PROPHETIC LETTER
PENNED MORE THAN
A DECADE AGO

Twelve years ago these letters were
written. Neither of them ever saw
the light of pPublicity, but both are
extremely interesting at this time
of dedication of the new Council Ed-
ucational ‘Alliance. One seems to be
' prophetic,

! Under date of November 8, 1897,
or only a short time after Rabbi
! oses J. Gries came to Cleveland to
/edsume THRarge of the Tifereth Is-
F i'rdel congregation, the young rabbi
jr4ceived an eloquent letter from a
well known Jewish resident.

e wrote to the rabbi for informa-
tion and to secure his careful and
best Judgment. His life, he wrote]
.has always been a busy one and for
that reason he had not been able to |
give much attention to problems
of charity and the best forms of
; philanthropic work. *I feel,” he
| wrote, ‘‘that I have been abundantly
!blessed with prosperity and having
none who now depend upon me I am
considering whether I ought mnot |
share my prosperity with others.”

Following a statement that he has I
never refused his share of charity
when called upon, he wrote, “1 am[
thinking now of the larger problem |
of charity.”

“Do not think,” he writes, “that
I am preparing for death. Though
no longer young I feel myself still
strong and vigorous; but during life
1 wish to make such worthy disposi-
tion of a part of the means at my
commadn, as seems to commend itself|
to my judgment.”

In repiy Rabbi Gries wrote at
length. ‘“‘Despite the many worthy
societies and organizations,” the rab-
Ibi wrote, “and the numerous charit-
A able institutions whose work is a
4 source of pride to us ali, the poor and
unfortunate are always with us.
They seem to multiply more rapid-
ly than the agencies established to
make an end of poverty. And I be-
lieve that the problem of the poor
will continue to perplex us, until we
make a scientific study of poverty, its
causes, here and elsewhere.”

Below are a few brief extracts from
the letter:

' “Thousands of dollars are annual-

4 ly wasted by the unwise distribution

of charitable funds.” .

“Some day I do not doubt we will |
come to our semses, and if for no
other cause, moved by practical rea-
sons, we will refuse to support these

children are to us.
children and they love theirs,
]ch_ildren are born to-g heritage of

d () (] O 2
these entertainments and bazaars, of
which business men complain so
much. What are these but the
means to raise money not voluntarily
given. They will be necessary as |
|long as those who can well afford to
'glve their hundred dollars or their
one dollar will not give of their own
free will but always be sought out.”

“All the hope of the future for the
unfortunate of the world rests with
such plans whose influence is not,
temporary but permanent. The ap-
peal of the poor has force with me
because I feel that he is my brother,
a like Divinity stamped him, man
higher than beast or brute.

ed men ang women to do
this work, as much as we neeg mo-
ney. We dare not tut ourselves off
from our brethren, 17 we will ever
to save them, we must give ourselveg
to the work. We myst come in per- |
sonal touch with the poor. We must |
be the friends of the unfortunate.”

“If we feel that we are human
beings, children

love our
These

'manhood and g woma
4 Pendence.
boor will never fing any end.
ought to guard the
characters of these unfortunate chil-
‘ddren ag carefully as
‘A lives of our own,
the foolish angd sentimental answer to
appeal for charity, help these chil-
dre(xil who beg at
. groad to pauperism to ] ing an
__Jworse than thig, st g o

Then, our p

We
lives and the

we guard the
We shoula not by

our doors, on theif

» 8 center of life

A home like thig .1s needed in
Cleveland. It will never be possible
to save from annua] subscriptions |

established, the work which it will |
do, will bring support sufficient. To- |
day, crowded’in limited quarters, un-
suited to our burpose, a large work
is being done, ang ofttimes rooms
are crowded to more tha their ca-
pacity. I have Full faith in a plan
like this. It.dg does not altogether
save the poor, en it will surely
brighten and s hen the lives of
hundreds of men and women of ail
ages, and of nearly the thousand
children who nged the personal influ-
ence and the Mipral<strength which
will go out from this home:*

“While I cannot assist you in the
Same with a large personal contribu-
tion, should you desire it, be assured
that I am willing to make any sacri-
fice to bring this work to a Buccess.
I stand ready to consecrate
strength and energy in this ca

“’II_\’I‘ER.‘ LECTURES,

The Temple Soclety Presents a Fine
Course at a Low Rate.

The Temple coursg of entertainments

| is attracting much attention, and it is

probable that the seating capacity of the
Willson Avenue temple will be entirely

| filled at the various entertainments, A

| very excellent choice of lecturers and |
concert companies-has been wmade, ag the
folowing nder wi demonstrate:

Wednesdﬁ. Oct. 18, Prof. John B.
eMotte, .. D., “The Harp of the
Senses;” Thureday, Oct. 31, the Red-

| path Grand Concert Co.; Tuosd N

'19, the Roral Welsh Ladies

| Wednesday, Nov. 27, Geor,

{ling, “Hamlet and His :
Wednesday, Dec, 18, Russell H., Conwell,
“Acres of Diamonds:" Wednesday, Jz:‘g.
29, Remenyi Grand Concert Co.: Wednes.
day, Feb. 26, Jobn Temple Graves, “The
Reign of the Demagogue;” Thursday,

| March 28, Temple Quartet Concert Co. of
|| Boston; Wedpesday, April 29, Leiang T.
i § Towers, “David Copperfield.”

i The sale of seats for mmmbm_beg}'ns
on Monday at 8 n. m., and the following
day the public generady will be accom.
modated at Burrows Bros'. i
| _The profits, if there be any, will be ap-

’p]ied to_broaden the edmmhonui_ work
of the Temple pociety. This society is
organizing lgﬁqses as folows:

This institution w English novelists, Prof. Chiarles David- |
ould be 80n, f&delbert col'ege: Shakespeare, Prof,
| Gharles Davidaon, Adelbert college: po-
Tompl 't ‘e " more, than the B8 Jioe sconomy and v, Brat, Wit
Temple is to us. It would be their nhysics, with experiments, Prof. Henry
home from which ought to go forth f %O Muckley, eppervieor publip schools;
influence of life ang light to brighten ' ¥ anthropsiozy, Prof. M. M. Curtis, Adel- |
g 2nd cheer their homes. The poor | § Eﬂ%vmlé‘;ge; €§0%§r‘ﬁ¥f";g‘ﬂe§:ﬂi\{‘::: ]
: # D . Clagpole, 1 rege, '
g?ﬁ:}.;&n gpportunity which would be BRI 5 Cnrron’p'}‘)opjcs dub. Prof. Henry E. |
‘1ém in a home like this; Bourne, Woman's college
] opportunity which would help them = e T
4 to make Something of their lives,
which would give them and theijr chil-

4 dren the means to develop whatever |
good is in their ng

. innumerable organizations with their
~ Y never ending affairs, entertainments
1] and bazaars, which always seem to
be out of season..
4 the work to established organizations
- % and we will trust them with all the
money which they may need. We |
will give more than money. We
4 who have made a success of life will
{ give ourselves to this work, hoping to
4 redeem those who failed in the strug-
I believe most thoroughly in or-
ganized charities. The work of the b
poor will be more wisely administer-
d, and more humanely too, I think_.

We will entrust

A{g‘,g“f_?(:‘,\ﬁ {?@9‘“, B
g’Q‘ BN fk ?’(!’aj'}.e’ ;),}{t
it 1‘%‘*“»»?‘”&
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LINCOLN'S CHARACTER |
" "INSPIRATION TO ALL|

The Martyr President’s Life Story Renews 0uri
. Faith In Democracy |
1]

—

MEMORIAL SERVICES IN THE TEMPLE:Q

Eloquent Addresses By Rabbj Gri_és, President Thwing, Of Western ’
Reserve, And President Howe Of Case—'*He Did Not "
Abuse His Power, He Did Not Fail”

Despite the wretched  weather, lhc:

worst of thé winter, a large congrega-
tion attended the Lincoln memorial
services in the Temple on Sunday morn-’
ing. Lincoln's greatness as a man, citi-
7en and statesman were the subjeets of
the addresses delivered by Rabbi Moses
J. Gries, of the Temple: President
Charles . Thwing, of Western Re-
serve University, and President Charles
S, Howe. of Case School of .\pplicdl
Scirnee and the Chamber of Commerce. |
President Howe  read  the  martyr)
president’s Gettyshurg speech and ex-i
racts from his Tirst and sceond Tin-
angural addresses with comments.
Rabhi Gries said among other things:
“Lidecln’s name will forever be as-|
sociated with the idea of human lib-
erty. Minds there are which have not
vet grasped the fundamental truth that|
Baman lihary must be liberty, not alone
for us but liberty for all, Liberty docs;
not mean liherty for th <hite, and noll
sluvery but lesser il 5 the black!
and the brown and th* v pcoplcs.!
It dees not mean freedo, * author-

ity dor the strong and the s sterful !
yoces cnd subjection and slavery v the
weals word ghie inforior races o1 the
carth. R ~
“In Amerien shivery  persisted i

the Deelartion of
1860, just hefore
e W a0t =0

comtrinliction of
Indopenderce. In
Cihe eivil owar

and inborn,

slaves in the United States. Liberty
meant frecedom for the whites and
slavery for the Dblacks, until the hour
of emancipation, :

“Ilistory has vindicated the wisdom of |
Abraham Lincoln, On his  way to
Washington in 181, standing in old
Tndependence hall and interpreting the
Declaration of Independence, he de-
clared it ‘gave liberty, not alone to the
people of this country but hope to all

the world for all future time. ;

“The Russian peasantry are strug-!
gling now, fighting the age old batile |
of  human  Treedom. Alillions  arc |
dreaming of liherties and pleading for
human rights we hold 1o he natural
Russia cannot be half free
and half serf-—half nobility and half
peasantry.  Lincoln’s historic declaration
‘A house divided against itseli cannot
stand. I believe this government can-
not endure permanently half slave and
half free. I do not cxpect the house
to fall, but T do expeet 1t will cease to
he  divided'=—has  proved true  for
America. Tt will prove itself true for]

Ru~sin, l
“Politically, whather the hinsses or the
peeple shall mile in the ity and the |
date  amd  the  nation;  industrially,
whethér the trusts and the corporations
ar the government shall be supreme:
commercially, whetlior the privileged few
cr the people shall control the noces-

g

P ST

o

. = s o e
r'.smcs of life; morally, whether there
Atk he a double standard of morals,
cne for the private and another for the
puhblic life, one for the rich and power-
| ful and another for the poor and weak
one standard for men and anothel:
standard for women.

“The life story of Lincoln renews our
faith in democracy. It gives us new
trust in the people, and in the govern-
| ment of the "people. Let us remember
his name with honor. His_character is
an mspiration to us all. Intrusted with
' the supreme power of life and death
he did not abuse his power, he did noé
fail. How true the tribute of Jefierson
Davis, president of the Confederacy,
epoken ten years after the war, ‘Next fo

§ the destruction of the Confederacy, the

death of Lincoln was the durkest dav
the south has ever known.” Magnificent
the tribute of the distinguished Eng-
lish ambassador to America. the Hon.
James Bryce: ‘If  American  institu-
tions had done nothing else than produce
the character of Lincoln, they would
have justified their right to be)™

President Thwing spoke in  part as
follows:
“In a humorous way Calonel John

Hay's writings furnish evidence of the
greatness of Lincoln. Colonel Hay tells

Jof Lincoln coming to his room at mid-

1

secured his election on

Yeoln

night to read a poem of Hood's. suving,
however, that what the-eve =aw of Lin-
coln was c¢ven more  laughable  1han
what the ear heard of Hood's 1 erses.

{On the night, too, of the day of the
{sccond election, when Hay and athers

were at the War Department to receive
the returns, Lincoln amnsed the company
in Tull of telegrams by reading irom the
letiers of Petroleum” V. Nashy,  Such
contrasts in the nature of Lincoln uive
cvidence of the man’s essential ercat
ness.” R
Tresident Thwing referred to Lin-
coln’s magnanimity and foresight in his
written statement made in Augusr, 18064,
at a time when it scemed probable that
he would not he re-clected, ta the effect
that it would Le hiz duty to en-aperate
with the president-clect to save  the
Union hetween the election and the in-
augurafion.

“*As” wrote Lincoln, ‘he will have
such  ground
that he cannot passibly save it after-
wards”  After his own clection Lin-
told his cabinet that he had re-
solved. in case of the election of General
MceClellan, to go to him and to say:
‘General, the election has demanstraterd

{ that you are stronger, have more influ-

ence with the American penple than L
Now let us together, you with your in-
fluence and 1 with all the eveculive
power of the government, trv to smve
the country. You raise as many troops
as you possibly can for this {inal trial,
and T will ddvete all my Tenergies go

cassisting and finishing the war!

“_Snc]! foresivht and generosity, such
celi-forgetfulness, are proof  of  the

=5 of Tincoln”
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Rabbi Gries On Lir .

i

Last Monday night in Pittsburg, the .
churches of that city paid a tribute to
Lincoln in Dr. Levy’s temple. Rabbi
Moses J. Gries of the Temple
among the speakers.
ers were Chancellor McCormick, of the
University of Pittsburg, and non-Jewish
ministers of Pittshurg.

Rabbi Gries is in great demand for
Lincoln oratory, having been compelled

was |}
The other speak- i

{to refuse several invitations. He spoke
on that subject at Glenville High on
JThursday noon and Thursday night he

itennial Lincoln banquet given in Winde-
nere Presbyterian church. On Tuesday
{Rabbi Gries responded to a toast on
incoln at a banquet given by the
“leveland Chapter of the American In-
‘titute of Bankers.

The colored people will have a Lin-
foln celebration at St. John’s M. E. |
‘hurch  on  Sunday afterncon when
Rabbi Gries will deliver the principa!
iddress under the auspices of the Col- ;

his private life.
L oentury, he sqid, had heen ¢
miicnary in Jowish
loprnant of Jowi
‘ rahip siuce the ¢
< arta and Terael's
nations.

“And unowhere is the failure of orthe-
Teiymerzertarly demenstrated than bos
i N ho zvid; “everywhere

he

hi Tory
s thengh
‘uction of the
2l cong the

vew York,”

2l eorthiodoxy and eveiy<here the

inal i 2ligious, What was ¢
.

<Y

id of

R jen—

5 avery low

al coda in their private lives,

reformation was nceded.

etuate and justify

the past, but to vitalize the prezent and
cafepuard the future,

i .-‘\fmt‘:x'ica wwho ean state how

i :

e

o b b e

ma s of
H :
1

aw hasz lost
sovnds to

must {ind o
. The dew
powill it have

The auecient
The call
. Tndaism

» throngh Jy
five his relizion; t!

rower.”

[
tien?
thority.
ro-d
in

T

e e e g

vital

delivered a Lincoln address at a cen- If

i)red Men’s Association. |l
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{/RABBI- GRIES ADVISES JEWS. ‘
1 ) e !
1'- Ile Finds Discrepancles Befween Thelr §
a Leiglen and Thelr Lives., }
{| Rabbi Moses J. Gries of Cleveland
Vlesid at the I'ree Synagogue yester- |
‘| day  that the hundrad years i
U pazzed  had wrought  upon the
i 1of Judzism rore changes than all the,
Tlprevious centuries.  He declared ithat
i further reform wae naec-zavy and that ro
]‘1 continue his pewer in the world the Jew
4"3 must live his religion and not merely
P irellow its forins officially and live scan-
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Rabbi Gries Denies Members
of Hebrew Race Are Natu-
rally Exclusive.

[
L

i

Asserts Solution of Preblem
Lies With Followers

»

of Christ.

‘st today we celebrate the feast of

Purim, the old feost of Esther, there

is a power in the story bhecause it

coniains a revelation of the truth of

always

persecuted?
" would be a justification of the his-
tory of Israel

The

from the day

Ilife itself,”” said Rabbl Gries at The

, Temple yesterday. “Why is the Jew

answer

when

Alraham protested against the idol-

atry about him to the present day.

“There is a soclal prejudice that we

cannot fathom.

We cannot lay hold

upon it, yet we know that it is prus-

ent.

A social barrier walls abont the

Jew and then the Jew is charged with

being exclusive.

The charge !s made

that the Jew does not wish to inter-

marry.

Shall the

Jew

intermarry

with those who refuse to live side by
sice on the same street?
“Aly thought is that the Jew can-

not solve th
wait for the

awalkening in thein, a kuonledge

o

is quostion.

We

nonJews to have

must

an
of

the immorality, the injustlee of this

attitude.

