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Chattanocoga, Cec.7th,1904.

“Te A Des’h"’hj

Every new altar dediceted to God, by Israel, is & new witness before ell
the world of Israel's age-cld life, age—cld feith, end sge-old victory. The years
that pass ere witness to the number of Israel's years. Contrast Israsel's four-thous-
end years with America's four-hundred years: Israel iz forty centuries old, the
United States but one century. What people h®s 50 ancient & history, what religion
80 ancient a law! Porty centuries of life - forty centuries in touch with the history
of nations - forty centuries close to the very heart of civilization,

Whet memories it speaks to the thoughtful, end whet warning to the thought-
less. Memories to the thoughtful - Israel knew the mightiest empires of humen history-
Cheldea end Egypt, Bebylon, Assyria and Syria, Greece &nd Rome. Isreel lived amid a
civilization buried thousends of years ago, which hes waited these long centuries to be
rediscovered. Rsad the history of the world.

And warning to the thoughtless = & warning to all ;ho see Isrsel living
today emid the great nations, Remember the ege-~long history of Israel, end pause
before you pass judgment upon Israel's dostiny;

The world decleres Judeism a dead religion; We ourselves lement that
Judeism does not vitslize the life of the Jew. The Jew, btorn of a race that has lived
end died for religion; the Jew, founder of religions, the world's teacher of moral lew,
is not religious in faith, in thought, in life, What of the future? What of Judaism
in the days to come? From without, speeks the judgment,- Judaism is dead. From withe
in, sounds the cry, Turn back! Americen Judsism has developed in the wrong direction;
reform has gone too far ~ it hes feiled; therefore, indifference &nd neglect;

Judeism is not dead, and the future of Judeism will witness no turning back

fram the way which American Isreel hes chosen. Orthodoxy, with its laws &and customs
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andlritual, end more especially with its spirit, is not destined to be a world relig-
ion - will never be the religion of the future for Jew and non-Jew. Judeism, srrayed
in its orientsl wrappings, molded by middle-ege persecutions, is unfitted for occidemt~
2l life end the spirit cf occidental freedom. Those of Israel who today are crying
*Turn back:" who today emphesize most strongly traditional end historical institutions
and customs, fail truly to interpret the signs of the times ~ they misunderstand the
spirit of this age andjit:eration. Not backward to the past but ever forward with
eye &end heart end soul to the future. Judeism must be fece to fece with life end
life's problems. Its deep emphasis islnot upon renderings of texts of the Bible, nor
upon interpretetions of the laws of the rabbins, but on the morel law end the morel
problems.

Let the Temple be the living center, the sender of power and of light to'our
homes, the inspirif ef life, the uplifter of Jewish spirit end of Jewish ideals;
Prom the Temple should streem forth the morsl force which should bring uplift to the
human race. I believe in the open Temple, to be a social center for us, the not poor
in fortune; as the sociael settlement is the center for the poor in fortune, disedvens=
teged by the circumstances of life. We, the not poor in fortune, not disadvanteged by
worldly circumstence, ere often too poor in spirit end in idealism. Here im the
Temple, let us be moved by purest feelings, here think the highest thoughts. Here let
life be inspired by principles hoﬁeet end purposes unselfish.

The Temple is & living witness to a spiritual end a not materiel Israel.
It is the visible witness end representetive of all the alters and Terples end syn=
egogues cf all the centuries of Tsrael's Mistory., It is the living witness to Israel's
spiritual purpose end Israel’s spiritual power. A thousand years stood the gloriouc
Temples of Israel, the Temples of Solomon &nd Ezr& snd Nehemieh and Herod; and twos
thousend years our humble synesgogues heve stood everywhere throughout the world.

Every new Temple in Tsrael is the symbol of the perpetual altar whose perpetusal fire

has never ceased to burn. Physicslly, the Jew has been overwhelmed; spirituelly,
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the Jew is triumphent; it is his only triumph,~ sny other victory were defeat end
disester.

This is the monumertal epoch of Temple building. The stone of our Temples
monument the survivel end the strength of Israel. Tmportent is not the dead stcme
tut the living spirit; velusless the dead trunk, gient survivor of the king of the
forest, if there be no life within it. Magnificent are-the senctuaries of Israel, toec
often msusoleuns for the dead, not Temples open to life end the living; Our Temples
are splendid physically and splendid their opportunities and possibilities. Our con-
gregations hold latent wonderful power in %heir hundreds of men snd women and children;
The mighty engine needs steam to drive the gisnt wheels; our congregations need the
spirit power, the soul of men and women &nd children to be the soul power of the Tempile.

