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The Jew was oorn at the dawn of hu.�an history. He haa teen long 

in the world, but his lif9 is not known and his history is not under­

stood. Are we Jews of today strange antiques, oriental curiosities out 

of place in this Twentieth Century" Are we the surTivors ,.,ho have es-

caped the fires and t�e.floods of tha ages? ti\.a� How· ••:P& Ml then our

--....- life, with the nature of it overshadowed by thase eighteen centuries 

of living a life so useless and purposeless. Or are we Jews under a 

great curse, doomed to live the accurst of God that we cannot die; 

that we must continue an eternal witness and continue outcasts and 

wanderers upon the face of the earth? Or are we a chosen people under 

Gcd's favor, or percnance under God's punishment, enduring God's 

blsesings or enduring God's curses" Have we been chosen.out of the 

nations and the peoples of the earth in order to produce a Messiah, 

a Messiah w:h.o should sa.Te mankind and red3sm the world, and then, 

becausa we re,ject,d and crucified Jesus ·.vhen he came eighteen centuries 

has come 
ago, that therefore thsrs a standstill in our history and 

all the curses •,;--:-itten in the old book havg °'jesn riCTainst us? 

And is the rest of all our Jew_ish history that has passed to :-emain 

forever unknown and misunde�stood? How do •.ve explain the Je,.v life 

today? Do we �xpla.in him as {)!'le of -l;he indestructi 'ble race? Do ,ve 



interpret him as a livinz curiosity of ths aaes? Do ws explain him to 

I the world declaring that the vitality and the persistence, the power

I 
and the genius a!'ld +.he cunni!'lg of th• race have preserved him wonder-

fully in th� face of all the ,.,orld" Or do w� 'ljelievs that we are liv-

ing in fulfill�ent of the ancient law and the prophecy; that the 

curses written in the great law �oak have been fulfilled agahstxllS:x 

upon us, so tha.t •ve may ts an astonishment and a by-word, that we ma:r

be scattered from one end of the 3arth to the othar, that we shall 

I serve our enemies, that w'? shall k�o,v hunder and ,.vant and �akedness 

and thirst; that among :1atio:ns we shall find no ease, �.1ai t!l.er shall 

the sole of our foot evor rest, our life shall belong to the earth 

neither day nor night? Are we liYing in fulfillment of the rophecias, 

with the so�t of fulfillment of the prop�ec19s 30 di3astrous; th�t 

we shall be ever x x x and curse a..�o:1g �en� Or are the Jews 

living so that at last we a½all see the living and k:1ow the ruth and 

shall be destin�d to return to Palestine and to rebuild the temple'? 

