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The JTew was %orn at the dawn of human history. He has teen long

in the world, but his 1ife is not known and his history is not under-

stood. Are we Tews of today strange antiques, oriental curiosities out

of placeJin this Twentieth Century” Are we the survivors who have es=-

! : A2 L
caped the fires and the.floods of the ages® How é&a-is‘i then our

i

. ~1life, wi?h the nature of it overshadowed Ly th2ss eighteen centuries

§

of livinr a 1ifs so useless and purposeless. Or are we Jews under a'

r
great curse, doomed to live the accurst of God that we cannot die;

that we pust continue an eternal witness and continue outcasts and
wandererg upon the face of the earth? Or are we a chosen people under
Ged's favor, or percnance undsr God's punishment, enduring God's
blessings or enduring God's curses” Have we teen chosen.out of the
nations and th= psoples of the earth in order to produce a Messiah,

a Messiah who should save mankind and red29m the world, and then,

because we rz2jscted and crucified Jesus when ha came eighteen centuries

‘
has come

ago, that therefore thers ies=tecoma a standstill in our history and |

E. - : ;tttﬂ(( 'i.‘€¢ 5‘£
all the curses written in the old %ook havs be.nm against us?

[ |
And 1s the rest of all our Tewish history that has passed to remain |

forever unknown and misunderstood” How do we explain the Jew 1ifs

today? Po weg 2xplain him as one of the indestruct%ble race? Do we



|
|

interpret him as a livinz curiosity of th2 ages® Do we expliin him to
| ,

the world declaring that the vitality and the psrsistence, the power

and the genius and the cunning of th2 race havea preservad hig wonder=-

1

' fully in the face of all the world”® Or do w2 %elieva that wa are liv-

i

ing in fulfillment of the ancient law and the prophecy; that:the
curses written in the great law bLook have been fulfilled agaXmskxm=x
upon us, so that we may %o an astonishment and a by-word, thét we may
te scattzred from one end of the sarth to the othar, that we shall
serve our enemies, that w2 shall know hunder and want and nagedness
and thirst; that among nations we shall find no ease, nsither shall
the sole of our foot ever rest, our 1ife shall belong %to the earth

L]

neither day nor night? Are we living in fulfillment of the ﬁrophecias,

1

with the sort of fulfillment of the propheciss 30 disastrous; that
III

we shall %2 ever x x Xx and curse among men? Or are the Jews
|

living so that at last we shall se=2 ths living and know the ﬁruth and
shall bte destined to return to Palastine and to rabuild the Temple?
Behold the Jew of history from his earliest beginnings; with
his development from the time of the patriarchie Abraham thogsands of
years ago; throuzh the days of the patriarchs, through, through the
sojourn in Egypt and the wanderings in the desert to th= tim; of the

vast republic of the world they knew. We come and we go. It is a



histéry of defeat and disastaer. How vast the fsatures of our Jewish
|

history contrasted with the 400 years of American life. Fro? the
Patriarchs to Egypt 400 years and more; from the 1ife story in Egypt
and the story of the Exudus 400 years and more; from the story of the
first Hebrew Commonwealth under the Judges; and the time to the day
of the destruction of the Temple, the return from Babylon ané the

rebuilding of the Temple until that last fall of Jeruselem and re-
I
destruction of tne Temple 400 years and more. Ars we a chosen people

to receive God's blessinz or are w= a chosen peopl2 sent to the dif-

ferent nations for God's punishm=nt and curses? We interpret Israel

ct
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as servant of God -~ Israel as the servant of God with the rars
genius to evolve and proclaim a 1lifs which is *true. Not that type
which is destin2ed to give btirth to a religious reduvcmer. We interpret
out Jewish 1ife and history not with the purposs of ziving %irth to a

