
 

 3101 Clifton Ave, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
 513.487.3000 

AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 

MS-53: Moses J. Gries Papers, 1850-1934 (bulk 1890-1930). 
Series D:  Sermons and Addresses, 1893-1917, undated. 

 

 

 
 

 
Box     Folder   Item 
  4                10             6 

 
 

“The Religion of Israel,” undated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information on this collection, please see the finding aid on the  
American Jewish Archives website. 

 

 



• 

.. _ 

before all tho worJ.d at· 1s::raeJ. · s age-oia J.J.re, age-o.ra rartn, ana age-oJ.a. 

victory. The years that pass are witness to the nuriber of Israel's years. 

Contrast Israel's 4,000 years with Ar.lerica's 400 years. Israel is forty 

centuries old, the United States but one century. What people has so 

ancient a history; what religion so ancient a lalvt Forty centuries of 

life--forty c�nturies in touch with the history of nations--forty oenturies_ ........ ___ _ 

close to the heart of civilization. 

What nenories it speaks to the thoughtful and wh�t warning 

to the thoughtless. Menories to the thoughtful! Israel knew the nightiest 

enpiras of human history--Chaldea and Egypt, Babylon, Assyria and Syria, 

Greece and Rome. Israel lived ruiid a civilization buried thousands of yearz 

ago, which has waited these long centuries to be rediscovered. Read the 

history of the world. 

And warning to the thoughtless--fl warning to all \Vho see 

Israel living today at1id the great nations. Renenber tho age-long history 

of Israel, and pause before you pass judgnent upon Israel's destiny. 

The world decla.I115�udaisn a dead religion. We ourselves 

la�ent that Judaiso does not vitalize the life of the Jew.The Jew, born of

a race that has lived and died for religionJ the Jew, founder of religions, 

the world's teacher of moral law, is not religious in faith, in thought, 

in life. What of the future'l What of Judaism in the days to cone? From 

�ithout speaks the judgnent--J'udaism ic dead. Fron within sounds the cry, 

Turn back; Aoerican Judaien has developed in the wrong direction; reform 

has gone too far--it has failed. Therefore, indifference and neglect. 

Judaiso is not dead and the futuro of Judaism will witnoss 

no turning back from the way which Anerican Israel has chosen. Orthodoxy, 

with its laws and custons and ritual, and more especially with its spirit, 

is not destined to be a world religion--will never be the religion of the 

future of the Jew and non-J'ew. Judaism, arrayed in its oriental wrappings, 

-I:leJ.ded-by- oiddle-age perse-out±ons, ±s unf'itt-e-a.-"f'or-- ooci.dent-al- life and-the

spirit of oooidental freedom. Those of Israel who today are crying, 1 Turn

back;" who today emphasize nost strongly traditional and historical institu­

tions and custoos, fail truly to interpret the signs of th9 ti.me; they nisUH-
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derstand the spirit of this age and this generation. Not baokward to the 

past, but ever forward with eye and heart and soul to the future. Judaisn 

oust be face to face with life and life's problems. Its deep enphasis 

is not upon rendering of texts of tho Bible, nor upon interpretation of 

11 !" 

spirit and of Jewish ideals. Fron the tenple should stream forth the 

noral force whinh should bring uplift to tho hunan race. I believe in the 

open temple, to be a social center for us, the not poor in fortune; as the 

social settlenent is the center for the poor in fortune, disadvantaged by 

the circunstances of' Jife. We, the not poor in fortune, not disadvantaged 

by w�rldly circuostance, are often too poor in spirit and idealism. Here 

in the tenple let us be moved by purest feelings; here thittl{ the highest 

thoughts; here let life be inspired by·principles honest and purposes un­

selfish. 

The tenple is a living witness to a spiritual and not a 

naterial Israel. It is the visible winoss and representative of all the 

altars and tenples and �agogues of all the centuries of Israel's history • 

It is the living witness to Israel,:s spiritual purpose and Israel's 

spiritual power. A thousand years stood hhe glorious temple of Israel, 

the templeo of Solomon and Ezra, and Neheniah, and Herod; and two thousand 

years our hunble synagogues have stood everywhere throughout the world. 

Every new templo in Israel is tho synbol of the perpetual alter whose 

perpetual power has never ceased to burn. Physically the Jew has been 

overwhelned; spiritually the Jew is triunphant; it is his only triumph; 

any other victory would be defeat and disaster. 

This is the oonunoqa.l epoch of te1::1ple building--t,he stone 

-t• 

of our tonple 1 s nonunent, the survival and the strength of Israel. Important 

is not the dead stone, but the living sririt; valueless the dead trunk, giant 

survivor of the king of the forest, if +.hor3 be no life within it. Magni­

ficent are tho sanotuarios of Israel, too often nausoleun1of the dead, 

not temples open to Jife and living. Our tenples are speldid physically, 

and s�d their opportunities and possibilities. OLr congregations 

hold latent wonderful power in their hundreds of men und wonen and 

children. The mighty engine needs stean to drive the giant wheels; our 

"".,..""" Tn T"" T;'TM'P\ ~TT'J fc::,TTT Tn .TC.TTNC!TJT. QfT'\ 'RAT.tOU .rno O'l. ~U~l:T DU'S 
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oongregations need the spirit power, the souls of nen and ,vonen and 

• • -; .. children, to be the soU:l povror of +,ho tenple.