Behold the ,Tew of history fro111 his earliest te�innings, with 

his development from the time of the patriarehic Abr_..aham tho sands of 

� years ago; throu6h the days of the patriarchs, through, thro gh the 

sojourn in Egypt and the wanderings in the des3rt to +;he tim of the 

vast republic of the world they knew. We come and we go. I is a 



histiry of defeat and disast�r. How vast the features of our Jewish 

I history contrasted with the 400 years of American life. From the 

Patriarchs to Egypt 400 years and �ore; from the life story n Egypt 

and the story of the Exudus 100 years· and more; from the sto y of the 

first Hebrew �ommonwealth under the Judges; and the time to the day 

of the destruction of the Temple, the return from �abylon an the 

rebuilding of the Temple until that last fall of Jeruselem and re-

destruction of the Temple 400 years a!'ld more. Are we a choaen people 

to receive God's blessing or are we a chosen people sent to the dif-

ferent nations for God's punish:n9!1t and curses� We interpret Israel 

as the servant of God -.. Israel as the servant of God \Vi th the rar., 

1 genius to evolve a!'ld proclaim a life which is true. Not thai type 

which is destin-sd to give birth to a religious red13emer. We interpret 

out Jewish life and history not with the purposa of gi,,ing birth to a 

personal Messiah, but rather to proclaim to mankind t�at great Messiah 

of which the world is still dreaming and living forward to i s  ful-

f illment. Because the Jews did not �elieve in a personal 

I because the Jews did. not believe in a PC!!..�ical redeemer, th refore 

•1 'they rejected and denied,and �••Jt according to some, refus d to

believe in Jesus �hen he came. But they did not crucify Jes s. The 

story of Jesus and his crucifixion, as narrated in �he New T sta.�ent, 



is absolutely impossible acc!lrdin6 to Jewish law. We do not' believe 

that Israel is under the curse. We do not believe that the disruption 

of Israel was a curse. Israel was dispersed long �efore th days of 

Jesus and long t3fors the destruction of the Temple. Neith r do we 

believe the destruction of .Terusalsm was a curse. That final scene 

in Jewish history is a magnificent scene,-on9 of the �ost magnificent 

scenes in history. That great and valiant defense of the 

standing like a rock �teadfast agai�st t�� greatest x x o characters 

the world ever knew. Th� destruction of the TeI:Iple is not a curse. 

Read how the rabbis interpreted it. On the day the Temple was destroy-

ed the Messiah �as born. On the day of the destruction of Temple, 

the rabbis t,sll us, a hand reached out of ths cloud and gra 

chosen keys of ths Temple, signifying that it was no lonier linked 

X X X • W� do not believe as Jews in the Messi of 

mankind, but •.ve do believe the mes3ia.nic appointment came t Israel 

as a great people x x x that :L"'ly one people or one Jew elieve in a 

Messiah. It m?ans for Israel to believe and to proclaim ons God, the 

only God, 3nd t�at Israel is the prophet of righteousness, ]ove and 

peace. 

It is tru::1 that Rome destroyed Jerusale:11 x x x 

were triumphant at last and Rome was KKK�• defsated. e know the 



beautifu story of Jochann�n Ben 7.accai x x 
! 

x and eatablishing there 

a school or x x x for the study of the law in order that the 

coming centuries might receive the light of reason X X X 

and give light and illumination X X 

The Jsws' later history after the destruction of the Temple is more 

wonderful far than the bible story itself. In every land a wanderer; 

