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Chattanooga, Dec.7th,1904. 

Every new altar dedicated t o  God, by Israel, js a new witness before e.ll 

the world of Iarael 1 s age.-.cld life, age-old faith, end ege-old victory. The years 

that pass are witness to the number of Israel's years. Contrast Israel's four-thous­

�nd years with America's four-hundred years� Israel is forty centuries old, the 

United Ste.tee but one century. What people he.s so micient e history, what religion 

so ancient a law! Forty centuri•• of life - forty centuries in touch with the history 

of nations - forty centuri.es close to the very heart of civilization. 

What memories it speaks to the thoughtful, tnd what warning to the thoughtw 

less . Memories to the thou�htful � Israel knew the mightiest empires of human history-.. 

Chaldea and Egypt, Bebylon, Assyria and Syria, Greece end Rome. Iarael lived amid a 

civilization buried thousands of years ago, which has waited theae long centuries to be 

rediacovere•. Read the history of the world. 

lnd warning to the thoughtless - a warning to ell who see Israel living 

today emid the great nations. Remember the age-long history of Iarael, end pause 

before you pass judgment upon Israel�• destiny. 

The world declares Judaism a dead religion. We ourselves lament that 

Judaiam does not vitelize the lifa of the Jew. The Jew, bOrn of a race that has li••• 

end die• for religion; the Jew, founder of religions, the world 1 s teacher of morru. law, 

h not religioua in faith, in th>ught, in life. What of the future! What of Judaism 

in the days to come! From without, IJ)eaks the judgment,- Judaism is dead. From withM 

in, sounds the cry, Turn back! American Judaism hes developed in the wrong direction; 

reform has gone too far - it hes feiled; therefore, indifference end neglect. 

Judaism is not dead, end the future of Judaism will witness no turning back 

from the way which American Israel he.s choeen. Orthodoxy, with its laws end customs 



• 

• 

and ritual, end more especially with its spirit, is not destined to be a world religw 

ion ... will nev·er be the religion of the future for Jew and non ... Jew. Judaiam, arrayed 

in its orientBl wrapping•, molded by middle""6.ge persecutions, is unfitted for' occident­

tl life end the spirit of occidental freedom. Those of Iarael who today are crying 

"Turn beck? u who today emphasize most 1trongly trad.i tional and hieto rl.cal ins ti tut:iona 

and customs, fs�l truly to interpret the signs of th e times � they misunderstand the 
.this 

spirit of this .a.ge end
-i
generation. Not backward to the pa■t but ever forward with

eye end heart end soul to the future. Judaism mufilt be face to face with life e.nd 

life ts problems. Its deep emphasis is not upon renderings of text• of the Bible, nor 

upon interpretation• of the laws of the re.bb:il:ia, but on the moral law and the mo rel 

problema. 

Let the Temple be the living canter, the sender of power and of light to our 

homes, the inspir6r ef life, the uplifter of Jewish spirit and of Jewish ideals • 

Prom the Temple should stream forth the moral force which should bring uplift to  the 

human race. I believe in the open Temple, to be a social center for us, the not poor 

in fortune; as the social settlement is the center for the poor in fortune, disadve.n� 

taged by the ciS'cmnstances of life. We, the not poor in fortune, not dise.dventaged by 

worldly circumstance, are often too poor in spirit and in idealism. Here in the 

Temple, let us be moved by purest feelings, here think the highest thoughts. Here let 

life be inspired by prin,ciples honest end purposes unselfish. 

The Temple is a living witness to a spiritual end a not materiel. Israel. 

It is the visible witness and representative of all the altars end Tenples end syn• 

agogues of all the centuries of Israel's ijiatory. It is the living witness to Israel 1a 

spiritual purpose end Israel·1s spiritual power. A thousand years �tood the glorious 

Temples of Israel, the Temples of Solomon end Ezra and Nehemieh end Herod; and two� 

thousand years our humble synsgogues have stood everywhere throughout tm world. 

Every new Temple in Israel is the symbol of the perpetual el tar whose perpetual fire 

has never ceased to burn. Physioelly, the Jew has been overwhelmed; spiritually, t .: 

.. 
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the Jew is triumphtillt; it is his only triumph,- sny other victory were defeat end 

disaster. 

This is the monumental epoch of Temple building. The stone of our Temples 

monument the survive.lend the strength of Israel. !mportent is not the dead stoae 

but the living spirit; velueless the dead. trunk, giant survivor of the king of the 

forest, if there be no life within it. Magnificent ere.the sanctuaries of Israel, too 

often mausoleums for the dead, not Temples open to life end the living. Our Temples 

are splendid physically and splendid their opportun:!.ties end possibilities. Our con­

grege.tione hold latent wonderful power in their hundreds of men end women end children. 

