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Rabb,i Gries 
At Unity . Church 

Thanksgiving Day, 
Nov. 30, 1905. 

Thanksgiving, the Puritan celebrntion, the New Engl.and festival, after more 

than two hundred years has been transformed into a national Mli<lay. It has lost its 

oriainrll rel igious significru-100. It has assumed a national holiday character. It is 

the one day on which the Nation oan unite in � religious thanksgiving. The Jews of 

America planned to make this Thankssi ving a special season of rejoicine.,, to commemorate 

the landing of the'ir Pilgr.ias two hundred and fifty years ago. Once again, as go :r.iany 

times, the joy of Israel is made solemn, consecrated by the tragedy of Jewish history. 

Russia, not t he Russian mob, but Ilus,dan hirelings.,, Russian polioe and ·B!lssian soldiers­

and not the Revolutionaries, laid a bl oody hand upon Russia ! s Jews. 

There Oal'l be no true friendship between Russia o:f tbe RornanQfs and :free 

America. Everywhere throughout the la.nd, Jews are emphasizing their .Amerieanism. 

They are hiBtorioally assooiated with the discovery of A.meriaa. They partioipated in 

� - v the develop,nel"l�B.n-d--ll!)bui-1-din�-�-tlte-<e!'!tinaf"'" -ool'fJl'JieW"., and-�apm.ttany n filie 

e stablishment of the Government of the United states. Jews were Revolutionary patriots. 

"' They belonged to the founders of the RJ'!)Ublio. They fought for the cause of Indepen-

dence, with their ams and with their fortunes. As soldiers of the Revolution they 

helped to establish the Government of the Free - the Government of the people. They 

helped to preserve the Union. They helped to destroy sr,anish inhumanity in the Western 

World. 

V Little did the Pilgrias and the Puritans, who sought in th8 X.e,r World reftl6e 

fro1n perseoution and bigotry and a �me where they might worship God as they chose ... -

little did the Jews., i1ho, twi hUl'lclred and fi.fty years aeo, sought in the Hew 17orld a_ 

refuge from persecution., and the right to live., .and the right to worship God - dremn 

• that America would be the refuge. for the 11erseouted and oppreseed of al .. lands and

nations - dremn that America would teaoh the world the biessings of oivil and rel igious

liberty.

Lat us give thanks that America is the land of freedom. Let us give thanks 

that we J,ews and Christians, cleseendants of the Puri tan\, and the Jew, and of all the 
' 



Pilgrim Fathers, live in America. Let us give thanks that we are pri vi_leeed to enjoy

e blessings whioh have come to us through Amerioan liberty! and that we a:re privileged

to help in the develoPJ!!.ent and enlighte."lment of mankind through America, the i'orld 1 s 

teacher of freedom and justice. 

What .Arrterioa has been for 250 years, all tbs world may be. There is no 

greater lesson to all the nations than this .American people. Children of evecy clime, 

of ever y nB.tionali ty and race, of all 'beliefs and of no belief', a.re united as Americans, 

with one country and one flag. 
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