personal Messiah, bhut rathesr to proclaim to mankind that greét Messiah

of which the world is still dreaming and living forward to if{s ful-

fillnment. Because the Jews did not %elieve in a personal Mﬁssiah,

tecause the Jews did not believe in a political redeemer, thgrefore

‘they rejected and denied,and xxxmar according to some, refusad to

telieve in Jesus when he came. But they did not crucify Jesys. The

story of Jesus and his crucifixion, as narrated in the Rew Tastament,



is absolutely impossi%le according to Jewish law. We do not %elieve
that Israel is under the curse. WYWe do not bhelieve that theﬁdisruption
of Israel was a curse. Israel was dispersed long %efore tha days of
Jesus and long “2fore the destruction of the Temple. Neithar do we
believe the destruction of Jerusalsm was a curse. That final scene

in Tewish history is a magnificent scene,-one of the most magnificent

;i A,Z MAM,J
scenes in history. That great and valiant defense of the gi_;x:::xr) i

standing 1ike a rock stzadfast against the greatest x x of characters
the world ever knew. Tha destruction of the Templs is not a curse.
Read how the rab%his interpreted it. On the day the Temple fas destroy-
ed the Messiah was boran. On ths day of the destruction of %he Templs,
the rabbis t211 us, a hand reached out of the cloud and graéped the
chosen keys of the Temple, signifying that it was no longer linked

x x x + W2 do not believe as Jews in the Messi%h of
mankind, tut we do bslieve the messianic appointment came t; Israel
as a great n2ople x x x that any one people or one Jew Yelieve in a
Messiah. It m2ans for Israel to %elieve and to proclaim on% God, the

only God, 2nd that Israe#l is the prophet of righteousndss, love and

peace.
TeNrdtbor topn

It is true that Rome destroyed Jerusalem x x x bd@mﬁhe Jews

were triumphant at last and Rome was Azxktxaxag defzataed. ﬁ% knbw +he



beautifu% story of Jochannan Ben Z%accai x x X and 2stablishing there
a school;of x x x for the study of the law in order that the
coming ceénturies might receive the 1light of reason X x x
and give light and illumination x x
The Jews; later history after the destruction of the Temple is more
wonderful far than the tikls story itself. In every land a wanderer,
in every land seceking refuge and a home of peacs or prosperity, and
everywhere an object of envy and of hate, and then persecution, and
always éiven the same choice, apostasy, exils or deatn. Thousands

not
there were whose hearts failed them and who wsre,ready to e apostates.
They left their homes and possessions. But thousands there always
were whofwere ready to take their staff in hand and gzo out into the
strange world; and thousands there were who wers ready to face death
and at last faced death, btut with that supreme courage not to die hut
to live-<to live as sxl1les suffering the persecutions and oppressions
of the world. We do not comprehend, we do no%t understand the perse-
cution and oppression of the Jews for centuries. We cannot understand.
we cannot comprehend what it means to live day and night with one's
life in danger, with one's property sutject to confiscation, with the

home not sacred and women not inviolate from inhuman outrage, and

women and childred slaughtered with butchery. But the terrible fxargagv

tragedy during the time of thg_crusades, wh2n the crusaders, inflamed



with their holy passion, plundersd infidels at home. 3But the particu-

lar shame that a capabl? people descended from kings and prophets
should fe2l, the shame and infamy heaped upon the Jew by Zhurch and
State x x x wear badges of shame upon their breas}n and upon
their heads. But we do not understand and cannot comprehend it except
as Russia thase years past has taught the Jew to understand and conm-
prehend. Hear you not that the Jew stands aloof from the wo%ld” Have
you not hear 1t° x = The Jews stand together only when the
world oppresses them. The JTews for thousands of centuries lpng have
always cared for their own %ecauss ﬁo on2 21se cared or would care

for them, and so the Jew has always stood at a 1little more d?sadvantage
around the world as long as the JTew did not know the meaning of 1liverty
to all. How long is it since the Jews are free®” The story bf our

