ISIT 70 ALASKA

'

Rabbi Gries = Returns
From the Far'Off
| Territory.

Not Impressed hy the Indian,

He 'in so S-mxill in: Physieal Develop~
ment and Very Meck —Alaska Not
the Snow Covered aud Ice Dou‘ngl
Region It is Supposed to Be—-Some
Magnificent - Scenery — Valuable

Mining Property.

Rabbi M. J. Gries of Tiffereth Israel
congregation returned on Iriday evening
from a delightful vacation trip, lasting
two mounths, in which time he weat up the
lakes and spent a ghort time in. Alaska.
Elis trip was to St. Paul and Minneapolis,
out through Yellowstone park, on to
Portland, Tacoma, and other points of
interest in the mnorthwest, and thence
to Alaska, .

In speaking of the almost unknown
part of Uncle Sam's - dominions last
evening the rabbi said: “I was not im-
pressed by the Indian of Alaska. He is
a small man {n physical development and
is very meek, - He is not in any way the
Indian of the novellst. He does not
seem to be ferocious at all, but spends
his time in work. He is-an industricus
fellow, and is employed as laborer in the
fishing and canning works and in the
mines, In {he latter, however, not many
ave . employed, as one skilled man can
operate several stamps in the ajnes. We
{ouchied at many points, at I't, Wrungle,
Takon, Junean, . Metlakahtlah, Killisno

nd others,

" “Phe Zommon. idea of Alasks is that it
is 4 snow covered aud ice bound region,
but it is not so. 1t is claimedwat Sitka
that the ¢limate and the temperature is,
by reason of the Japan currvent, the same
as that of New York, ‘hat seems to
be trus, and all the time we were there
the folinge was as green as could be, and
we picked many wild flowers. They are
the same as we meet with here, but they
geemed to be larger. U'he trees are the
trees of our climate, and there is no
change in the color of their leaves. The
scenery is grand., The boats run close
to the shore and the channel is selected
between the islands, “Lhe condition of
the wind and the currents canses the
channel selected to vary and the ships’
officers vary it to suit the conditions from
trip to trip. . ;

“The only idea that the region is a cold
one js-that obtained from the snow-
caopped mountaing, “which are near the
shore. Some of them come down to the-
very shore of the sea. The weather was
chiefly wet and rainy and some days,
when the fogs and the atmosphere were
thick, the tops of the mountains could be
plainly seen, while balf way down hung
the veil of mist and fog, - At Takou we
met with our firet iceberg., They vary in.
size, and the one wo snw wae said to be
about eighty feet above the water and
about 150 feet wide. Of. course it was
impossible to tell how far under the
water it extended, ‘I'he bergs are mag-
nificent eights and the colors are different,
depending uwpon the density of the ice.
Some of them are of a very deep blue,
while others arve of a much lighter lne.
We went to the glacier bay onpurpose.
That is not oun the regular run of the
stenmers, but all steammers go theve for
the sake of the scenes, I saw the Muir
glacier and it is simply indescribable, The
frontage on the sen is one and three-
quarters of a mile, while the hight of the
sea frontage is from 150 to 500  feet,
The ice ie continually breaking off and
falling into the sea, and wwhen the small
pieces break the sound.is like a pack of
canuon firecrackers, but when the larger
onesd break it je like the roll of artillery.
There is no danger of the ice giving out,
for there is eaid to be gnough there to
last for 1,000 years yet..

“At Killisno the clief industry is dry-
ing herring.  The refuse is msed in malk-
ing guano, the fertilizer. Metlakahtlah ig
@ co-operative mission settiement of which
A man by the name of Duncan is the
head, They lave fishing and canning
works there and there are ahout 500 fam-
ilies there, who moved from Britich Co--
Inmbia. Other missions. are seattered
about through the country and in some
of the northern parts are missions which
onlv communicate with the outside world
once a year. Juneau is the largest town
of Alaska and it is a great®mining town.
We went through the. Treadwell mine,
which is said to be the largest gold mine
in the world, The mines up there are im-
mense and gold and silver are produced in
great guaniities. When. we were there
many were starting for the Yukon terri-
tory as that is fast being, developedtinto
a mining countty and @®any valuable
mines are being located. Tiunean Las
clectric lights angd is quite a town, Nearly
all the business in Alaska is in the hands
of Americans, hut the laborers are In-
digns. Skilled American labor there re-
ceives §4 per day, The Indians, I was
told, receive hut little,

“The terrifory ' js divided among
the different denominations for
missions and they  are active
in the work. The people are clamoring
for local government and desire repre-
sentation, The territorinal governor does
not meet with their approval. There i a
laww which forbids the existence of sa-
loons in the territory, or the sale of liquor,
vet there are thirty ealoons in Juneau
and several im the ofher towns, The
missionaries oppose loeal government, he-
canse the people faver saloons amd swill
vote to make them.legal, while all the
territorial governors have failed to en-
force the law against them. I Dhelieve
the future of Alaska is a great one and
that it is capable of great possibilities.
Wihile the climate is bad, yet the trip is
one that will well repay the touriat and
the competition between lines will soon
render it one of the most reasonable trips
to take. The people are loyal and it is
the only country that has paid back the
purchase momey.”

).

PP oed e

s e o e sy e © e e Bk AR ok

P T et e D N O e e

U0

= -



