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Raebbi Gries Sunday ,
> At The Temple March 25th, 1906.

THE JEW OF HISTORY

There is & world of in%tersst in the Jew with the dewn of the twentieth

century. The Jew has been long in %the world, but even &fter these ‘thousands of

years he is not known anéd not understoed. What thinks the world of the Jew? The

world pictures him as the Jew of the Bible - representative of the chosen people,

chosen for God's favor &nd blessing, or singled out for God's punishment and curses,

e people chosen &nd appointeé of God, #s some interpret, with the distinct missicn

to produce the Messian. Nineteen centuries ago the Jews rejected and crucified %he

Messiah, so we are told, and *hen upcn the Jew were fulfilled all the curses that

ere written in Secriptures, enc then a standstill in Jewisn histery and Jewish davel-

opment, snd the rest of Jewish history is unknown - Israel's wandering and persecuted
® &0 heroic martyrdom anc-wonderful life gnd development througn &il these dark cen- 4
turies.

The worl¢ helieves the Jew of today & survivel of & forgotten age, the living
representative of a dead civilizatiomn, an Oriental curiosity, out of place in this
twentieth century life.

Explein the Jew alive ‘oday, wonder of the world, the indestructible race.

One answers - the vitmlity, the persistence, the power, the genius, the cunning of
the race. Another answers - it is *he fulfillment of the law end the prophecy. The
Jew is witness the curse of God is upon him until the day shall come when he shall
see the light end &ccept the Saviour, the Jew shall return to Palestine and rebuild
the Temple, or 'twill be the tims of the Messiah.

They who interpret thus thus understend not the old Hebrew literature, the
Bible &ncd the teaching of the Rabbins, and know nct the history of the Jew in the
centuries since the age of the Bible. There never was & standstill in Jewish his-

tory. There hes been unceasing development from the age of Abraham the Patriarch,
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through Egypt and the desert, through the first Hebrew republic, the Judges and
the Kings,through the first destruction of Jeruselem snd the Tenpla, through the
return end the rebuilding ¢f the Temple, to the last destruction of the Temple
and Jerusalem in the year 70 of +the cormor ersa. Through the almost two thousand
years of wandering since 4that historic avent they have been associsted with the
life end history of every civilized nation, e&nd they have riade their distinc?
contribution tc the development of mankind.

Are we the chosen people for blessing or for curse? In history Israel
eppears es the servant of God, chosen to evolve snd to proclaim religious truth,
but not chosen to give birth %o a religious redeemer. The Messiah idea w&s born
of Israel. .esus was not the only Messish in the history of Israel. Messighs
there were before and after His day. JYesus did not fulfill the Jewish expecta-

o tion, therefore the Jews rejected him. According to Jewish law, his trial end
execution were impossible.

"The Curse of God" is a fallacy. It is the sin &nd crime of the cen-
turies. The dispersion wes not the curse of God. The Jews were scattered
through other lands before the destruction of Jerusalem, and the defense of
Jerusalem egainst all-powerful Rome is a&s magnificient & story as mav be found
in all history.

The later histcry of the Jews is more wonderful than the Bible story. The
wendering Jew sought refuge in other lands. He established his home and won
peace &nd prosperity by industry end integrityv. Then & hundred times came envy,
hate, persecution, and alwavs the choice - spostacy, exile or death. Thousands
beceme apostates. They loved life end their possessicns &nd homes. Thousends

hed the courage end strength to die for their faith. Thousands more had the

courage not to die, but to live, and staff in hand to go as wanderers over the
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carth. We cennot comprehend the misery and persecution of the Jews for centuries.
We fail to understand whet it means to live dsy &nd night with property subject
to confiscation and plunder, with 1life in danger, with home not secred end
women no* inviolate from inhuman outrage, snd children too often slaughtered
by bloody hands. Russis, the infamous, has helped ‘he Jew and the world +o
understend the life and martyrdom of Jews through ecenturies. Who has power to
picture the terrible tragedy of Israel end the ignominy heaped upon the Jew
during the crusades; the valiant crusaders, flaming with hate of the infidels,
plundereé end slaughtered the Jews, the infidels at home. By Church and State
the Jew was compelled *o0 wear upon his person the badge of shame. How often
the cry has sounded, "Death to the Jews and dea&th to Israel's literature.”
The Thorah &nd the Talmud, Israel's law book &znd the laws of the Rabbis, had
been publicly burned at the steke. Israel's literature was no+* destroved. Its
law book is the law book of the world.

The twemtieth century finds +he Jew in America more than & millicn strong.
The Jew has been in Americe. this two hundrec &nd fifty years. Jews fought to
establish Americsn independence. They sacrificed life snd fortune in 4the cause
of American freedom. Jews fought to preserve libsr+ty and +he Union. The heart
of the Jew in lands oppressed longs for Amsrica, his soul yearns to breathe +he
atmosphere of freedom. None are more truly American than these foreign-born
Jewish immigrants. They come to stay in America. Heart end soul they love
freedom e&nd &re ready to give their life-blocd to and for America.

Jews &re not American in spite of their Jewish convicticns. The purposes
and principles of the Republic are in perfect harmony with Jewish principles.

The spirit of +he old Hebrew comronweslth, *he first republic of history, is in

accord with the spirit of Amsrice, the last republic of history. The .Jew, more

than &3l other men, believes that Americs is the land of freedom.



The Jew is always what the worlc will let him be. Shut out from the

world for centuries, he was shu* in to himself. With freedom, down went the
walls of the ghetto, and with joy he hurried forth to life and to freedom. When-
ever a hand is hdnestly held cut to the Jew, the hand of the Jew is ready to
grasp it in honest fellowship. The Jews ere charged with being & race of traitors.
"They c¢o not 1ive upon the soil." Prohibited by law from ownership of the land
these thousands of ye&rs, driven almost these two thousand vears from the Holy
Lend, they still celebrate festivals and customs peculier to &n agricultural
people. Wonderful the idealism of the Jew, in spite of the hard necessities

of his history, in spite of the sordid and mean occupations to which Church end
Stete compelled him. Jews ere practically rien of the world, and they are "drean-
ers of the Ghet%o." Jews gre materialists &nd Jews &re idealists. lnder sorrow
and under suffering, in other lands, in spite of e&ge-long martvrdom, hope lives
eternal in the heart of the Jew that God will hear Israel's cry of effliction.
Despite eighteen centuries of misery, with &ll their terrible realities, the

Jew has retained his idealism. As did the Prophets of old, he proclaims to the
world Messianic ideals and looks forward eagerly tc the coming of the Messienie
age.

Every nation of antiquity, snd &lmosi every people of rore rodarn 4inmes,

hgs burdensd and opprsssed him. Church snd State havs sough®t to desiroy him.
In spite of them all, the Jew lives with honor and with power. No one people,
race or religion hes exercised more permanent influenes on eivilization or heas
put a deeper impress cn human thought and human conduct. The Jew today is +he

living reprssentative of one hundred geanerations of Isresel. Alone of all the

great people of antiquity, tha Jew lives, child of the ancisnt world race, the

most wonderful race of human history.