: Congregetions and Temples glory in their successes. They measure it by

growth, by number of membership and hosts of children, by financial strength and free-
dom from debt; A congregation is not a real success, does not do its appointed work
until the Temple helps to make our lives, our families, our homes - & success; until
out of the Temple there comes spiri‘tual uplif+ end morsl power, religious lives end
religious character. That congregetion is & success which creates homes with & spire
itual atmosphere end nobler ideals; which treins a race of men to a manhood more
rugged, and a race of women to.a womanhood finer end nobler; which gives to sons end
daughters higher hopes e&nd purer purposes for life's obligations end ambitions, and
brings to fethers and mothers morel cheer amd moral courage end mekes them stronger
and heppi er through el1 the difficulties and burdens of life.

The Temple is witness before all the world of the Jew's loyslty to Judaism;
It proclaims what the Jew has done in history, what contribution he hes mede to the
civilization of the world.

Judaism is four thousend years old = Judaism is four-thousand years young =
four thousand years old but its heart is not congealed. It respomis to every environ-

ment, it assimilates every civilization, it eccepts every new truth, Judeism is o0ld
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in history end tradition, :in forms &nd ceremonies; it seems enwrapped in a shroud
of death; but stripped of its mummy wrasppings, it is found not demd, nor dying, but
living; Within the half century, within the memory of living men, Judeism hes passed
through a reformetion end a transformetion in this land, which would have been the
death of a religion less sound and less vigorous of heert.

«Judaism,the 01d mother of religions, in this twentieth century, is emphe-
sizing enew the age-~0ld Jewish teachings. It proclaims the unity of God and the unity
of 211 1ife and of ell history. It teaches that God rmles, not & tribel and not a
Palestinian God « not a God of the gfbrews = but one God of ell the universe.

God is Father end men is son of God, every man is son of God. It does not humanize
Deity, it does not deify humanity. It proclaims men, ereated in the image of God =
man under & divine appointment ~ a morel, responsible being. It emphasizes the digni-
ty of men. The human race is not lost and na£ions are not doomed. Judaism has no
faith in a fellem humanity, but in rising human kind.

Four thousand yeers young, in every age influenced by end influencing life
end thought. It taught the civilized world to interpret life and history ethically.
It taught menkind that the conduct of individuels and the conduct of nations are to be
weighed in the sceles of justice. The ethicsl ideels end the ethical hopes which are
the ideals &nd the hopes 0f intelligent men &nd women in our &sge, ceme not out of
Egypt or Babylon, or cultured Greece or conquering Rome; they came out of the funda~
mentel morsl laws, taught in ancient Judea. The world's passion for purity end holi~
ness, menkind's thirst for Go& end hunger for righteousness &re born of Isrsel.

The Jew today is the living representative of one-hundred generations of
Isreel. PFour thousend years 0ld, he is four thousend years young. He lives not be=
eamse of might or of number. The 0ld biblicsl prophecies that Israel should be as the
send of the sea and the stars oftEZaven have never found fulfillment. Isreel’s power -

Israel's triumph is spiritual and not physical.
is spiritual &nd not physical.‘LThe strength of Israel was the strength not of the

force of erms, but the all-conquering power of the spirit snd of the soul. There have
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been meny peoples mightier than Israel end nations more numerous =~ they have aged,-
they have declined, they have passed away.

The Jew was, when Egypt built her megnificent temples and tombs &nd pyremids;
the Jew was, when Babylon reared her wonderful palaces and walls end her beautiful
hanging gardens; the Jew was,when Rome was founded upon her seven hills; the Jew was
when out of Greece e young Alexander went forth to conquer the world. There were
gients in tionse days, these are the great names of the great people of entiquity and
of all history. And the great nations of Europe, of mediaeval and of modern times -
England and France, Spain end Portugel, Germeny eand Italy and Russia,persecuted, tor=
tured, expelled and slaughtered their unfortunate Jews.

The great nations of antiquity are only memories now end Israel lives, snd
lives with power. The pyramids stend as sentinels fronting the sands of the deserf;
the beeutiful kenging gardens and palaces have been long since' beenibaried beneath‘
Babylonian ruirs; the Parthemon crowns the Acropolis, symbol of venished glory; the
Forumn stends in the old empire city, and nearby the arch of Titus, erected to commem-

erate the Roman triumph over old Jerusalem. On the arch of Titus is pictured in stone

' the seven-brenched cendlestick, symbol of the spodls of the Temple cerried in triumph

through the streets of conquering Rome. Forum and arch of Titus speak of Roman power
and Romen pride and Romem splendor that are no more. Jerusalem, too, is fellem &nd
has been rebuilt = but the Temple of the God of Isrsel stands not on the hill of Zion.
The Jew lives! alone of all the peoples of sntiquity =~ child of the ancient world race,
unquestionably the most wonderful race in human history, Forty centuries o0ld, in the
midst of ell the people of earth, forty centuries o0ld in history and law end custom;
forty centaries young - young with power, with enthusiesm, with idealism end devotion

to God.





