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Rabbi Moses J. Gries 
'.rhe Temple, Cleveland. 

February 26th, 1911. 

��� 
THE SERVICE OF SYNAGOGUE AND CHURCH TO THE WORLD. 

"They are slaves who dare not be 
In the right with two or threte•� 

James Russell Lowell 

I rejoice to fellowship and worship with any God believer. I am JlOt 

affrighted by the charge and cry of •assimilation" ... new� yet defined. The 

Jew is the historic apostle of the right of conscience. These centuries he has 

suffered for the right to bo Jew, and as Jn, to be recognised as brother to bis 

fellowmen. Jew and Christian may meet without compromiee and without the least 

surrender, b\lt with mutual re■pect for the life and faith and tnth of both. 

The wonderful Parliament of Relieiona, aimost a score of years aio, so1imclod 

the tru.e keynote, el!Pressins an ideal, fundamentally J•o/J.&.}
h• acknowledpent

of the Fatherllood of God and of the brothemood of man. "r;.7,ff,hodox Rabbi of 

New York City then spoke of tha "UniToraal brotherhood, prayed for by �e Catholic, 

by Protestant, by Hebrew and by all men11• a.me believe in praying for, I believe 

in working for, the reco&nition of the one God ·and of Jluman brothomoo�. 

The warning is spoken .. ye are not ready for fraternal fellowship, because 

co--religionists still suffer hate and persecution and oppression. !he whole world 

cannot nit for the enliib,terment of ■CIJl.i-oiTilised Russia. All th6 more sho.uld we 

welcome fellowship in a land where the Jn lin• oder the fl&& of freedom. 

I believe iu the Messianic ideals of Israel. Our Messianic hopes should h 

more than a fervent prayer or a glorini peroration; !hey are to become reality. 

They are the destined iOal, toward which we are ever on the march. 

Eagerly we hav•._looked forward to the twentt•th oent•ry for a realisation of 

the dr•mn of the nineteenth .... haan brotherhood, and for the flllfillment of the 

philosophical ideal of the eighteenth� liberty, frat•rnity and equality. Bllt the 

twentieth eentury is witness to the reviT&l.1 of medi.m hate and to the •�tbur1t of 
, 

inhwnan aavagory in countries falsely ealled riTilised. 
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Israel in Rl.issia lies bruiaed and broken and 'bleeding udor the heel of the 

persecutor. No h� arm is outatr•t�ed to s&Te. Aad the 11"eat nation• of the 

civilised world, (is it to their honor?) speak word.a ef diploma.tie oovtesr to 

Bas1ia, tho lnf1111.ou, pilty of words and thoughts and deeds, which wlll.d have di,..., 

graced the brutal barbarian in an ago of 1an&ery. 

J.nd America i1 vied to bar the highay to esoape and to ahllt tho i&te to 

froedan. Will America thus inten1if7 the eru.elty ef the Russian eppressor? Are 
. 

.. 

we, the United States and EJl&land and ll'rance and Germany, alto&•ther piltless, if 

Russia crushes her impoTerished millions? •Ci'ri.litation tannot escape the penalty 

for tho deeds that cin.li1ation has permitted•. .And the rm,.edy? Let the demand 

for justice trumpet throughout ••traaed Ohriatendom. Sllmnon Ruasia before th• 

high trib\lnal of the nation• ... before the p11bli1 jll4pent of th• ciTili1ed "WOrld. 

lo'llld 7ou solve tho pnbltm of Jewish iDli:iarationt Oempel Rllasia to abol111h 

tho "Pale of Settlement• and to iiTe to her on pHpl.e, •the r1ibt t• lite, liberty 

and the p11rsuit of happiness.• Our social probl.• does not originate in the last 

Side tenements, with their teaaing thouaanda. It• true source ia far ac�•• tho 

Atlantic, on the Continent of Ev.rope, in the heart of the •imsh Pal•• '"' in tho 

Rwssian Doaa .... in the Tery Palate of the 01ar. Oa:n Jmeriea ... '\ho libert7'"'1odn& 

cl•••l"UJ, be friend and ally te Ru• ia, tho libortJt-4.••trorini clt1peti11m? 

Wn York Oity faces the mo.at cliffiC\llt 1ocial pr•bl• in Amorioa .. the probl.tm 

of h'llm&n life1 innlTing th• happiues■ of aillien1.. Needed therefore are the uited 

moral •n•ra and moral enthuiaa and moral ••vaa• of all wh• are morally ia earne1t _,. 
�, w:h4 'bJ the hUi•r of h,... heart•, •*il:s:nd 'bJ tho aommon need of a oomnen h11111Anity. 

The city speaks a chall•q• to all aoldien for tho goo41 to ar.l.ae in their ai&b.t in

ord.er to de1troy th• amed and en.tronohed ho1ta of ffil. 

