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Rabbi Gries Sunday
At The Temple Feb. 4, 1906.

-THE TRUTH ABOUT RUSSIA-

Americans should know the truth about Russia. GControversy is unpleas-
ant, but erroneous statements should not pass unchellenged. A recent interview
with one who has traveled in Russia and who has written coneerning Russia, and
who, by some, might be accepted as authority, attempts %o remove misconceptions
concerning Russia. The interview seems & defense of Russia &nd Russian policy,
a justification of Russian rule in Finland and Poland, makes sweeping condemna&-_
tion of the students, defends the Cossacks, and even finds excuses for Russia's
crimes against her Jews. Not & word about the other side of the shield, of Rus-
sian autocracy, the graad dukes and the bureeucrats, their infemous oppressions
and never ceusing corruption. I{ would have saemed more natural and in better
peart for an Aumerican to have spoken against the oppressor und for the oppressed.

T challenge the statements &s *they come:.

It is difficult to know the truth concerning the Czar, whether he be
despot and auiocrat or the tool of the bureaucrats, a weak creature trembling
for his life. The interview speaks of "the calmness and assurance of the ac-
tions of the Czar." "Nicholas is in much the position that Lincoln was during
the Civil War." The @ivil War was a time of strife end sirong passions, but
Awerice never knew Russia's high handed violation of justice. Kven William
Stead, friend and admirer of the GCzar, deems as necessary the four fundamental
liberties--the liberty of meeting, of press, of association aand ¢f person. Thes
Czar Nicholas is unworthy 4o be mentioned in the same breath with Abrahem Lin-
coln, Read Andrew White's indictment of the Czar, his charaeisristic indiffer-

ence to his peopls and their fate. Autocratic despot or weak creature, he en-

dorsed the policy of Pobiedonosteff, and Von Plehve was his trusted minister,



Karl Blind, the eminent Germ&n publicist, holds the Czar responsible. Czar
Nicholas, the noble, humane Czar, who not since Kishineff has expressed his ab-
horrence of the massacreas of the Jews nor his rebuke against the responsible
officials. And since the awful days of November +that witnessed the horrors of
Odessa and Xieff and some hundreds of towns and villages, the Czar has person-
ally received Neidhardt, the Governor of Odessa, worthy to be named "Butcher
Neidhardt," and has granted him favor and promotion. Imagine Lincoln silent,
a living witness to butcherv snd slaughter and inhumanity unparalleled.

"They talk about the treatment of Finland by Russia. In Poland, &s in
Finland, the whole disturbance is famented by a dissatisfied aristocracv. The
Polish people are loyal to the Czar." All Poland has been in a ferment. Thous-
ands of the people have parnded her streets with Polish flags and banners. This
in spite of the Pope's apneal to the Poles to keep the peace. Sienkiewicz,
honored by all Europe, the winner of the Nobel Prize, has spoken for justice for
his people. Russia has put Poland under martial law. Russia's promises and
guarantee of liberty to Poland have been faithlessly broken.

Finland nhas been robbed of her constitutional rights. Andrew D. White,
Ex-Minister to Russia and to Germany, one of our most distinguished diplomats,
one who knows Russia and Europe well, declares Russia's treatment of Finland to
be one of the greatest crimes of the century.

" Thus, the Russian people, too, are greatly misjudged. They are a most
merciful race. No person has been sentenced *¢ death in the courts for 250
years." Wa must read again George Kennen and the story of Siberian prisons to
discover the quality of Russian mercy. "And the Cossacks Aare lanient in their

treatment of the people. They used nc force until the revolutionists had thrown

- bombs among them." A recen* Claveland aditorial says, "Now the world knows the

Cossacks for what they are; inefficient, none toa courageous, they have proved



themselves t0 be ruffiens of the worst tvpe." The well-known Russian monthly
edited by the famous Stasulevich says, "Rifle voilavs wers poured into unarmed
citizens, among them women and children; plunder and pogrums under the protec-
tion and cover of the trogps. In no war have such ebuses of the military power
been witnessed as in the actions of our army, especially the Cossacks toward the
peaceful inhabitants of Russian Cities and villages." Unspeakable and most re-
volting have baen the inhuman outreges of the "merciful" Russians; not the kill-
ing of men, revolutionists fighting the Government, but the slaughter of inno-
cents =nd the wanton butchery of defenseless men and women, helpless old men,
end babes at their mothers' breasts.

"Everyhody hates the Jews," seys the interview. This is distinctly
not true, not even in Russia. The Russians are not overflowing with love for
the unfortunate Jews whori Russi& herds in her pale and by law makes pariah and
alien in their own fatherland. Students and workingmen have offered their lives
in defense of the Jew. The lLeague of Leagues passed & resolution demanding
equal rights for the Jews, and the Zemsivo Congress unanimously passed a resolu-
tion demanding the complete and immediate emancipation of the Jews and the pun-
ishment of the officials whose guilt in connection with the outrages had been
established. Russia's crimes against her Jews are not born of the hate of the
patient peasant and the ignorant Mushik, but born of the Government, of its
laws and their adminis+trators, of the police and %tns military, of the governors
and the governor-generals, of the Holy Procurator, Pobiedonosteff, of the Minis-
ter of the Interior, Von Plehve, and of the Czar Nicholas.

