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Rabbi Gries, THE OUT-REACHING SYNAGOGUE. October 27,1907. 

.• ,.. Tra Temple• Cleveland ,o.

:'1 
we have 

I believe in the Free Synagogue. What you call the Free Synagogue

been calling the Open Temple. Our motto has been •niy Ga tea Shall Stand

Open Continually.• After thirteen year• of actual experience, we believe all

the moro firmly in the Open Temple idea. The Temple should be open for worehip.

w-, ·d... J. i dIta gatee ahould stand� open. Every one should be welcome to worah P, an 

at all times _ member• and non-member•, Jew• and non-Jew,, the rich and the poor. 

There is vast room for the Free Synagogue movement in New York City. Thousands, 

ye• tens and tens of thonsande of Jews, are untempled and unsynagogued. 

We tJelieve in the Open Sabbath School - open to all for religious 

instruction. Our principle and our policy are directly oppoHd to the prevailing 

rule and practice pf Jewish congregation•, viz: that member■ children only are 

accepted and all other• are not welcome and euroly are not ■ought. Who know• how 

man! ten1 and ten• of thousand• of Jewish children are without religioua instruc­

tion in New York Oity. The Open Sabbath School policy haa created in Cleveland, 

relatively a ■mall Jewiah community, the largeat Jewish Sabbath School in any 

congregation in this country, and perhapa world, with an enrollment laat 

year Of more than eight hundred &hildren. Study tha report of Jewi■h popula­

tion of Congregation■ and Sabbath SeJool■ in the current Jowiah Year Book and 

diacover how few children are in Sabbath School and how .many thousand■ remain on 

the outside• How few are member• of Congregation• and how many thou•andt belong 

to tho unaffiliated, the hoat of the untempled. The childreb are eager enough and 

will come, if they and their parent• know they are welcome. How can we expect our 

children to be informed with the Jewish •pirit, to be Jewillh in feeling and 

in life, if we shut them out �d they remain untaught. Saall wonder the men 

and tho women and the children continue unaffiliated and remain out aide of the 

TelJlple• and 6ynagogu••• We in our blin�eas and with our policy of the cloHd 

in•tead of the open door, are mainly ro1pouibJ... 

We must awaken th e �ongregation and all other organization• which 

•hould co-operate• We shotild offer religiou■ education to every Jewish child.

We should change the policy of our T1mplea and our Synagogue• so that all will ho 



l.;
welcome to worship at. ttll timta, rar rather the open than tho clo11d Tempie.

j The ToJJ:ipl• ahoald not b& a monumtn.tal Mausoleum,, but the living T•mplJ • e•nter ot
life arid light and powor. 

Tho Preeident of the10 lhited stat•• hae bt'oomo a pNaober of  

righteou1no11. Like ancient Prophet, ho preaohu on tho highway• a nd in the byway•, 

and 1tanding ln the olty gate,. Clear and strong ta hi• cademnation of \Ull":lghteou•­

nea•� 'Suoc11aft1l di1hono1t:,• 1hall not. ••capo punishment. The great ntwapapar1, 

1.nd$pondent and foari.ea, are 1pealdng w1rd.l> whoeo mtanlftg ie not to bt  miatak•i'h

They are cre��ing a public Qpinion and awakening a now ocn1•oitnc• that shall 

have poY1er to save merioa. 

Loaderth1p in moral reform belong• not to 1tate1tntn, nor )'•t to 

the preaa, but of rie;ht bolon.g• to the ohuroh. The church b the hiatorio organisa­

tion• entrusted with tho moral leaderahip of manldnd. Tho Ohuroh it too eilent t

too pntdent, too p0litt • too d1plomatio in the prt11noe of wrong. It should 

IJI mb.ke no oompromi#t with wrong. It ahould riot,·.honor the wrong doers•. Tho Synagogue 

dare 1'10t be tllent. With prophetic spirit it •hould rebnk• "e1.1ocoaeful diehontaty•, 

the llcentiou1ntu•• and imnoralitJ of the riob• the corruption of idlert and the 

vb1u and od.JlO• or the poor, dagrad.ing and brutalizing mM. Tho voico of tho 

church ehall awak•n the ooneoi.-no• of the individual e.nd tho ms.tioti. Proclaim 

to the nati«:la the -Thou Sbal.ts• and the 'Thou Shalt Not•• of old. Z..t the gr-eat 

comandmont• thunder and illumine and btltin with the lightning f la•b th6 •in• and the 

vicee and the orimae, tha unrightoouoneH and 1 ho immoralities of our age and ner-

ation. 

the nn;eal for jt11tico and for righteoueneas rinra through Jfobrew 

litoratul'1!). Tho mor 1 law and tho moral 1de"t cf mnkind havo come not out of

Greece and Rome, nor yet out of Egypt and Babylon, but 011t of Judea, Mankind'• 

passion for purity and 1&al tor holine a• the thirst tot God, the hunr-er for right-

--+ oousneea, the hopo for juatioe are born of Iarul, 

Pundamental to tho Free Synagogue t'Uld to tho aocial movort�nt is the 

never-doubting faith 1n world b&tterment. It i� tho Jewiah ue,1ianio P�"10phOf'/ 



• 

• and hope. Neve.r in nll h.iatory had the wodd more net.ad to lr1e1on again the glow­

ing hope• and the inspiring idoalt or th$ seer.s nd prophotn ot lorael. Tbii, age 

of doubt• and donialt and deapdr • wi ,h 1te t�ar ner;atione, •1 don't kn&••• 

• 

I don •t bellevo • and •I don't care• noed• the poeitlva aUirmation• of a living 

JudUat1. t,et _the Jew epeA.k hie meuaap. He• historically, is the world'• otbical 
. 

toachor. He aocented the •thioal empha.eil in th!, mbd1 an d  hearts of mtui. Stand 

etoa.d.faet for righteouan••• and o.gainot unrightaousnoet. Redeem l$1lk1nd from every 

enslavement and eetabliah human f;re.,do•• J),.etroy inj oetloo and make sure the 
t 

I foundation• of juatioo. None better than the Jew k.noq the 'tnjuaticea of every 
; .;.,i� 

aee ar,d land. Let ll'Ot tho Synagogue be nv.rrow. Fight not. only the injust:icea 

against tha Jew, bnt fight av�ry injuetiff, t.o end m�n•• i�httmanity to man. Herald 

the triumph of juGtieo on earth. It is Kingdom of Heaven. It h prttpheoy ot Moasiah 

and the fulfillment of Messianic h,opo to mankind. 

The churoh and the Sytulgogae� 11!.t t taee the problom. of aooiety and 

oJ the individuals who togothor make acoitty. R$ligion hae 1:0 do with all o.r the 

problems of life. In the Churoh and tho Synagogue, ht there be born tho copeoienco, 

the on.thu•ium, the w1adom and the power for htu1JM betterment • Here must bo 

loadorehip in tho Ugbt for tM good and against the evil, in the age-long battle 

or rightoou•neaa aP.'&innt 1UJrighteoaanee1. 'l'he Syna.gogQO • tho Temple and the Ohuroh 
the 

should beKiv1nn and �,h-, aoeial. oonter, th sender of pcrnr and of light t.o the 

hO?OGI • ennobline tho home Md ex.al tine the !amily .. the inspirer of Uh and 

-

living• th moral foroe, r d uplifting th who race • 




