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| Shall e renain Jews?

! 98&&&1 we ropain Jows? T4 is a strange and rewhans o foolish mtm
T

E-- Thue mey it ‘seen; foollsh hecause norc,tmwe ean he mut one answers w

gaak a question thst is already answered?foolish also, ecause the world
|

>

w11l not nenit a2y one af us to be otner than Jew,and stranf"ez because

————

"'theré.apmars_ to be no cause s'owf* tho question. Why agk a mestion thet
need not he asiked? sirange also beoause Jews we are and ve hove oXpYens=
0d no wish to be others Priends: The miestion is nelther strange nor .
foolish, Tt 185 not roolish:There night vossibly be an answer othor L4LE -w\j
the one.There may come a time and it maey be near at hand when the world
will »ernit the Jeow to be vhet he chooses. Ti is not strance: Baere 19 IF
|
cause for the mestion.It needs be asked and answered., Jows s are but
.thm are nmany wno w\ish thenselves other than Jows, T ask the auestion
in order ‘hat I may ané:er it. Bh2ll we remailn Jewa? Yeg; Jews we will
romain. iy -nswoer is but ;‘iq-‘( with vours perhaps,but mw reasons sre nore ﬂ

ane
than et» and not vours parhans. T ®escnt that judsdment of the world

witlen compels a Jew to remain a Jow. T desire our sons and amgmmfﬁ

rmain/mt besause the world comrels at bHeaause t?}ei‘r Jawish heart coti~

rels. I know the corrion opinion of Jew and non-Jdew,¥Once a Jow ‘always- a

Jow. "ha Jows belefAlve 1t Decsuse they think t.efe is a certain feelin:

| born in us whleh holds us ferevir io the rase. The non~-Jews belgive 1-,';‘-”

~ bedzuse they think the Jews are voculiar not in the sonse ﬂmgmm ‘
peoixai(.- *‘? racizl éz-ac\teristics *hich cannot ve destrovad. We or pw-

' hapa it —~erc safer ‘o speak Tor nyself,I do not veldive 1t Leoause ! I

4 ﬂ-.-
tuink we are not » vace,ve are not and do net seck to be & n’aﬁg@o
. B v Ty

Jenomination. I born a Jew must not runain !‘J_ﬂ*\p
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1 -q.&ﬁmo my falth as surely and as completely as other men change l%' |
tnetr religions. I do not amsert there 15 not an in orn feeling,a nat-
ural sympathy between Jew =nd Jew. These 1is such = feellng. It is the
sympathy of fellow sufferine.It i3 the Mof 2 comon misery.
It is allegiance Tor resistance acainst s common foe. It is & child not
naturally born,but made,ereated by centuries o reorsecution,The Jew has
f2lt Tor the Jew beecause none other iias Telt Tor him. The Jow feels for
the Jew because none other feels for him., But this feeling does not make
a man a Jew relirlously. The Judsment of the world is wrong. The Jew
need not remain 2 Jew. Not only naed not bu%L “does not. I vlead for 1ib-
ertr. It nay sound strangely falling from my 1lirs and in this hmse-i’or
Jewish ~orship, I pleﬁﬁ for 1iberty that the Jew need Pot renailn a Jew.
I plead that the world compel us not forever o be shut in to ourselves
If there b#hlla-Jéws who would not @o remain I hove they bhe pranfted Nule-
lest Yrceedom %0 be what th v would., If they wish not to remain Jews let
them ous from our midst and no longer e counted of us. Jews must be
Jevs reliciously, IT thev a‘ro not they are not Jews. Let them surrender
the name. I bid them go in neace. Surely they who cannot have faith in
our Jewlsh religion do not seex to ghepdshe 2 racial tie or to nreserve
a natlonal bond. The Hebrew and the Israelite verish before the Jew.The
Hation and the race 1le bhelfore the religion. TFor us there are no Hebrewss
There are no Israelites.There are Jews.and 1 not,then simply men and

romen.y There have veen and there are those in every com-#nity whio have

wished and wish that We$ and the world would let them be other than they

are. They sorrow because Israecl has set hls seal uvon thelr faces.
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.ﬁm_y grieve because they cammot emancipate themselves., They would re-