!
emancipation is a 1ittle more than half a century old, and yet, I ask,

i
are we complately emancipatad? Turksy and Holland and Poland wsre the
only countries of Europe that in the medieval ages were landsg of peace
and freedom for the Jew. The Jews were expelled in 1290 from Francs,
fromx x x 1in 1394, from Spain in 1492, and the disabilities
that so laong oppressed the 1ife of the Jew were not removed fron him

in England until in 1850, in Germany in 1858, in Switzerland in 1874,

' and in Russia and Roumania not yet. The Tews of today are ths result ¥



of a maxx marvelous %transformation of all the changes. Eve%y Jew

bears upcn his person the free impress of this 1ife story of perse-
cution, oppression and suffering. From an ancient agricultural people,
from a source of seers and singers and prophsts of o0ld the {pws have
been transformed to that figure of human fame “o your aye. The men
with their eyes of sorrow and their faces clouded with misery. And yet,
if we search bYensath the outer surface and look within we kqow ths true
figure they havs mighty well that makas them kin to the prophets, sears
and kings of old. We appz2ar to the world like a race of traitors.

We are Jews, but we J0 not live upon the soil. The world fqrgets that
we have been removai on mother earth these thousands of yeaﬁs. We

have teen driven from the holy land almost 2000 years. Driﬁen thus,

we have preserved For ourszlves *the customs and festivals pékuliar to

the soil. This is the idealism of the Jew. In spits of mumx his
|

i
i

necessities, which compelled him to %e sordid and ”sllow msan occupa=-

in his own aims paltry.

tions for eighteen centuries hs still continusgs to be/_ x X x

He sees the rushing of waters and the great sea. His eyes are lifted

¥
i

to the hills and mountains. Under grzat anguish and su!fering and the
blessed f
enduring of martyrdom his %reast is open to thgﬂ;tntxxnx Isnjael that

hesar his cry. That i1s to say, we Jews are materialists. Wb Jews

are paterialists and we are also idealists. We are practical men of



of the world, hut we are dresamars also. ZXvery humane call aépeals to
us. Not bty accident is it that the Jews are leaders of the world and
share in the movements of the world. We are practical men o? the
world, but we are practical idealists whose hearts are burnibg with
the cause of freedom, and 2very one of us believing in the final tri-
umph of the cause of justice; despi%e 18 centuries of misery. Despite
all these tragic and terribls realities we hav2 clung to our lidealism.
. We are still dreaming and dreaming, looking forward ‘o the gbssianio
age and era.

Let those who will tell ths stories of Jewish achievement; I
have not the time therefor. They tell us of the glorious story of
Israel's contribution to science and medicine, of Israel's interpreta-
tion of x x , of Aristotls and of Greek knowledge as ge inter-
prets it. They tell us of the Jews of the Arabian civilization, of
the glories of the Jews under the Xaliphs in Spain ,and undar the
Moorish civilization, where Jewish signs still stand in the o0ld cities
of Seville and Grenada. x x x
The Jew still preserves human knowladge and zives stimulus to intell-
ect and to life.

Let others speak of thz women born of Israel, of the2 sons who

have won high place and received high distinction. Born %o our



ancient faith but not always loyal to our faith. I shall not speak of
it, butﬂI remind you that with less than one century of freedom, with
less than one century of liberty, with less than pne century since the
days that the shacklas were struck off ani the chains were loosed,
Israel has pushed into the fore-front. Not, as some %elieve, in the
ranks of commerce, but in science and in politics, standing side dhy alde
among the leaders 9f mankind.

Shall I not say a word concerning the Jew of America® The Jews
of America, now numbering more than two million strong, sailing per-
haps as Columbus 4id upon his voyage of discovery, settled in this
land mo%e than 250 years ago, the Jew of America that helped to estabe
lish Am%rican independence. He gave his 1ife and fortune for the
cause oﬁ American freedom. He helped to maintain liverty in America i
and ser;ed in the preservation of the Union. Through all these years;
he has loved freedom and has %een ziving his life's %lood for freedom,
Are we Americans in spite of %eing Jewish”? No, we are not Americans
in spite of our Jewish principles. The principles and purnoses of
this republic ars in perfect harmony with Jewish principles and Jewish
vurposes. The spirit of the old He%rew commonwealth, tdaxgxmxtxx is
at the very foundation of the spirit of this, the greatest and first |

republic of history, the first republic of history thousands of years



ago in 1little Palestine laid the foundations of this Americgn common=
f

wealth. And to Jews a3verywhere throughout the world, to millions in
II :

darkness and oppression, America has always Leen made a lané of pronise,
to which they have looked forward, to which they havs turned as the
land of their redemption.

