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April &, 1917.

THE PASSOVER OF FREEDOM,

LR EVIR N RN R R ]

The Tews of Russia have celebrated their first true Passover of

Freedom, the first Passover free from tyrany, free from the Russian
days of oppression, free from the fearful night watching, and all
Israel, for almost the first time in two thousand years, has cele-
brated a trua Passover of Freedom; a Passover of Freedom where the
millions of Israel have felt themselves free from the yoke and the
xzhae shackels and the chains. How wonderful this Passover is! how
marvelous this day of fresdom! You will fully comprehend this if, for
the moment, vou make a contrast of this present Passover with the for-
m2r Passovers in medieval times, or with the Passovers in modern

' Yot
times in a land like Russia; Af a@ make a contrast with the time of
the btlood accusation,when Yendel Bilas stood accused by the Governor
of Russia with having foully slain a Christian child in order to se-

e ayf malle o

cure tlood for the Jewish Passovegjgj! wexpcontrast with that condition
of only a few years ago, wh2n the whole people of Israel and our old,
historic, honored Tudaism stond slandered with the charge of ritual
murder. Now for the first time Israel celz2brates a Passover free

from this teror, free from these medisval and ancient horrors, fraes

from all the anxious days of trial and the fearful nights of watching.



Need I remind you of Kischeneff, need I remind you of that story
again and those bitter experiences of modern days? Need I speak with
the words of a Russian, as Zangwill has put it for his people,--~-the

, as he describ%es it? - Are we the first people to crush

down the Jew?" Yo! from the dawn of history you have stamped upon
him, the Egyptians, the Syrians, the Persians, the Babylonians, the
Greeks and the Romans. And the Jew, the young David answers, "Yes,

it is true, even Christianity did not fail to manifest its hatred,

hut only when Holy Church arose b.¢ X
and not until Holy Russia arose wara X L d
But it is too much, delivered from Eqypt thousand

years ago, to e slaves, Russian slaves, today. The Russian Kis-
cheneff and names 1liks unto it -- may the pograms inspired against
the Jews, and 2xacted with the aid and under the authority and with
the protection of the Russian Government, from this 3day forth b2 only
memoriesg of horror for ths Jews of Russia and for Israel a%t large.

Since the days of Augustus, since the days of . more than

three thousand years ago, since the days of the mighty Pharaah ruler
of an ancient world, Israel has ever heen awaiting a new Bynguax:itazx
Exudus, ever hoping for a new destruction of a new Pharaoh. Oh,

wonderful people, never to surrendar at some time! Oh, wonderful



" . pecple, wonderfully sustainad in thy faith that God will make Israel
free! And as six hundred thousand men marched ou*t of Egypt, so have
we ever hoped tn do at some time; so have we ever hoped for the day

that the six millions in Russia will at last ke set free.
And again

a day of history comes, the proof and the witness that thrones will
totter and dynasties decay and tyranies go straight on to their own
destruction. The Czar Micholas passes from the thrown unwep*, un-
honored and unsung; scarce a friend.among all the nations of the
world; scarce a defender among all thes leaders of mankind; scarce one
so poor as to do him honor and reverence. Wonderful, is it not, that
a whole people of 170 millions, ons of the mightiest peoples of the
whole earth, has teen set free®” Wonderful, is it not, that from a
vast empire nine millions of square miles in extent the yoke has Yeen
lifted, and no longer are the slaves in the shackels, or thz chains
tound and fettered upon the 1limb%s of *ths servants and serfs? Wonder-
ful, is it not; that one-sixth of th=s total Ezx=ispxamtx area of the
whole globe now has become the advocate to the causs of human freedon,
to say nothing of those that are left here in America® It is a new
epoch in the history of human-kind.