The

world refuses

to

un-

derstand the Jew and fairly to com-
prehend the meaning of his history.

The Jew

shall

hold himself

as

his

fathers have taught him, pure in _h‘.c
personal Life, pure in his f:xmi]y h.fc.
The Jew shall be a man of inteleet, ©

man of cultu
“The solut

it the
h. If

re. _
ion is not in

cecond

the Jow loave

the retorn
of the Jeweg to the Holy Land, there,
comng of the
his Juda-

isin it is not to turn to Christianity, it

is to unbelief

*Neither is the

he turns.
probilem

to

e

colved hy the establishment of a Jew-

fsh state.

The Christlan

world

pects the restoration of Israel v
may say to the world that there will
Hebrew
prophecics until there is a real ful-
fillment of the prophecies.

be no reali

“How shall we solve the Jewish
guestion? By Justice betweoen 11n
and man, between nation and wotion
1 -noreligion and rediglon. I will
B ositved Dy frec om0 i-se mitie n
8 g Mg o<t
there will ol poiede itism g
unthristion. unJewi=h.  Ti
goldin oge is alvass belole us G

never ehin

zaiton of the

)
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of T-ra=l. Ol g Ras failed 1o uphod
dudiep, oo nau? js that failurs .o
rennifest oas bere gn Amerira and in el
York, Qrthodeay is impo sble under no0- .
€rn ceoneric and social conditions, Juc-- .

WY e hi
., NOVEMBER 15, 1909.
e | size of the purse and parily "on the extent
I | of time during which the purse has heen in
if | the possession of the famlily. Then he sa.d:
n

A few dayvs since a multi-millionaire |
coupla were divorced, in a msthod which
gtme of the best and most conservaiive
rarers In this city have regarded s fip-
preper and seandalous, elafming tht ¢
courts made a disiinction In their fos
beeause of their wealth and position.
vas, arcording to them, anciner of thns
recozniticns by the courts” of the privi-
leged class. They are_occasicnal, hut they
are worth noting ag ifidicating a tendency,
a wend. against athich both Chureh and
Staic should gudrd.

Z

"01?/1'1?01)0,1’1' FAILS.”

vd
Modern Conditions to Blame,
Say Jewish Reformers.

A symposinm on the Jewish Riformustion
¢ the feature of the ipettirg of the Foee
nagogue at the Indson Theatre
The Rev, Dy, Stephen 8. Wise
Rabhi Moses J. Gries,

cneni o goaddress, suad,

e I

Lesier-

The Jast hundrend 5
more ~Lange in Jndaism than all the centu-
ries that went hefore, No such troi sfor-
mation of Jewish thoughs and Jewlsh for
of vership Yos (len plore since the de-
streetion of e teranle o the dlupersiom

have wroutht

ism cannot Uve as un ideal: it must find its
expression and interpretation in the life of
the Jew. ,

Rabtbi Leo ML Franklin, of Deiroit, Mich,,
in the cenrse of his address said: i

If .
carned,
human | ory.  The
the arhelst may be n
the spceinus thoeorjes
ing on the Jewish Lirfarn
my purpose 1o chow that
ment in Judaism is
hand In our history.
cer and Wise are

U into ti

the unf
npt.
el odnnos
of ol
mation it =hsll
tle refornn maov
e reflex of God's
Einhorn, Adier, (ei-
speaking the me
that Ged pu reir hearts.

The Rev. Dr. Willjam &
Denver, in DMis address, said:

The madirn

of

Fricdman,

W ish
0.

Reformation 1 o

i
|

i
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i
1

only o eentury

). when the Jow
itted 1o the

s and rosponsibi

it slhin. A '
wl crall no .
al corem BB pe ~iirrod I
the soivitusl Lopes a ieturn to the ccil !
Tiew Uie Jurst of var fothes,
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RABBI GRIES REPLIES TO ccos 3
RABBI WOLSEY’S CRITICISM.

“The Failure of Reform Judaism” Sermon lnll
| Scovill Temple Analyzed

© OPEN LETTER WITH EIGHT QUESTIONS .

“Do You Accept Or Do You Reject The Principles Underlying Reform
Judaism?—“Why Did You Not Offer A Satis-

. factory Intermarriage Resoluticn?”’

.

-
-

B € ———

v

L4 f, .
S ,’ The following from Rabbi Moses J.| Nothing is easier than to make '-’; .
0! Gries to Rabbi Louis Wolsey requires|hroad generalizations. It is very| 23,
\['mo further explanation: hard to establish them. Nothing is}.“"* (=

easier than to pronounce sharp criti- | :'*"

l
An open reply to Rabbi Wolsey's|cisms. Sometimes it is very hard :o ok
-+ " attack upon Reform Judaism. justify them. Al
v e My attention has been called to| You say “but the book of Reform
My (Your recent sernion, entlt]ed “The|Judaism is closed. . Far from being! -
‘1 ¢, Failure of Reform Judaism.’ Reply-|the hope of the Jew today it may beh Ll

Hng to my inquiry you answer: “The|the menace of his very existence.” K
; report of my sermon as it appears in Question 1. Do you accept or an

2

BT T T A o

) ‘the Teader of December 4th, and the|yon reject the principles underlying 4o
last Jewish Independent, is correct, | Reform Judaism? L
for I wrote it myseif."” You say “What Reform has ac- "

i I forward (his letter to you in an-!complished we must be grateful for—

s\ swer to vour note of yesterday, In but to allow its method or its ideals

(". .. ‘order that your reply may be pun- to continue after its work has been | L

§oo A ~,wli<hod together with my open letter to done, is to 'face Judaism with a;. -

I "1 you, menace and an inevitable failure.” Sy

it is contrary to my custom to in- Question 2. What method and || F, .

‘dulge in controversy, but your con-|what ideals of Reform menace Juda- ',’,ﬁ;

p; ulemnntion of Reform Judaism is solism and threaten inevitable failure? n,d‘f.’
,Iqweeplng. and your criticism of the|Please be specific enough. /3 m'

l,.,iwspirlt and the action of the recent! 1Ina paragraph beginning ‘“‘But that&‘ L

Conference of Rabbis is so drastic,|is the spirit of modern Reform,” you T oY,
» ,th'tt I cannot permit them to passiare guilty of unjust reflections upon \
unchallenged. Your utterance was| Retorm Rabbis, Reform Congrega- | \;; e”
,‘; public and published, therefore this! Bzt #* e
. *.1 reply to you is ‘‘open’’ to the public. ¥ ,wie ¥
A (RIS AL Tt v e

ot o=
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qtions and‘Reform Judaism. Every
sentence of this paragraph could he
{4 successfully challenged, i. e., I quote
your own language: ‘Devotion is
measured by figures; religiousness by
a card index, and worshipfulness by
rabbi worship.” !

Question 3. Of what Congrog‘n-‘
tions and concerning what Rabbis!
may this be said with truth?

And quoting again: “Catholic can-
onization, germs of excommunication, !

. . R i
amalgamation with the nations, syco-;

1
l
I

ijcy of proselytism and we can
easily conclude from this evasive pro-+
vision how inadequately Reform
meets the problems of modern
Jewry.” ¢
Here, fortunately, is a definite

statement, whose truth you can easily
substantiate by the resolution itself.

Question 3. Tlease do not ‘ail in
your reply, to quote exactly, the

words or phrases which imply the

secommitment of Reform to a policy
of proselytism.”

Your emphatic repudiation of thr
Conference resolution and your in
jection of the ‘'policy of proselyts
makes pertinent the inquiry:

Question 6. Do you, in your prac-
tice, conform to the decision of the
Conference concerning the Speception

phancy before the Gentile, transfor- | of proselytes?” Are you more or jess

mation of the synagogue into a

church, a religion of charity expend-
ed by the superior rich upon the in-

ferior poor, the aivision of Jewry inlo | ceotution as “evazive.”

German aristocrat and Russian ple-
Leian—all this is the sign index of
the failure of Reform Judaism.”
These are your very words, Un fair .
and unjust-—I let them stand to spealk
their own refutation, for e\'ury’
thoughtful Jew. Not a single phrase !
drictly trne. It is a misinterpre-'
Wion of the spirit of Reform. It is
misrepresentation of the purposes and
mouves of Reform Jews.,  And Ilw:
fling at the *‘rehgion of charity” and
the ‘“‘superior rich” and the' German |
aristoerat’ is as unwarranted as it is
uncalled for. '
You say ‘‘And thus we have the]|
failure of Reform Judaism. It ont-{
lived its day, and it must yield to a,
new day with a new-oid spirit.
day of construction has set in,
day of criticism is done.~
Question 4.  What s

from the programme and purposes of
other Reform Rabbis? l

Your criticism of the Conference
because of its “‘intermarriage resolu-
tion” is needlessly severe, and as far
as I know, without any foundation in
fact. Iither you misunderstand o
you do not know, the language of the
resolution. You say “The implication
of its intermarriage resolution was
the commitment of Reform to a pol-

rigorous than the Conference which
yon condemn because of a “policy of
proselytism?”

You eriticise the intermarriage

Question 7. Please publish  the
non-evasive  resolution  which  you
would have had the Conference pass

You are a member of the (o
cnee, and were present at ifs «

It was vour right, nay vonr
endeavor to save the Conferene:
what vou now eall “evasion”
“paliey of proseiyvtism.”

Question 8, Why did yon i
lently by ? Before and not atter th
resolution was passed was the time £
speak-—then and not now. W hy ddid
you nof. offer a satistnctory (NOATS
tion? .

Ly the “intermarriage resotntior
according to your statement, the ¢'en
tral Counference of American Rabh

The | ‘eloquently illustrated the failure o
The |neform.”

This illustration, which
you yourself have chosen, proves ned

! b your com-|ihe fajlure of Reform, but most con
struction and wherein does it differicjysively the

failure of your ar~nu
ment, and the manifest inarcurac;
vour statements.

Please do not fail to answes
questions,

RABRI MOSES T, GR

(Rabbi Wolsey has notified us {
he will repiy to Rabbi Gries’ oy
letter in next week's Jewish Tnil
pendent.—The Editor.)
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PERD W {E S

,. " THE CONTROVERSY

BETWEEN 1|

; RABBIS WOLSEY AND GRIES
L

. S i
“R f D t J y %4 Lh‘(')ught in all of American Israel. i,‘ ‘

erorm Ues roys €W S| 1 agree with you very heartily [y.¢
. : b ‘¢ when you say that “Nothing is easier‘ 4
7 1

Unlqueness ! {han to make broad generalizations. {h_{:;

— 1t is very hard to establish them.” [:

'4' WHAT WOLSEY SAYS i 1f, however, you have introduced your gr -

v argument with this truism as an ex- :‘w

b ) — ;i planation for your own failure to de- ”c\]
B «Reform Philosophy Paves Way For d fend the Reform movement with any- KB
[ . . fifg H - .

: Jews Extlnctlon"— Absent % tt.xing more than dogmatic generaliza f

. tions, you have only proven that you b

i From Mamage Debate . ' have not justified the continued exist- *K

11 — "{;‘ ence of the Reform interpretation. '"‘j

| WOLSEY'S REPLY TO GRIES. . “Not a single phrase is true. 1tisa,

1 . . . )
(i .|r“ II“I .'“*-‘\tl \veek]s "?“"Sh Independent, i misinterpretation of the spirit of Re- |
4., | Rtabbi Moses 1. iries, of Tifereth .8 " ; neralizations, '
ol {1arael, published an open letter to g form. Thes.e are g( nemhmtlo'n% ~
D s dogmas which require something

1! ff"l

S

\

|
|

[1tabbi Louis Wolsey, of Anshe Chesed,

W The
ke -
T Below s a reply by Rabbi v olsey of
A ‘ll{abl)i Giries' open letter:

in eriticism of the latter’s sermon on
Failure of Reform Judaism.”

.l statement as t

* more than mere uttera

PAl

o tiate. 1f vou have S0
of my sermon which w
the public only in the
then I must rec

iﬁ

. opsis,

nee to substan-
premised your

o serve as an indictment

as presented to
form of a syn-
all the Talmu-

i\

| An open letter in answer to Rabbi
. (iries’ open reply to my sermon on the'

[ 1mailure of Reform Judaism.”

- ! | have read vour open veply to me
with great eare, and white a contro-
vorsy is as distasteful to me as it is
fo you, I weleome  vour questions
most cordially, as they give me an
opportauity to more clearly and ox
tendedly defend my position. I woull
regret with you. any religious dispute
hegun in petulance. arrogance 01 in
offended dignity,  and continued in
bitterness and  passion. But there
need he no sueh disputation between
we, 1 feel sure that we can conduct
Ceuel adebate in the best of feeling
and with the heartiest respecet for onc
anothers opinions,

On the ather hand, 1 could hardliy
conecive of any depth to our religious
Iile, it it feared 1o dispute and to dis-
cuss vital issues. 1T Beth Hillel and

CBeth Shammai had not disagreed we

.

-

»

| die aphorism: ‘“‘One must not accuse,
{ another of a blemish which he pos-hy
sesses himself.” 1f you mean to de-:
fend Reform, I am not unreasonable
it I look for statements as specit‘i(-l
and definite, as you very correclly
require of me. This you have not!
done. You call your statement a ‘Re- |

|

gl

Vopty” though the major portion there-
of consists of questions, and the re-
mainder of generallzm.ions——all of, -
S which ean hardly be called a defense|
of .eform. ‘X
Question 1.—TLet me answer yourF s 4
gquestion by first defining what 1 be-
, lieve to have been the original mean- 1%
ing of Reform.
1t was an attempt to meet a condi-Eé ki
{ tion, namely to reconcile the Jewish¥ ¢
Y Religion to the Jew's life after he“%
.| had emerged from his narrow Ghetto.&;
1t aimed further, to re-emphasize the
principles fundamental to the Jewish,

b Reform aimed to vi-h.~

s a——

i might never  have had a Talinud. e faith. Where
Their aisputations were carried onl: talize a formalized Judaism, and tof .
. in the name of religious truth. and 1 ~h1 jeclare its religious outiooks and its’ 5_4_
see no reason why our own differing § ‘moral system as of greater impor- "
iviewpoints might mnot be ventilated | 5 tance than its ceremonial institutions 4
under the inspiration of a like love “Hlana its ritual observances—I accept
_ for the truth,  for we are not debae i:Yithe principles underlying Reform:*®
N ing a loeal issue. This is a matter of .1 Judaism. i
' vital concern to all of American Juda- :\: But in order to achieve this pur- ‘;
jsm, for the interpretations which we ,.”3 pose——:md this answers Queslion 2—-.. &
', are respectively assuming are merely £ 4{ Reform was dnoer the necessity oft =
stpaws which indicate the currents of ke eliminating many customs and rites!
T TIPSR TR ™y ,,.,}; "‘;"._‘.‘.'.l.‘..mh had been associated with Jow- F \
R Y ° —i——.—l.,.a‘.__-”'" '.‘;_:\';., : T :‘; ..\_ T ‘.(fx‘
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umethod was that of the eritie. It act-

2.