; Joice to look undewlsh,and sink the Jewlsh nature deer within thelr
breasis and obliterate every feature,mammer,peculiarity,signg that micnt
in any wise betray the Jew. For such as the#e I »lead. T would that Thoy
be given liberty to be what they will.,I vlead that the world know ithem
not as Jews but- as men and women,and Judge themmnot by how they were
born but hr now they live. As for us,haviug Meoedom to sten forth we
choose to stand within.%e are Jews and wish to remain Jews./I belelve I
can understand the tamtation whieh has come to mary,esrecially in vears
past ani in other countries %o throw off the Jewlsh yvoke and to plunge
headlens into the arms of the =ulinm failth.Tt has been a burden to be

| a Jew.I%t has been 2 hindrance.Genlus was born of Israel and lived and

o
! dled unkno'n,unhonored. Power sirong enoush to rule a neonle perishedﬂ, :

umsed. Anbi*ion eager fo lead 2 mltitude was 111 eontent to guide a
rdltry few, The sons of Israel had genilus,and power and ambition. They
lonced to be in the world to rule,to lead,to Tire,to insrire mankind.
They could not.They were Jews. Do yvou understand tm*tmtation?r\ work
wag needed to be done,antt thev had the néwer and the genius to do. It
was not permitted them,They were Jews,Sens of a desrised race. To nany
the Jewlsh faith was not dear and visal.I e¢an avppreciate itheir 10:1812"3&'
to "reak tic bonad /to overleap the harriers ,to cease to bhe Jews,to be any
thing of any falth,1t matiered not to them,il ny were tempted and bveing
t@tcd rell.o0f the many, few were simsm ‘in thelr comsarsion. Thelr new
; religlion was but 2 cloak and they wore 1:1. vlr,-‘.lghtly,. They sough® not a

truer faith vut ﬁeedem.power,advamememt-,priv‘logo, social oprortunity,

‘ ? J
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.Pubno honors. Today there 1s 2 like temptation in Burome ani here.The
- way 1o power and advancement anil rablie nonor is sti1ll 4Aifficuli Jor the
Jew. The door of soclal recognition is s5t111 shut in his Taco.There are
those who feel welghted,burdened,dragsed dovn and held dovn by this name
£ Jew, Gladly and with lignt heart they would surrender a religlon they
love none too well,to win for themselves hew honor,new glory,new IOWer,
full opportunity,ull puality zna Nll freedon. The itempiation is not =
new. The same temptation came to David in thne Court of Babylon.The saie
tenptation cae to the flower of Israel's youth under @reclan influence.

The same temptatlion came to the Jewish Kings and princes undler the do-
ninion of Rome. The same temptation t&i:id eaire to 211 the Jews in all XX

thelr lands of exile and onvression. Cease to be Jm‘?s./ Be heathen,Star

o /

and sun worshlirrpor. Bow before Bazl =nd dance in the groves of Astqroth«-./
Ben? ine knee to Olymmpus and to the Nonan man—c-oda./ Be Christian,liohqum
medan,Be Catholle,Be I’rotestant.(&dept the roliglion of the coultry you
chanee to awoll in./'ﬂald to the whlm of the nation that rules you. Be
heathen here and lohamedan tnere,Christian,Catholie,Protestant,anyibilip

but do not be Jews./ It 18 the o0ld,0ld rroblen which each country,each

nation,each religlon and each geneoration have nade ever new. Generations
and generations ago the same cormriand ¥was sroken and it answer gilvin,s
sroken { iloses in the Court of the Great Pharaoh ®Be ol the sons of
Egyzat!/and he chose to be of the sons of enslaved Israel., If the Jew at
any time during these last 3000 years had surrendered his Judaism who

' can tell what religlon today rould bve masters o the earth.




