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sunda.y, March 11th, 1906 

Will Anti-Jewish Prejud.ioe Ever Cea�e 1 

I speak of enti-Jewiah �rejudice, not of anti-SemitiS1'11. _Anti-Semitism is 

a polite name., an e�honism to conceal anoient bigotry. There is nl') question of 

Arian or Semite among people who scarce know the rne!J]lin3 of the �ords. It is the 

Jew who is hated as a Jey:. I shall not speak of Je-wish good-citizenship and 

loyalty and patrioti9rt. I shall not ans,rer as did Disraeli - "Northern Europe 

worships the son of a Jewish mother and giyes him a place at the right hand ot 

the Creator; southem Europe worshii,s besides, as queen of heaven, n Jewish maiden"• 

I eho.11 not remind the w-.,rld that the Jew wrote the Bible and st!l"l� the sonss and 

proolaimed the ool!lmandments, I shall make no a!)peal to history., whi-,h reveals the 

Jewe na the benetaotors of the human race - hlstory whioh GiTes distinction to the 

Jew, in soul and in in tel leot, aMong the true noble!'len of all tine, I shall not 

• de"il w1 n ancient Jew hating, nor wlth modern Jew baitinc., in Eurol)e or Atrioa ,,r

the Orient. Thus I might awaken publio sym.,athy and lead., !)erhaps., to a barren

meeting of fruitless protes. I shall not deal with the �rejudioe of the i{3:l'lornnt

and the mi.lettered and unjust tea.ohing of reliBion., still living in the Mi'd(Ue A�s,

centuries behind the tii:ies. I shal 1 B!)eak ot anti-Jewish prejudice in America,

ond more specifically asit mani.teats i tsel:f here in Cleveland, I antioi!)ate no

enthusiasm of the p-.iolic., but I am confident ot the sober ap!)rova.l ot just-mindee.

and right-hearted .Americans1 who are truly American in spirit.

Is there any prejudice in A!!terica today? The tires of the old hatred 

have burned low, There is prejudice enoueh and to sr,are. 'Tis not a far journey 

to find it. The tine has com�, it1 my judgment, when we should speak plainly, 

Patience, submission end non-r�sistmtoe are favorite Ohrietian doctrine. Ve Jews 

aeem to be tbe only ones possessed of the meek Christian s,irit. S!!litten on the 

one cheek ., Ye are asked to ttU'tl the other. some there are who would claim the 

monoply ot all e�itifl6 and resent it it we be rude enoush to strike back, or not

patient under continued. bisul t, 
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No longer bear in silen ce. Cease the oomplaint., whispered as thouch fearing 

to speak. Be not content with the individual !)rotest., but speak and :protest and 

fight openly. Appeal to American tnir play. Hold up t11e nen 911d their rtethods 

to the scorn they deserve. The American peo!)le he.ye a strong sense of justice 

and will have little eympathy with the survivals of rnedieTal hatred and persecu­

tion - so un-Americen in spirit, 

The oomic weekly and the staBe oaricatnre'! do mu.eh to l'er,etuate st�id 

prejudi ce. Let us sho,r our di sap:;:>roval by rion.:..slJ!)Port. Do not enoour95e them 

by subscri:pt ion or by advertise..1"'\e:nt::h I:f there be those in the professions or 

in business., who show anti-Jewish :feeling., who do not fe.no� Jewq, or do n0t like 

Jews., le"ave them severely alone. Usually they ar6 easer enough to deal with Jews 

or to benefit by them. Do not diatu:r-b tbem in the enjoyment of their likes and 

their f'e.noies • Wo can live without them. Let them live without us. 

some there B.re so prejudiced they will not sell Jews �ropArty, nor rent 

them houses or apartments, s\1pl')Osedly reeal"Ve.! for the eleot. What is it they 

il'l1tend? Would they reestablish a Jews' street., or a Jewish quarter; oreate a 

ghetto without walls �d �ates.,in America, whioh has hever known suoh distinctions? 

'lh•t ia the ju stification . The:re may be a good exouse. There is  no real reason 

save p:rejudiee. 

Sometimes Ye are 11Saured the?'$ is no dieoril!!ination against Jews like nyselt, 

but only against disagreeable Jews. To speak r:,lainly., this is not the truth. 

