
 

 3101 Clifton Ave, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
 513.487.3000 

AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 

MS-53: Moses J. Gries Papers, 1850-1934 (bulk 1890-1930). 
Series D:  Sermons and Addresses, 1893-1917, undated. 

 

 

 
 

 
Box     Folder   Item 
  4                8             19 

 
 

“The Place of the Jew in the Modern World,” 1911 September 21. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information on this collection, please see the finding aid on the  
American Jewish Archives website. 

 

 



' • 41,,. 

Rabbi Ko■ea J:-Gries, 
!he !ample.

Hew Y•r•■ l'le • ., 
Sept •ber 11, 1911. 

The Place of the Jn in the Modern Wor ld. 

We celebrate tonight the beginni� o f  the year 

56"2, counting according to the Bible chronology. 

It ia ■ignifioant that our Jni■h In Year 4atea, 

not from the birth of the founder of a religion, 

nor from any went in the life of a proph.t of a n• 

faith, nor U lt a■■ ociated with the builder of an 

empi re, or  the ruler of a n• 4yna■ty. It elate■ froa 

the day of the cr•tion of the wor ld, and thereby 

betokem it■ uniYer■al alaraater . 

Would that I ooul.4 ate you, ■on■ and daughter ■ 

• 
of Ierael, fully couoiou of the hi■torio reapoui­

'bilit y which re■ta upon Jna: in our 4ay - conaoio11■ 

of the place of the Jn in the modern world. 

You are the de■cen4ant■ of a hi■to ric people. 

lo ari■tocraoy oan claia a purer lineage. !here 

1a no family group among all the peoples, who•• 

history giYea re cord of more glorious aahlwement. 

!he glory of the •tion I■rael, 11114 the note­

worthy aohinement■ of the Hebrew raoe are not th e 
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• striking peraonalitiea - born of Jewish ancestry blt

perha.p1 not Jewish i n  loyalty - who b&N Jade a lll!Ule

and won fa1lle in the world of politic, and lettera and

1111aio and art and dl"UI& an4 ■cienoe. Our r-.J. glory,

our tl"1nt di■tinction, are that the Jn, an hiatorie

peraonal.ity, ha■ been the teacher ancl the iupirer

of natiou. Hi■ gift to the worl4 - the Bible - ia

the spiritual tnuury of -.ntim. Bia proplwts

taught ti. wor14 the finest ccmaaption of llo4 ln4 the

noblest intarpNtation of an.

We of !he !1111ple are repre■antatiTe of Libenl. 

.rua1-. •• llol4 4in1Dctiye prinaipl••• 'If do not 

laaant the fall o.f J114ai■II. • a 4o not praJ tor tit 

• re�toration of one hQl.y temple. We clo not eqeot

the coming of ou pe1"11oml. K•••iah.

We prot a■t by word and by lit• agaiut ner, 

interpretation of Ju�am which would 1•4 the modern 

Jn buk to Oriantali• and the ghetto. !here &!'Cl) 

nobler diatinotiona between the Jn and the non-Jn. 

We do not glorify the Hnbr• race. Wi anticipate 

no supr .. 01 of the aation I1rael. J.a repruenta­

tiT• of a religion, we beline the Jn bears a message, 
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• a truth and a life to the worl4.

Liberal Judd.SIi affirma the belief in one 

Go4 and 4enies the •terial.i■tio interpretation 

ot the 'IIDiTeNe. It aff1na that aen and lite 

are diTin.e in origin an4 did.ne in their 4Ntiny, 

and 4eniN the •terlali■tio an4 agao■tio interpr► 

tation ot -.n and hi• eld.neno•• Jlan 1■ not lib 

the beast of the field. Be i■ fa■hioned in the 

1-ge of CJo4, with clidM illplaN u4 with go4Uke 

upiatiou. Liberal Jud.aiaa ii di■tiJlotin froa 

Ohri•U.anitJ. It 4o•• aot aoo-,t the interpNtation 

of ou lit• 41Tiu, ou pert en lif 1, bat 'blliw•• 

that ta UTine eltlllllt aD4 tlw 41Tiu apark flalll 

• in enry !Iman 'bNUt.

We proolaia tl'N4oa ot oouoienoe - tiw right 

to wor■hip Clod aaoordiDg to the proaptizlg■ of the 

•01ll - thl right to 'bl Jff in the faoe of the whole

worl.4. Ollr Li'bel"lll Juda1111 is 'beet and ao■t tl"lll.7 

ezpre•••4, not in fonu and oeremoniee of wor■h:1.p, 

but in life. It i■ reyealed in individual oharaoter, 

in righteou■ en4eaTor and in eooial Nepoui'bUity, 

the Ncognition of obligation to mn u brother. 
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Ia a twentieth oentury wor14, bnating with 

ancient tradition an4 e■tabli■hK a11thorit7, the 

J• nand■ u the hi■torlo repre■entatiye of •1"111 

:lcleal■ and moral tl"llth u4 the aoral law. Let h1a 

proclaia the IIOral law, the moral prinoiplN, 1111111 

and propmo:l• wbioh are the 21191 of our faith -a 

3en1 puft, flawl••• IUl4 vaHwe4 la lutn thro91h 

all the eeatvlN. 11-7 an ti. N1aae of a real 

worlcl religien. 

!he Jn· ■till proolaSa the one Go4 14• - ti.

1111gnift.oe11t ooae.,tin of 1Ud.t7 wbioh-■ u■tn79cl 

au 14alatry 11114 u &NtroJi,ng ••rr tona of pol,-

J
heia. We bellw• in OM Goel an4 in - lmeemty. 

Goel• IIOt u an infinite abltraotion, 1lat the J••r 

that llllketh for righteoune■1, whioh Ntuinth of 

man 3utia an4 Mroy. 

!he ■GIil of the Jniah raoe, u lugwill bu

•ll:Pre■le4 :lt, JNl"IIII for a righteou ■ooial. ofter

an4 an 111.tiaate uif:loation of •nkin4. 

Tou 'belo11g to I■rul, the people of religion, 

who1• proph.ta were ■sen of Goel, who•• life an4 
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hiatory haw• been iallp1"4 by faith in ON, whoa• 

gnatld glor, 18 that it 1lfte4 the wol'l.4 om of 

14olatr, an4 194 to the wrahip of thl _. God. 

Be not religionlN1. Be J- nrthy of 10 

glol'iou a Jdator, - wrt!IJ to H ti. lalin to tlll 

■piritul , ... .,,, wbiab Jmae oballp4 \lie ot:rill-­

tia of wnJdn4, u4 whioh 1H.U tOllia&u ta thnght 

an4 t.u,t.n the iaaginatloa of t!le ldghen IIIOIII •n. 