: . A T ¢ : S
T T T "t L -‘.L i TN by | :
ishi lile for "mjany centuries.  Its 4/capped by the Reform .lethod which i

sued oas surgeon, and it dissected and
secvered many a dead branch from |
the tree of Judaism. !
Modern Reform may be chiracter-
ized as an extravagant development
ol hoth this fdeal an. this method. In
laying stress upon ideas, it has— |
whether consciously or no—attempt- :
od to equate Judaism with all univer- .
sal religions, and by thus destroying
(e uniqueness of the Jew and the
fewish religion, has prepared the way
For the assimilation of the Jew,

N
:
|

i{is to us almost as a fetish, we have
de-Tudaized many of our synagogues.
YoYu want me to name those syna- *
-ifgogues. Surely it would be in bad |
' taste to individualize. Let us avoid
the personal as much as possible. I
could name half g dozen congrega- i
i ti.ons of prominence of whom my in
jdictment is almost literally true. As/
i to ”“{orshipfu]ness by rabbi worship,” |
1this_1s true of nearly every Reform !
. ..Te\wsh congergation in America, for?‘
;If you should eliminate the effective }

-~

| speaker,

p p the attractive "
| . Lr;l me illustrate 1t§]r31etlloq..t Ir: .and modern culture from t%%rslg:gig'.'
[ - ‘u.np ‘msw.m[: U.l( pure y. spiritual, Jewish puplit, even what scanty at- .t

toaspect of Judaism, Reform defined 'tend N . K
. Vi , . : . . ance now prevails, would be wo-
i . i the Jew as a member of a religious {fully diminished, It ig not Lin- |
+ . Uenomination which  posited as itsfa fulness, plety or relini gors 11p-
ot . !fundamental principles the Unity of which c,ount in the Refglous -devotion
«,, 11God, the Brotherhood of Man, thel,, f=r——ountill Srorm synagogu
e ol g'S. red f Life..of Home. of P »y—it is the personality in the pulpit.
AT ‘a"ﬂ ;| Sacredness of Li e.q-o om . rop- 5».\ -iDo you now challenge this statement? {1}
St of Sensuality, Greed,| '\ could do it success-|.

erty, the Sin
(et,c. The material ¢onception of the
", |/word. namely that the Jew is a mem- l
: @ | ber of a race, a family of people who
W, gjare the bearers df these truths—was
b0, Nirejected by Reform. As it strove to

4 accentuate the universal, it subordi-i;
.- 'nated the particular out of existence {
K <« —aml my contention is that to follow '

« <, 1'this philosophy any further, is to pre-

o
e e ek

2

3

%‘

#5,

[
L

JYou say you
fully. I
And now. as to the exception which
you take to my statement: ‘‘Catholic
canonization, germs of excommunica-
tion, amalgamation with the nations, i
jsycophancy before the Gentile, trans- ...
4 formation of the synagogue into a @
church, a religion of - charity expend-

1

b o Lopore the way for the extinetion of the |ed by the superior rich upon the in-|
P Lygodews . We have talked about funda-} | ferior poor, the division of Jewry into
: ©jrmentsl principles Tong enough.  The b German aristocrat and Russian ple- <
_— ,"’ time has come to emphasize the spe- } beian—all this is the sign md,t’ax of ¢
! ;.',*! cially Jewish aspect of our religion, f., + the failure of Reform Judaism. i Y
v i -/ The continued and exclusive use nfl, « You have very effectively, per-! Itk
A . i[the Reform Method. and the exclusive 43 haps unwittingly, put an arrow into [ %y
i <! bursuit of the Reform iaeal is to my -5 my quiver when you say tnat you let prer
\ : 1|mind a menace to the Jew and his s 4 these words ‘'stand to speak thelr pts
k-a“’ | ]i faith. L. 4 own refutation for every thoughtful E""
‘ [ You may challenge my contention, *“lJew.” You have by implication ban- o
s but T want to sound a warning that jlished me from the class of ‘‘thought-
s <. {/the day is not far when the choiceat ) ’3 ful Jew." 1rou will pardon me if 1
o .| Tewish spirits will be irrevocably lost {3 add to the above criticisms that Re- ok
", .. ilto us. if we shail make the way easy r"fl‘ form has nursed not alone rigid and kﬂ'«{";
"}.r" b ! into amalgamation over the route of | *{ {ntolerant narrowness, but something Aidg: 4!
4 4l Reform Judaism, Let me point to our |, {1 else not far removed from vanity. My 3. 3
. ;Iempty temples, to our lack of Jewish . G‘ word ‘‘germ’’ is correct. Only one H‘ ik
o + i feeling, to our waning or the Jewish % |step more beyonu Reform, and | '
Sen b A:," consciousness, to our aense ignorance he might expect to be excommuni- ¥
"o of the Jewish past. Striet adherence ) ] cated finally and completely from the |
b ) 'tn the Reform ideal and the Reform f+3 Jewish fold altogether. ;
t A .'2‘ : Method will never cure these dis- You say my words “misrepresent <
do TR eases, Reform only exr‘llses‘them. .I" the purposes and motives of Reform
Bl e {effect, it shows how there is no dif- | . Jews.” I deny that charge in toto. |
ke © /) ference between Jirdaism and the re- | have never impugned the motives of

o }q.'j‘.-liginn of the enlightened Gentile—
"« wand thus you menace the continuance
srof some of our ablest Jews within the
s b Jewish fold.

Lo T Question 3—Study frankiy the life
s L.wlof the Jew in Reform cireles, and vou
‘w4 will see how unsound is our religious
Vo health,  We have honestly and con-

T

i

g, .' ;l sceientiously enough attempted to vi-
B A talize _our synagogal life, but handi- |
T ey e e a EE L ——

the Reformers. 1 have always he-
lieved—and still helieve—that they
were inspired by no other motive
than the fear of God and the love of
the Faith, Tarly Reform was a ne-
cossity,  Modern Reform is  honest
» enough, but it is misguided. It is a
/movement ~j.o-see_(_l_;ﬁlttiq day_is
r : .

3
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I 3"
s ,j':,
. l ‘jdone. It no loneer answers a con- § Slogans we shonieg o
r - ©(|dition  widely different from that are  out of  date. |
i X ‘-"\vhivh obtained during the major por-‘ moved on, and fo riy0,
i . '[tion of the nineteenth century. : form is to abide complae: o
L “Catholic canonization”—-Do you. —Amoss-grown patch  of <tqn.
B mean to say that the .ast Conference - .4 While Judaism marcliis jo, oy
.idid not almost canonize Einhorn?i‘f“ % genuine Orthodox is {he 1.+
“Sycophancy before the Gentile” T.. ﬂl«_ never changes his view poins
LI LN ’il repeat the charge. The Reform Jewf‘_‘j’«,‘ﬂ My constructive progiamm.
A - ;| is olhsessed by a fear of prejudice, andf;»{'- wi.. find in our  loeal Jowish po.
. !'when T hear a manly and brave as-; . {issue of December 17th, in a cvion
cor i/ sertion of Jewish individuality, I also} . Jof a sermon called  “The o,
' ‘s hear the attempt to silence the speal-/ © 1 Mean.” I believe we ecan awalken !
w o ‘ler wth the elegant words: “Hush,$ ish feeling and stimulate Jewi o
o " i you make rishus!” Have youn ever...':thusiasms if we elothe o
W |heard Reform Jews soft-pedal the'- iprinciples with those ol fine
JE ey word ‘Jew' in the presence of Gen- istill retain their old-ti-
W * «o tiles? T have. A religion of clharity fappeal  to the  poo o

‘;‘ expended by the superior rich upon,

%‘f’.’gg: " % the inferior poor”—you condemn the'. §

; ' ./ statement, and yet it is a too frequent ,\-&

: >{ & | experience with me to hear rich con-j %
o tributors to charity denounce the re- ';., ;
v‘l :{ cipients of their charity as “ingrates.” ¥

i What does the word mean? ‘‘Becanse
| you have received my dollar, you
jmust bow down before me.”
v statement about ‘the division of )
7 Jewry” offends you. You say it is’
“‘unwarranted anu uncalled for.” Par. )
a(]on me if I tell you that in the so- N
P

vy

;

{

Y eiety of German-horn Jews, nothing
can quite so condemn a man as to bef
derived from Russian soil. 1 can cite
vou numerovs instances._ Analvze
. the word “Pollak,” anu along with
4l your comprehension of the sneer and
contumely tnat accompany the curl-
ing of the lip which hisses the word
7. 4| out—and you will concede that they
issue from circles of Jewry that pride
themselves upon an aristocracy that
derives itself from a certain terri-
torial origin.

AB a teacher in Israel, T know you

.

A eeed® b Ty

R

i g
rwel

modern generaijon.
Let me cite tor AR

dush ceremony.

1

bodie o

re-institution can bring lada,

to the home,

to the household,
evening meal that old rel
i which encircled the fami
My '* {though it were an altar.

impart a Jewi'h -
and

give o
igious |
Iy tabl

Thus with the old ceremony
conserve and make real many L,

truths — truths

glories — wwhieh now are
more in the wutterance the

deed.

How does this differ fro

gramme and
form rabbis?
originating a n
ism?
matter?

Reform rabbis.
been advocating

some time; but in
Judaism from thj

they

purposes of other
Do you believe T
W movement in Jud
Do you think
Not at all.

not differ from the sta

which Repoe
Do
(2] I FE

m the

all this is a ln
My plan do-
ndpoint of all

Many of them ha,

these revivals

80
8

fon
far as they vir
historical ha.j

are no longer Reformers in |
< .

.

*",-:’1'; condemn these features of Jewishr
"« life, but as a thoughtful Jew, you!

:Jmust also recognize that these phe- '
' nomena actually exist—and that they

R
:

3

Y] strict sense of the word.
followers of what I chocia
i ‘The Golden Mean in Jud o
{Magnes, ‘in Now York, oot

They
tn

It

of

~ H e

It
1o
Qi)

As a faithful adhopren:

arm o

e o

This spirit of e,

N are conditions obtaining within Re-, !
: 7 ‘.‘T.' form Jewry. B ,'(Ol}nter-l‘(ororn)ntinn,"
e - 4 Question 4.—"The day of construc- - . jesting to roa in a lette
: "+ tion has set in.” T do not helieve in a { ; ySelomon, of Savannah, (1 (he
ST © stand pat' policy in religion, any! 'sjAdvocate “‘D(‘C@lllb!‘l' 181
[ -'{f more than T do in any department ;f!phrasq: . .
g 1 of human thought. \We must move the principles of modern Ref
d i forward to mect new conditions as scalled, though With others, |
3 “ " they develop, and we must think out tain, Iistoric) Judaism,
rew panaceas for new wounds. Amer- ot himself,

ican Jewry is changing rapidly. and
to stand st.ll upon the old platform of |
Iteform is to be guilty of a reckloss
and unpardonable orthodoxy. [ Doe-
tlieve in being progressive, and 1 ool
(that to adhere to Reform is to stand
fast_in the mire of an old dav. The

widespread, and the Radicals in

ism are ‘either opposing oy
Lt

minds tnere i«

Vorur,
T+

Some of them refey in i1
ligious romanticism.""
yYour question at once

Fiddi
Hi
T, N
T

consido
ence of opinior from
have falteringtv tricd



5 "":.f'&.

~
o el
PV -3

o B n ”',:,"”4, e )
B R e (4 TR T 10 L YO '

Question 5.—-_‘-111 oruer to evidence
to you that I at least “‘know"” the l:m-},
gudge of the Conference's resolution W
on intermarriage, 1 herewith copy it:’
"Resolved, That the Central Confer-
ence of American Rabbis declare
that mixed marriages are contrary to
the tradition of the Jewish religion,
. ana should therefore be discouraged
by the American rabbinate.” I have
copied this from the proceedings as
reported in The American Hebrew of |
November 19. )

i When 1 say that this resolution .

‘."-'5 “ivirtually committed the vonference !

N ~;l.0 i policy of proselytism, I feel that

11 do not “misunderstand” its mean-

- v}'iug. What is a mixed marriage? A

ymarriage of a Jew or Jewess with a

+ iperson whou professes another re-

2 Tligion, and has not been converted to-

= | the Jewish religion. I am using the *
J4language of Dr. Schulman, as he de-§ 7

; i fines the term in his paper on “Inter- -

: . (marriage.” The woru “intermar-

;| riage” is serupulously avoided in the

- | resolution. Why? Because “inter-

Y/ marriage’ means a marriage between

persons of different races. (Ct’.'%(

i Kohler's article on “Intermarriage’

“ordlin the J. E.) !

. The inference is obvious. If con-! -

version takes place the rabbi may of-'

ficiate at the marriage. The resolu-
tion, while declaring against mixed,
marriages, inferentially suggests how
such a marriage might he arranged.”

_- 7l Pray tell me, if this is not a policy -

Y hof proselytism?

L Question 6.~ (a) Only when cou- #

. pelled to by regard for the Jewish® .

wellare of the  second  generation., ”
(D) b eertainty am  more  rigorous
cthan the spirit of the noew resolution, %
Question 7. 1 would have offered

no resolution whatsoever, The tra-4°
dition on intermarriage is definites |,
“and well-known, and 1 feel that the
time of the Conference is too valu- 1
dahle, and.its reputation for sanity too
precious to freitter away its hours, and '
its  patience, ' with resolutions on
fruisms ana commonplaces. Would "
vou have he Conference pass a reso-

b lution, solemnly declaring that the!
woek has seven days?  Nor would |-
propose o resolution  on  intermar-s
tiagee,  That would mean nolhing"

, Wwore or less than that the subject isf
jdebatable.  To this, I do not agree.
! On the Thursday aftérnoon of the.:

1 Conference, you wili remember that?

© L& motion was made to close the dis-
cussion on “Intermarriage.” I was'

one of the thirty-four who voted in
“favor of the motion. I also voted -
; against reconsiaeration. I believed

P Lasle a1

e

5

A
4

g

o g e e e

r‘.‘}"b
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»
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-
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]

T

° jr
‘Mn..t_ 2 PN v st
4 llm.‘rmm"rnd"‘(:hmwmsmn aned the pa-

pers were very much nut of place.
When the motion carvied, 1 firmly
"' believed—and so did most of the
‘¢, other rabbis—that this Conference
" ;}'ha(l ruled the subject out, at least tor
., this session. [ never anticipated th .,
¢ | anyone would bring the matter hefo
the body again, particularly during
the closing hour of the sessions. Tl
4 resolution, which was carried. wa
B brought before the rabhis almost at
, the very end of the convention. I had
lett the Conference some twe hou
helore, ovcause o wis cotapelion
take an carly evening tvain <o thad
might return to Cleveland by the
morning. 1T was, thevefore, nog X
ent when the resolution on interm: -
ringe was oltered, argued and e g,
Does that answer your Question
No. 87  And yet you ask nie: Wl
aw you sit silently by?" Your qu
1 tion amazes me, not becausc it
i asked, but because you ask it. You
 were the last person to whom | spol. -
' before leaving the Conference. [ woli
you why I was compelled to leuve
Tand we bade one another bood-hye.
v Jyou knew that I was not prescnt
%. during the entire debate on the in-
w | termarriage resolution. When yon
‘, returned home you told me over the
j bhone of the exciting debate whicl
. took place in the closing hour- and
J yet you ask me: “Why did you .1
« silently hy?”  To be sure, | shonld

N

is

b

- have spoleen before  the  resolution
Pwas prssed, but T had no long di-
tianee means of communiciating wiil

Cthe Conterence

Y It neither my prescenee  or g
dsence isoan argument when we oo
. isider the unfortuante chavact r

Cthis »esolution on intermarrias .l
Simatter is either inherentiy i
1 good—and that, too, withoutr o
« dreference to one individual's spo
lor silence. If my country purs
what I think is a mistuken policy,
Aig a patriotic duty to point onut 1
{mistake. 1f the Centrid Conreroy
Jof American Rabbis resolves what
believe arc unJewish interpretation
it is my right and my obligation 1.
J eriticise it in the house of its (rivug.
. You close your Open Reply by -
-Ving that my illustration provis con-
“clustvely the failure of my argument
{and the manifest inaccuracy ol
| statements, Well, we at leust g e
tnat it proves failure and inacoiny
"a(‘y somewhere., At any rate, | L
Jfatended to your request of )i
“* ] do not fail to answer the quoesiion
B Fraternally yours,
LOUIS WOLRLEY

v
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Ism s closed --jrg story s endeV’ k

3 \ : s T Yook sy
: A;_:L-. "J“Do You Obey Bib]ical ete, you yourcelf ave utleu(ll]i);zinngc’nsl

