THE JACOB RADER MARCUS CENTER OF THE

AMERICAN JEWISH ARCHIVES

MS-53: Moses J. Gries Papers, 1850-1934 (bulk 1890-1930).
Series D: Sermons and Addresses, 1893-1917, undated.

Box Folder ltem
4 7 19

“What Jews Believe about God and Man,” 1904 October 17.

For more information on this collection, please see the finding aid on the
American Jewish Archives website.

3101 Clifton Ave, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220
513.487.3000
AmericanJewishArchives.org



[ ]

Oc

s

. 19, 1904,

WHAT JEWS BELIRVE ABOUT GOD AND MAN.

It is importunt {that the world understsand the Jew. TI+% is equaily im-
gertant that the Jow understand himself. We Jews ask ths world %o urderstand us;
we protest sgeinst being misundsrstooa, bui we do not always offer full knowledge
concerning Judalsm.to ths world. The age has coms whan the Jew should cease to be
a mystery. The Tanmple shouid bs the house of instruction - teacher to the Jew and
teacher concornring the Jew.

Men and women ars out of touch with Church and Temple. They experience
no conscicusnegs c¢i 5od. The Churcu is forsver herpirnc upon the theme and scheme of
salvetion. The Synagogue is t00 busy interpreting texts. Men and woman are hungering

end thirsting for the moral messags of life - eager to discover man's %true placa arnd
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work in 4he world. Church and Sysagogue should preach and 4each ths vitai truthé con-
cerning Gecd snd Man. Then *ha intellectual wouid not be in revolt sgeinst tradition
end teachings sand the ignorsnt would not bs altogether indiffsrant.

In ths beginning God - the opening thought of the 3ible is ths fundamsntal
Jewish declaration, The Bibls resvesls s developisny in 4hs God idea, from the
pairiarchs to tho lawgiver, from the earlisr prophets tu tha prophets ef tha exlle -
to ths rabbins in tha schools cf Palsstins and Rasbvlon - to ths philoaophers-of the
middle ages =nd to tha teachsrs of mcdsrn {ine.

God is known by many names ir the Bible. Anmcisn% Israel reverencsed “hs name
of Ged. It pronounced Jehoveh Adonoi. The rabbis in spesking of God would not use
any of the names of Geodi, but prefsrred 4o ssy - "the Neme", "the Mams to be blessed".
Hereis & lesson 40 al)l the world and especisily tu this generation which uses the
nane of God so lightly for oath and profanity and for mere scphasis. 8 deeper rever-
ence for the name of God should possess man, snd & truer reverence for the ihoughi of

God.
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Ancient Israel worshipped Jehoveh ss against Raal snd the gods of Canaan - made
sacred the true sltar as agsins®t the altars built in groves with their images of wced
end stone. Tt taught monothsism ms sgsinst polotheism mand idolatry. After the
Babylonisn ceptivity, in the nrophetic literature and the Psalms the message is clear,
God is lew-giver; Iorael is God's witness =nd shall be holy., G@od is father cof all
mankind.

False is the interpretation of the Bible and of Yewish literaturs which declares
that Jehoveh, +the God of Isreel, was & femily God, Ged of ths clan, a tribal d=zity,
rationsl God and nothing more, riever the God universel. Ths Rible itself teaches
Jehoveh tne God of Israel, thns God of 211l the world. Still more false is *the insistent
interpretation which contrasts Jehoveh, the God of veangeancs,with the God of love
and wercy, unknown t¢ Jows. The Old Testamsnt clearly tseaches Ged as God of justice
and God of love, God of grace who pardonsth. The 0ld Tsstement, in unmistakeable
languege, teaches ilio fetherhoed of God.

Whet Jaws balieve sbout God has been revealed in Jewish life and history &nd
literature. It is interpreted in %he Biblicel &nd pgst-Biblieal books, in +hes dis~
cussions and tho opinions of ths rabbis of the Telmud, in Jowish commenieries &nd in
Jewish philosophiesl writings, end in our Jewish praysr-tock, vrayers writien a thous-
end and more years ago, aud still prayed sverywhare by the Jews of the world.. Our
traditionsl service begins with the nrayer "Lord of <hs world®, proclesiming God with-
out beginning snd without end - the tirst and the lest. Through sll the prayers runs
the expression of Jewish trust in God, culminating in ths closing aucretiion - “He
elone is God, and there is none besids Him", hoping for the day when God will be one
and His wnems one. The Jewish thougnt «f the day emphasizes +he fundsmuental declara-
tion of the ¢ld Bible, irn the hocinning God - God, the firs+ canse of the universe.
Judaism imsists upon %he theistic interpretatiocn of ths universe, of all history, and
especially of Jowish history.

Judaisr is sthicel monotheism. The phrsse is neQ,» thse thought is old, thousands

of vears old. God is one, and humsn duty finds rcot end basis in God. Through 4ne



~ conturies Juduism has besn monotheistic and mgainst polotheism. It proclaimed the
God of righteousress snd dencunced the idols of lust and licentiousness. God was one;
Isrnel's God was one whon thre Pantheon was full of Gods. Judmisnm imsisted upon unity
as against duality - upon unity as =gainst trinity.

The one-Gcd idsa is +ths distinciive Jawish contribution 4o the thought of the
world. Other nstions have had mighty influence upon the civilization.of menkind.
Isroel geve God to rinnkind and the God of righteousness to civilizatiun, Accepting
Jewish thought, mankind bslieves in God %the One, creator e&nd ruler - in & world of
moral order, in God the moral law-giver, and agsin accspting Jewish thought, proclains
true service of God “o be justice and love,

What do Jews bslievo about man? God is, and man is the image ¢f God.
Paganism views man as ths creature of the gods, subjsct to their changing whims and
coprieces, OLriotisnity views man as fallen, lost in 3in, nesding the vicarious secri-
fice end the atoning hlood. Judaism knows mean as mortsl - wesk, subject to sin, but
mede in the image ¢f God. Msn is not f~llen; he needs no atoning sa&crifice. Man is
divine, in him is the divina nature. God judges the worlé ir righteousness. Man needs
no amelistor; cbedience is bstter than sacrifice; righteousnass and justice are the
foundations cf His throne. Man is child of God, the Goad relationship is as child *o
perent. Child shall be 1liks parent, msn shell bs like God, God asks justice &nd mercy.
Judeism emphesizes ths inborwm nobility of man.

The world rneeds & new conscicusness 0f God. Lives are empty =and purposeless,
ideals are vass nrnd ignoble, bec&ucoigg no%t in thes hear4s and souls of men. Llan

should know himsolf e servant of God to nsar the eall of God, to live the godly and the

godlike life.

TR R R )





