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tcT. 24th 1904. 

WHAT JJi..''WS BET.,IBVE ABOU'l' LIFE AND DEATH. 
Pea. 8 & Deut. 30- 11-

There is a development of the idea of the future life in the Bible. It is 

vain for us to read into the Old 9nd the New Test,!Jllente our modern conception of 

immortality. The Bible speaks of Shomajim and Sheol, Heaven !'lnd Hell, we trenslate, 

but the translation is ihcorrect. Sheol is not Hell ,rnd Shomajim is not Heaven, as 

the moderns conceive them. The ancient Jews believed in resurrection nnd modern 

Orthodox Jews still continue prayers for resurrection. The resurrection idea develops in 

Israel after contact with the Babylonians end the Persians. Man lives in two worlds, 

in this world and the world to cane. Resurrection is fund'lmental with Christianity, but 

reforrued Jews do not believe in resurrection. 

Jews cherish the hope for a future life. The thone,ht of th., world +,o come 

has been growing in Israel. The Old Testruuent hes few clear references to the after 

life. The emphasis of the old Law book and the emphasis of all our Jewish thought 

s upon life on -earth--

Genesis teache1 that God made men in his own imaie. God formed m!in of the 

dust of the e�rth and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life. Science speaks 

no clearer truth. Life appeared eons ago, wLence and how,scienee knows not. The highest 

science has been unable to create any livi�g 6rganiam with the life spirit Md the 

life principle within it. Life alwe.ys canes fran life. Men ever searches the be ...

ginninga. The fact remains we live. All-important e.re the purpoae and the destin)\ of 

life. ' ... , ... , I, 
I • 

The philosophy of the Hindus teaches the end of life to be Nirvana - annihi]A.M-

ticn. Characteristic of Christianity is the thought that life is burden and sorrow end 

pain and the.t death bdngs relee.ae. Christian hymnology sings n constatt refrAin ... 

the bliss of he&ven '-ltd the burdens of earth. .Judaism emphasizes life, life and duty 

on earth. Life is joy and sorrow, pafo is mineled with pleasure and evil is constent 

attendant upon good. Judaiam announces - See, I have set before thee life and good, 

death and evil; chooee ye the good, that ye may life. Manhood and womanhood are noble 

and not debased. Fund8lllental is Jewish emphasis of the worth of life. 
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Jewish thought is of life end not of death. Jews respect and reverence 

'1eir dead. At every service we reri.ember our loved one■• Some Jews will not speak the 

Kaddish end keep no year of mourning and remember no anniversary daya. They lose the 

finer feelings p..nd sentiments of life. Other■, with all their rationelism are held 

fast in the bonds of superstition. Death Rnd sufferint and sorrow still seem to be 

supernatural j_udgment and vengoance fran on hir;h. We .Tews fear no torments of tha 

doomed. The terrors of dee.th do not affright ua. Our duty is to lbe and not, in fear of 

denth, die e thousond deaths. Throuih life, we learn how to die, through death, we

learn how to live,

Thousanns think not what· life is, care not how they live, so that they live. 

No tb:>ught ennobles and no puprose uplifts the life of thousand■• Their one fear is

lest they die too soon; therefore, eat, drink &nd be merry. Unworthy is this conception 

of life. Here is no consciousness of what life really is. To get rich is the all­

consuming pa.as ion of our generation. Richs• nnd power pall 15.t lrust, then follow dissat-

�faction and diacontent. Our very pleasures satiate and disgust, e.t le.st, then life seems

disappointment. Life is appointment, not diseppoir;tment. Not disnppointmant but ap ... 

pointment is life's noblest interpretation. 

Life is service. 'Tia a new thought 1 tis a very old thought. Life is 

service - service to man - service to God - service to God by service to man. 

Man is aade in the image of God. Ours is not the pagan thought that man is

creature of the caprice of the god■• Ours is not the Christian +..hought,that man is lost 

in sin to be saved only by the atoning blood. Judaism proclaima,and true Christiani-

ty also that man is child of God. Man is divine and his life is divine. Labor is not 

the curse of God. Thep�ihs 111nd burdens of earth and death are not the punishment of 

God because of the sin cf Adllllll. Life is God-appointment, somehow to accomplish a fulfill­

ment of e divine purpose. Life is noble arxi not ignoble• privilege and not burden;-

not curse, but blessing; not chence nor fate, but purpose. Life and dee.th born .. not of 

�ts.n• but of God. 
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