The mighty engine needs stemn to drive the giant wheels; our congregations need the 

apirit•power, the soul of men end women and children to be the soul power of the Temple. 
- ' 

Congregations end Temples glory in their successes. They measure it by 

growth, by number of membership end hosts of children, by financial str1rigth and. free- . 

dom from debt. A congregation is not a real success, does not do its appointed work 

until the Temple helps to make our lives, our families, our homes Ma success; until 

out of the Temple there comes spiritual uplift end morei power, religious liYes end 

religious character. That congregetion is & success which creates homes with a spir• 

itual atmosphere end nobler ideals; which trains a race of men to a manhood more 

rugged, Md a race of women to a womal'lhood finer end nobleri which_gives to sons and 

daughters higher hopes and purer purposes for life 1 s obligations end mnbitions, end 

bring& to fathers and mothers moral cheer aDI moral courage Md makes them stronger 

end heppier through ell the difficulties end burdens of life. 

The Temple is witness before ell the world of the Je1r1
s loyelty to Jude.ism. 

It proclaims what the Jew has done in history, what contribution he hes ms.de to the 

civilization of the world. 

Judaism is four thousand years old ... Judaism is four-thousand years young ,.. 

four thousand years old but its heart is not congealed. It resporxis to every environ� 

ment, it usimilates every civilization, it accepts every new truth. Judaism is old 
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• in history and tradition, :in forms and oeremoniea; it seems enwrapped in a shroud ·

of •eath; but stripped of its mummy wrappings, it is found not deed, nor dying, but

living. Within the half century, within the memory of living men, Judaism has passed

through a refo'nne.tion and a transformation in this land, which would have been the

death of a religion less soun d and less vigorous of heart •

• 

• Tudaism, the old mother of religions, in this twentieth century, is empha ..

sizing anew the age..old Jewish teachings. It proclaims• the unity of God and the_ unity 

of all life and of ell history. It teaches that God nles, not a tribal and not a

Palestinian God .. not a God of the Hebrews - but one God of ell the universe. 

God is Father end m81'1 is son of God, every man is son of God. It does not humanize 

Deity, it does not deify humanity. It proclaims m'en, created in the image of God� 

man under a divine appointment - a morel, responsible. being. It emphasizes the digni­

ty of Ill8Jl· The human race is not lost and nations are not doomed.,, Judai8Jll hes no 

faith in a f e.llen· humanity, but in rising human kind. 

Four thousand yeers young, in every age influenced by and influencing life· 

and thought. It taught the civilized world to interpret life and history ethically. 

It taught mankind that the conduct of individuale.-and the conduct of nations are to be 

weighed in the scales of justice. The ethical ideals end the ethical hopes which are 

the ideals and the hopes of intelligent men end women in our age, ce,me not out of 

Egypt or Babylon, or cultured Greece or conquering Rome; they crone out of the funda� 

mente.l moral laws, taught in ancient Judea. The world I s passion for purity and holi• 

ness, mankind's thirst for God and hunger for righteousness are born of Israel. 

The Jew today is the living representative of one-hundred generations of 

Isre.el. Four thousand years old, he is four thousend years young. He lives not be-

• ..,., of might or of number. The old biblical prophecies that Israel should be as the
the 

sand of the sea and the stars oflfeaven have never found,fulfj_llment. Israel's power· 
Israel's triumph is spiritual and not physical. 

is spiritual �nd not physicnl.KThe strength of Israel was the strength not of the 

force of arms, but the all-conquering power of the spirit end of the soul. There have 
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been many peoples mightier than Israel end nations more numerous - they have aged,­

they have declined, they have passed away. 

The Jew wu, when Egypt bu_ilt her magnif icent temples and tombs and pyramids; 

the Jew was, when Babylon reared her wonderful palaces and walls and her beautiful 

hanging gardens; the Jew was
1
when Rome was founded upon her seven hills; the Jew was 

when out of Greece a young Alexander went forth to conquer the world. There were 

giants in tmse days, these are the great names of the great people of antiquity and 

of ell history. And the great nations of Europe, of mediaevsl e..nd of modern times � 

England and France, Spain end Portugel, Germany and Italy and Russia,persecuted, tor,A 

tured, expelled and slaughtered their unfortunate Jews. 

The great nations of antiquity are only memories now end Israel lives, end 

lives with power. The pyrmnids stand as sentinels fronting the sands of  the desert; 

the baautiful hanging gardens end palaces have been long -s�ce beau�barled beneath 

• Babylonian ruins; the Partherion crowns the Acropolis, symbol of vanished glory; the

Forum stands in the old empire city, and nearby the arch of Titus , erected to comme.m­

erate the Roman triumph over old Jerusalem. On the arch of Titus is pictured in stone

the seven-brenoted candlestick, symbol of the spoil• of the Temple carried in triumph

through the streets of conquering Ro�. Forum and arch of Titus speak of Roman power

and Roman pride end Roma.Jt splendor that are no more. Jerusalem, too, is felle:n end

• 

has been rebuilt - but the Temple of the God of Isre,el stands not on the hill of Zion.

The Jew lives? alone of all the peoples of antiquity N child of the ancient world race, 

unqueetionably the most wonderful race in human history. Forty centuries old, in the 

midst of e.11 the people of earth, forty centuries old in history and law e.nd custom; 

forty centilries young .. young with power, with enthusiasm, with idealism e.m devotion 

to God • 




