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Rabbi GTiea 
At The Teaple 

Eve ot Ateaement 
·och~r 4th., 1908 

!he A~•at 

!lie character of I •l"aal •• dt:.y ot judf,lat i • a •'triking revelatio of tu 

spirit of Judaiall. !he oentral idea o:t Chria•t1anity is' nankind'a' aton•ent from sin. 

·central to Jewish thought is the aagni:f1oent ic!ea of the at-onement ot mankind. It 

is not chance •hich appoints tr..e i1ub'ilee., proolaiaing libert1 throughout the land, 

tor the great Day of Atonmnent. !he day ot judpent demand•' at-on•ent .-i th God and 

at-onement 1ri th nan., but i tlf theme and parpo• e is• larger than the indiTidual. On 

that dq"God rill be one and his· name oneu • 

Bold •as the "!ia•1on or the prophets· ot Is-rael. In the ugnitioent 

orations· ot thos-e olf Hebrew preaohera., Ial"ael., a ~l nation and in Oll)ti~i ty., 

drea1!ui of the at-onement of Jl8%lkind. It it is J19!8r to beoome true., vain have been 

the Je'lri11h loyalty and llartyrdom of the centuries. It is the belief and the hope 

and the purpoae of Israel. 1!is marvelous· that Jen, pa-e·eouted and oppress·ed through 

the many centuries, have continued to treas\ll"e this fdeal of the at-·onement of man..'ldnd. 

Ia· it a poa•sibili ty in the face of the seeningl.7 aria•mg ticle- ot neo-, 

nationalima., rl th 1 ts' glorification of the nationalia•Uo IIPiri t., em:pbasidng the 

dis'tinction of petty nationalities· and detulaining the unif'ioo.tion of great empires·? 

Pfy'en our Jewish leaders ha'!• been aisle4 by ita• atpell to encourage the 1'6'!i'!al of the 

nationalistic Isl"ael. !he unif'ioation of all races· and ot all nations' and ot all 

religions seams· impossible. !r..e a~t ia• w be not o:r blood or dominion or 

worship., but an at-oneaent o:f' the apiri t. 

l!anifest • till is the oonfliot ot raoea· and the ••trite of nations and the 

rivalrr ot religions' t"' the oonfliot of raoes· tor the mastery of the earth [ioio! the s·tr:1:fe 

of nations· in the oonques·t of the world and the riralrr or religions' tor triUII.Ph 

• among the nations·~, a riTall"J that oer-atepa the bomclaff lines of friendship and 

lo~e., as· when protestant passion invokes· the law to maintain catholic diaabili ty., 

prohibi Ung a religious· procession in tree Engl.end in the 20th Oentury :-l a a11ook to 

~•ry lo,er of liberty. 

Is· the r1s·1011 of the old.Hebrew a·eers· only yanityf It would be if they 
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tJ, e.J;peoted a world oon.ersion to ancient J11da:l•• !hi• world o~ersion is \Dleoessarr• 

It •as the teaohing ot the Rabbis• two thoua·and ,-are· ago -. not ·1n the great co•o:politm 

world,, 'but in 11 ttle Pal .. tine - that all the righteoue· ~e a abaN ill the world. to 

COIie. The Rabbis of old reooe,used a llightf buth., which the thoua·anda of lea.dare· 

and teachers., not to speak ot thl JiilliGDa' ot the ause• ., in the tnintieth oentuz,' 

tail to OQaPNl.nd.. 1' teacher• of nl.igton an todq willi to grant •'alvation 

to the Jew unle• s he tore•'nar the •• entiaJ.•· ot hi•· lu4ai • It was and is the 

teaoldng of the Rabb1•1 anoict and aodem., that the Jew, the Ohr1a·t1an and the 

UahnNdan., the God worshiper end the haathen idolater nq li~ the lite aooept8"le 

to God. !he old. i'ble taught and. aUll ieube• ti. •• e:nti&l bi-otharhood of the 

human fllldl7 ancl proolaiae4 Qe WODUrf'Ul hOpe ot b a-...n•ent ot the race. 

It ia' cbaraoteriatioally Jewish that the at-oneaent ot 111112:Jdnd ,raa not 

to be through a blood atonement. lo euprue aaori:tioe of eighteen hundred years ago 

is to save the huun race. Yan 111 not to be redeei ed ~ioeriously. Han the indi'!idual 

auat ~• hiluelt, and 11111., the nation and the raoe ll'Ua't aocon,,plia1l •al'!ation through 

At laat the good rill be tri11Qhmt in uater, OTer evil. . . not torffer 

· p culiarlJ htaan and iD no ..... cliTine• 1fo on aan rill be aon 

ot Goel., exoept u all •• will be reooa,dad as ohildNn ot God. 

can n beline in tm t111ent while the ailli<ma an still bleeding 

f'roa their WOUDda' Ille! -ring aloud tor justioe? The hoped tor jua·ttoe w · been long 

deterred. Jot 7et do w behold the amrift ot ftoeed.ftl out o:t tm dark night of 

Jtuaaia. Ia there tlltf hope 11a the taoe ot the onau· of Jluesia in the tnntieth 

oentUZT?' there is the a eaent? !he old gra,-llaind end grq earded patriarch 

!ola·toi gir s an&YW in UI face ot 1tw1·s1an deapotl•• Like the old Hebrew prophet 

ti' he risks· his lite and nl •• dNth ill} litts hi.a wiol tor ,U.tioe and d•ands· frff-l 

doa for his people. 

!m l!illennial wq is not yet. lot yet sounds the great tr111.P9t tor the 

jubilee - the regeneration of mankind ~- : the •al.'!atian of the raoe. Ho1'9Yer dark the 
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night., sure rill be the •wari•• rol'WU'd tmaough tl» oentu:rie• has been the a4!anoe 

pointed and anoialted be tba Nat Jleasiilh ot tha natiCll18. lll'l'ul has proolaiaed 

to the wrl4 the univeraal bDpe ot tbe at-onamt ot the rMe- He •till preaohea' 

the eospel ot hope and not of deoatr ~- 1 not ot hate etemal but o:r l~e triUIQhant. 

the kingdma ot Go4 •-11 be U'tabliahed in ~ioe and in righteoul!lfteH• ..,,kind 

will not be ene in Nliel , w1 th aae ouatca 11114 ODe 1• .. not ane in rue end in 

blood ·- · not <me in natiaaal1 tf. !hare rill 1,e • at-ion ent of mankind under the 

judpent of ~uatioe, ritb tha law of l~•, the \miTenal reign ot righteouaness. 

God is• one and 111111k1nd rill be cme. 




