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Rabbi Moses J. Gries
The Temple, Cleveland.

February 26th, 1911.
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THE SERVICE OF SYNAGOGUE AND CHURCH TO TEE WORLD.

"They are slaves who dare not be
In the right with two er three".
James Russell Lowell

I rejoice to fellowship and worship with any God believer. I am mot
affrighted by the charge and cry of "assimilation" — never yet defined. The
Jew 13 the historic apostle of the right of conscience. These centuries he has
suffered for the right to be Jew, and as Jew, to be recognised as brother to his
fellowmen. Jew and Christian may meet without compremise and without the least
surrender, but with mutual respect for the life and faith and truth of beth.

The wonderful Parliament of Religions, aldmost a score of years ago, sounded
the true keynote, expressing an ideal, fundamentally J h y- the acknowledgment
of the Fatherhood of God and of the brotherhood of man. 4Ap Ofthodox Rabdi of
New York City then spoke of the "Universal bretherhood, prayed for by b(e Catholic,
by Protestant, by Hebrew and by all men". Seme believe in pra.ying. for, I believe
in working for, the recognition eof the one God and of Human bretherhood.

The varning is spoken ~ we are not ready -for fraternal fellewship, because
co-religionists still suffer hate and persecution and oppression. The whele world
cannot wait for the enlighterment of semi-¢ivilised Russia. All the more should we
welcome fellowship in a land where the Jew lives under the flag of freedom.

I believe in the Melsianic ideals of Israel. Our Messianic hopes should Wwe
more than a fervent prayer er a glowing pereration. They are to become reality.
They are the destined goal, toward which we are ever en the march.

Eagerly we have looked forward to the twentieth century for a realisation of
the dream of the nineteenth - hwman brotherhood, and for the fwlfillment of the
philouophieai ideal of the eighteenth - liberty, fraternity and equality. But the

twentieth eentury is witness to the revivals of medieval hate and to the eutburst of

inhuman savagery in eountries falsely ealled sivilised.
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Israel in Russia lies bruised and broken and bleeding wnder the heel of the
persecutor. No human arm is outstretched to save. 4nd the great nations of the
civilized world, (il. it to their honor?) speak words ef diplomatie courtesy te
Bussia, the Lfamous, guilty of words and thoughts and deeds, which weuld have dis-
graced the brutal barbarian in an age of savagery.

Adnd Aperica is urged to bar the highway to escape and to shut the gate to
freedom. Will Aunerica thus intensify the cruelty ef the Russian eppressor? Are
we, the Unitu-l States and England and France and Germany, altogether guiltless, if
Russia crushes her impoverished millions? ¥Civilisation eannet escape the penalty
for the deeds that civilisation has permitted¥, And the remedy? Let the demand
for justice trumpet throughout eutreged Christendom. Suwmmen Russia before the .
high tribunal of the nations - befere the publis judgment of the civilized world.

Would you solve the problem of Jewish immigration?! Cempel Russia te abolish
the "Pale of Settlement™ anda te give to her ewn people, "the right te life, liberty
and the pursuit of happiness. Our social preblem does not ?r:lz:lnato in the East
Side tenements, with their teeming theusands. Its true seurce is far acress the
Atlantic, en the Centinent of Europe, in the heart of the "Jewish Pale" = in the
Russian Douma =~ in the very Palase of the Csar. OCan Ameriea = the liberty-loving
democrasy, be friend and ally te Russia, the liberty-destroying despetism?

New York City faces the most diffieult social preblen in America ~ the preblem
of human life, invelving the happiness of millienss Needed therefore are the wnited
moral energy and moral enthwsiasm and meral ceurage of all whe are moreully in earnest =
united by the hunger of hwman hearts, %ﬁd by the common need of a cemmen humanity.
The city speaks a challenge to all soldiers fer the good, te arise in their might in
order te destroy the amed and eatrenched hests eof evil.

The whole life of man, ef the city and the natiea are within the prevince of
the Church and Synagogusi The supreme business of the twentieth eentury Church and
Synagogue is not the saving ef souls, but the salvation of society,

America needs a new birth of meral ideals and the awakening ef conscience -

indiwidual, corporate, national and international, Oure the duty tc arouse the con-
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sclence of men and of the natien to the sins of this goneration =~ the lisentiousness
of the rieh Icnd the vliees ef the poor ~ irmeralities, unrighteousness, iniquities
unrebuked 9 ‘the degradation and the perversion of the glorieus endowments ef the race.

In this moral erisis, wouldbe “leaders" are insistent :wpen eonformity rather
than upon conscience, and seem to value ceremony and ritual more than cenduwuct and
roligiousness, and would substitute mmmery for the aighty moral hw.—IP dmerica needs
& now proclamation of the old prophecy. The Jew stilil believes in the ceming Kangdem
of God « call him dreamer and visionary.- He is seer and prophete= Kingdom of God, not
in the world to coms, but the rule of Ged mmeng men amd in the life ef the nations,
when *Justice shall rell en like water and righteousness like a mighty stream",

The moral leadership ef the natien belongs neither te statesmen, however
patriotic; ner to the press, hewever pewerful and incorruptible. The Synagogue and
the Church held the historic appeintment te unselfish human service.

The truest service to God is in servigce to Ged's children. Men and women
should not be mers society's devotees, but servants to seciety,. in servise to society
to use their rieh endowments, net only of wealth, but ef heart and of intellect and of
soul.

I believe that goed has power te triwmph ever evil; that justice will be en~
throned ever injustice; but eurs the duty to arouse and inspire and organize the good
and the intelligent and the honest and the patrietie in the eity and in the nation.
Wo must lead ﬁd direct the mighty forces for human upliftment, if righteousness and
justice and peace shall ever be established in the world.

The ancient Hebrew eet the whole world dreaming of Messiah and the Messianie
days to come., The magaifieent world ideals of righteousness and justiee and peace
end Mossiah are ihe original eontributien ef the Hebrew. His ethisal interpretation

of 1ife and the universe, his everlasting ethicul emphasis are his neblest distinetian
I «
in human history, The Jew treasured & neverdying faith, hope springs eternal in the

Jewish breast, that the prophetis ideals N:lml Iulfillmont/lnd freedom and justice

would bless mankind.
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The Millennium has net yet come. The Messianie time is net near at hand,

% Justico is exalted, but injustice is enthroned. Love is preached, but hate is
prasticed. The glerifieation ef the Gelden Rule finds debasement wunder the rule

of gold. The glad tidings ef peace and geodwill are drewned Maﬁ the elamor

of vielence and of war. 4re the milliens ef the world happy - enjeying the blessings
of contentment and pease? Hear their cory eof afflietion under the burden ef social
wrongs, and their rebellieus amrmurings beneath the red of pelitical tyranny. The
hunan race is not yet free.

Mankind needs the consecrated servise and the imspiring leadership ef the
Synagogue and Church. The world!s great movements are moral mevements ~ the struggle
for human happiness against the soocial injustice which erushes the bedy and the spirit

- of men and women &nd childrea = the censervation of hwman life against bleody war
and destructive disease. I Imew that injustice and iniquity lewer like black cleuds,
but mankind is writing "Justice® in flaming fire acress the darkened sky, I kanew
that the men and womon ef our generatien de net bura with meral passien, ner glew
with moral enthusiamm, but the world is at its bolt/whon under the leadership of
moral ideals. TWonderfwl the power petential in man, fer neble a&chievement and fer

glerious service te the world.





