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Human1 tJ in the -Bible, 
A Comparison & Contrast. ••, Y 

Humane 5oc1et1ea are modern no doubtrecent ia the movmnent 

far ore;anizr-,d. hunne etrort on �shalt ot man and beast but- the humane 
·J 

reeling in the human heart is a• old as creation. ever _atncP man waa

I 

made in the imae;e of God. .,

� 

In c�nsid ···ring the hUl'IJ&ne teaching or the Old Testament it 11 
t 

nat"ral to diY1c.te l ts laws aocor,ding aa they nett destgned,t first,-
' �·· ' 

.... 

to perpetunte species, 'second,• �to prot,8ct from crtielty, tllird,- to �how 
I . . ,. , 

conaiderataness for anirr.alaJ, fourth,- t,o. instill and enforce care for 
l . I 

the weak, helpless, ar;ed, Yfidow flnd the orphan.. ,. And it is well to 

remember the influence of the_la,rs contained in the :f'ivebooks as they 
t . 

. . � 

reveal themselves in the •pirit �f the people of Israel as manifest in 

the history at its life and later literature. Perpetuation of species

is clearly intt'�iicted by- nuch ordnancas ;-" 11:hon shallt not kill the ox or 

the sheep n.n(l its young on the one 4ay._ Let the mother bird go free 

when trie young 'is takR"n out of the nest.• Protection agajnst cruelty 

must he the principle of the verse of neut.- •Thou ahallt not plow the 

ox and tho ans tngether", at1d in Exodua., in the sa.hJ)ath commandment•"

"nor that cattle shall do any wor•k" �nd in the 23rd chapter that the 

seventh day reet wa::; intended 1n order that .ox and' ass may r�.st,, 
,, 

Oohsideratena&s for animals is the spirit o� such verses,-

•Thou shallt not muzzle the ox when he thrasheth out the corn." In

the seventh release year the beasts of the field may eat of the fruit: 

ot the land". Of' such spiri.t as is conveyed by the verae,--"Thou shallt 

not withdraw thyself :from the ox or from the lamb e;oine astray and thou 

shallt aurely unload tha &!!It even of nim that hateth tl-u�e, lyine; under 

*hie burden/•



• 
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care tor the weak, helpleR$, triendl•••• aged, widow and 

orphan ia shown in the 1tatutea oooerntng the return of the pledge at 

1un1et; the non-acceptance aa pledged on the garment ot the widow nor 

ot th·e nether nor the upper millstone ,-•Thou 1ha1lt not wt thhold the 

wages ot the hireling until the morning. Before the whole h8ad ahallt 

thou rise up, - thoua�al.lt not vex the atrangftr nor afflict the widow 

and the orphan but your wive, 1hall be widow• and your ohildron tather­

leas." 

The thought or the Bible awna ltaolf up 1n the TerBn or the 

writer ot proverbs. •Thff righteoua careth tor the lite of hi� hea1t 

but the mareteaot the w1eked are oruelty. The spirit ot the law 

revnala iteslf in the beautiful atory or Rebecca being choaeb as tit 

wife for Isaac becauaa ahe offered drink not only to lll�zer but to 

his camels a1 well. 

Love and c&re tor amlmale aeem natural to agr-icultural and 

pastoral people aa was ancient Israel. Mora beaut . •t.111 is the 

spirit or the later Jewiah tradition that J(oaea and �avid were appointed 

aa leader• or tha people beoauae ln their yoqth th9f havo been teated 

and not round wanting. Aa ahepherda they had ahown a.very kindnes■ to 

animal.a therefore would they be't1t ahepherda ot thff people. 

The und�rlying principle of the Old Te1tament and J�wish tea­

cher is that Man 1a tashioned in the image ot ood and that God is the 

creator or all and that all lita is from God and th,.retore aaorAd. 

Inhumanity and cruelty are evffn in thA oiv111znt1on thnt calla 

1taelt refined. It ia neoe1sary that we af:rUte at 1nhuMan1ty at its 

very fountain head. Teach the child in the Kindergarten and in th� 

impreaaion ot tW.•ar• ot ita school-life and sanctity or lite or 

everything that 11•••• 

• 
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l believe 1k the spirit -ot the psalmist ,•*The Lord is good
\ 

to all; his merciea. ,are ove.r all his wQrka "and 1n the apir1 t of the
/' 

interpretation by. th411 J"ewtah tradition that God•, mercy is to all, 
--=---,,..,. 

l 
.· .,,./ '/ • / 

that we ·sh&l1 no:,: kill unnecessarily even the smallaat worm . 
. , . 

,. 

L1t;e 1a �acred, let us proelairr1 it not in thfl namf1 of Judaism

nor fet. in,:t��- nam'a of Christianity, but in the na.rnA of the common 
, ', 

I 
'\ 

Goa likBness ·w�ich 11s ours. 
' ' 

/' \ 
./ 
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