~ Truly there would have been for all Israel less pain,less suz?ferim,am

- oppression,more reace, more napriness,more Creedon,but in religlon there
would have besn a confusion of truth ahd error., Supersililon would.jfme
been exalted and Paganism made King. The religion of God,our Judalmn w3
would have deen buriled so completely,tht only ithe after ages would have
brough’ 1t ‘o 1light again. There would have been a perversion of Jewish
truths and 2 corrurtilon of Jewish 1deals. I belleve our peace,our Yarpls
ness,our froedom would have heen bought at too dear a2 vrice. Teday we
and the world mav have casuse to give thanks for what has been salled
Jewish stiff-neckedness and Jowlsh Stubborness of hearti. Hankint may -
well rejolce tnat the 0la Jewish gpirit was unylelding. Let them who
love us not,spcak of Jewish nmmmass,sxo'mo‘vmosa. t.ribaﬁ&mand'

“na*.j.onaélﬁm Eiationn.‘ei&m and tribae_l_ém have blessed thelr very nhaters.
Tave dvid M%WMUM%«M./ He pablorriviad _
Ixclusivencss a1 narrowness Ao.t‘ Judalanm was net in thousht,in concepiion,
in toalohinr:,,-in ideal. Judaism 1200 years aro believed itselld true and
thereore was 1t narrow and stubborn ,‘if: o like the phranes It refused
to chango 1iaelf,to be modified,to aceert heathen doctirines and pagan
rractices, Judaism micht have congbdered the world mt 1t shrank from
fopurity and untruth, Christianity =:nd later lghormedanlen as missionary
Judaism went Corth %o conwee® the nations. Read thelr history Mrom the
vesimine ‘o tnis hour. They have won wonderul victories.They have pas-
sed throush remarkable Jdevelepgments Thev »ule in the oiviuumﬂ' worlds
Yet vhat do we hear? Is 1t the song of glorifioation?Are the Chrilstianty
3 and the lMohgrmedaniom ol this age the Talrest {lower and the noblest 2x

Mult of religlon?. ¢
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.;On all sides is heard the cry,"return to the simple failth of the masters
Return to the religlon of Jesus,of Mohqmet® and tuoush they say 1t not
wve say it for themyreturn to the ru-e Judalsm taught in the Bible.
christionity ond MHohammedanism have been necessary to convert the world.

They have been the schools of rrevaration through which the heathen

nztions neede? to rass but thev are not the Cinal hichest result.low
when they are in theilr hishest they have net risen higher than thelr
Jewish sourge. From the hills of Palestine they flowed Torith as fertil-
izing streams to water all the carth and novhere nor 2t any time have
they risen &ny hicher than the Tountain head whenee they syrang. chz;ist—

iantty and lionarmedanisn are returning to the source of waters. They sre

cleansing themselves from the lmpuritles that have deflled the sivean ®
pure in the besmimning. They stlll uge thelr favored name but in thelr
mehest and best they are not Christianity and Hohqmmedanlsn it Judaian
pure and simple. Hankind may well be glad that the old Jewish ratnors

were tribal and national., Hankind may with us rejoice that the Jews of

80 nany gencrations yielded not o temptation but were ralthtul to thelw
trust. We are Jows and we would remaln Jews because the pure religion of
God was born in and of Israel and was ﬁramved in and through Israel
becaune thete is not now nor at any iime has there been ,any religioufis
tfnught higher than that of anclent Israel.because vwe are ihe keepers of _1
the covenant nade with the Tathers,;because in Israel have besn handed
dowm from father 1o songthe lew and the provhets with thelr true inter-
L ‘ pretatation,because vwegre the phtjdmen of a Peorle persecuted Whon Jusi- 1

ice now is Sfreeing,because we are the Tollowers of a falth once despised

. | E]
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® which reason now is honoring,because we e the teachers of a truth al-
vays declared ralse which mankind now acknowledges to be true. Why ghall
we not remain Jews? In the hour of freedom shall we peg for freecdon? In