T

e,

a3 1 W

i continue the story.  You
; : » deny that you are “‘originating a new
.; Dletary LaWS? ﬂmovement in ) daism. 1 agree with
¥ iy :you. You are not orig:nating a nvw} X
By movement, ou are compelled to:
g_ Y \,‘GRIES’ QUESTION dacknowledge that many  Reform |7«
e # Rabbis for some time nave had a like |
f i —_— : rjeonstructive programme and plan. L{j
oHap. . . . i« Then your former sweeping  indict- b2
i Ry Failed TOAnswerQ“e"es In Direct, Tment of the spirit of Reform and ot
Straightforward Fashion" :g'}(-lnrm Rabbis i.s evidently not true.
. ; Perhaps yon saiu Reforgners' and
. 4 — EV&SIOH Cbarge ! menpt the “‘formidable radwnls_.’ And
o f ! o . again \'Iou woula lbe wtrong]{—-lorl the
{ 3 . I R R , e . “revivals™ yoai advocate have heen
: \453 i ("“!“S I.IL,PL\ TO W OI‘SI_”\' ! I most suct esstuliy  re-introduced by
. Rabbi Gries reply to Rabbi Waol- v leading radicals in Philaaelphia and :
2 ', ]8eYs open letter in the opposite col- ' Pittsburg—and elsewlere, .
T ¥ uln follows: : Your constructive programme, you{
A — t . +inform me, is contained in the syn-
) e am compelled to make a very n {opsis of your sermon called “The
y & " 1l hasty reply o your lewor so tardily ! Golden \ean.” This constructive,
. i oasent e You have haa ny letter Ibrogramme is now and has always;
v ) “since December I4th, but the “orig- {been a part of the work of Reform!
by " ]iml]" of your answer was deliverod JJudaiom and of Reform Rabbis, Itf
i it Loy house Wednesday, December - icontains nothing new- ~save the one; o7y
i }'_"_'d, lale in the morning, although , samazing suggestion, viz.: Your appealj«. -,
TYOu sent the  earhon copaes Lo the “for “obedience to the dietary laws usé. ;
THEN papers Tuesday ilternoon, hav- ! . jthey are ordained in the Bible,” and; sl
s been informed that they would ;" {to the distinction between the clean|’7 .
’ B 10 Dress i noon Wednesday, | | sand - unclean as outlined in thel) 't
Cshaldl he our or the ity unii next Jeleventh chapter of Leviticus. W y
s Wednesday ag You know  full ey, ., -. Lo you obey the dietary laws or- v
; CPherefore, st reply briefly and ir R :* wydained in the Bible? In the eleventh
;‘ part now, B "chuptur of Leviticus? 1f You do, it lS;
I asked you direct questions in oy- ) <, News to me, And what about other
5‘ der to point g batlr  through the |t ..»!‘.Jdietary laws in the Bible, certainly of |
g.",,, = jlayrinthc of woras—ang to find o ,-'.'equnl validity and authority? !
v WY ouL of the confusion of tliougl '/*.. Let us examine your answers to
LT amd of tongue, | desired to have you - ;MY questions.
I . detine vour position more vlearly. 1 % ‘Question 1. Do you accept or do
: Watited less rhetoric and more lugic . 'you reject the brinciples underlying
[ —less thunder and more light ' ,"‘Rl‘?}l'lll Judaism?
j I have just finished reading your : our answer is qualified and your
very o lengthy oreply, regret o e -definition of Reform is narrow, Read| |
Ccotpelled wosay (hay You failed to ! the declaration of principles of the
imver e e o, o direet ‘Pittshurg‘ Conterence, formulated by |
S Bvhorwand 1y N an gpe tthe leading Leform Rabbis of Amer-; \
AL U U TE R SR derinin Jdcain 1885, and then answer the ques-, :
A RN Comivee W g tion, !
Pt hecguse oag oo aston oy . Question 2, What method and
. [ VS [ FO S SR a4 hol- “what ideals of Reform menace Juda- i
P C vtoselyiiang g you failel Cdsmoand  threaten inevitable failuye?! i
Lelesis to paint oug the phrases op ' Please be speaitic enough,
i N T shecitically roquestod, 1o 1 You state “the method was that of |
i CEatinan youp stalenent.  Yoq the critic.””  You do not clearly state J
cadd rarey accuraey us concerns «what ideals of Reform nenace Juda- ! “
] Tl s, fism, xceedingly narrow is your in- {
; You contradict yourse absolutely [ terpretation insisting ““The mission o
. Hlaving previgusly sald most  posi- + Reform was that of the critic.” Per-
[ ‘ ‘ JUVCly——Tlie Book of Reform Tuda- haps the best ianswer in the concrete i
P D T T —— life-work of our teacher, Dr. Wise. I1e ,
T . : i
fer L , g
i Ha ,'}. 4 4 4
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It critte when ceriticism
Bur it was neither his

[ s mission. T'he con-
in Nuevicon Jadaism
Fowisie Hie was done by
worioers and diseiples,
relorm destroys Uihed
o the Jew and the Jewish l
You rail to prove it. The
(Lont apostle of the “umque--
Judaism is Dr. Hirsch., And
suzhe has been magnificently
ied by the same  Dr. S('hul-‘
ooorginally imtroduced  the!
e resolution. :
vhdo OF what (‘uugrugntiunsl
crning what rabbis may this:
v brath? i
de the answer. Better now
valize than to have indulged’
danother has called your “in-
muendo.” Yes, I challenge
Selil. In ono congregation.,
v s worship of the rabbi
o worship of God., |
tie 1o say ‘‘this is the
tern reform.”
rpretation of my phrase
thoughtful Jew” is whu
( ans call “kinderspiel.”
i deny in toto that you misrep-
t the pmposes and motives of
aJews,” and I affirm that you
ben you write “under the spirit’
woulern reform. | “listen to the per-
<1 pronoun as 1L looms large, etc.

drd the Jew's “piety is vested m .

ool . Iibbinical loyalty.” And
v harther defense is a worse mis-

)

‘tI‘

»

T ST .J.ngL.
And your Rehg,lon of Clmrlty,”

1
eLe,, ete.— Y

03
!
t

I hold to be ‘“misrepresentation ofr:-_'

tne purposes and motives of Reform ! =
Jews. You should know that “dl-
vision in Jewry’' antedates “Reform™
by centuries—and none were worse'F
offenders taan your pietist Sefardim.
Jews have suffered enough becauseb
all were judged by the few. A Jew-

4 ish teacher should be the last to Judge [

+ 4 all

<

“does it differ
and purposes of other Reform Rabbis?: .

i+
LY .
Leates a stand-still,

~cntition than the original in-r *

(e

< do not evade your questions, even

woid send them so late that nmy !

it hay not be ready before thel
|u LUeS 10 press. )
Catholic Canonization”— |
"o you mean to say that the last |
oulerence dia not almost canonize
xlmhorn " Now you prudently quali-
v by "almost.” 1n .your “Failure”
ou wrote—' The whole Conference
wsolved itself into an apotheosis of
IZinhorn"—and “to canonize a saint.”
I answer unqualifiedly that the Con-
terence did not canonize nor apothe-
osize Einhorn. I declare such state-
nent to be a misrepresentation of the .
Conterence, and of the spirit of Mod-
i Retorm., .
“ryvcophaney before the Gentile' —
Toar illustrauon . proves nothing
th.m that some individual .Iew

N »lacking  in moral courage.
coreeare such Jews, even in Ortho-
«w Flurope, where Reform is un-

It is not *"the sign index ofh
failure of Reform Judaism.”

NN
i

| past,
‘retrogress.
« going back..

Jews because a few Jews, in his!

limited experience, were unjust and ‘*“’
. unfeeling. This is neither a question

of Reform nor of Orthodoxy. It ig®
one of humanity, ]
Yes, “it is unwarranted and un- v
called for,” cspecially in Cleveland.
It is not the spirit of our community,
whose magnificent social enthusiasm
and socinl service are an inspiration -
cwdaglory.  sSneer at “Religion of
Cliariny ™ yon wall, but it religious
foety does not nianriest irself in u
e o serviee o onr fellowen, |
wadld none of 1, B was modern Ite-
torme that  re-discovered  and  re-
cuphasized  the Joewisn  ideas and
ideals of social justice.
Question 4. What
structive programme?
from

,

is  your con--
And wherein
the programme”’
I have alrcady called attention to
the inadequacy of your answer. (See
“above.)  As for your argument—I
know no Reform rabbi who advo-
Question No. 10.
Do you? Please quote some passages,
You say “I believe in being progres-
sive but in the ““Golden Mean’' you
\\nte “l.et us turn back toward the
etc., ete.” To go back is to
You cannot progress by
Retrogression is not

y progression.

W
¥
)

The Pittsburg Declaration of Prin-
ciples, enundiated by tne Reform
Rabbis of America, ncid the Mosaic
laws regulating diet, foreign.to our
present mental and spiritual state
and they do not ridicule historic
Judaism " They insist that we must
preserve ‘“‘the historical identity with
our great past.”

Question 5. DPlease do not fail in
50ur reply to quote exactly the words
or phrases which imply the *‘commit-
ment of RReform to a policy of prosely-
tisin.”

Your answer proves that you know
the resolution and also that you fail
to understand it. You are not priv-
lleged to read into a resolution what
is th there. .Asked to justify your
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fo o l‘ b I.mh:‘etl}r' O,f f{eh'\g i }] change the™Toll6Wing Thcis, wor neiy
f-' ur:;;rscoiépg'ciﬁlx’- ol‘elll?'l(zj(e'll}),]:xsn(lli‘;(-)oo\vli i ‘.‘i,)'ou be amazed by my question.  You
4T 4 ery. “The resolution ‘wh‘ile (}e .]"u"m . were ])-l'(.'S(‘l.Il on I<‘ri¢lu_v-—ltplﬁgioux
aga.inst hixed marri'llges ini’ereLn‘tiallg i Bducation Day-——when Rabbi Schul-

f

"
suggests how such a marriage might o ran oftered his tintermarringe rogo-:

be arranged.” “The inference is obyvi- lution.”  The motion to table was

P S

lost. It was referred (o the commit-t . °,
ous.  If conversion takes place thel' '] e ; e e . b
. e ; I, st ,':- tee on 1esolutlons‘. (This is correct. o
rabbi may officiate at the marriage V.
I answer your question. N it is not . I have the record fromn the secretary.) "
a ]0”(.' éf 1‘c:sel 'Lisn.i( O . 's 1o ' 1 You werve present I'riday, Monday and ¥
serllse Y b ¥ 1L 18 common “Tuesday. You had abundant time and, .
o . d sopportunity to offer a sunistactory reg-, ¢
ngscan 11, Is not this your owu’; : olution, or, if you felt so strongly, to!
practice’!

< olpoint the way to suceess, rather than' .
‘Question 6. ) You, in your prac-} Qto failure. Question No. 12, Do you*
tice, conform to the decision of the!+  :claim that ¥
i Conference concerning the reception, v flution had 1

AP
it e Attt i et 03,

on did not know the resos=
ween otfered? You cannoth’ e
‘q of proselytes®? Are you more op Tessa, (pass by as “‘ctommonp,aces” what, at| « \
rigorous than (he Conference which i “:,Lhe sime time, you believe to be so b el
{you condemn because of o “policy of {vital.  Answer the new and the old .
Cproselytism 2" ) qquestion, : 3,
You have misundersiood my aues-i "1 1 Dbelieve that the principles and,
tion, or perhaps 1 did not - state it{ -/ the spirit of Liberal Judaism, not only! !;w,‘&
clearly enough. The Conference de-{, “lare not a menace to, but are the onlyr:a,f"';;‘
termined many years ago that pros- 1% | hope for tne religious .ife of the Je\vfﬂ? vk
Y elytes might he received by “any of-* Jtoday. The jusulication of the prin-| {
ficlating  rabbi, assisted by no less i« 2% ciples, governing the Conference 01'{"' s
than two assistants, and in the name © "% Rabbis is found in the life of Amer-fi. .

; ;
and with the consent of the congrega- | 4 ican Judaism, The best defense of} . ¢ }
Reform .Judaism is reveased by itg}) a3

| ton”  Now, answer (ne question. b A e
Question 7. Please publish  ¢he " .7 ] own history. The printiples and the RS
s oHnon-evasive vesolution which  you . history of Reform Judaism are clear- i
toeg woule have had the Conference pass, ¢ ly presented in Dr. ‘Philipsan’s splen- \"a’
You accused the Contference of ly 44 did book, “The Reform Movement in . 4
“evasion.”  Amwswer the qucstiun.ia‘ N
~{ Prove how you would make it non-}" s
f evasive. Do not evade, ""
Question 8. Why lid you sit si-' ‘%5

«
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Judaism.” 1 advise you to read ft, :""}5”'

4
SR

and if you have read it, to read it',
again. E )
I agree with him that “Relorm ™, 3%

lently by?  Before and not after, the'™ ==
resolution was passed was the time to .
speak—then and not now., Why did i,
You pot offer a satisfactory l'csolu-'r'. ]
tion? 0 J}-{
Here, at least you seem to be right.q:-; i,
but once again prove your inaccuracy < /i
It is true that you were not present- v

during the final debate on the iuter-%‘; A

Judaism bridges antiquity and mod-i,.‘.;f
ernity, garbing the eternal verities ¥ 7
that roo‘t in the origins of the faith!.- &
in the raiment of these latter days, Ity i
Proclaims the great truths that God's! T
revelatipn is progressive, and thatf‘ "g‘

A

”

B Tty

1
Judaism has in itseif the power of!
adaptation to bring this revelaton togrr-i-,.

Tt 1 9 =
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR,

January 5, 1910.
To the Editor of The Jewish Re-
view and Observer:

I wish to thank you for opening
your columns to my answer to
Rabbi Gries’ questionnaire, and
for your kind offer of space for my "
reply to his rejoinder.

to enter into a debate with Rabbi
Gries, which he has chosen to dis-
tinguish with what are to me ob-
jectionable personalities, In my
letter T said: “‘I feel sure that we
can conduct such a debate in the
best of feeling and with the heart-
iest respect for one another’s
opinions.”” [ find, however, that
Rabbi Gries does not care to enter
into such a debate, namely, a de-
bate of principles and platforms.
. Such personal criticlsms  as:

Less thunder and more light,’’
" kindersplel,”’
“your answers are not straightfsr-
ward,’’ “‘read it again,’’ the unnec-
essary accentuation of the second
person, the spirit of dictatorial-
ness that runs through his whole
letter, the implication that I do
not okey the dietary laws of Levit-

I have endeavored to live true toj.
] all my life—and even his objection
to good English, indicate to me the
fact that Reform, though placing
chief emphasis upon ethics as the
groundwork of its thought, is in
practice not true even to itself, A
continuance of such a spirit can
h_ardly brove otherwise than irri-

I regret, i
however, that I have no inclination | °

_|goon as we have and expect to
~ |find healing for our wounds. Ifl
“ inaccuracy, ’’

icus xf—3a religious custom which e

tating to the peace and dignity of
our community, and I am not will-
ing to endanger the harmony that
has heretofore obtained in Cleve-
land’s synagogical life. Rabbj:
Gries has chosen a path that can,

munity, and I do not care to fol-lr
low him along that road.

When Rabbi Gries will have a
of a dignified debate, I shall be
When Reform

not until then.

others can afford to let those asper-
slons stand as evidence of its de-

cadence and failure, for it is then, ;
not alone not Jewish—it is not

even religious.

As for myself, I am satisfied if I |-

‘have succeeded in pointing out the
fact that there is something radi-
‘cally wrong with the religious life
of American Jewry. We cannot

Reform can bind up our hurt, so

I have called atteution to its de-
fects and its failures, I am per-
fectly satisfled with my own part
in thus laying bare the wealknesses
of the movement and in suggest-

rehabilitation. I shall continue to
work and to preach along the lines

Judaism. If there is no hope in
that interpretation, I am convinced
that we must then accept either
assimilation or Zionism.
Very tiuly,
Louis WorLsky.

o

]
lead to no pleasantness in our com-

respectful regard for the amenities ,\a‘,_a}(;
glad to continue the debate, but |-

chooses to stoop to aspersions, the |

much the better for Reform, but|:
*{ I question its ability to do so. If| -

ing a constructive program for its|,

of a conservative interpretation of |
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Rahbi Gries A serts Judalsm
in America Sheuld
Lead World.

o abta.

i anke

New Year’s Greeting Tells of
f Persecution That
i Failed.

Cualling upon the Jews of Cleveland
and upon members of the faith
throughout the entire United Stuates
to show to the world how Judaism in
a free country can thrive and do its
rart in uphfting humanity, Rabbi
NMosz»s J. Gries delivered a sermon on,
“A Judaism for Free America” in
The Temple last evening. It was his
New Year's greeting to the congrega-

cedntade

|
"Tiahbi Gries, “is not of Biblical origin

4 but is a child of the rubbinical im-
i L.':,thinn.

