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Humanity in the Bible,
A Comparison & Contragt,

Humane Societies are ﬁodern no doubtrecent i1s the movement
for organizsd hummne effort on bshalf of man and beast but the humane
fealing in the human heart is aﬂ old as creation, ever since man was

made in the image of God, 2

In consid ring the hu;ane teaching of the 01d Testament it is
natural to divide its laws aocoédingwa; they weepe designed, first,-
to perpetuste speciles, second,-‘@o protect from cruelty, third,- to show
considerateness for anirals, fou;th,- to instill and enforce care for
the weak, helpless, aged, widow %nd the orphan, And it is well to
remember the influence of the_la?s contained in the fivebooks as they
reveal themselves in the spirit of the people of lsrael as éanifest in
the history of its life and later literature, Perpetuation oft species
E:ins ¢learly intended by such ordnances;-"Thou shallt not kill the ox or
the sheep and 1ts ycung on the one day, L,et the mother bird go free
when the young’is taken out of the nest." Protection against cruelty
must be the principle of the verse of Deut.- "Thou shallt not plow the
ox and the ass together®, and in Exodus, in the Saohath commandment,"
*nor that cattle shall do any work" and in the 23rd chapter that the
seventh day rest was intended in order that ox and ass may rest,

Considerateness for animals is the spirit of such verses,-
*Thou shallt not muzzle the ox when he thrasheth out the eorn."™ In
the seventh release year the beasts of the field may eat of the fruit
of tha land", 0f such spirit as 13 conveyed by the verse,-"Thou shallt
not withdraw thyself from the ox or from the lamb going astray and thou

shallt surely unload the ass even of him that hateth thee, lying under

@ nis burden/®
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® care for the weak, helpless, friendless, aged, widow and

orphan is shown in the statutes cocerning the return of the pledge at
sunset; the non-acceptance as pledged on the garment off the widow nor
of the nether nor the upper millstone,-"Thou shallt not withhold the
wages of the hireling until the morning. Before the whole head shallt
thou rise up, - thoushalit not vex the stranger nor afflict the widow
and the orphan but your wives shall be widows and your children father-
less."”

The thought of the Bible sums jtself up in the versc of the
writer of proverbs, "The righteous careth for the 1ife of his beast
but the mer¢éasof the wicked are cruelty, The spirit of the law
reveals itsslf in the beautiful satory of Rebecca being choseh as fit

wife for lsaac because she offered drink not only to Eliezer but to

v

his camels as well,

Love and carse for animals seem natural to agricultural and
pastoral people as was ancient Israsgl,. More beaﬁt‘lﬂiﬁﬁtill is the
spirit of the later Jewish tradition that Moses and ynavid were appointed
as leaders of the people because in their youth they have been tested
and not found wanting. As shepherds they had shown avery kindness to
animals therefore would they be fit shepherds of tha people.

The underlying principle of the 0ld Testament and Jewish tea-
cher is that man is fashioned in the image of god and that God is the
Creator of all and that all 1lifa is from God and therefore sacred.

Inhumanity and cruelty are evan in the c¢ivilization that calls
itself refined. It is necessary that we sgrike at inhumanity at its
very fountain head. Teach the child in the Kindergarten and in the
o impression of $harpears of its school-life and sanctity of life of

everytring that lives,
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I believe iﬁ the spirit of the psalmist ,-"The Lord 1is good
to all; hias mercies are over all his works"and in the spirit of the
interpretation by the Jewish tradition that God's mercy is to all,
that we Shglf/hqt‘kill unnecessarily even the smallest worm,
ILife is macred, let us proeclaim it not in the name of Judaiam
nor yet, in the name of Christianity, but in the name of the common

God likeness which is ours.,





