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Rabbi Mose8 J. Gries,
!he Temple, Cleveland, O.

- OHAIUXAH OR oma S!Y.AS -

Pi ttaburg, Pa • ., 
Deoember 23,1906

1lMm the Jew ia peneouted., whq our brothers are under the yoke., 
1Ua

ti• to member, 1tia U• not to torget. ftJ •lloul.4 Uf ln :torget Chanukab, the

Jewiak 7eut ot tigb.ta, and. oele11i>ate Obziiataas, theOlWS•tllal hut ot Lights?

For Jna ., the aed.e■t t-,.r lighb of I•r•l haY• a ta� aeani11g than the

OhriatJIIIB lights with all their splnd.or ond 'Nauty.

!be Jntah hut ot Light■ ia an kl•t•r1oal teetiYale Biatorioal 1a

., the persecution� Antioohus Mid the denora.ti• and. cletil._... •t .. the Temple -·
/ 

historioal. ti. dory ot the tr.i,...+. Uae..-..11• and tlii aolan re-d.edioation ot

• the -r-.ie. the Ohriatian J'eut ot !ishta, oommeaorating the 'birth ot lesua, no■

the world tilll• ,:u Ollri■t
., 

1• •t thua JddoneilJ.. Ille .., .r the liiriJa et Jena

ia not Jmwa tNII '118 ... ••• 1at • ...... NI- ad. wu not oele\trat.t

in the earlf Ohriat1•,emtu:r1"�

/
Obrtatmas � Us origin ta the ,.,_ 8\ID J'eut, oele'brati11g the t\U'lling

ot the sun at the tiM ot the wintR eelatioe. Ita nat-. of' the Yule trse and the

Yule log, the gi !ing of pr' .. ent• liii4 the lightiz,g f>t tQers and the illuminated tree

are all � thela hes.then ia their origiri.,

Gooa authorUiu beli•v• Christmas· to be a development out o:t the Roman

Batizffl&lia and the Jewi•h Ohanukah. fili Geruu -11 Ohriabu "Weihnaoht• .. the

111fight of Dedication", and tlMl Greu:a oill lt the IIJ'eaat o:t L:lghta•.

/ 
/.,J/Al ,fee.oh our ohildNli ff -- Hrly in lite who - what they are and

why they are whit th.ey ae. Let • Mlebrate eu:r ..a lwt.h featiTal. Let us not

hicle our Jewial:mea• • le Me4 1 ... ot \he oOri:rdioe •t tha Hell•iata and more

Xaooa19eaa o�.

fhe whole nrl4 is •ing!Dg :U&e a-,: wb:loh •ua ■aid the 11Jlg9la sang two

thousand years ago - •Peaoe • eath, good-will toward an•. I■ it ... tii'J, or

... U • vain dreaf her ainoe two thousand years ago, there haTe been war and



/ 

... 

-2-

strite. !he nineteenth oentury with Ua boasted a4'!ano&ment and its vaunted en­

lig:htemtent was witness to an ou,pouring ot rivers ot limiin blood. In the e&l'ly 

de.y when Greoian phalanx ,raa �tin ind. the trap ot Roman legions u.noonquerabl• 

�!l 
', 

�.•• ••• I � •• · the three oeattilllllit■ et lu anoient world. 

!here ta not peue • earth., •Uher ta thin good.--irill tow&l'd men. !he

., Jew blara the Ohriatian paan and •MWlJ a1raits ita .t'Ultillment. He lonp .for the 

bi2'th � the true Ohriatian spirit• Let ilhe Om-iatia worl4 learn and teach the 

humanity of man to man· •· by l�• to aotten thi ag91 ot inaul t and injury -..-i by Jua•tice 

to ettaoe the deep impreaa ot ontu.riea ot peraeoutiono Let�he stream of love 

quench the fires of hate throughout tlie world •. 

fhe lleaaiah baa not ooa. !here baa not been and there 1a not aeir the 

• 

I 

own person bears the oruel 1ro,and.if of the hate of oenturies. The Jew ia witneH by 

his trct.-'�or, 1Ja UM Mdinal llli4 -.,.,.
1 
tbat the lleasieh is not yet, 

Bd the Jfnaiah oome in Rwiaia or in the lands o:r Eastem Burope? !he 

night of the nativity., 'lllat ahouU �lish glad tid.inp to all the world, is a 

night ot terror to Jen in land.a Ml.led Oariatian. the h'entieth oentury still 

feels the full sweep c,f mman hate. f1ie l>tn� •t the Kessiah ha.a not yet risen 

out of the 44,ptha oZ the ._ffrii aeu. 

!h• world hu not ret ie&l'ned the tru Ohriatiaa •••ase, that all man""'

"" kind is one througll God the raU.r et' •ankind.. Lit hiraldi of lcne and� of 
IV •�•n pro, lai• Gad to the world.

!he world has not yet leai'nid the true Ohanukah message, that God is one,

and all manktad one. !hi world neeAa a ran proclamation ot God. Litt the banner 

• of the Jew, the glorious. banner of' the lfacoabees, inaoribed with the memorable words-·

"lho is like unto Thee among the mighty, O God."• •tta the Jew•• one hiatorio dis-



/ 

-, 

-s-

ttnotion., that IUMl belteftd ii&., and. through the oentVl"iN -- liYed toward God. 

The nal ...... ot Ohamibl& ta aot a jlffifi•ti•n et the nattoaal 

� •im-H., nor the.,.._._ oa.11 t• --� IIOI' the tl":hlllfhant ■eag or ltNri7., b\lt the

l"e�ed.toatioa of iltan al fll l�tJ •• lod.
., 

ft1111Ml:ised bJ the ftl'l'iff., �ictorioua., 

ill taa t-.i,e letore iu al._.., kindlii,g the·:bely lllllJW. 

Quaint and. beautitul the Talaudic legend o� the tliraol• of the one oruae 

It otl., ■uttioieat tor 'but a dngle lli&M., lNrURg t!IIN>ugll the eight c!aya. !here 

was no miracle in the hour et the r.-dedioauon ot ihe !ttmplo. But miraole there 

hu been - th{ oruae ot oil tilled the lllJIIINI of the aeven-branohe4 oendle■Uok and 

the light o:t I■rael has burned. not only eight 4ars· ., but tor two thousand years • 

Iarael is still the lightiii!Nu-er unt• the nations • 