I “Geology
!
i
l

interrupts the record,
. written in the, earth, and procluims

the world is older than H67l. Truer
to the lunging of the human heart is
bhinical ¢onception that
=t thig pcason Gnd writes the deerce
of life, who :=hall live
shall die. Sincere is the
to them we love, ‘Be you:!
for a good ir in the hoolk
No wigh js dearer than for

the quaint ra
the hoock
| and who
A greeting
1 written
i
|

in

vea
ol Jife)
sife,

“Iarnest is the desire to live—man
ss to be alive., Th-refore, man-
aelenmres the worldly new yoar
vt roaclries and fco
at oraies,  Noblor
.isiloenneeption,
e ity the roe-ing
ife. .
“All important scems the Jife of the
ndividual, It is a nere bauble in the

- of a nation, in the destiny of a
H fate of 2 reiigicn. We
yvear of life for ihe
W oyenar for T el,

!r'jt T
Vil
!

far iz our Jew-

of timme and

hats

s to be alive—Iiving
notions of  an tiquity
ed in the ol o o7
isite life rocord of 1,000

teoof perrecutions centu-

. cid and oppressions world wide.
o T us i Vor v the Jew lives.

e, purpace his life hax bhosn

v f whut he is rEpresenti- o

Lhn hxwﬁr\ 01' man

worhd

4 tion,
; “The thought that tonight begins
s the. new year of the world,” said,

interproting with sol-

L lieve—to

|
!

wting and mid- |

for peace,.” and the anmlsm of ihe
world will turn to America to haheid
free, crnancipated Jn m that shall
e world n.”’

of

i Israel and for

cause of Jewish blindness to %y
lation of truth. It is the pm‘k -
persistence of a tenacious race. Wiz,
grim Hebrew obstinacy, refusing sur- 0,
render to the crusade of sword and 'y
fires of the Inquisition.

“Even rons of Israel question why
temples and synagogs are necessary
in this modern world of reality. They
incline to believe the Jew is under the
obsession of ancient follies and me-

dieval superstitions. et
“There is but one explanation. The -

Jew lives because he is choszen as
bearer of "an  historic iruth—ap-
pointed to an historic work among
the natlons. Paradoxical though it
ceem-—the enemies of Israel keep the |}
Jew alive. The world's anti-Semitism {F

iz the only Jewishness of many sons
and daughters of Israel,
““Judaism is a noble religion, for

the world, We affirm
truths .the world (does not yet believe.
and we deny the worid's interpreta-!|
tion of God and of history. .

“We want our Judaismn to be a
very part of our very lives. The Jew
believes in God—not as an abstrac-
tion, an infinite God of the universe,
but more the God in man, the inspir-
ing power of life. The Jew is insist-
ent  that life he righteocus. He can-
not live apparently acquiesent of the
persistence of licentiousness and low-
lessness in the heart of civilization.
He must interpret life and society
and all human reiationships, ethlcally
in the sight of God.

“Judaism in America is free. It
should be an honest, genuine religion.
An ¢nd to all mockery and malke-he-
all sham und hypocrisy.
Out of free America to the Jews of
the world should sound the trumpet .
call o deyalty and foithfulness. The
Jew under libsrty should speak cour-
age to Jews under oppression. The
(»bligaticm rests upon the Jews of
America.  Judaism that survived the'
voke of hondage and the sword of;
oppression should live trlu‘nph.mt in
Jfreedom. Our Judaism should e a
ivligion of freedom, not a religion of
xhe hunted and pc.:eux:ed Deliv-
cred from the ghetto walls, we 511\ uld
be emancipated from the ghetto =it

“The Jews of the v:urid look to
America for life and for liberty

id
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STAGE REFLECTS

c

Rabbi Asserts Standard of |
Plays is Lowered by De-
mands of Patrons.

Lays Blame on Theatergoers
Instead of Managers

] or Newsp

p , In a sermon on ¢ he Power of the

ers.

3/‘”/”L

3o

Stage” delivered at The Temple yes-
terday Rabbi Gries declared that the
stage, unlike the church and the
temple, had the hower to draw.
“The theater draws whether the §
play be good or bad, whether it be
well or poorly presented,” he =said.
“Sometimes it seems that the worse
the play the greater its power to
draw the multitudes. )
“It seems to me that there has
come a lowering of the standards of
the stage. 1 think we are living in a
time of degeneracy, a degeneracy
that has brought with it a lowering
of the standards of the stage. 1
don't blame the managers, They are

l

e

P,

In buslness and not in art. They are

looking for the finencial siccess
They are looking for plavs that sill

make a hit. 'They are thinking of
the box office. .

“If we denource a pilay as im- |
moral we are told that its snccess
is assured. One of the n2wspaper:
safd of a play recently that no de-
cent man or woman should see it.
On the erhtnria' page of a newspaper,
not sensatlona was  the tion
that Clnoland seemed to like it. I
don't doubt thut many of you were:
there. TYet a few “eeks hefore. ¢
Stcphen Phillip's “Herod,” well stazed |
end well acted, was presented to an
almost empty house \

“T GLilleve ihat pu(iﬂm‘.ion of the

hEd

Petmge will not be through the man-

&pers, or the dramactlsts or the ae-
tors. It must be by the influince rf
the theatergoing public. The «in g |
Is false to almost all of;its ncble his-
tory if it is to hecome' the purveyor
of the depravity of an unthinking
generation.  If the public demande

that plays be clean and pure, rle: =
will be clean and pure. A rlay n-ea
not be vile and nasty to draw., We

jhave had ahundant illusirations of

. th..t fact in r cmt years,

’[ ‘Plays are dangerous that pr esonl g
|a ralse mr‘tun. of life, he etage:
l]‘:s‘ the powvwer to irrouse ihe mostg
‘m»Me th u~lts as it has the powver |
pto eranie aha et vile, Wer 1oty
s the g “roaf tle cfare. As wag
Nificent ts oppoctunity, vet o corions
i itg porodntity. The opportuni-

:'ly i3 Lodrg Dltterod away, May there
Vie a tellith of the Jramal”

” In e'eing, Ralbi Gries snid that

“ vhtle he soev zplzed the posver of the

i s‘nge, the hoel wnd the I res far

‘}m corl cr=hip, it was the iuty of

i : ”.1(] trmple to lead 1« ol
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Spxermon ~_ k] Moses J. GRriEes
\\
.
“A Jwlaism for Free Ameriea”™ was ' “There i= but one explunation.  The

the —cvmes delivered by Rabbi Moses T
Grive at - oo Tenple on New  Year eve.
T ol id among other things:
Clhe i aght that tonight begins the
1w vear oi the world is not of Dililieal
wocin but iz a child of the rabhbinieal
Imagination.  Geology  interprets the

Joew Jives heciuse he is Cho-en as bearer
of an historie truth-—appointed to an

historie work among the nations. Para-

record, written in ihe earth. and pro-,

claims the world is older {than  AG7L.

Truer to the Tonaing of the hnman heart,

is the quaint rabbinical conception that
at this < <on God writes the decree in
the book or Jife, who =shall live and who
shaldl die.  Sincere is the ereeting  to
themr we love, “Be you written for a
coad year in the book of life’ No wish
i~ dearer than for life.

“Farnest is the desive to live—man
veisieon fo he alive. Therefore, wan-
kind wilcomes the worldly mew year

Iriez
Nohler far iz our Jewish von-
imerpreting with solemnity the
of time and of life.

with rey
orgles,
coption,

passing

i

and Teasting and midnight

“AN important zeems the life of the.

individual. Tt is a mcere hauble
life of a natien, in the Jdestiny of a
race, in the fate of 'a religion.
vomne the new year of life for the world
and a new vear for Israel.

“Tzrael rejoicezs to be alive living
when 2o mmany nations of antignity luve
Leen buried in the oblivion of history.
Nohble is itz Jife record of 4000 vears,
Waonderful iz it that the Jew Jives in
spite of perscentions cenfuries -’l!.l and
oppressions warld wide, Let us discover
why the Jew lives. To what piarpose
hi< life Tias hoen priscived of what he

in the '

We wel- |

i

i~ vepresenfative in the history of man-.

Kind.

1the Jew explain his presence among ile
1ations, The world  explains =imply
gl casilh onouzh it is the carse
I.\:V:i~]|l.|n~|]i’ of Cad, Fcanse of Jewish
Tdindness to a rvevelation of iruth.
1he pover and persistence of a fenacious

and

It is.

rase. Ib i grim TTebrew ol ~finney, re-
fi ow osuronder to the  ernsade  of !
- dand dres of the ingnisition.
en wonz o of Tarael guestion why
fesand syiaseaes e necessary
v e s dern o world of vealidy, T]lt“\'l

iz under {he
and e

the Tew
fnllies

telleve
ancient
~{itions.,

doxieal though it scem—tie cnenties of
Israel keep the Jew alive. The world's
anti-Semitism is the only Jewishness of
many sons and daughicers of Israel.

“Judaism is a noble religion. for Israel
and jor the world. We aflirm
the world does not yet helieve, and we
deny the world's interpretation of God
anid of history.

“We want our Judaizm io be a very
part of our very lives. The Jew be-
liecves in God—not as an abstraction, an
infinite God of the univer-e, but more
the God in wan, the in-piring puwer of
life. The Jew is insi~tent that life be
rickieous.  He cannot live apparenthy

acquiescent of the per-i-tence of Heen-

tiouzness and lawleszness in the heart
of civilization.  He must interpret life
ind =ociety and all human relationships,
ethically in the sight of Cod.
“Tudaismoin America is free. It shoulid
be an honest, genuine religion. An end
to all mockery and make-belicve—to all
sham and hypoerisy. Out of free Ameri-
ca to the Tews of the world =houid
ound the trumpet eall to lovalty and
faithfulness.  The Jew  umder liberty
should speak conrage to Jews under op-
pression. The obligation rests upon the

Jews of Ameriea. Judaizm  that  sur-
vived the yvoke of Dhoandage and  the

sword of oppression Tonld live trivm-
piamt du freedom. Onr Jdadaism <hould
he o peligion of frecdom. not a relivion
of the lmted and peeseented, Delivered
from the chetto walls, we  <hould  he

) Ceme neipated from the chetto spirit.
“The world voices the challenve -let 0

i Jews of the world Yook to free
Amieriea for life and for liberiy and
for peace.and thie Jrdaism of the warld
will fmn to Americn 1o Lehiald froee,
cmincipated Tudaism that <hall be a
true werhd aeligion.”

o Tue-day morning, Iabhi Gries
merde an elognent plea for a new Tom-
ples quating fisnres <hoowine that he
memlers have nearly all roved sway
Drenn the Temple weicihe ond, Tle aleo
~eid thad when the T A~ built the
e mber-hip wasz not o ol mme {lan
one boedred, while at peesent it has
pit=-cad the ~is hundred ok,

truths

‘Moses J. Gries Urges ihe
. Young Men to Wez

No Party Yele.

~t

I
{|  Trus, but the Vorld Has Wrong
Conception.

mornir e
sing
“Righieousness
declared that
all paotitical auestions were moral in
character. He vointed out the hu-
"marn element in eVery governmenta)
vrobtlsem,

1 Acswering the gquestion, how 2
mar zhould vote, the yeih] rezret-
ted tZat the conduct of he cnm-
paign more often -d

i than clerified the irsue, becs

4 upon

confu

i the bonest prez n‘otion ~nd
false interpreistion of facts. He
‘saild, 0 sk B tean to aco-
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TEMPLE COURSE

Twenty Program Numbers
Will Contain Best in En-
tertainment Line.-

FNo’[ed Singers and Speakers |
to Appear Here This
Winter.

From a musical point of view the
Temple course season of 1908-9
promises to excel all previous rec-
ords.

The opening on Wednesday, Nov. 4,}
will see the appearance of Mme. Fan-
nie Bloomfield Zeisler in a piano re-
cital. William H. Sherwood, who will
be here in January, will gite another
4 recital. Accompanying Mr. Sher-
wood is Sol Marcosson, who happens
to be a Clevelander, but is known|
through the United States as a mas-
ter of the violin.

The International Symphony club
is another of the musical treats. This
organization is composed of six se-}
lected members of great orchestras,
including Nikolal Sokoloff, solo vio-
linist, and Miss Mary Fay Sherwood,
soprano.

Mme. Mary Hissen de Moss, so- |
prano, will be here early in January.
|l Mme. de Moss has sung under the b
{i baton of such conductors at Thomas, |
Damrosch, Paur, Herbert, Van der |}
Stucken, and has repeatedly been the
center of attraction at great musical
festivals,

The Marion Green Concert Co. in a
song recital is coming. This com-
pany Includes the well known bactso
jcantante, whose name it bears; Luel-
la Chilson, soprano; Agnes Lapham,
pianiste, and Josephine Gerwing, vio-
lin virtuoso. ‘The Dunbar bell ringers
will present a musical program of
{ merit, while Sibyl Sammis,
mous soprano, needs no introduction
to Clevelanders. Miss Sammis will

L Es

iy

i ke

e il

An annual musical feature which
i always closes the course is the con-
- cert by the Temple cheir, which this
o season includes Rita Elandi, Fthel
Dufre Houstony Claude Selby, W, J.
Corns and Emil Ring, organist and
choirmaster.

While the course will be good mu-
"sically it will also be fine from a lit-
y Srary standpoint.  Last season sev-
g cral of the most eminent profcssors

of Chicago wniversity were engaged

for this course, and this season
, others from the =<ame school will be
:here.  “The Evolution of a Conti-
ent,” a lecture by Prof. J. Paul
(Goode is «aid to be one of the most

P
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WHAT 1S MEANT BY THE AMERICAN

RABBI. /770
RADBRI“STOSES 3. GRIEST

“Who is an ATErtan”  Not he who
is an American by birth, but he who
is an American in spirit and purpose.
True Americanism is not in the blood,
but in the heart and soul. I know re
cent immigrants, not speaking nor
fully understanding the language of
the land, who are better Americans
than some whose fatners for genera-
tions have been born upon the soil ot
freedom, but who themselves, in word
and thought and deed, and especially
in ideal, are un-American.

“The assimilation of races and na-
ticnalities and religions on this West-
ern continent has been the wonder of

the world. Millions have become
American, heart and soul. We want
no hyphenated Americans—German-

American, Irish-American, Hungarian
American, Russian-American, and a'l
the rest. Let us be Americans,

“The greatness and glory of Amer-
ica are not alone in the expanse of
territory, in the riches of our re
sources. Let us not deify industry
and commerce. America must not be
measured by agriculture and manufac-
ture alone, triumphant in exports and
imports. President Roosevelt said.
‘The merely material, the merely com-

t
he

mercial ideal, the ideal of the men
‘whose fatherland is the till} is, in |
its very essence, debasing and lower [
ing. We should remember the thought [
of George William Curtis, ‘Commer-
cial prosperity is only a curse if it b~ |
not subservient to moral and intellec- |
tual progress, and our prcsperity will !
conquer us if we do not conquer oui
prosperity. We have something to do
in America hesides turning the air

i be here in March. -

interesting. Prof. G orze E. Vincent
Wwill speak on The L er Sclfish-
ness,” and Prof. James M. Breasted
jwill tell the ctory of the Pyramids.

One of the nnique feaiures of the
j course will be the appearance of Wal-
“er S. Howe in dramatic prescnta-
tlons from American authors. John |
IA. Johnson, governor of Ninncsota,,’
| will also be here and his subject will !l
Maiesty of the Taw,”

Pe tep o

and water and earth into wealth.’