Oongregations and temples glory in their successes. Thay 

measure it by growth, by nunber of nenbership e.nd hosts of children, by 

f'inanciul strength and freedon fron debt. A congrego.tion is not a roal 

success, does not do its appointed work until the tenple helps to nake 

our li·ves, our families, our hones a success; until out of the temple 

their comes o. spirH,ual uplift and noral power, religious ii ves and religiOIB 

character. The congregation is a success which creates hones with a 

spiritual atm6sphero, and nobler ideals; which trains a raco of nen to 

moral cheer and moral courage and makes then stronger and happier through 

all the difficulties and burdens of life. 

The temple is witness before all the \Vor ld of the Jews' 

loyalty to Judaism. It proclaims what the Jew has done in history, what 

contribution he has nade to the civilization of the ,world. 

The Jew today is tho living representative of the 100

generations of' Israel. Four thousand years old, he is 4,000 years young. 

lie lives �ot baoauae of'night, or of' nUl'lber. The old biblical phopijecies 

that Israel should be o.s the sand of the sea and the stars of the heaven 

have never found fulfill:t1ont. Israel's powor is spiritual and not physical; 

Israel's triumph is spiritual and not physical. This is tho meaning of the 

Maccabean story of this feast of dedication. The Syrian hosts were many 

and nighty, the Judaa.ns were weak and few. The few and weak triumphed over 

the :t1any and nighty. The strength of Israel was the strength not of force 
and 

of' arms, but the all-conquoring power of tho spiritAof the soul. There have 

been nany peoples nighty than Israol and nations more nW!lerous; they have 

aged and they have declined; they have passed away. 

The Jew was when Egypt built her nagnificent tenples and 

tombs and pyranids; the Jew 1vas when Babylon reared her wonderful palaces 

and walls and her beautiful hanging gardens; the J ev, was \vhen Rone was 

founded upon the seven hills; the Jew was vrhen •out of Greece a young Alexarxier 

vrent forth to conquer the world. There \Vere giants in th_ose days; these 

are th0 groat nan.es of the great people of antiquity and of all of history. 

�---=�=-!A�n�d::..,:t�h�o::._breat nations of' Europe, of nedieval and of modern tines--England
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and France, Spain and Portugal, Gernany and Italy, and Russia, persecuted, 

tortured, expelled and slaughtered their unfortunate Jews. How true the song 

of the poet .Byron: 

Tribes of the wandering foot and weary 
breast 

Hpw shall ye flee away and be at rest?

The wild doe hath her nest, the fox his 
cavo 

Hankind their country--Israel but the 
grave. 

Israel but the grave! The great nations of antiquity are 

only nenories now; Israel ·1ives and lives with power. The pyranids stand 

as sentinels fronting the sands of the deoert: tho beautiful hanging gardens 

and palaces have long since been buried beneath the ruins; tho Parthenon 

cro,vns the Acropolis, s�11:1.b0l of vanished glory; the Foruri stan<ls in the old 

Capital city of Rome, and nearby tho arch of Titus, erected to coI:Jnemorate 

-

speak of Roman pride and Ronan EOWer and Ronan splendor that are no nore. 

Jerusaleum, too, is fallen; and has been rebuilt; but the tenple of the God 

of Israel stands not on tho hill of Zion. The jew lives alone of all the 

peoples of antiquity, child of the ancient world race, unquestiopably the 

most wonderful race in hlil.man history. Forty centuries old, in the nidst of 

all the people of the earth; forty centuries old in history law and custom. 

Forty centuries young--young 1·,i th power, with enthusiasm, with idealisn and 

devotion to God. 

Judaisn is 4,000 years old--Judaism is 4,000 years young--

4,000 years old, but its heart is not congealed. It responds to every in­

vironnent, it assimilates every civilization, it accepts every new truth. 

Judaism is hold in history and tradition, in forms and ceremmnies; it seens 

enwrapped in a shroud of death; but stripped qf the nunny wrappings it is 

found not dead nor dying, but living. Within the last half century, within 

the memory of living nen, Judaisn has passed through a refornation and a 

transfornation in this land under the leadership of Isaac Mayer Wise, the 

naster figure in Anerican Israel, the father of your chosen leader, Judaisn 

experiencod a refornation which ,vould have been th'3 death of a religion less 

·sound and less vigorous of heart.

Judaisn is the old mother of religions in this twentieth 

century, emphasizing a new age--the age of old Jewish �achings. It. pro-

-
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clams the unity of God and the unity of all life and all history. It 

teaohes that God rules, not a tribal and not a Palestinian God, not a God 

of the Hebrews, but one God of all the universe. God is the father and nan 

is the son of God--<)vary man is the son of God. It does not hum.anize deity, 

it does not deify hum.anity. It proclains man, created in the image of God­

m an under a divine appointnent---a moral, reeponaible being. It emphasizes 

the dignity of man; the human race is not lo.st and nations are not doomed. 

Judaism has no faith in a fallen hunanity, but in rising htll!lan kind. 

Pour thousand years young, in every age influenced by and in­

fluenoing life and thought. ·It taught the civilized world to interpret life 

and history ethically. It taught nankind that the conduct of individuals 

and the conduct of nations are to be weighed in the aoales of justice. The 

ethical ideals and tho ethical hopes which arr the ideals and hopes of in­

telligent men and wonen in our age , C&J:le out of Egypt or Babylon or cultured 
Greece or conquering Rome; they c8lle out of the :f'UndBllental moral laws 
taught in ancient Judea. The world's passion for purity and hilinesa, man­
kind Is thirst for God and hunger for righteousness are bom of Israel • 