The Jew today is a living representative of 100 genzrations of
Israel's 1ife 4,000 years old and 4,000 years long. Israel 1lived on
tecause of its might and 1lives on %ecause of its liverty. The prophesy
of old was never fulfilled that Israel shall be as the sands of the
sea or the stars of haaven for multitude. Nations more numgrous than
Israel have aged and declined and passed away, and the Jew 8till won-
derfully lives. The Jew was in Egypt when she built her teﬁples,
tombs and pyramids; the Jew was in Babylon when she erected;per noble
palaces, marvelous walls and hanging gardens which were the wonders
of the ancinet world; the Jew was in Rome, founded upon herlgeven
hills x x x x ; the Jew was with Alsxander when hQ:went forth

;
to conquer ths ancient world. These are the great names and the great

peoples of antiguity and the great nations of all ancient history.

Yow they arz only memories. They hava gone down in the obliyion of

| the past. The ramids still stand fronting the 3ands of the sart. .
_, the past. Dy A€ _ g the : " the desart

e ————— .
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Thaghng gardens of Babylon are buried now tenaath their ruinms. The
Parthenon still shines on the heights of the Acecropolis; and the Arch
S —
of Titus that we know symbolized as a type of Jewish X h x x

seven branch=d candle stick, now speaks to the world of Roman power

and Roman pomp 2and pride that were once in the days past bu? that are
no more. And Jerusalem also has fallen and has %een rebuilt, and the

Temple of God stands yet on the ancisnt hill of Zion, but a%one of all

these ancizsnt people the Jew lives with honor and with powef. He alone
1

lives the child of an ancient old race, marvelously, miraculously pre=-

served throuzh the centuries.

Nine years ago I spoke these words: "Iesrael in Russia lies

bleeding 2nd bruised and broken under the modern Pharaoh whése name is

Wicholas. Israel lives x x % under the Pharaoh‘of exter=
|

mihation, and not a human hani is outstretched %o save, and the nations

.ﬁ,[_f_e. c; LM e |
expect for her courtesy and make allianca with the Russian butcher.‘

Russia is guilty of words and deeds of the v%}est brutality: Who be-

|
lieves Israel will perish in Russia? Who of us %elieves th@ anciant

people of Israel will %2 destroyed by this %rutality? Who of us te-

lieves the Jews will be exterminated now %y Russia®" And dut of our
i

hearts there pourgd forth the great falth h2ld as in Israel |as an

indestructikle people and the old faith %Yorn of the wonderfﬁl stories



of thousands of persecutions and triumphs over thsm all. And supported

by that faith, we spoke the words we believed that Israsl will not be

destroyed. We %2lisve Israel will survive. We %L23lieve Israel will

I"l
triumph. We %elisve Israsl will live and not die, and that at last

. & 1
in Russia will dawn a day of freedom. And you and I have liyed to sece
|

it. Spain is inviting to rsturn the children whosz fathers they ex-
pzlled by the fires of the Inquisition 400 years ago, and Russia has
within the last few days sent out a message of freedom and Qquality,

granting to her sons alike all God-giving human rights. So at last

history knows its transformation, and thz peaple who have waorn the
shackles and fetters at last stand fres in the sight of all men.
Therefore we xay see Israel forty centuries old in the midst of the

peoples of the earth; kENzmxaRExExNExsaXxxaAxx Forty centurids old in

history and in law and in custom is not forty centuries'old; but is

forty centuriaes young,--ycung with 1ife sver renewed,- young with
i
yower unceasing,- young with enthusiasm and idealism. Israel remained

true to its highest interpretation of thes Jew in history.





