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To the F.acutive Board and Member• of The Tem,ple: 

Twenty-five yeara will aoon be completed aince, with the 

enthusiaam and energy of youth, I came to The Temple and to Cleveland. 

Thoee twenty.five years have been crowded with eventful experiences, 
Wl1,, 

/ with '-�easing endeavor., and, my it not be aaid with modeety and 

truth, have been crow�d with a full measure of achieveEent and 

genuine ■uccess. 

The Temple'• membership, which numbered 125, has increased 

soc%, to more than 700. The children of the Sabbath School., numbering 

80J have ihcreased 1000% to nearly 900, making the largest School in any 

Jewish O>ngrega,tion in the world. More than 1000 boys and girl1 have been 

confirmed, forming an Alumni Association with wonderful possibilities. 

The Women ts Association, in useful 1ervice and activity, ia, I believ, 

fir■t in rank among the Temple Sisterhoods of the country. 

It is a ■ource of profound gratification to record that 

The Temple has won an honored place ampng the congregation• of the land, 

b7 reason of ita apirit and service, it■ initiative and originality in 

plan■ and policies and because of it1 marvelous story of constant growth 

and activity. The Temple 11 recogniz d as "The Open Temple", open for 

wor1hip to all� open for instruction to all, open for fellowship with all. 

The important tallk■ and the epochal development of the im-
U/11, aidl 

/ / mediate future, will demand from your Rabbi, 't'tJJc�easing la.bar lllli un--

diminished atrength. 

I have long and carefully considered the ·step I am ab�ut to 

take, and had not family 1orrow intervened, I would u.ve communicated my 

purpose to you last season. For manifest cause, I would still.further 

delay this declaration of my resolution, but my duty to rou and myaelf 

oompela this pre■ent announcement. 

• 

• 



Twenty-five years I have lived a public life and for the public, 

with little thought of self and family. Now, in justice to my1elf and in 

fulfil3-nt of my duty to my wi
°

fe and children, it 11 wi1e that I chooN &

life le91 public. It is imperative that I 1ecure Freedom from the drive, 

preesure and. tendon of my present life, and particularly from the strain 

and excitement incident to the enthusiasm of preachin� and the earneetneH 

of public address. 

I have resolved, at the end of this 25th 1easonf1 service with 

The Tel'll)le, to retin from '1w Tel'll)le pulpit and from the Ministry. 

Holding 8&Cl"ed. the memory of the fir1t religioua aenice following the 

cledioation of The Temple, namely, the Confirmation and the blessing of 

your children, it i• my desire to end my public ministry on next Confirmation, 

with the bleesing of the children. 

It has been the joy of my life to Nrve, �d I hope to be privileged 

to continue a life of u1eful 1ervice, as a layman in our community.and in 

the City of Cleve land. 

I rejoice that it has been my good fortune to participate in the life 

of The Temple and of Cleveland, during the epochal ,ears of their transformation. 

I rejoice 1n the new, progre11ise spirit of our com.unity, 1n it, 

deepened ,ooial enthuaia•, and in 1 ta firmer grasp ancl larger understanding 

of philanthropic and educational problem,. I rejoice in The Temple'• leaderehip 

and helpful oowoperation, in it• inepiring public eervioe as an organisation, 

/ an� through it• representative individu&le1 in it• moral force for the nobler

oivio life of Cleveland, and in it• inf luenoe for true rellgioue liberty, for 

pn.ulne liberaliD in religion, and for eincere fellow1h1p among un. 

'l'o the Of ficer1 and to the member• of The Temple1 may I eJ;Press my 

•hoere gratitude for 25 19ar1 of perfect truet and confidence, and for

twenty�five year, of earnest and 111.thusiastio co-operation... 



-a-

Ua.y The Tem.ple 1v1r continue th8 Exponer.

a •incere., prog"Hive and liberal Juclai• ... with the ble .. ing of God. -

{Signed) Ko••• J. Gries 

New Yeart I Eve 5677 

September 271 1916 
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