. It is the work of all men and all woJ!en, 

not only of the *•&oher1 of religion. Vital int r sts �re at stake. e must

eatabliah and safeguard a sabbath :for man; the •••Uty of life and of property; 

the purity of home and of tamily.; Jionor and truth and a pure heart. Every 

man a.Jld every 1reman must make oiaion either for or againat these. Th re i 

appointment or duty to every human being, to the atrong and to the weak, eaoh 

one aooording to hi• knowledge and hi• power. The Commandments are the laws of 

right living • 
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