The month of March of the y=sar 1917 }s thz %eginning of a new

epoch in the whole history of the nations of ths earth. It marks the



bteginning of a new era of human freedom, a new democracy of the peo-
rle, a steady forward advance on bkehal? of modern civilization. Have
you ever thought of the advance of human freedom. Within a little
more than a half century we have had great emancipations. We have
had an emancipation in Brazil a little more than a half century ago.
We have had the emancipation of the serfs in Russia and we have had
the emancipation of the black slaves in these United States. Have
you ever thought of the revolutionary forces at work within the last
decade of our human history? Within the last decade of our human
history there have been mighty revolutions in nations and empires, in
Turkey, in Portugal, in China, in Persia, and now in Russia. These
revolutions come avout by forces from within and not by forces from
without. ™o not telieve, as some would declare, that the revolution
in Russia is n;w a justification of the great world war with all its
world of suffering and all its world of slaughter. It is not truly
accurate thus to declare that th2 revolution in Russia, in weight,
significance and revolutionary advance for human frsedom, is the re=-
sult of fighting for human freedom on tehalf of the great nations of
the world.

speak

I am compelled to remind you that we must, spmziakkxy welcome

to the new enthusiast for democracy in Russia. We have been fighting



~ for democracy in Russia for generations past. We have Yeen speaking
in protest of Russian cruelty these many years. 3ut our message has
not %een heard or heeded. We cannot forget there have been always
those among the great nations willing %o make allegiance with tyrany,
willing to ke apologists and willing to %2 defenders of deviltries
at the same time. Have we forgotten that there were those who were
always silent concerning Russia's crimes and cruelties? Need you b%e
reminded that our great American Press, which has %een so strongly
liverty loving and so strongly daring and opposing, has %een so often
silent concerning Russian crimes and cruslties. Ah! how well we Kknow
how apologists have spoken for the beaurocratic regime and the Czar
Heed.
Nicholas. %waw I remind you that the powerful London Times and its.
special correspondents, often during war times have spoken of Jewish
disloyalty and Jewish treason in Russia, and thereby have explained
Russia's crimes against our own people? Need I ramind you of the
courage of a man like Zangwill, honor te to his name, who darzd to
speak for the English puklic, who dared to speak to the whole neutral
Thal
world ~mise dared to make this alliance between nations democratic
and nations not democratic, btu* despotic? Need I to remind you that
a man like Ceorge Bernard Shaw had kteen at his place side by side

with Zangwill x x X



TheQe are George Bernard Shaw's words, written very recently, when he
says our alliance with the Czar was felt to be a disgrace, and he
speaks on %ehalf of the liberal minds and people in Great Britain and
England. If you woudd know the true significance %
the words spoken Ly the never to %e forgotten Count Lyoff Tolstoi,
who wrote years ago: "The French people will lose prestige by becoming
x X
But, thank God, that the Romanoffs, who ruled and mangled Russia
these 300 years with the bloody fist and spur -- it seems almost im-
possitle to be true now -- *the scepter has %heen wrested from their
hands, and their power has been broken forwever, I hope,--forever,
I bYelieve. Thank God it was almost a bloodless revolution. We have
heard no stories concerning the anarchists and nihilists with horrible
tales of assassination. Thank God that the provisional government
has come into power, lead and guided, so we are told, %y those who
know Russia best,- by tha most gifted and mnost competent and most
elevated leaders in Russia. Russia today for the first +ime in 300
years 1is being ruled by its true rulers. Russia today for the first
time is bYeing ruled by tho=:e who are hob%le in intellect, no%le in

their hearts, and notle also in their spirit and purpose. Hear the

ukase first proclaimed by the provisional government! It sounds like



- a message of freedom to mankind yielding to the| imperial demands of

» X
»f\In the name of justice and in cormemoration of

the national geniug,
the advent and triumph of the new regime, founded upon liberty,
equality, with order of general political amnesty. And in response

to that wonderful proclammtion, out of the Siberian prisons and out

of Siverian exile *thousands upon thousands are pouring forth, getting
their lirerty back, tc the kteloved Russia for which they dared to
fight and suffer, the political prisoners and exiles, the thousands
sent to Siberia without trial or with only the mockery of trials in
years past. I question whether in the history of any civilized nation
we could read a story like this which we heard but recently concern-
ing Russia and Sibheria.> I know no%t whether it is true or not,--that
when the messagse came to those Siberian cities of horrors, that many
with the 3EX shacksls still upon thezir limbs, finding no blacksmiths
to strike th2 chains from their limbs, celebrated a banquat in commem-
cration of M¥=x the =sta%lishment of the republic with the chains still
dangling upon their 1limbs and celebrated it in the Governor's palace.
Anid from that Siberia there comes back to the Capitol the grand