in every land seeking refuge and a home of peace or prosperity, and 

everywhere an ob,1 ect of envy a!'ld of hate, and then p9rsecut ion, and 

always giv9n the same choice, apostasy, sxils or death. Thousands 

not 
there were whose hearts failed them and who wsre�ready to be apostates 

They left their homes and possessions. But thousands there always 

were who were ready to take their staff in hand a�d go out into tho 

strange orld; and thousands there �,ere \Tho ;yere ready to face death 

and at last faced death, but •,vi th that supreme courage not to die 'but 

to live--to live as exiles suffsring the p9rsecutions and oppressions 

of t he world. We do not compreb.end, ·.,e do not understand the perse-

cution and oppres3ion of the Jews for centuries. We cannot understand 

we cannot comprehend w�at it means to live day ��d night with one's 

life in danger, with one's property subject to confiscation, with the 

home not sacr�d and women not inviolate from inhuman outrage, and 

women and childred slaughtered with butchery. But tb.e terrible sxaaga y 

tragedy during the time of the_ crusades 
I 

wh'9n the crusaders, inflamed l 
-�-



with their holy passion, plundersd infidels at home. But the particu-

lar shame that a capabl·3 people descended from kings and prophets 

should feel, the shame and infamy heaped upon tne Jew �y �hurch and 

State x X x wear badges of shame upon t.-ieir breasts and upon 

their heads. But we do not understand a!td cannot con1prehend it except 

as Russia thes� years past has taught the Jew to understand and coo-

prehend. Hear you not that the Je\T stands aloof fro1!l the wo ld" Have 

you not hear 1 t" X X The Jews stand tocether only when the 

world 011presses them. The .Tews for thousands of centuries long have 

al'Nays cared for their own �ecauss no on·? else cared or i.•ould care 

for them, and so the Jew has always stood at a little more disadvantage 

around the world as long as the Jew did not know the meaning of li�erty 

to all. How long is it since the Jews are free" The story f our 

emancipation is a little more than half a century old, and 

are we completely emancipated" Turkey and Holland and 

t, I ask, 

only countries of Europe that in the medieval ages were lands of peace 

and freedom for the Jew. The Jsws \Vere expell·sd in 1290 from Franca, 

from x X X in 1394, from Spain in 1492, �nd the disa�i ities 

that so long oppressed the life o:' the Jew ·-�ere not removed ror!l him 

in England until in 1850, in Germany in 1858, in Switzerland in 1874, 

and in Russia and Roumania not yet. The Jews of today are tbe result� 



I of a mLXX marv,tlous transf'onnation of all th9 changes. Evecy Jew

bears upon hiA person the free impress of this life story of perse-

cution, oppression a!'ld suffering. From an ancient agricultural people, 

from a source of seers and sin3ers and prophets o! old the Jews have 

been transformed to that figure o� human fame to your �ye. The men 

with their eye� of sorrow 3.!11 t!leir �aces clouded •iri th misery. And yet, 

if we search �eneath the outer surf.ace and look within we know th� true

figure they have mighty well that :nakes t�em kin to the prophets, seers 

and kings of old. We app�ar to the world like a race of traitors. 

We are Jews, 'but t,'e •lo not live upon the s::>11. The world forgets that 

we have been remov9i on mother earth these th�usands of years. �e 

have been drivsn from th� holy land almost 2000 years. Driven thus, 

we have p reserv<Jd 40 0r ou:rs�l ves ♦.:!:le custorls and festivals to 

the soil. This is the idealism of ths Jew. In spita of his 

necessities, which compelled him to �e sordid and !�llow mean ocoupa­

in hie Jwn a�ms paltry.
tions for eighteen centuries h� still oontinu�s t � 'be I-- x x x 

He sees the rushing of waters and the great sea. His eyes 3.l"'e lifted 

to the hills and :nountains. Under great anguish 

1Jlessed 

and the 

enduring of martyrdom his breast is open to th� JXS&sXll1 Israel that 
.. \: 

hes.r his cry. That is to say, we Jews are materialists. Jews 

are IJ1&terialists and we are also idealists. We are practical men of 



of the world, but we ars dream�rs also. Every humane call appeals to 

uu. Not by accident is it that the Jews are leaders of the world and 

share in the movsments of the world. We are practical men o the 

world, but we are practical idealists whose hearts are burning with 

the cause of freedom, and �very one of us �elieving in the final tri-

umph of the cause of justice�despits 18 centuries of misery. Despite 

all these tragic and terrible realities wA hav� clung to our idealism. 

We are still dreaming and dreaming, looking forward ·to the messianic 

age and era. 

Let those who will tell the stories of Jewish achieveni9nt; I 

have not the time therefor. They tell us of the glorious story of 

Israel's cont�i�ution t-0 science and �edicine, of Israel's interpreta-

tion or x X , of Aristotle and of Greek knowledge as e inter-

prets it. They tsll us of the Jew3 of the Arabian civilization, of 

the glories of the Jews under the Kaliphs in Spain
J
and under the 

Moorish civilization, where Jewish signs still stand in the old cities 

of Seville and Or9nada. X X X 

The Jew still preserves :human knowl9dge and 6ives stimulus to intell-

ect and to life. 

Let oth9rs speak of t he women born of Israel, of th� sons who 

have won high place and received high distinction. Born to our 



ancient faith but not always loyal to our faith.· I shall not speak or 

it, but I remind you that with less than one century 

less than one century of liberty, with les3 than pne 

of !reedom, with

l 
century since th 

days that th'? shackles were struck off an·:l the chains were loosed, 

Israel has pushed into the fore.front. Not, as sone believe, in the 

ranks of commerce, but in science and in politics, standing side by 3 de 

among the leaders of mankind. 

Shall I not say a word conce�ning the Jew of America� The Jews 

of America, now numbering more than two million strong, sailing per-

haps as Columbus 1id upon his Toyag� of discovery, settled in this 

land more than 250 years ago, the Jew of A�erica that �elped to estab 

lish American independence. He g3ve his life and fortune for the 

cause of American freedom. He helped to !'.!laintain liberty in America 

and served in ths preservation of the Union. Through all these years 

he has loved f�eedom and has �aen giving his life's blood for freedom 

A.re we Americans in s:pi te of being Jewish., No, i.,e are not Americana 

in spite of our Jewish principles. The principles and pur,oses of 

this republic are in perfect harmony with Jewish principles and Jewis 

- purposes. The spirit of the old Hebrew com."tlonweal th��XUS..'"C.,"'t is

at the very foundation o� the spirit of this, the greatest and first

republic of history, the first republic of history thousands of years



ago in littl� Palestine laid the foundations or this American cormon-

wealth. And to Jews 3verywhere t�roughout the �orld, to millions in 

darkness an1 oppression, America has always �een mads a land of prooiso, 

to which they hav, looked for1Nard
1 

to which they have turned as the 

land of their redemption. 