If' di s&gr9$able peoplo and persons ot bad re:iutation and of evil charaoter were 

exol uded., none could with justice (30ffl!)lain. But the df sagreeable people t:U'ld the 

persons ot bad reputation and of evil oharaoter., the d.."'llnkards and the 5runbler2 

wi th cards and with stocks, the ones who lead a double lite and the pious hypo-

·• cri tes are not us ually associated with the Jetrbh na?!te., nor disooverable in the 

Jewish countenance. Let us cease to bear suoh discrimination in silenoe, It is 

no a.'1ame to us. Th� shaMe is upon the ownere of the houseg and the a:pa?'tments and 
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ot the lota and the allotMents. tot the nar.i&s of the owners and tl-ie �ts be 

publioly knom. Compel them to tuke their stan1 as friends or  as en�mies. Let 

us buy and rent pro1,erty and live wherever we !)lease. Hold up to publio ridioule 

the absurd idea of those who believe themselves entitled to exolueive o'!tl'le-rship 

and reservation of the earth. 

Thus there are lode�e of g?'4''1t f'ratemal orde?"s
., 

fore�rer proolair.iin� the 

noblest prinoiples of universal brotherho'>d., lodces to whi0h no Jew oan belong. 

Let us pierce the bubble of the e'lllpty ,:retense of thei:r hoble principles. Thie 

anti-Jewish pnijudiee, so un-Anterfegn in tSl)iri t and in practice., is ins!J'1natinG 

i tselt into our schools and collec:es. Let us stand boldly., d emandiJ'\C e'lual oppor­

tunity for all. 

Clubs t!1ere nre that do not want u s. Jaws are n ot weloomed as members in 

any of the leac\ing Clubs of Cleveland. Why? Is it beoauee therft is a charaoter 

test for membership and we have been found wanting? lfo, it "�not be . It ohar-

aoter or intellect or oulture were tb� test, sorne who ,?y.>se as bet��� than Jf!tffs 

would be :reduced to their true level in sooiet:,. Let theJ'l haYe their olubs. I 

have never sought and would not aeek membership. I SOl)ffl to tre-B!)ass ever,. when 

invited 4s guest. I refuse to be tolerated for the hour or the oooasi?n. I have 

ro:ft1s�d to go in the past and shall continue to do SO'·in. the :tuture. le should 

all refUse: to so in self'-r�spoot, 

Perhaps some l)ne will say, they will be �lad ot it., md laugh at us ror our 

folly, Let them ;rejoice. L&t them laugh. They must honor us in spite of them-

selves. The de�redation is theirs to belong to the narrQW and the 'bi�otted and 

t he un-American. We retain our BAlf-reg:,eot. 

Perhaps some day men and women will arise to protest against the urtW?"itten 

law 1rhieh ehuts the door in the faoe of the Je,r. Su?'e'l.y ther-3 are sol!te men ot 

principle and ot oonviotion., who have the courase to �eak tieainst prejudice so 

viotous and ur..-.American, Perha!)s we shall wait in vain, At least., we shall have 

• 

• 

.. 



,., 
� .. ', 

• 

-4-

saved our honor. 

One wearies of the old tune too often sung - ot love �d admiratit)ft for 

Israel, the ohosf:tl people; love for the Jew of history and pr�cious lii le for 

the Jew of the present. We shall be oontent rith a little lesa lovo. 'lo prefer 

a little more Justice. 

ttill it ever cease? Hat?"ed of the ,Tew has endured tor thousands ot years. 

He has 111tfered perseoution in all lands. Jew ha ting and burnine and torture 

were oncea tavori te pastine o f  churoh and state, Europ� is still inflamed with 

hate of the Jew, f.l'ld Russia still wields the oruel lash and ke8!)s 'buming the 

tire ot perseoution, The d ay is not near in Europe, in lands ot desolation, o� 

in lands of freedom. Will the day ever oome? The signs of the times do not indi-

oate rising of the dawn. 

fill anti-Jewish prejudice ever cease? I belieYe it will oease. Yes, I 

• believe it in the faoo of the vil"Ulent anU-Semitiam ot almost all Euro:::,e; in

.. 

the face of prejudice only too manif.est in tre� Ameriol'\., The Jew of under-

standing treasures his tai th unshaken, by al 1 th-, oruel osn turies, in the coming

of the Jleesid - the Messianio age, the aze or light and not of darkness., o� truth

and not of eU!)erstition, ot lov& and not of pious bi�try, ot peaoa and not ot wnr.

The day when �ustioe and righteouaneas shg,11 be establisha,d in the world. 1 Tis

tb1e when the ffl>rld understood that every messimio view is ell!lpty p?'&tention and

hypoorioy if not indissolubly joined with love !l71d with justice vnd with brother­

hood, I believe prejudioe will cease. I could not be n sincere end intelliSS\t

Jn f.l'ld believe otheniae. !he Jew ·holds fast to his ag""J-long ta! th in the

triuml)li ot truth md the enthronement of justioe •