mother of ths rsvolution Batska, now 74 y=zars old, who has

spent 44 years in prison and in exile.- Her words, I believe, are

"Russia Yuilt prisons instead of schools,"--who when she returned to



- Russia, the land of liberty, pleaded not for b%lood and for vengeance
against the tyrants that had oppressed her and her people, but in the
truest spirit she plaaded for Y%ooks and education for the masses.
» X

The Russian manifesto of freedom,and constituent Assembly will pledge
fundamental laws guaranteeing therights, equality and libverty of the
people. Tt reads almost like our own Declaration of Independence
with its inalienatle rights to 1ife, li%erty and the pursuit of happi-
ness, guaranteeing the irmutakle rights of equality and liverty. The

to cease,
0old persecutions are, mxexxamsxpax%, not alone the persecutions of the
Jews, tut also the persecutions of %
and the vast milliond of Mahormmedans scattzred through the Russian
Empire , to ceas= from now on forever --

the adagfation of the rights guaranteed to Finland; the injustice of

the subjections of the Poles, and the and the Croatians

and the millions who have known subjection under Russian rule. The

time hras come for freedom. The time has come for education. The

time has come for opportunity to ths peasant millions who were emanci=-

pated from serfdom more than half a century ago, for all those who

have never known education or opportunity or literty.

How well the words spoken by Paul HMilkoff, now Military Governor

of Russia, giving assurance of ths removal of the disabilities cover-



ing the Jews. How horrible that story of Russia's treatment of the
Jews, with its piling up of system urnon system, the confining of the
life of the Tews within their own native land. Russia has treated her
native Jews, who called Russia their fathserland, as though they were
aliens and outcas%*s within the land of their %irth. Not only have
they teen outlawed by the law, but by the government, and the govern-
ment not only outlawed them, but have created su=picion and fostered
distrust and inspired hatred that led to ths destruction of Israel
within Russia.

We owe our debt of gratitude to the %rave spirits who dared to
stand up for and in defense of our Jewish brethren. Just their de-
fencelessness invited attack and cruelty. We owe our debt of grati-
tude to all of them,--%to the great liberal leaders and the radicals
in Russia like unto Maxim Gorky, who dared to write "On our conscience
the shameful stain of Jewish wrong". In that stain thers is a dread-
ful array of false charges and numberless pograms. But was it not
Gorky who here, in America, %eing questioned in our metropolis of
New York, gave answer that he was most impressed, not by the might
of the tridges, not by the marva2lous, not by the gigantic skyscrapers
that 1ifted themselves to the very heights of the sky, but that he was

most impressed by the people, the fact that the people stand erect,-



they. do not cringe; Thank God! it may kte said that now, after 300
years, the people in Russia stand erect; they do not cringe.

Russia is well rid of the Czar Nicholas; free from the beauro-
cratic regime which so long governed Russia. Russia has a nsw record
to make in the history of the world. Oh, how it should ring through
the world! Long live free Russia!

And to you in America, I say especially, it is impossible for
us to estimate truly the influence upon Jewish 1life and history.

This revolution in Russia, with its new btirth of freedom for the

Jews and for all of Russia, will revolutionize the probtlems of the
Jew in every free land. Nay, more, I believe that it will compel
freedom for the Jews in the lands where they are no*t wholly free,--

in lands like Roumania and Gr and Persia, and all the rest.
This revolution in Russia marks the beginning of the real solution of
the protlem within which persecution will cease during the close of
the 19th and the dawn of the 20th Century; the solution of the problem
within which persecution will not %te in Palestine--will not b%e in
America; the solution of the problem that this persecution will be

but a whisper in Russia itself. The future of the Jew in Russia, that
Russia for which the Jews sent four hundred thousand men, who were