The interview continues, "They are disagreeable to ge? along with, and
while the people are not anxious to kill them, they resent it if anybody is ex-
ecuted for killing them." These mereiful Russians. Rather nameless and sheme-

less brutality than anvone punished for brutal crimed The Jews in Russia and

out of Russia ars not parfeet beings. They are human; they have faults like



other men. No possibles faults can be justification for the massacre of the
Jews of Russia. Jews had high standing in Odessa and in Kishineff. They en-
joyed the friendship, and in time of need, the protection of Christians, of
students and of revolutionists. If they are hated it is not beceuse of social
and economic, racial and religious, political and revolutionarv causes. They
have been infamously and ceasalessly slandered, and have no% baen protected by
the law and ths goverament. Jews, in spite of all their disadventages, have
played honorable part in Russia's upbuilding. They have been good subjectis;
they have been toilers and artisans, when possible; they have helped to develop
her resources, when permitted; they have risen to distinction in science and
medicine and art; they have been patriotic; they have fought and died for the
flag that would not protect them, Russi&'s children.

And then most remarkable statement of all, the interview says, "The
revolutionists take advantage of this. They set some people on %0 raid thenm,
then the Cossacks interfere and fire into the mob, and revolutionary cepital
is made of the slaughter." An explanation of the messacre truly eriginal and
naive, ridiculous and felse, I believe. The Cossacks fire into the mob who &at+
tack tnhe Jews? 'Tis false. They protected the Hoeligans in their plunder and
outrage and murder. They killed the Jews who tried to defend theamselves. The
revolutionists start the anti-Jewish riots? The Government and Count Witte ¢
charge the Jews with being the leaders and inciters of the revolution. Revolu-
tionists and Jews fought side by side for human rights and human liberty.

The literaryv Digest, in a compilatiOn of Furopesn press opinions,
says, "Practically all ere agreed &s to the complicity of the officials. Per-

haps ths massacres were not ordered by St. Petersburg, but the local governars

2 and the police knew when and where they were to take place." Thg London Times

speaks of "the atrocities &% the instigation of a desperate officialdom."



Ignatieff began the policy of anti-lJewish riots in 1881. The Jew was made the
victim of the agents of autocracy. Krusheven, the one man most directly re;
sponsible for Kishineff, is still unpunished and his slanders are published
uncensored. The crime of Kishineff was brought home to the very threshold of
Von Plehve. Who was the real author of Russia's crimes of 1905?

The attacks upon the Jews are not the work of the revolutionists.

They are the counter revolution of the buresucrats to prove that the constitu-
tion and the new liberties are not favored by the people. The Huliganis and the
Black Hundred, the loyalists and the patriots are their instruments. Riots and
disorder after the grenting of the constitution were to be the justification for
a reactionary policy.

The Jewish massacres were not spont@neous; they were organized. The
onslaughts and massacres took place in three hundred towns and villages on the
same day and almost &t the seme hour. The police did not interfere, the offi-
cials helped, the authorities offered no protection. Soldiers and Cossacks were
a*t hand. Thev joined with the Huliganis in pillage and plunder and in unspeek-
able brutnlity. Dr. Dillon, the London Russian correspondent, aceording to the
Review of Reviaws, one of the best informed men concerning Russia, and who repre-
sented his Journal at the Portsmouth Peace Conference, seaid in & public dispatch
that he had documentary evidence to prove that the massacre was organized.

I have no cause to love the Czar and none to love Russia. The Czars
and Russia have heen guilty of too many crimes &gAinst the Jews, &gainst huuen
right end husan liberty. MNaver in all tne history of the world h&s there been
more inhuman savagery. To the recent lLondon Protest Meeting Belfour wrote with
reference to Russia: "The treatuent of the Jews is the darkest blot on the his-

tory of Christendom." And Chemberlain said: "It is an indelible disgrace upon



-t

-

our Christian civilization."
Other nations may seek friendship with Russie.. France may ba bound

to Russia by an unholy a&alliance--an unnatural relsationship cdictated by politicel
necessity. Mrancs may yet rue the day. America desires friendlv relsationship
with &ll; it would have entengling slliance with none. But no politicgl necessi-
ty binds us %o Russia. The people of America heve no real svmpathy with the
rulers and the ruling policies of Russia. HRussia stands for autocracy; Americe
for democracy. Russis for tyranny; America for justice. Russia for despotic

powser; Aumerice for the rights and libverties of men.





