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oy Jan, 3, 'aq.

REMEMBER AND KEEP A SABBATH.

The Jewish teachers of all the centuries have believed that the ten words -
the ten commendments - were fundamental to 21l moral law. The Ten Conmandmuents were
universal, not tc Israel alons nor for Palestine ounly,

Are the Commandments divins or huzan law? I shall consider them fran the
standpoint of human necessity.

Traditionally the Sabbath begins with the days of creetion; historically
its origin is with the Assyrisms perhaps. Wes Sunday Sabbath Jews do not belisve thet
the sovaanth day is the Sabbath appointed of God. Most emphatieally do we declare
that the firsi day as the lord's Day res*s upon no divine authority. The sarly
Christians kept the Sabbath. Jesus knsw nothing of & Christian Sunday. No new
Sabbath was necessary to take the place of the ¢ld. Jesus' teaching aad practice as
concarns tha Sabbath was no breach with Jowlish teaching and Jewish practice.

' The Puriten Sunday and what some call the American Sebbath ars not Biblical.
They are fouand aneither in the 0ld nor in the New Testamaent., Some believe in & Sabbath
of absolute rest and that nbthing stiouid be open sxcept the church. I believe in
cpen libraries and galleriss and museums and parks and play-grounds thet afford
opportunity for recresation for thousands at work through the week.

A Ssbbath of rest, bringing change of occupation and chenge of thought, is
necessary for all, for tha workers with brawn and with brain, The sxperisnce of man-
kind proves that it is good, Disrmeli said - it is the cornerstons of civilization.

I see practices undermining ocur religious life., A trunsformation of Sunday is going
on like unto the neglect ¢f cur old Sebbath, Sunday is becouwing s holiday rather than
e holyday; a day cf rest without thes holinsess, The Jew, the giver of the Sabbath, has
no Sabbath.

I belisve the Jew should have a Sabbath. Remsmber and keep a Sabbath if noi
the Sabbath. We have no day of rest and no duy of holiness, neither Saturday nor

Sunday. If =21l the world did ms some do - always to business and then to pleasure -



and never to rest, never 4o worship - how much of a Sabbath would there be; eithar
for rest or holiness? I believe that the Sabbath is good for man and socisty. We
need the Sabbath message. The world nesds the power of the Sabbath spirit,

What is the Sabbath message? It is the proclamation of freedom, gSabbath of
the week and Sabbath of ths years and the Jubilee, all proclaim freedom. It brings
emencipation from the slavery of week-day toil and week-day thought. Sabbath leads
toilers to the higher interests of life, It gives opportunity for needed family asso-
ciations. It teamches squality end the dignity of man., It smphasizes humeneness to
gsorvant and stranger and cattle, The Ssbbath is for good works and deeds of kindness.

The Ssbbath spirit has exsrcised wonderful power, It preserved Israsl's
feith in Cod under degrading persecution. It held seattersd Israel @s one. Tt kept
burning the lsmp of knowledge in the Jewish home, in the ags of the world's ignorance
and derkness. It sanctified the family j&ys of Israel; it was ths guardian of our
Jewish homes. It taught the Jew, even when he was scorned as the scum of the earth,
that he was a man in the sight of Cod.

We need a real 8abbath with & true Sabbath observance - not enly physiecal
rost and physical refreshment, but a day spiritusl - not physiesl; a day of spiritual
power and for spiritual upliftment. Let us keep a Sabbath asccording to the spirit of
old, s day of rest and for peace, a day of hcliqess'and honorabls, consecrated to0 the
higher pleasures and not to the lower - the pleasurss thet debase; consecrated to the
higher thoughts, not to the lower =nd the meaner,- a day of God, to be with God; a day
for man to be with family, bringer of joy to the home, bringer of blessing to mankind.

Let thers bs a real Sabbath once again for the Jew who gmve the Sabbath to mankind.