allowed the right to fight and the right to die on hehalf of their



flag and country, that Russia at last will give to those Jews equal
freedom and rights, that they may b%e Russian subjects like their
fellowmen. I know not whether you feel the significance of it as I
do, but since the fall of Jeruselem in the yearQlBVQ.of the cormon
era, more than 1900 years; since the destruction of our national life

under the power of the all-conquering Romans, T %elieve there has

been no event in our Jewish history that has so definitely exercised

a revolutionary influence upon Jewish life and history. President
Wilson but recently, in making the %eautiful and noble acknowledgement
of the magnificent gift tendered to ths suffering Jews, led by Julius
Rosenwald, a prince in America, when Julius Rosenwald offered to

raise ten milliofis to the cause of the suffering Jews, he stated that
he would give one million if the Jews of this land would give their

nine millions. President Wilson said: "

No need for me *+9 paint for you your suffering and world horror and

world catastrophe; tut I do emphasize for every young man and woman

present, that the oXligation for the suffering Jews is our obligatilon.

It is upon the JTews of America, and no sacrifice which we could make

could possibly %2 too great, and no money which we could give would

ever te too much."



The Tews of Russia must rebuild their 1ife, they must rebuuld
their homes and villages and institutions, and thay must rebuild the
whole organization, the whole 1ife of the Jewish people, in order
that, when the days go, they must prove themselves to te really obli-
gated to Russia and the Russian people for having set thsm free. The
Jews must justify themselves under freedom. Freedom must prove to
them not only a b%lessing, not only a blessing for the Jews, %ut also
of Kussia as well. It is the gr=at opportunity of history. The
yoke has been broken. I trust the yoke has %een broken forever. It
is ths great opportunity of 2ll history, affecting far morse powerfully
than you dream of the 1life of every Jew averywhsre throughout the
world. The yoke has ©e2en wroken; th=z shackels and chains that have
fettered the 1ife of the Jews these thousands of years are cast off,
and today, the Jews are free,--frzer throughout the world than they
nave ever b3gn free thass 1900 yesars past. 1 %elieve, laoking for-
ward to the years of the future, the tims is coming, when through this
casting off of the chains and shackels of Russian despotism we will
have destroyed 2vary on2 of the roots entitled Czarism, no* alone in
Russla, tut throughout the world. It is %th2 emancipation of six
millions of men, women and children like unto ourselves, in one of

the greatest nations, and it is ona of the grsatest achievements in



Athé life story of history.

I thank God that I havs lived within the years of my own ninis-
try to tehold this dream and hope of all ths years past. It always
seemed 1ik2 a duty to me these ysars past, that we herz in America,
who are free, should fight the fight on %o the end, that our kLrother
should be free as we ars free. A thousand %wurdens and difficulties
may yet oppress their lives, “ut, thank God, they are free, and *the
yoke is braoken, the chains and shack2ls sundered forever. We rejoice
that freedom has com2 to Russia, *the greatest smpire, save China, on
the history of the ecarth. We thank God that freedom has com2 to the
Russian people, kRQyRWMxANMx one hundrad and seventy millions strong--
one hundred and seventy millions! save China, the most numerous
nation on the face of the world. We thank God that freedom has comne
to those millions and to this vast empire, and that now this land
and this people is dedicated and consecratsd *to the cause of light
and liberty. We pray for the time whaen light will come, not alone
to those millions, %ut %o all ths nations of the world. We pray for
the time whan the yoke and the burden of war will be 1ifted from the
Yody and spirit of the nations. We pray that peace will coma to the
nations of the world. Oh, what a mockery, in a time 1liks the present,

to celebrate the Easter! %hat a mockery to celebrat2s a Rassover with



1

“rthdir messag2 of a Massiah yet to come! The Messiah has not yet
come to th2 world -- cannot come to the world. Messianie times will
never come on sarth--will never come until recognized %y men and
recognized by the nations,- until that day when righteousness is
enthroned, whsn justice will %e established and peace will blass the
lives of the millions upon carth. In that day thare will %e a true

Passover of Freedom.