!he whole life •! man, ef the city and the natien are within the prodnce of 

J the Church and Synago� !he supreme bllsin•as of the twoniieth eontury Church and 

Ii Synagog,&e is not tho 1aTing ef soul1, but tho lalY&tion of sooiety • 

j 

.tm•rica needs a new birth of moral ideal.JI and the awakening of conscience ... 

iJMU.tidual, corporate, national. and international. °'1rs the duty to arouse tho oon-
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science otmon and of tho natien to the sins of thia i•n•ration ""'the Utentiouaneas
• of tho rich 

1
and the rt••• ef th• poor ... immoralitiH, uri&hteounes■, im.q11.ities. 

a 
. 

unrebakod � the depclation and the P•rTersion of the ilori•u endo1111ents of tho race.
In this moral tri■is, 1n>lll4'be "l•adon� are inauteat �vpn eonfomity rather

than •.Pon consclenco; and aeem to T&l.ue oerco111 and ritul aore than oondu.ct and
-roligiousness, and woul.4 substitute awmnery for the mighty moral l&w.lf .America need11
a now proclamation of tho old prophecy.. fh• Jn ■tilJ. boJ.i•T .. 1n -m• 0C11U.q lunpa 
of God ... call hhu dreamer and Tisionarr- He i■ •••r and prophet.- J:inpca of God, not 
in tho world to oam9i. b•t tho rale �f Qed IIIUDi men aad in tho life ef tho nations, 

whon IJ11Stioe shall roll en like water &nd riihteoune�s like a miiht7 1tr••"• 

!he moral leadership •f tho 11&ti n beloap 11.ei ther to state111.en, however 

patriotic; ur to tho press, howeTer powerf-.1 a.nd inoorraptibl•• !he Brn&iopo and 

tho Churoh hold the historio appointment to 11n11elfish hlllDAn 1ervico. 

'rho trueat ■erv"ico to God i• in aomoe to God1s ehildren. llon and women 

'l should not be aero 1ociety•s devotees, bllt •enante to society
,.

in •em•• to aocietJ 

f to wse their rich endowments, net olll.y of wealth, b•t ef heart and of intellect and of 
/ soul. 

I believe that pod hu power to trilllph tftr evil.; that j\Lstice will be • ._ 

throned over injustice; but evs the duty to arewse and inspire and orp.nia• the good 

and the intellii•nt and the honest and tho patrioti• in the oi ty and in the nation. 

We must lead and direct the miibtJ forces for hllll&n 11pliftment, if ripteouane:.Ja and 

j ustico and peace shall eTer bo established in the world. 

The ancient Hebrn ••t the whole world d.Nlllliq of Messiah and the Moasianio 

days to come. The aapificont world ideal• of righteowiness and ju.stie• and peace 

--4 Messiah aro tho original. eontributiell ef _tho Hebrew. His ethital interpretation 

of life and the llniTer■e, his enrlaatin& ethiea.1. aphuis are hil nebleat di•tineticm 
. 

t « 

� 
• 

in h'IIIWl hiatory. 'rh..e Jew treaaured •::::;t-tiav. faith, hope •Prini• eternal in the

Jewish bnuti that tile prophetit idNl.O
K

ind hlfillmont
1
and fr .. dom and justice 

wov.ld bless mankind. · .
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!ho llill ennia hu ••t yet OCD.e. !ho MeHiani• time ia 11,t near at hand. 

4A Juti • is •al t•dt b•t iajutice i• enthron�d. LoTe is preached, b•t hate i•

pruticecl. 'l'lie· ilorifiRtion ef the Geldea Bale fiJtda 4ebueent ucler the ral.e 

of pld. !he ilad tidinis ef peaoe and pod.will are drened 4 the •l•or

... 

of "fiolenoe and of war. : Are �he ailliena •f the world happy • eaj•Jini tho bl.essinp

of contentment and peaae? Hear their er, of afflittion m:uler the b'llr4en of aocial. 

wron;,, and their rebellious &rm.urinp beneath the nad of pelitical tyranny. !ho 

h111a&n raae i• not yet fr••• 

Mankind. need• the oonaecrate4 ••Mi•• and tho iupir.lJl& leadership of the 

Synag;oi'lo and Chareh. !he world.•• areat monmonte are moral aovements ,_ tho atrt&gl• 

for h111JULU happines• apinat the 1ooial iajutic, which •ruhes tho bodJ and the spirit 

· of moa and ftDlen aud ehild.r••'"' tho con1enation •I JI...., life apinat 'bleod7 war 

and d•tNctiTe disease. I know that injutice and iniq'llity lower like blaok cleuda, 

bllt rn•nld.ud i• writi?li •J•stice• in flamina fire acres■ the darlceaed •kJ• I kuw 

that the men and woau,n of our i•neratiea do :Aot lnLra with moral passion, nor iJ.ow 

with moral enthusiama, bw.t the wo�4 i• at it1 beat
1
when wider the leadenhip of

moral ideal•• lon.(brflll tho power potential in man, for nobl• achienraent and for 

gloriou aervico to the world. 
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