Oxﬂ.e\r‘sAlips— ha‘\'(-z bee; .'Tt“r;.ltmand }{
these are being returned, stating the |

H'n ber and kind of szats desired, but
no re than six ticitets will he sold
to 3 one  porson. Bezinring
W ~sday every envelope will be
H d and epensd and nn
counons  exchangeabie for re- o

s Will be mailed on recelpt of t}
Gnev.  On Wednesday, Oct. 14, at
T:50 poom. there will be a public draw-
ing of numters in the Temple azsem-
- bly room. Patrons may he present in
parzon or Ly proxy. The coinmittea
will zzsign seats to those not repre-
sented.

| more than to enjoy the blescings of
freedom, more than to share in our'
| riches and prosperity, more than to
strive unhindered for all we can make
and get. To be an American means to
be loyal to the American idea, to the |
jidea of liberty. We should take :0
heart the impressive and inspiring
words of President Roosevelt and our
only living ex-president, Grover Cleve
land. Said Cleveland, within the |
| week: ‘Give to our people somethius
' that will concentrate their common
affection and solicitous care, and let
that Le their country’s good; give
them a purpose that stimulates them
to unite in lofty endeavor—and let

" | that purpose be a demonstration of the

, sufficiency and beneficence of our pop
(ular rule, and we shall find that in}
| their political thought there will bef
"no place for the suggestions of sordid
ness and pelf.’ s

“What does it mean to be an Amer-|
ican? And what is the purpose of
I these United States? The puropse of
‘the republic is not mere
ngainst and denial of the divine right |
¢t kings. To be an American means
net alone the lessening of burdens and

taxes and oppressions which have been

the curse oif mankind through ages. !
Not negation, protzst and denial, but
Affirmation of a positive faith and «a

protest |

“To be an American should me:m| f

T e

e

T

positive life. The Amecrivan will con-
tinue to make unccasing protest
against tyranny and oppression and
injustice.
right is not in princes. but in the peo-
ple. He will proclaim that the ap-
pointruent of God is not upon kings
but upon the nations. The true Amer-
fean will affirm and reaffirm the basic
principles of the Declaration of Inde-
rendence and of the Constitution. He
will renew in the children of every
generation the spirit of the fathers of
the republic. The opening chapter of
Genesis conceives man made in the
image of God, and our American instj-
tutions are based upon the principle,
God-given are the rights of man to
liberty and justice. Americans
thought to secure and estabiish and |
preserve human liberty, and true
Americans will continue to proclaim
liberty and to fight for liberty, if nee-
essary, until the day shall come when
liberty shall be to all, everywhere.
America is example, proof and testi-
mony to military monarchies and to
despotism that to all, of all conditions
and races and nationalities, may be
and should be given fullest individum
freedom. Therefore, the people of
America have content and happiness.
“To be an American means to be the
; preacher of hope to the persecuted and
| enslaved—-to be the prophet of the bet-
| ter age of mankind. He is ihe prophey
of peace, giving testimony in his own
history of the blessings of almost un-

He will declare that divine }

e ———

broken peace for more than a century.,
The prople of America are happy,
‘their life unclouded by fear of war.
, To be an American is to be the proph-
‘et of justice and Iiberty. Justice is
embodied in the very institutions of
freedom.  Curtis is right. The object
of human government is human lib |
erty.” =
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“WE PROTEST AGAINST THIS
CARICATURE OF QUR PEOPLE”

e {3

e “Hebrew Comedian” Is Deserving Of The
Contempt Of Jewish Theater Goers

RABBI GRIES TO HIS CONGREGATION

Stay Away From Theaters That !asult You—Shylock And Others—
Tribute To The Author Of “As A Man Thinks”’—“The
Jew On The Stage,” The Subject

tabbi Moscs J. Gries lefore a large taken possession of our vaudeville stage.
congregation at the Temple. on Sunday  “We protest,” said he, “with all our
morning paid his compliments to the might against this caricature, this libel
of our people, who hold up the Jews to
public ridicule.” Rabbi Gries added that
they are deserving of the contempt of
the Jewish theater goers. He mentioned
the so-called Jewish jokes with their low
and nasty form of wit which can be of
no possible benefit to the Jew, the al-
leged jokes referring to fires, failures,
greed for money and jewelry, all which
B the speaker branded as an indelicate
form of ridicule, which simply inicnsifies

the prejudice against the Jew.
“We tolerate and even laugh at and
applaud these grotesque, these vulgar
« - figures of the vaudeville stage,” the rabbi
said, “and v hat think you of the non-
Jew in the audience who belicves that
: . this caricature may be your pholograph?
~ We should not be a part of ithe audience
; which tolerates this grotesgue nistreat-
‘ T ment of our people. We should give
o credit to the Jewlish press which is mak-
ing a campaign against this monster,
) . and which in season and out of season
has fought to drive him out. We should
v cive credit to the Central Confercnce of
American Rabbis who lave taken a
stand against him.” The Jews, said he,
should do all in their power to suppress
the “ITebrew comedian. “If they will not
heed you,” he cdded, “my advice to you
is to give cupression to ;our @ votest by

libelous wreteh known a~ the “Jlebrew

PPABBL MtosgES JoarliEs,

and asked his aundicee Lo
frour the theater whose man-

Comedian™

Stay Aviay ; v o the {Fafers v hich
Toazer deties e donish playeoers by em- Slaying awey from the {hoat S -
Tovine 11 e : soutinue to ofter cuch v, '
Plosing om, . o Babhi Grles <pids of the van i
However, the Comedian s / :
1. S N Lo sy, =oring that vl vt dre =1

(Lonumued rrom Page 1.)

daughter.  Speaking of “The House
Next Door,” Rabbi Gries said he does
not aceept it ag a true pieture of modernf
Jewish life. Of “The Melting Pot” thel
rabbi declared that the play portra.\'.-t
Jewish Jife with Jewish atmosphere and
whetlier we agree with Zangwill or not
we must aceept it as a truc picture of

Jewish life. i
4 Of “As A Man Thinks” the rabbi said
] that the fact that Jewish lives are inter-
{ woven with Christian lives, the inter-
marringe theme is introduced., but the}
real problem of the play is not intermar-
riage. but the double moral standard of
the sexes. the proiest by woman {hat
there should not be one standard for
man’s morality and another for wom-
an’s, a protest that should be heard by

nrT

every man and woman in the land.
albi  Gries  speaking of Augustus
Thomas, the author of “As A Man

Thinks™ said that it is the first time
a non-Jew ever grasped the Jew's place
in history and expressed himself so  clear-
Iy and zo beantifully on the trust of the|
Jew, to carry from generation to aonera-
tion the belief in one CGod. Fle described }
Dr. Scelig as a noble type of Jew ropre-
sentative of intellect, culture and Teal
1 character. Thomas was wise when le
niade his ideal figure a Jewish physician.
a patron of art interested in the bes:
things in life. He also told the truth
tin the senicnee that when a Jew docs
wrong all Jews must bear the burden. He
referred to the Jewish heart in the
Jcharacter of Dr. Seelig to his tender-
ness, to his strong human nature, to the
spirit of Jewish family life as shown in
the Seclig home.

Auguztus Thomas, the rabbi ronclud-
ed, has rendered a service to the Jews for
which all Jews ~hould be grateful. Such
character helps to destroy the in=ame.
~tupid prejudices against the Jew. We
<honld {ake to ourselves the Jessun of)
Dr. Seelig, who boldly stands forth and:
spraks words of respect and shows loy
alty to. the =zpirit of Jewish history
The Jews =hould have respeet and loy
alty for the spirit of our past, the
Jows have been entrusted with a eacred,
heritage and it is our duty to carry it tc!
all nations of {he carth.
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I'HE JEWISH INDEPENDEI//\-
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TIFERETH ISRAEL AND RABBI GRIES

Called by Tifereth Israel congregation, Moses J. Gries, a young
enthusiastic, energetic graduate of the Hebrew TUnion College, fol-
Jlowing a brief rabbinate at Chattanooga, Tenn., came to Cleveland
on November 20, 1892, and immediately started to do things.

The succeeding ummer Tuly 16, 1893, the cornerstone of the
new Temple, at Central avenue and East Fifty-fifth street, was laid.

On Saturday and Sunday, April 28and
2071894, farewell services were held in the
hisforic old synagogue on Huron road.

September 21 1o 24, 1894, the new
Temple was dedicated, Rabbi Isaac M.
Wise. the father of American Reform Ju-
daism, preaching the dedicatory sermon.

However, this is not intended as a
history of Tifereth Israel, of its temples
and of its rabbis. \We merely wish to congratulate Rabbi Gries on
the wonders he had accomplished in two brief decades, on the
revolution he had wrought in Jew ish affairs in Cleveland. Many
innovations which seemed radical and for which he was bitterly
criticised at that time were introduced by him, and his loudest
critics in various parts of the country later became his followers.-

Tifereth Israel was the first Open Temple, or institutional
place of worship, among the Jews of the United States and for that
matter, of the world.

When Rabbi Gries came to town his congregation had a mem-
bership of 125. It now has more than six hundred. When the
new Temple was dedicated fifteen boys and girls were confirmed.

Today, the Temple has the largest Jewish Sabbath school in the

world.

Rabbi Gries does not confine his activities to the Temple. Hehas
always been active in civic affairs and he embraces every oppor-
tunity to work for the betterment, for the advancement of Cleveland,
the city he calls home, the city in W hich God blessed him with the
ideal minister’s wife, the city in which he is raising his family.

Never content with leaving well enough alone, Rabbi Gries
msisted upon a new and much larger Temple when he came to
Cleveland twenty vears ago. Two years later his heart's desire was
aratified and now after a lapse of cighteen years, the new Temple
is much too small for the work of the congregation and several
vears ago the first steps were taken to build further Fast on a much
Jarger, a much more beautiful scale.

We all remember Rip Van
“Winkle, he of the long white
beard, tattered garments and
Pstout hickory stick; we can all
e “recall his surprise upon secing the
thriving, busy little town thathad
crown up around the Village of

ing Watcrs,

There was a reason for Rip's

swrprise.  He had Dbeen asleep
: *{wenty years,
~ - There is no reason for Rabbi

Grics to ask whether this is really
the small ¢ity of Cleveland toward which he tun ed his face twenty
vears agn, for he had been wide awake and hustling during all the
vears of his residence here and he was ameny those Clevelanders
who helped to make of the comparatively small city of 262,000 —
which was our population when he came here o great city of more
than (00.000.

There is no occasion for him to ask: s this the Village of
Falling Waters?”

ITe knows it is, for he was among those who assisted in wiping
cut the village characteristics of Cleveland and transform it into a
great metropolis.

ere is hoping that Rabbi Gries will live lung enoug h to sce
this a city of 2,000,000 and take part in a discussion .{bn-ut the
advisability of moving the Temple “further Fast™ to what 15 now
Willoughby—or Painesville.
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. ‘l]ll‘_;'?]l-l‘:{('r bn_ildcr,: the rabhi. “_\n‘{l:1
Iie added, “while we Tinve no lot selecte

the new Temple by  adding

101 )
names  to this roll

Chonor it will enable you to ereet a
Temple that will refleet honor and glory
to the cause and this Temple will really
be Tifereth Israel, the Glory of lsrael.”
My, Marks read the names of the con-
tributors. Each name was received with
applause and before the meeting ad-
journed enongh more was added to the
list to bring up the total to about
4%65.000. .
AMr. Eisenman, on behalf of the con-
gregation presented Rabbi Gries with a
4heautiful electric automobile. He called
the rabbi a realist. who created in re-
ligion a spirit of unflinching reality
ana uses religion as a means to better
the world. His activities, said he. arve
not confined to this city. He is a na-
tinnal and an jnternational leader,
When the terrific applause subsided
Rabbi Gries came to the front and said:
“So many kind things have been said
and done to me and to my beloved wife
today. as to make us supremely happy
fand I am not clear in my mind as to
what T ought to say.” e called it a
sueccession of surprises, one more beauti-
ful than the other. In spite of his close
relationship to the president, he said. he
has been the only ignorant person of all
the preparations. The surprise was com-
plete. He thanked the congregation on
his own behalf, on behalf of Mrs. Gries
and the children.  “Although I have
1known many discouragements in my ca-
reer in this city,” said he. “one forgets
the discouragements and disappoint-
ments on an oceasion of this kind.” The
rabbi, continuing, said that in Cleveland
he has found for himself personal hap-
piness in his wife whom the congregation
had known since childhood and who has
been his helpmeet, his encouragement
and inspiration. ITe expressed his thanks
to ihe officers, committees and Jloyal
members of the congregation, to the
Alumni Association and Sabbath school
pupils, saying that he wants the boys
and girls of his Sabbath school to proud-
Iy bear the name if Yisroel from genera-
tion to generation. “If all of you.” he
said. “liked the day as well as T did.
vou would he in your pews a great deal
oftener.”

ITe spoke of the needs of a new Tem-
ple. beeause the cause for which the
congregation stands must not be al-
lowed to be undermined for lack of
opportunity and lack of development.
e wonld not wish to bunild a Temple
until there are funds sufficient for a site
whiel will be satisfactory and a Temple
 which will be large euwough and good
enought for the next twenty-five or fifty
vears, If twenty years ngo.]23 mentbers
could build this Temple. he cxpressed
confidence that today 663 members can
withont difficulty build a new and still
more glorious Temple.

The mecting adjourned, the congrega-
gation ~tanding and singing “Our Rabbi.”
to the tune of “My Country “Tis of
Thee,” words by Miss Edna Goldsmith.
Yy As the audience filed out Rabbi and
Mr~. Gries ~tood before the platform and
veceivedl words of congratulation.

Beawtiful classical music was sung
and played throughout the evening. The
musical programme eomprised a quar-
Lette from “Rigoletto” by the choir, sev-
er 1 Haxdn mimbers by a string ;]u:n'-
{tette of Temple young men uﬁnposcd

of Lloyd Feder, Magnes Haas, Henrv
Haiman and Richard” Friedlander. Miss
Rachel Freaze Green also sang a selec-
tion 1from “Madam Dutterfly™ and re-
~1 |||||]-|I‘|.1Jll_,ln cneorn :

————
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| RABBI M, J. GRIES.
1

20TH ANNIVERSARY OF|

Eloguent Anniversary Sermon De-f

livered by Rabbi M. J. Gries—

Program Presented in the Even-

Money Raised for a New Temple

of His Services.-

and self-sacrificing devotion to the
the cause of Judaism and the wel-

of Rabbi Moses J. Gries, rabbi of

that showed in what high esteem

Ay

greatly his labors are appreciated.

Q themums, ferns and pennants rep-
' resenting the various classes in the
Sabbath School.

.

quent manner, delivered his anni-
versary sermon, which gave an ex-
cellent resume of twenty years’
work.

He spoke of the growth of
the congregation from a mem-

P

bership of one hundred andj

twenty-five when he came here in
1892 to the present number of 625.

The Sabbath School has increased L
from a membership of eighty to§

over 700, and the Sabbath School
is a delight to the children, whose

T

go to Sabbath School. This was
not the case in former years. At
that time the children dezpised the
| Sabbath  School and hud to be
! driven there. The Sabhbath School
{ is an open Sabbath _School, and al-
1though the policy was criticized
very harshly at first it has beenim-

¥l the first confirmation class ‘of the

Entertainment of Sabbath School f
Alumni Dinner—An Elaborate ||

ing in Honor of Rabbi Gries— ||
Amounting to Nearly Seventy ||

Thousand Dollars—Rabbi Gries |
Received Tokens of Appreciation |{

Twenty years of faithfal service |

"

fare of the community on the part L

Tiffereth Israel congregation, was '_
marked with a celebration Sunday

=

Rabbi Gries is held by the mem-§
bers of his congregatioh and how§

In honer of the occasion thef
Temple was decorated in a mostf
artistic manner in palms, chrysan- {

The Temple was crowded to its

utmost capacity in the morning, |
} Rabbi M. J. Gries, in a most elo-|

piarentsoften promise them as a re- i
ward for being good that they can,

Titated by all the Sabbath Schools

in the city.

. The confirmation class of 1594, )

new Temple, had fifteen. The last |
[ year’s class had 72. The total num-
. ber of pupils confirmed by Rabbi
Gries is 778. '
This temple has always been an
open te nple since it has occupied
the present building, and this pol-§
1 icy was met with disapproval, but |
it is different at present, and the |
mark of approval is that it is imi-
% {ated by many other congregations. '
4 The Temple has organized many
spheres of activity for men and
1 women and the boys and girls.

? Rabbi Gries spoke feelingly of}
how he had been with the members
of the congregation in their hoursjp
of joy and of sorrow. . How some
of those who had been his staunch
{friehds when he first came here had !
gone to their eternal home. Hef
spoke of the sanctity of the mar-}
riage vows and the great blessing of
: parenthood. He said that he hadj
always tried to be faithful and true
to the ideals of Judaism, and that
] the Temple stood for liberal J uda-
ism.
The sermon was a masterpiece
and one of the finest ever given by b
Rabbi Gries. :
Special musical numbers were}
rendered on this occasion. ]
The exercises in the afternoon,}
were conducted entirely by the] }
children of the Sabbath School.
To the number of 725 they entered
the Temple at 2 o’clock, each child
{ carrying a flower and its clas§ colofs.
Early in the morning, with
twenty white rosebuds, Rabbi Gries |
was invited by the children of thej
Temple to come to his Templestudy
at 2 o’clock, and it was there that,
1after the children were geated, two
honor pupils, Hilda Friedman and|
‘M.ortimer Siegel, went to meet Rab-|
'bi Gries and escort him into the|
Temple. As Ribbi ¢ ries entered
the children arose and greeted him ||
! with a song written for theoccasion
by Miss Edna Gol lsmith. Twelve|!
girls of the confirmation class, with
! words selected from the Bible and
Talmud, built upon the pulpit a
“monument of deeds,”’ each stonej
1representing one of Rabbi Gries’ ||
virtues. The buillers were, Myrtle|
Arnold,  Ju-tice; Fdna Klein, ;
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ple building commiltee, presented
as a testimonial to Rabbi Gries the
names of fifty-one members who
had pledged themselves to give fifty-
two thousand dollars toward a new
§temple. Mr. Marks’ address was a

NM.AL f\.lu-rk-;, mrcln]f of- ti?z Tem- |

| scholarly one, in which he gave a
Jresume of the great work done by’
the Temple and Rabbi Gries during
the twenty years that Rabbi Gries

[
.

has been in the city. He also spoke

of the necessity of a new temple.
] During the evening other subscrip-
tions were received, making the do-
nations amount to nearly seventy
thousand dollars.  Mr. Charles
Eiseman, in behalf of the congre-
gation, presented Rabbi Gries with
an electric brougham. The Temple
Choir rendered the Finale from
“Faust.”

