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" Rabbi Gttes 
At !he feaple 

-ltight LiTing-

Aton•ent ~ 
October£ 1908 

!he dq ot pemttnoe inaiata' upon repentanoe end appeals· for right liTing. 

lit aake•' honest reooou ti on of the nil in ou:ra·e]. !U and daanda that aan 0011q'Uel' his 

eril habi ta· and O!•rthrow hi• Tioioua tmctenoiea· and be aaster of hiJlaelt. 

leeded is the QPPeal for righteouanea3 in our seneration and our land -

for busineH hcinor and plain., s·traighttornrd hane•·ty. In the buainess and in the 

workins world~ need a higher and surer stanc!arcl of integrl.t,. There are evils in 

the world where'w w tum - the slas· and the p°'erty - . the vioe and the_ ia.oreli ty 

of the ai Uea ·- . the wrong& and a1?u1tes of the weak and the helpless, t1- dependant amd 

the criainal throughout the states., md the injuatioe and the oppres•siQt18' manifest in 

ilse,life of the nation. Oi!ilization and ci'!'ilized r!en and 1JOJ1en in the twentieth 

oentu:t'1 are yet fer Nlll~ed f':r<a perfeotion. Ever,where.,in the .faoe of °'erwhel.Ding 

• diffic:,ultiea·., it is a fight for the right against wrcmg and evil. 

-

Wbat oonati tutes right li'!ing? l~t apewdng auoh and beautifully ot the 

right; not prqing at length 01' loUdl.7; gi'!ing nothing or little to the oa'U8e of 

ohai'ity; not doing notJd.ng 01' little in the ••~ice of mankind; not unwillingness to 

gt. Te and do amd aerv • . . !he Rabbis teach chari tr deliTera' trca death end the bea·towal 

of kizutneaa ia cme ot the pillar•· ot the earth. 

Bight li'!inB ens ctuty to God and dUty to neiglA,O?'• tighteouaness is· not 

an ellPtf word. lfa&'nitioent in ita f'W. esa ot MIiling ie that Hebrew word . 111.ra-edolio•, 

whioh •-•· righAeoUIIDess and ohari ty and ~ua'tioe. light li!ing MID• lite that ta· 

right with God. JUdai• interpret•' God u · God of ~oe and aero, and lo~e. It 

man'•· lite be right with Go4 am ll\18t be 1~ and ~uat and meroitul. Our life ia 

not right mlus w • tan4 tor the good end aga:ln•t the •~11 ---: lmlesa the oa.use of the 

good and the right and the poor beooae Ti tal to ua all -- 1S1less eaoh one ot ua be­

ooaea a voioe and a toroe tor rigb.teouanea·s in the individllal life and in the lite 

of the flltilr, and thro'Ugh the incli~idual and the t•il7., the righteouaness and tbe 

juatioe of the oity end the state and the nation. 