the hour of iriumph shall we bend the knee?Why has the Jew lived and sus

fered vhen it was easier to Ale?PWhy has the Jew bheen falthMNul and seorne

ed vhen 1% was nore rleasing to be unfaiihMl an? honored? las he not
lived to hasten this hour?This very nour of whioh the Tirst stroke now
is sounding?%’i’his i3 th+ hour of »promise the begimninge of the MlMdll-
ment o7 hove,thc hour of Israel's triumph., Through 30 long centuries
the Jew has cherished his falth. Into his hands was gilven the saored
trust,In his heart he Dore 1%t and with his 1life he guarded it.He has
olivci Tor God's. tﬁzth.??o other tie bound him to the world.All that men
value as humen hapriness he surrendered. Yet in uisery he was in bliss.
A8 suffering was Tor God,fer a dlvine truth. He despalred an? in despadr
he hored. He was c¢xile and wanderer and vet he faltered not., Bravely he
went on/belcdﬂvim taat Cod was leadins him. Is 1t not our Jewisn falth,
bol'ief‘ in God? GCod in the heart.Ayve,Bed God has been in the hearts of
Israel.The Jew has lived for his God.He has done more than inow God with
the mind,more than love God with the hearti,more than work for God with
Hisht; He has lived for God a dark and miserable 1ife vet Ppy falfth al-
wavs Mlled with light amd havriness. And now at the end ir there have
been purpose in 1t and the rurvose is belng revealed,shafl we cease 1o
‘ be Jews? If the Jew have lived his remarkable 1life a:fi aocoirlish iz a
divine purrose,now when the purvose is near accomplishment shall we pro=

claim,'twas 211 in vain?Have we falled se aomrletely in learning the
lesson of 30 centuries of 100 generations of mankind?




‘ prove that we will reualn Jews and vet be of the novlest of eartn-: A

Y
® e mist remaln Jews, o prove that the nations in their pergecutions of
the Jews have been'c:-ual and unjust,te »rove that Israel, 19 centuries ¥
past was justifmd:hdawms that the Hesslah had came,to vrove that our
fathers werc risht in vrefueins salvation by means of eross and nély wate
er,to prove thatl we Jews guardians of the anclent falth of Israel are % -
the possessors of a true religion. We rmust Jdo more. It is not enoush %o
live negatively,a rrotest against the denial of otner falths.dudalsm has
positive doetrine to teach. In the hour of opvor-tunity and freedom when
ve ~re privilegoa to speak,let us ving forih our truths,our idealg,our
hoves, 0f o0ld was the truth with the Jew and now it 1s with the Jew,
Let us procdaln Julaism ot by any other nase,the religion of ‘the proph-
&cts,the *r.'clif'ion in which God ia over man =2nd man is for Jod. La‘t the
world hear that it must stand wpon Jusiiee and that thils is Jewish. fat
nen near that rishteousness is' & 11;!’_0 and that this is Jewish. Let
all the nations know that a right world and a right mankind and a right
1ife rvest uron God and righteousness and tast this 1s Jewish. We are
Jaw‘s and we would remaln Jews.Lel others 4o as they will. Not because
the world commnels but because our hearts deasire and our ninds arprove,§
are we Jews. Now when freedon is,nov when the doors are oven,we remain
loubly steadfast snd doubly streng. In ourselves must and will we prove
false ,the sge-long lle thet the Jew is low,base,dishonest,dishonorable,

all that hating hearts mipght conceive. We areJews. We must and will ¥

——

weble.
Nay,not in oplte ol,yoke because of bvelng Jews. Our Judalam with its 3

i&n and ite ideals makes us novle. ¥e are ihe representatives ol the

/
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® we ove the representatives ol the Jew,ve are the living vroof that iﬁ‘
desplite our centuries of oprression there be worth in us,such worih is
vossible in every Jew, Why shall we mm un=Jewlpgh vhen the wor\ldh--.t-a_'
becoming Jewish? T do not say it in boast-ful spirit., The world is be-
eoning Jewish in its religlon,in its God-concevtion,in iis man coneer-
tion,in ita thousht concerning 1ife and duty. We wiah to be Jews.
Thatever faults be in nome,they need not He in us.lio nation,no raece,no
relipion has not i%s erring childrén, We 4o not claim to be the ver=

Tfect o the carth,but we do claim,we have vroved it by 30 centuries of:

living and »e would prove i1t still further until the ond ol days that

Jowlsh 1life means the purest ‘a@d.htmst' 1ife. Thereforcam I and thorelae

‘I ask vou to be Jews indeed. meoq are: sl Jwrmtn./