Rabbi M. J. Gries, in a few well
chosen words, thanked the congre-
tion for the many kindnesses shown
him duiing the twenty years he has
been here, and he expressed pro-
found gratitude for the kind re.
membrancesof him on histwentieth
j anniversary day. He said that he
and Mrs. Gries appreciate keenly
all the kird acts that had been done
for them and their family,

The vast audience then arose and
sang the following song, composed
in honor of the occasion:

Our Raieer.

f{Tune: “‘My Country, Tis of Thee. "
Words arranged by Edna Goldsmith

Our Rabbi, 'tis of thee,
Rock of Fidelity,
To thee we sing.
For twenty years our pride,
Loving and faithful guide,
Throughout this land so wide,
Thy praises ring,

Proving God’s word divine,

Thy life a light will shine,
Eternally.

Urging for all the right,

To live in Freedom's light,

serving us day and night,
Unceasingly.

!Living and teaching truth,

Bringing to age and youth,
Justice and poace,

, We wi<h our share to do,

,Our friend so slaunch and true,

God’s blessings chower on you,
Dear Rabbi Gries.

# a glowing tribute to the beautiful

jlearly morning until late in the

{| bath School to appear in his study
{lin the afternoon and remain there

j charge of the afternoon program.

Every one of the addresses --plaid :

work done by Rabbi Gries in be- 1
half of the congregation and the
community of Cleveland.

The day had been one of com-
plete surprises for Rabbi Gries from

Lo g

evening. Rabbi Gries received a
command, accompanied by a bunch
of twenty white roses, from the Sab-

until he was summoned to appear
elsewhere.

Much credit is due to Mr. Her-
man Moss, who had charge of the
morning and cvening affairs, and
Miss Edna Goldsmith, who h:d |
At the conclusion of the evening
program.  All present extended
their congratulations to Rabbi and
Mrs, M. J. Gries.

After congratulations all repaired
to the parlor of the Temple, where
refreshments were served.

The event, which was a brilliant
success in every way, will be long
remembered by all who attended,
and reflects much credit on those
who were connected with the de-

B o e

tails of its arrangements.
_"J

TR

Jithose who witnessed it.

Our Nabbi

Tune “My Country "Tis of Thee”
Words arranged by Edna Goldsmith

Our Rabbi, s of thee,
Rock of Fidelity,
‘o thee we sing.
For twenty vears our pride,
loving and faithful guide,
Throushout this land so wide,
Thy praises rng.

Proving God's word divine,

Thy life a licht will shine,
Eternally.

Urging for all the night,

To live in Freedom's light,

Serving us day and nicht,
Unceasingly.

Iiving and teaching truth,

Cringing to age and vouth,
Justice and peace.

We wish our share to do,

Our friend 5o staunch and true,

God's blessings shower on yvou.

Dear Rabbi Chies.
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Beautiful Tribute.

Rabbi M. J. Gries, in commem-
Joration of his twentieth anniversa-
;ry as rabbi of Tiffereth Israel Con-

gregation Sunday, was the recipient }
of many beautiful aud appropriate}
tributes of respect and esteem, but}
none were more touching and im-f
pressive than the presentation to}
him of a pure white chrysanthemum }
from each one of the seven hundred
Sabbath school scholars. The sightf
of those children approaching their
beloved teacher with this beautifulf
symbol of innocence and purity was{
an an impressive and touching one
and will not soon be forgotten by}

T O
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Nothing indicated more surely
and more appropriately the rever-|
ence and love of pupil for teacher
than did this presentation.

Rabbi Gries has implicit faith in
the children. He believes that in
the children rests the future of Ju-
daism, and it is nothing short of
marvelous the work he has accom-
plished in their behalf. 1Ie loves
his boys and girls and never loses
an opportunity to manifest it. He
is a firm and sincerefriend of every
Sabbath school pupil, and he said
tUat a new temple iz needed for the
children.

The nucleus of a fund for a new
temple, which was started as a fit-
ting tribute to the twentieth anni-|
versary of Rabbi Gries, who has
given the best that is in him to the!
scongregation in every way, should|
constantly grow so that his magnifi-
rcent efforts shall not be curbed for
‘lack of facilities to ecarry them ouc.

The congregation in honoring
Rabhi Grics at the culmination of

A

|

e, e mat e

s e ap

his twenticth year of service in it=

[
y

rabhi but honored itself. /

| I/
Cleveland can be proud of lm\'il,/
such a leader within itz midst I
Rabbi Gries, who has devoteds)

much of his life to the zervice of -

{
! !
i
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behalf not only honored the heloved )

)

|
)

}

i




|

Twenty years ago this weck Rabbi
Moses J. Gries responded to a call from
‘Tifcreih lsrael congregation and Sun-
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RABBI ISIDOR KALISCH.
First Spiritual Head of Tifereth Tsrael.

day morning at 10:30 he will preach Jus
acoed Tl canirersary gormon.

Rabbi Gries had graduated from the
Hebrew Tnion College two years before
he accepted the invitation from the
Cleveland congregation, having oceupied
the pulpit for two wears of the Reform
congregation at Chattancoga. Tenn.

1 When the young minister came to
' Cleveland in 1892 he occupied the pulpit
of the old ITwon street {emple. Two
years later, the Temple. at Central av-
coue and East Tifty-fifth strect, was

1 RABBI GRIES' |-
ANNIVERSARY|
Called To Tifereth Israel}

In 1892

TWENTY YEARS AGO}

His Activities In Numerous Civic,

Religious And Other Organiza-

tions—Will Preach An An-

niversary Sermon Sunday

— The New Temple ;

built and dedicated, lhe dedicatory ser-

mon Dbeing preached by Rabbi Isaac M. |

Wise, Rabbi Gries™ teacher. and founder
of the Hebrew Union College. Ik

|
A well developed movement is now &
progressing to build a templé further |p

east, nearer to the part of the city in ||
which the members of the Temple are |
now residing. The new place of wor- ||
ship will be much larger, for the mem-
bership has grown from 123, when the
Temple was dedicated, to more than GOS. §

Something about Rabbi Gries and |
Tifereth Israel will be found elsewhere f
in this issue, but if will be interesting §
to know that he always had been aective b
in many other things that concerned
the welfare and the upbuilding of Cleve- |
land.

Rabbi Gries is now connected with thef
following organizations: Vice president,
Central Conference of American Rabbis; |
member, Board of Governors of the He- §
brew Union College; member, Board of |
Tditors, Department of Synagogue ana
School Extension. Union of “Awmerican
Hebrew Congregations; chairman. Relig-
ious Ilducation Comnittee, Central Con- }
ference of American Rabbis; chairman,
Executive Committee, Cleveland Peace
Society; member. Committee on Mu-
nicipal Art and Architecture, Cleveland
Chamber of Commerce (Group Plan);f
Ixecutive Committee, Boy Scouts off
America; trustee, Cleveland Sclhool of|”
Art: memher. Board of Tructees, Cleve-
Iand  Association Charities; president
Council Edueational Alliance; trustee.
Federation of Jewish Charitics, directorf
City Club, of Cleveland.

Rabbi Gries is also past president offf
{lhie Educational League, the Bnai Briil
Lodge, Cleveland Couneil of Jewish Wo
men, Alumni Aszociation, Hebrew Union|
College. Jewish Religious Edueation As-
sociation of Ohio, and the Ohio Rabhin-
ieal Association. ’ i
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Our Rahhi

Tosy
Words artanged by kdng Goldsmi

Qur Rabbi, "1js of thee,
Rock of hdelity,
To thee we sing;
For twenty years our pride,
Loving ani faithfuyl guide,
Throughayy this land so wide,
Thy praises ring.

Proving God's word divine,

Thy life a light will shine,
Lrernally.

Lfrging for all the right,

To live in frecdom’s light,

Serving us day and niglhyr,
Unccasingly.

Living ang teaching tryth,

Bringing to age and youth,
Justice and peace.

We wish oyr share to do.

Our TIriend SO staunch and trye

God's hlessings shower on you,
Dear Ranhhy; Grics.

A Trihute

Mr. Chas. Eisenman,
this tribute (o Rabhi Gries:

Our Rabli, i beginning
must huve lieen tnhucd with
vated his oreng wealthy
boys for 1he sta—a ploosical and
When a thousand hoys had Dassed through his
on the training ship made (his man g
tor his devation, He wag g huge, burly, whit
a yachtsman, cricheter ang coaching man: hut
1ore the hoyvs hie vaice hroke and his ¢yes filled
siid 1o (him in coniclusion, 4y thousand g
through (hig <hip. Now do Yo know
Do yau know what ] Pray God to erang me’
My deathihed, T may have the vision of one ho
ont of the thousand ~facing towards God ang
T can see that, T <hyl know that my work
v, Qg boy —just e “LOIng straichy”

his work here, t

4

Mo« OURLEY "Pis Of Thee

o hehall of (he Congregation,

the spirit of the
and his renarkable talents 1o
moral and religious training,

pPresentation in

what will

th

paid

Venty vears ago,
man who (de-
training
hands, the boys
eratitude
e-licaded fellow,
as he stond he-
with tears. He
Y& have passed
satisfy mec
T pray that on
Y —lJust onc hoy
woing straioht.
has not heen n
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Rabbi Gries’ vision must surely have been this—not one
child, not a hundred children, facing God and going straight,
but hundreds of men and women and children going straight.

What, so far as we can understand it, is the secret of this
man’s achievement? If I may venture to attempt an answer,
[ shall begin by emphasizing this particular aspect of the
Rabbi's character as 1 see it. He is, to my mind, a realist.
Just as in literature and art we have a new birth of realism—
every man seriously attempting to see life_and express life, not
as a romance, but as it really is. So in Rabbi Gries we have
2 man who has created in religion a spirit of unflinching reality.
Religion is not for him either legend or sentimentality. It is
a fact. He is neither mystic, dreaming in his cave nor theo-
logian equivocating in a library. He is a man standing at the
center of life and using religion as the supreme force for bet-
tering Humanity to the World.

1 am not a judge of ecclesiastical systems or their methods,
but I have an impression that the mass of the people are of
the opinion that there is a great gulf between the profession of
love—love which is the core of religion, and the practice in
daily life of those activities and self-sacrifices which will ever
spring out of love where it exists. Religion to Rabbi Gries
has been a living, breathing, active principle.

We need men like Rabbi Gries because the world needs
religion—religion in high places and low, religion in our aris-
tocracy, religion in our politics, religion in our newspapers—
just as much as we need religion in the blackest sections of
the community.

Our Rabbi's leadership in the community has been and is
being acknowledged by all. His activities are not confined to
this Church, nor to this City, nor to this State, but to every
Church, every City and every State. He is a leader of men and
a man among leaders. Qur gathering here this evening is to
do him honor, not in acknowledgment of the years but of the
kind of service he has rendered in these years.

In closing, I feel that I am expressing the individual view
of everyone present when I say that we are all, every one of
us, deeply appreciative, and I would ask you to rise with me
in this hearty expression of affection, in helping me to present
to him with your compliments, this outward conveyance of
your good will.

Response

When the prolonged applause subsided Rabhi Gries was
called to the platform and said: “Many kind things have been
said and done to me and to my beloved wife to make us
supremely happy today.” Rabbi Gries called it a succession of
surprises. one more beautiful than the other. In spite of his
close relationship to the Dresident, he said, he has been the
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PRESIDENT GRIES’ MESSAGE TO
CONFERENCE AMERICAN RABBIS
“No Jewish National Body In All The Land Is

More Or Equally

“BEILIS TRIAL FILLS

Representative”

US WITH HORROR?”

Anti-Immigration — Co operation Between National Organizations —

Anti-Semitism In Europe And

Of The World—Opening Of Silver Jubilee

BY MAURICE WEIDENTHAL.
_ Detroit, July 1 (Special).—The silver
jubilee of the Central Conference of
American Rabbis is ‘on.
Reform rabbis from everywhere in the
country, many accompanied by their

Lefore the convention adjourns on Tues-
day. July 7.

The convention opened nat Temple
Beth-El on Tuesday evening. with a
prayer by Rabbi Sig-
mund Hecht. of Los An-
geles, followed by even-
ing services, conducted
by Samuel Golden=on,
of Albany, N. Y.

The formal
- of welecome was de-
+ ' livered by TRabbi Leo
"3 M. Franklin. of Temple
Beth-El. Dewroit. and
Rabbi William TRose-
nau, of Baltimore re-

: sponded. NMemorial res-
. . olutions for Rabbi Sol-
omon H. DBauer were

FRANKLIN read by Rabbi Joseph

Stalz, of Chicago and for Rabbi Henry
J. Mussing. by Rabbi Samuel Wolfen-
stein. of Cleveland. Rabbi Goldenson read

the Kaddish prayer and

Rabbi Mecht pronounced
 the benediction. Rabbi Ed-

ward Calisch, of Riclinond,

culogized the late Rabbi

Tsaae T.. Leucht.

The important event of
1liis session was the read-
ing of the president’s mes-

: ~ sage by Rabbi Mozes J.
b - ¢ Gries, of Cleveland,
SCHULMAN Rabbi Gries opened his

address by ‘quoting the
praver with which Rabbi Jsaae Mayer
Wise, the founder of the Central Con-
ference of American Rabbis  welcomed
itz members to its first meeting.  Ile
beoan with giving the history of the
Central Conference, adding:

“Qur members live and work in every
state and territory of the United States
of Ameriea; yes, even in Canada bevond
our nortliern border. Our wmembers oe-
cupy ahnost every pulpit of prominence
in 1his land. XNo Jewish nativual body
in ull ihe land is more, or jierhaps equal-
Iy, reprezentative. It is truly a Central
Conforence.  Tzaae Mayer Wize. the
founder of 1he Conference. has often been
termed an organizing zenius.  Ile be-
lieved in the orsunization of Amcrican
Tsracl. The Conference has demonstrat-
od the wisdom of his vision and of his
faith in the power of organization”

Tiabbi Gries al-o =aid: “Within our
Body radical, liberal, con-ervative. and
tho-z of Orthodox inclinations, have iel-
law=hipped with one another.  DPerfect
frcedom of discussion has prevailed and
the =mallest minerity has never been
denivd a hearing, The Conference elaims
no binding authority—it procddaims no
law--hut its deeisions and resolutions
have bean generally aceepted as the es-

[Sewsh Indepe
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(tablished rules of practice.
fluenced and gunided its members and
Amerjean Israel by the force and weight
of its opinions and judgments.” °

i we love the spirit of the law
ount many om| > e sp aw.
'\\ ives, hav e been arriving since Monday  generation to generation our teachers
and matters of much importance to Re- |have carried f ; .

form Tudaism will be debated 'ahd settled | tion,

address |

b.

America—Mission To Jews

It has in-

“We treasure our Jewish tradition—
From

orward our ancient tradi-
and ‘our rabbis have developed and

enlarged the interpretation and applica-
tion of the law. The Conference has the
right and the duty to reinterpret and
to make new application of the law to
the changed conditions of Israel’s life
in America.”

Referring to the Beilis trial, the presi-
dent said, among other things: “The
mere memory of the
Beilis trial fills us with
horror. An innocent man
was charged with murder
and his life put in peril;
but the indictment of
‘ritual murder’ was lev-
eled against Judaism
and the whole people of
Israel. It is difficult to
fathom the terrible con-
spiracy and still more
to comprehend the dangerous forces at
work in Russia. The Russian govern-
ment showed respect neither for truth
nor justice, and not a spark of mercy
either to Beilis or to Tsrael. A travesty
on juctice—impossible to belief—alto-
getlier incomprehensible in the twentieth
century!” !

“Would that this plague spot, the Pale,
were destroyed and the door of oppor-
tunity opened for cnslaved Tsrael. If
only Russia possessed the statesmai<hip
and the wizdem {o do justice to her Jews,
Jews might Dbecome the regenerading
force of the Russian cmpire.”

