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Oc4;. 1'1, 1904 • 

WHA'I' JEWS BELI�VE ABOUT GOD AND MAN • 

. . . . . . . 

It is import!fnt that the world ul'lderstend ti-i� .Tew. It, is eque.lly irn­

pcrtruit th�t the JO\v understand himself. We J9ws usk th'9 world to understand us; 

we protest ega.inst beine; misunderstood, but we d.::i not al·.1a�·s offer full knowledge 

concerning iluda1sm. to the world. The age has come wh19n +.he JetV should cease to be 

a mystery. The Temple shou.i.<l IJe the house of instruction - teacher to t;1e Jew and 

teacher concerning the Jew.

M.en and women are out of touch with Church  and Temple. They experi1mce 

no consciousness cf God The Church is forever h!rpine upon th� theme and scheme of 

salvation. The Synagogue is too busy interpretine texts. M"n ,:p1d women are hungering 

,. and thirsting for the mor�l message of life - eager to discover man's true place and

work in �he world. Church end Sy.aagogue bhould preach and teach +,he vital truths con-

• 

cernint God e..nd M!m. Then '":.h'9 :intellectual would Mt be in _!"P,vol1, &gainst tradi tior.. 

and teachings and the ignor�nt would not be altogether indifferent. 

In the beginning �od - t�e openine thought of the Bible is th'9 fundamental 

Jewish decl�ration. T'1e Bible reve�ls a develop1u':ln;, in +,ha God idea, from the 

pa.triArcha to ti1a lawgiver, from the earlier prophets 1.0 the prorJho+,s of th� uile -

to the rt..bbins in th9 schools of Palestin<t and Babylon - to tha philosophers of the 

middle ages and to the teachers of mcdern time. 

God is known b; n.any n&aea in the Bible. Ancient Israel reverenced :.he name 

oi Gc,d. It pronounced .Jt1hovfili Monoi. 'T'he rabbis in speaking of God \voulcl not use 

any of t.Jm9 l'lm:aes o! Goel.. but praV)rred to s�y - "the Nrune •, "the Name to be blessed". 

Here ·is e lesson to ell t.h, world and especiuly to this generation which uses the 

nSL,e of God so lightly for oath �nd profanity and for me�e �mph�sis. A deeper rever­

ence for the name of God should possess men, �.nd a truer reverence for thfl i,hought of 

God. 
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Ancient Israel worshir-ped Jehovah as ag�inst Baal end the gods of Canaan - ms.de 

sacred the true 5ltar as �eainet the altars built in groves with their i.n�ges of weed

and stone. It taught monoth-=,ism 1!1B avtinst polot.heism ,irid idolatry. After the 

Baby lonj i:.,n c epti vi ty , in the prophetic literature and the Psalms the message is c lea.r, 

God is law-giver; Iu:re.el is God's witness imd shall be holy. God i& fathf3r of e.11 

mankind. 

False is the interpretation of the Bible and of Jewish literat,iro which declares 

that Jehovah, the God of Israel, was a family r,od, God of t1vJ elem, a tribal deity,

nationel r.od and nothine more, never the God universel. The Bible its elf teaches 

Jehovah the God of Isr�el, t�e God of �11 the world. Still more false is the insistent

interpret6.tion which contrtl\sts Jehove.h, the God of veangeanc"J ,with the God of love 

and uercy, unknown t1., Jaws. Thi, Old Testl!lI!lent clearly teaches God as c;rid of justice 

and God of lovo, God of grace who pardonet,h. The Old T�stem1:1nt, in unmis+,akes.ble 

- language, teacries t:iu ffi>.'therhood of God.

Wha.t Ja•vG balieve ebout God rrns b,en revealed in J,ydsh life a._ryd history and

iiterature. It is interpreted in the Biblical end pqst-Biblicel books, in the dis­

cussions and the opinions of the rabbis of th-, Talmud, in Ji:,wbh commentaries r.nd in 

Jewish philosophic�l writin,gs, �nd in our Jewish pr!tyer-bo .!<, rrayers written a tho1;s­

&.nd ;m,J more ye;trs ago, arid still prayed everywh•.H'!'l by the Jews of the world •• Our 

tradition9l service begins with the prayer "Lord of thi, world", procl!lindng God with­

out beginning nn� without end - the first and the lut. Throueh all the prayers runs

the expression of Je·.vish trust i!l God, culminating in th.9 closing aac,n.tion - "He 

e.lo,1e is God, and there is none beside Him", hoping for the day whim Goel will be one 

&nd His nama one. The Jewish thougnt cf the day amphe.sizes the fundamental declara­

tion of the old Bible, in the be�inning God - God, the firs� c�•IBe of the universe. 

Judaism iEeists upon th� theistic interpretation of th� universe, of all history, and 

• especi&lly of J,wi sh history.

Judaism is othi ce.l monotheism. The p}"ffJ�se is ne\Y ,- th� thought is old, thousands 

of yaarfi old. r.od is on13, '\nd hum�n dut,y finds root and basis in God. Through tne 
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ca:-t"turies Judaicm has been monotheistic and ag-'l.irist polothP.:1.srn. It procl!limed +.ht1 

God of riehteousness �l'ld dencQn�ed the idols of lust ��d licentiousness. God was on�; 

Isruel 's l}od ,.as one wh,n the Piq_:ntheon was full of Gods. Jndaism insisted upon unity 

as ag�inst duality - upon unity aij �eainst trinity. 

The one-God idea is the distinctive J9wish contribution to the thought of the 

world. Other nations hav9 had ruighty influence upon the civilizAtion•,0f mankind. 

Isrnel ge.ve God to mankind al'ld th':l God of righteousnesl5 to civiliia:!ltion. .�ccepting 

Jewish thought, mankind believes in God th9 One, creator �nd ruler - in a world of 

moral order, in God the moral law-giver, and �gain acc9pting Jewish thought, proclei�1s 

true serv:i.ce of God to be justice ':'.Ind love. 

"w'he.t do .Je•vs believe about mm,? God is, and man is the imago of God. 

Paganism views man as the croature of the gods, ,mbject to their changing whims and 

c;.'pr�ces. c�.r�i:,"�if<1lity viewtj ffiAn as fallen, lost in sin, n,eding +,ho vicarious sacri-

fice end the atoning blood, Judaism �nows man as mortal - we�k, subject to sin, but 

made in the irn,iee of God. M,:in is not f".llen; he needs no atonine; sftCrifice. Man is 

divine, in him is the divine nature, God judges the world ir. ri�hteousness. Man needs 

no ameliator; obodience is better than sacrifice; righteousn,.,ss and jus+,ice are the 

foundations cf Hia throne. Man is child of God, the God rel"�ionship is as child to 

parent. Child shall be lik� parent, me� shall be like God, God asks justice and mercy. 

Judeism emphe.sizos the inborn nobility of mM. 

Th'J world needs a new cor1sciousness of God. Lives are empty and purposeless, 
God 

ideals are bae� nnd ignoble, bec!!t•1aeAis not in the hear+.s and oouls of men. I.ran

should know hiruself a servwt of God to hear the oall of God, to live th� godly e.nd tha 

godlike life • 
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