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Life's Sacrifice end Service. 

New Years Day, 
Sept. 30, 1905 • 

!he appointed Bible Lesson for New Years Day is the story of Abraham's saori~ 

tiwe of Isaac., his loved son. 'Tis a thrilling story, briefly and simply told. The 

old patriarch does not aaorifioe his only ohild. God proves him, aocording to the 

Bible story• AbrahaJn answers UUere run I 11 • The Bible narrative is a protest against 

human sa.ori:f'ice. 

• The note of this festival is a prayef for life. 11Insoribe us in the Book of 

Lite" is sounded again m,d again. On the New Years day the book ot 11.te is opened and 

on the great:·Jlq of Atonement the judgment is sea.led• IBra.el prays tor lite and de• 

sires to live, not because more than other men Israel is afraid to die, but t he em--1 

phasis of Jewish tettohing is strong upon life and upon life's obligations. Judaism is 

eager for life because it interprets life as blessing and duty, not as curse and 

punishment. Life is not a burden from which with joy we find release in death. 

Judaism is sane and sound in its view of lite. Jewish thought and Jewish praotioe 

reveal full appreciation of the joy of livi,ie. Festivals a.re teflSts of joy and none., 

not even senants of the household should be denied their ples.sures. The Bible law 

commends us to rejoice. Juda.ism is neither e•thetio nor epioureanism. It demands 

no surrender' of the world~ It invites no hermit existence; it teac!aee not that the 

desires of the flesh are sinf'ul; neither does it e.xal t the pursuit of plettsure nor 

glorify the eatistaotion of the appetite. Man is mare than bone and flesh and blood. 

!here are things higher than the lusts of the body. There are pleasures keener than 

:food$_ and drink. These %U are the deep joys of the heart., the delights ot the spirit. 

sneer if you will at the claim of power for the spiritual.. Determine if you please 

the great decisions of life by a brea.d and butter philosophy. Ueasure and count the 

values o:f life in dollars end cente. The clain of the epiritUal is imperative in the 

midst of the clamor and strife of the world. Spirit rules in the · historv of' mankind • ., 
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• Sacrifice is ,o"bler than sel.f-indul ence., and service is nobl~r than sacri-

• 

fice. illing1'1ess to sa'lrifice still dietin5'lishes th'3 ~reat 11\ajority. Noble oau:Jes 

pl'ead·in vain .for workers. Deauti:f'ul charities lanc;uieh for want of sUp!)ort. \11th 

what effort must we ring saorifioe from the cnllou,-hearted and "'lose-fisted. Profit 

011d pleasure are the rule of our live-a. Few who wait to hear the oall of the spirit-

ual. 
The observance of our festivals is in itself testinony o:f the willingness of 

sacrifice - Jaws resting in the 1'!1idst of the working ~orld. J,et us Rho~ I'Ublio res--~e0t 

for thillp Jewish and for our Jewish Holy Days. Let those whfJ will show themselves 

rude., uncultured onJ. irre"erPnt. Let the thou3htless and the isnorant parade their 

disrespect in public places. 

Jew aJ'ld Jewess, self-respe0Un5., th~reby win the world respeot. 

The etory of Abrah8l!l Is o:!'t'er :t'il s us with horror of hUJ'\aJ'l saerifioe. 

I confess to feelin5 less horror nt the story of ancient tine than at the fncts of the 

twentieth century. The god Mollooh was created by ancient superstition. What of the 

Mollochs of our r.10dorn enli5}1tennent. Ancient Canaan ~111Jri iced children. The world 

today saci'ifices children in &01'3'1.ll"Bed and aooursin6 ohildr-lf\bor - ".hild sacritioe not 

to be excused or juatit"ied by SUJ)ersti tious idolatry, unleR~ it be onr idolatrous 

worshi!) of the god ot gain and of ~ld. This eeneration needs a modem Abraham' a re­

fusal to saorifioe lite ~o the all-~oneu.:1ine Hollo h of our a39 - our :false eods of 

silver and of ~ld.. , ,, ..., . 

· , ·' le have abon.doned the ancient idea. All the P1ore must we emphasize tho idea 

of service. Service to God, instead of sacritioe to Cod alld the e~ds., ond service to 

God by service to non. Service to nan., to better the liYes t:Jt rten, WO!!\en and children, 

to advance the v.ell-beins of the whole human raoe; to help in the develor,nent and spread 

of a nobler f'Ultillnent. You protest that you have no ~art in this _great work. All 

• have part in it, oonsoiouely an,l unooneeiously. What does ennoble a oivilisation mro 

thdn the life of individuals 011d of conmuni ties and of nations, thf3 lif'e of our t8.fflilies, 

the devotion ot husband to wite nn.d wife to htrnband., the oblieations of parenthood and 
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the joy of children., the pleasures and the purposes or our home; the desires and 

delie:hta of our hearts; the ideals and the ~onduot of our business; the noral. 

standards and the r1oral JudBment of our oonrmmi ties; the ideals of the nation, ex-

al ting rii;hteousn.ass and liberty and justioa. This is the civilization in whioh we 

have _a vital part. Ohose the nobler :t-a.ther than the bager lite; the unselfish rather 

than the selfish; the life of the epiri t rather than the lite of the body; sacrifice 

and servioe rather than self-indulgence. Ll:fe' s ri<~h . endoffl'\enta are of the nind and 

of the heart and of the spirit. ~hese dist~~ish us as rnen m.ore then beasts. 

Serve God, not with lip service, not with vain prayers and empty worrls, not with 

se?"Vice of ouetom - formality without vitality. Serve with the ·servioe of heart and 

of mind. Let heart be pul"fl and thousht noble el'ld 1'or'1. truth.f'u.1 and oondu-,t uprieht • 