The Je.,, today is a living representative of 100 gen,rations of 

Israel's life 4,000 years old and 4,000 years long. Israel lived on 

because of its might and lives on �ecause o� its liberty. The prophesy 

of old was never fulfilled that Israel shall be as the sand of the 

sea or the stars of hsaven for multitude. Nations more numerous than 

Israel have aged and declined and pas3ed away, a.�d the Jew still won­

derfully lives. The Jew •,vas in Egypt ·�hen she 'built her temples, 

tombs and. pyramids; the Jew was in Babyl:>n when she erected er noble 

palaces, marvelous walls and hanging gardens which were the onders 

of the ancinet world; the Jew 'Was in Rome, founded upon her even 

hills X X X X ; the Jew was with Alexander went forth 

to conquer tha ancient world. Thess are the great names an the great 

peoples of antiquity and the graat nations of all ancient history. 

Now they ara only memories. The:, hava gone do'Nn in tha oblivion of 

the past. The pyramids still stand fronting the 3ands �o�f_t�h==-e
,_,.

�..-..�--



Thng�ng gardens of Babylon are buried now beneath their ruins. The 

Parthenon still shines on the heights of the Acropolis; and the Arch 
-----

of Titus that we know symbolized as a type of Jewish X X X 

seven branched candl9 stick, now spea ks to ths world of Ro n power 

and Roman pomp and pride that were once in the days past bu
f 

that are 

no more. And Jerusalem also has fallen and has teen rebuilt, and the 

Templ·e of God stands yet on the ancient hill of Zion, but alone of all 

these ancient people the Jew lives with honor and with power. He alone 

lives the child of an ancient old race, marvelously, miraculously pre-

served through the centuries. 

Nine ysars ago I spoke these wo::-ds: "Ie r3.el in Russia lies 

bleeding a.nd bruised and '!:irokan under the modgrn Pharaoh wh SI'! name is 

Nicholas. Israel lives X X X under the Pharaoh of exter-

mihation
.,; 

and not a human han·1 is outstretched to save, and nations 

expect for her courtesy and make all ance with the Russian utcher.• 

Russia is guilty of words and deeds of the vilest brutality nio be­
� 

lieves Israel will perish in Russia? Who �f us believes th ancient 

people of Israel will be destroysd by this orutality? Who of us be-

lieves the Jews will be exterminated now �Y Russia?n And Qut of our 

�0-. 
hearts there poured forth the great faith nald as in Israel as an 

indestructi�le people and the old faith born of the wonderful stories 



of thousands of pe�secutions and triw::rphs over the� all. And supparted 

by that faith, we spoke the words we telieved that Israel will not be 

destroyed. We talieve Israel ·.vill survive. We "l_jelieve Iara.el tvill 

triumph. We 'bslitJVe Israel will li,rn and not die, and that at last 

in Russia will datvn a day of freedom. And JOU and I have 11,ved to aoa 

it. Spain is inviting to :eturn the children whoa� fathers they ex-

pelled by the fires of the Inquisition 400 years ago, and Russia has 

within the last few days sent out a message of freedo� and equality, 

granting to her sons alike all God-giving hu.�an rights. So at last 

history knows its transformation, and the people who haYe worn the 

shackles and fetters at last stand free i� the sight of all men. 

Therefore we � see Israel f or+:.y centuries old in the mids , of the 

peoples of the earth. t�!Jl.OJbxwxxw:xxnx.iuxu forty centuries old in 

history and in law and in custom is not forty centuries old, but is 

forty centuries young,--young with life aver renewed,- youn -.vith 

power unceasing,- young with enthusiasm and idealism. Israel remained 

true to its highest interpretation of the Jew in history. 