“The Jewish yoke will not be lifted and
Jewish misery will not cease until a
true Christianity shall bLecome regnant
in  Christian nations and throughout
Christendom.  The appeal is {o true
Chriztianity which dare not be silent in
the presence of a ‘perpetual pogrom.
plauned to destroy the life and happiness
of millions. Russia, blind to all sense of
justice and deaf to cvery centreaty for,
merey, mu=t be forced to hear the voice
of wunited public opinion. Defure the
power of warld opinion and the judzment
of civilized nations, even Russia will bow
her head in shame”

Referring to the current agitation to
restrict  inndgration, the rabbi said:
“Perzicution and  oppreszsion  are  the
forcez, driving Jewish mmigrants from
lund= of bondage to promised Jands of
frecdom. Glorionsly, the Jews of Amer-
icar have Lorne their heavy burden; to
the exiles hunted from their fatherland,
they have 1cached out ihe hiand of wel-
come and of help. America has been
the refuge for the hminted and the perse-
cuted.  Never =lould the ‘right of asy-
ham’ be denied or put in jeopardy. De-
moeracy dare not join forees with des-
potism—America with Iussia—-to make
=till Licavier the banden of oppression.’

GUTTMACHER

(Continued on Page 5.)

.\\\
\'Y.i;‘..ﬁ;l‘fj ]

)

e

mic B

o ;&@\ Vel
, 4y AN




CONFERENCE

(Continued from Page 1.)

Speaking of co-operation with national
organizations, Rabbi Gries mentioned the
department of Synagogue and School
Extension, the Board of Editors for the
preparation of religious school books, the
Jewish Chautauqua, the Independent
Order B'nai B'rith. the Anti-Defamation
Leéague and similar organizations. The
speaker also offered appreciation for the
useful services rendered by the National
Councit of Jewish Women and by the
National Federation of Jewish Sister-
hoods.

The speaker then narrated the history
of the new Bible translation. “For five
vears” he said, “the Board
of Editors, has labored
most faithfully, with the
inspiring purpose to trans-
late into English not only
the letter, but also the
spirit and the character
and the genius of the tra-
ditional and historic Bible
of the synagogue. We an-
nounce, with true rejoic-
ing, the completion of the new Bible
translation, and that this new monument
to American Jewish scholarship will soon
be published to the world.”

The president further said: “The way
should be found for a closer and more
sincere co-operation between all our na-
tional erganizations interested in kindred
problems. The welfare of Jews in Amer-.
ica and abroad are of deepest concern
to the rabbis of this Conference. It is
our sineere desire that the rights and
liberties of Jews throughout the world
should be safeguarded. Rabbis through-
out the country bear the burden of re-
sponsibility, and by virtue of their of-;

ENELOW

tfice are in the most natural position 1or
leadership.  Ilarmonious and united
action is particularly desirable and im- |
perative in dealing with questions affect-
ing the rights and liberties of Jews in
America and abroad. With fullest ap-
preciation for the remarkable services
rendered to the Jews of America and of
the world, and to the still larger cause
of liberty and of justice, by the Ameri-
can Jewish Committee and the Board of
Delegates on Civil and Religious Rights,
by individuals and by national organiza-
tions, your president recommends that
the Conference instruct your Executive
Committee to endeavor, through co-oper-
ation with existing national organiza-
tions, to have created one body properly
representative of all, entitled to repre-
sentation. There is constant danger—
and Jewish interests are needlessly im-
periled—because of the confusion of
voices and of the eager desire for pri
ority in action. Israel’s cause demands
wise statesmanship and representative
leadership.”

“Anti-Semitism still runs riot in Eu-
ropean centers of culture and Anti-Jew-
ish feelings and prejudices make them-
selves manifest in lands of freedom, in-
cluding our own America. Are they wise
who counsel that we meet the misinter-
prétations and the undervaluations of
Judaism and the Jew with calm, digni-
fied silence, or are they wiser who would
actively combat intellectual Anti-Semi-
tisin, its false presentation of Judaism,
compared and contrasted with other
world religions, and its misrepresenta-
tion of the Jew. as a factor in modern
life and in world civilization? How
easily, and also unthinkingly, the Jew
and his contribution to scholarship and
to all intellectual advancement are un-
derestimated and ignored! Injustice is|
wronght both to Judaism as an historie]

‘religion and to the Jew in his historie

‘| neceszary for =alvation.
“jof old taught, ‘the righteous of every

‘| workers, and if not thesc. the printed
»[word. should he sent, in order to give a

spof Jew and Judaism, to the great na-

rclationship to ‘the development of man-
kind. It is important that we publish to
the thinking world an aflirmative pre-
sentation of the teachings, the spirit and
the ideals of Judaism and the Jew.” !

“We hesitate—we are naturally disin-}
clined towards enterprises and endeavor,|
nmissionary in character, but’
-T Velieve that it is a posi-
tive Juty to oursclves and
to our religion that there
shall be a simple, true and
just presentation of Juda-
ism, not alone to America
and to the uations of Eu-
rope, but to China and
Japan and the races of the
Orient. and to the people of the new and
mighty repnblies of South America. Not
once of us helieves in sending mission-
aries to couvert any people or individ-
uals to Judaism. Couversion never was
Even the rabbis

ROSENAU

faith have a share in the world to come.’
I believe that living teachers and living

true knowledge and a true understanding

tions destined to be ma-fers over vast !

empires, just opening to madern civiliza-
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A tral Conference, made an uddress yeg- |
4 terduy to a large audience at the Free}

iagement of the attempt of Citizen Ge-

a part
1 . -
jthough it was urged that this coun-

~Jin the Revolutionary War,
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Rabbi Gries Sees Inspiration to
Every True American in
£ Their Birthdays,

.

-
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PRAISES PRESIDENT WILSON

Hls Veto of the Immigration Billf
Commended in Sermon at
» Free “Synagogue,

Rabbi Moses J. Gries, of ihe Tem-
ple Cleveland, President of tne Cen-

Synagogue in Carnegie Hall on. * Lin-
coln and Washington.” He was in-

to master at this time was his discour-

net to induce the United States to take
in the IZuropean war, even |

try should aid France in gratitude for"'
the belp she had received from France I

troduced by Abram I Ellkus, who sajd [
] that one of the important incidents of b
jthe life of Washington for Americans

A{ our fuith _in the government of the
'M IW%.—IT‘%* ECODIC. Remember his  name with
~ onor. Tiis eharacter ia an inspiration

o 7 b it (.\. = :

T Georga w ington and Abraham |
Lincoln are the two great Americans.
Lincoln was the child of poverty, Wash-
ington the child of weaith. Both of
them were great because of character,
‘ Btudy It re-
hews our faith  in
slrenzthens_our trust ip the people and

the “1ife of Lincoln.

1o us all.  1Te wus a gr ot man, sirong

‘* Ex-President Rooscvelt said more |
than a decade ago: ‘ Bvery American

is richer by the heritage of the ngble i

decds and noble words of Washington
and Lincoln. .3 v

The T'wo Great Américans.

“ Washington and Lincoln belong to
the great men-of all ages. They are
THE {wo great Americans. Foth of
them lovers of their country, both

lovers of mankind, honorable in their
F}xblic life and clean in their personal
ife.”

? he

bos 3o TR
L p

Rabbi Gries auoted ILincoln as say-
ing that the Declaration of Indepen-
dence_not only nmcant frecdom for all
Americans, Lut hope for all the op-

berause of qualities of mind and heart. 57

Democracy. It i+
o

and_tender, just and moerciful, £

“ . resged peoples of the world. LA .
I —}me”cﬂ"s should be the most pa- P We shonid. he thankful,” he said. |
"‘dlgtc 9‘1’ a1l peoples, said Rabbi “that this is also the view of ourf
{Gries. ot all nations we have the present President and that he had the |« 3
g}ost C"FUSG i:ox pal:_'lot{c-_ love of coun- courage, in the face of an overwhelm- |
% y. th Ni] me, February is alwgys a ing vote.of the Senate and the Houce §
{mon : ofdpd_lr'l?t_lc inspiration.  IFebru- of Representatives, to veto lhe Tmmi- | I
4ary 1s - distinguished  gmong all the gration Bill containing the literacy test, ;
: AP mop}hs of the yeur by its two national which wuas intended to deny the rightf % 3
holidavs. 1t is consecrated by the of asylum in this country to the op- |
] Lo gmemory of two great Americans— pressed. ) 4 ;
fscorge .“ asnington ind Abruabam Lin- L “ There are many 1éssons to be drawn i
3 coln\. . i e frem the life of Abraham Lincoln which § :
F We should remember their birth- i Cay could he applied at this day. You will & :
- da}_s, not for the celebration of the b 4 remember  that when Douglas was | #
ddays, but for the powerful messag~ ‘] breaching that he * didn’t care whether || =~ E
J»hich Lhey speak.  Unforiunate al 4 8lavery was voted up or voted down’ r !
.+ _fthe holy days of our Ameri na- e Jﬂ Abraham T.incoln in his speech in this | o ;
. Ational calendar have been transformed city said that Douglas professed that ¢
-0 4by the worldly spirit in our generation v 3 ‘Y he aidn’t care about a question con-
% Jto public holidays, The Day of the " 3 cerning which all true men did care. B 3
3 Declaration of Independence and our ¥ A5 ‘“How many today adopt the ‘don't | .
7 National Day of Memorial are not con- 2 5 care’ aititude toward questions con- | .

sccrated as _days of noble thought of e ja AR cerning which all true men do care? Do |

- geeuntry and mnationalLupiift, but are f . - S the boss@s rule in this countiry or do the [ hy 13 ;
desecrated by almoest Diniversal merry- - * 4 people rule? Are we one-half slave and | P, E
qmaking and feasting, “pleasure-secking | . © 4 ene-half frce. commercially, industrially, | : . !
and sport. . -4 or politically?  Are we tolerant of a )

Inspiration to Americans. 8 = . double standard of 1pnrals, one for the

1 R rich and one for the poor, one for the . |

{ " The birthdnys of Alraham Lincoln private life and one for tie public Nife, R

one for men and one for women? H‘o;\' 3
many of our millionaires take the ‘ don’t

care’' attitude when they admit that}

4and George Washington should bring

pex'sqnal inspiration to every true Amer- 52 ¢ g

ican.” They pleadq eloquently for the up- : ; . § they don't understand the great social |

liftment of our national ideals. Won- ¥ problems of today?” N -

Gerful and equally inspiring is the story L = R P, e i u

4ot‘_\\'ashington. He was not born the § e
child of poverty. He was not trained b ¢
in th2 hard school of adversity. Lincoln |
was born to poverty and to disadvan- |

J}f’ige. t\\'aslaliny,ton wis &301'n tfo priv- - T
cge, to advantage, and to fortune. . tten up Congrega-
jBo?h of them were born to opportunity . Another well EO t ih;t of “Tohm_
(and to freedom. Both pf them were tional yecar boo is ‘ I—
Ysreat Americans. v Temple,” of Cleveland, 0., Moses J.

1_ " Washington was boin to leadership. | It contains besides the

Gries, rabbi. !
usual calendar and program for']91..--
13, the names of all the corpmlttees.
a resume of all the interesting local
events of the year 1911-12, the annual
address of President M. A. _I\Iarx, Sab-)
Lath-school and congregational sum |
{mary of attendance and memberslf

In his young manbood he revealed his

‘lenergy and capacity. le had the spint b
of thie pionecr. HMHe was master of Lim- |

3gelf, and thercfore brcaine masier of
his work. - He was a s=oldier in his
Jrouth and in his manhood.  Ahmest all |
fthe years of hig lfe he devoted to Hn;-l
|

|

|

~ervice of his country.,  Ile was not
foelfiche 1ie scrved s country at the
gacrifice of and not for the o‘;ru‘l.m-mt

o !Ti-?sllm‘sl(}!clm\{-Sziu;:gtmgjxnli‘fi.t s for ik {the roll of honor of the Sabbath-schod

A . jae
power or station or honors, Fehold him, (s ;s ! the conﬁrma}mn cl'flss_, marrlaTsfé
strong and hrave and moedest; honored deaths, ete.; in fact, it is a comple
‘;1"‘.\\““"1 l]i!.\]]:;' ";'tn -“g;zjﬂ";‘,‘]‘;,-‘,' ‘Q‘iﬂ"i'fné'e',‘.‘i record of the congregation and itsi
fhow ~impie! e s noble and s : - s . .
in word and heort snd deed. What o/ §various societies during the past year,
Ie=son the public men of cur thme mnight . as such has permanent value.

kS an s
leorn from the life and momory of | 47 == .
ashmeton. g T ——-.p-———-' 4y v

Tty
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ment of Rabbi M. J. Gries from the

1 period has occupied a prominent

Rabpi Gries Retires From the
Ministry.

The announcement of the retire-

pulpit of The Temple, which the
rabbi made to his congregation on

4 New Year'seve, was received with |
1 intense regret by all the members,

who have held him in the highest

1 esteem and respect. _ ,

1 Rabbi Gries came to Cleveland |
in November, 1892, and during that

O i 1 e

l-"'li!' - i, % l.,‘:.u' 1 o) .
; Kabbi Gries has been more than

a rabbi. He has always taken a

of his congregation, sharing with
them their sorrow and their joy
He hasgiven of himself to his con-

personal interest in the members|

TN T e T

y 1 place, not only in the Jewish com- - {gregation. No sacrifice has been|f =
. . > i =y . i o=
munity of Cleveland, but also in - ltoo great for him to make when ||
i ' the public life of the city. e duty was concerned. He has al- E )
i During his many yearsas spirit- || ~+ . {ways been willing to give counsel E ?
E‘ ual leader the congregation has|f ~ Jto those seeking it, and his influ- | ]
4 {| made phenomenal advancement in ’ J ence for good hasnot only been felt §
jevery direction. The membership || {in the city but throughout the{
'% { has reached over seven hundred || jcountry. He had the highest con- | ‘
} 1 and the enrollment in the Sabbath | { ception of the function of a rabbi. }
{ . . 1 . g ]
1 School over eight hundred, which ) No service has been too arduous
1makes it the largest Jewish Sab-|} / for him. His greatest pleasure | 4
bath school in the world. He is|* has always been to do good for :
Yidenti ith nearl J {othe yM b ﬁ'g' -
1degt1ﬁed with nearly every Jew- thers. any beneficial innova- |
ish and civic movement in Cleve- tions in congregational life owe
: : land that conduces to the better- 1 their origin to Rabbi Gries, and in |
: 1ment of humanity. his retirement from the ministry
.\ . . J . .
* 3 In addition to his many interests 1 not only his congregation but en-| 4
t _ﬁin Cleveland he is prominently jtire American Israel has much || !
] identified with numerousactivities cause for regret. ) 1
| of national interest to American | He will notretire to a life of case, ||
{ Israel. { but he will devote his energies to
: R o o T 'numerous sph
i The America"i/awish Reform rab- i . P ere.s of usefulness
binate has in’ itd ranks a number of ) that will result in much good to||
1 very able men, but not enough for the | his fellowmen.
Jl community to be able to afford to lose i . . s
_ J the services of any ope of them. It Is many years in the ministry
} is therefore to be sincerely regretted ihave been crowned with those
that Rabbi Moses J. Gries of Cleve- :
{ n
i land, Ohio, has announced his inten- 1 oble actmns.tha‘t h_ave been the
! tion to leave the Jewish ministry. 10utcome of his high ideals of the |} 1
| 1 Rabbi Gries was graduated from the calling of a rabbi who is the teacher ||
! ‘Hebrew Union College in 1889. After ! d leader in 1 ) ‘L
[ serving a brief term as Rabbi of Miz- and leader 1n lsrael. ;
; '11)‘ah c}:)ngregatio(;l hof lChz;ttanooga, 'May he be spared for many'
enn., he assumed the Cleveland post,
{ nearly twenty-five years ago. -Under {Yars surrou1'1ded by t.hose ne.ar
his ministration the Temple congre- and dear to him, to continue a life
¢ gation has grown to be one of the| ! of usefulness and happiness.
largest and most progressive in the | ]. i
country and in religious school work I'_I e = -
has been d leader. His was probably
} the first to welcome to its class-room, |} 4
. without charge, the children of mem- %
j{ bers and non-members alike. Rabbi
Gries has also been very active in
Jithe civic life of the city of Cleveland
and no doubt will continue to be, but his
retirement from the pulpit is a griev-
ous loss to American Judaism which {}
t\ Jl he has served long and well. ‘
L e P R ——
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