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Re.bbi Moses J. Gries I ,o uis ville , Ky. 
Sept. 9, 1906. 

THE .MESSAGE 014, JUDAISM 

Every temple is a livinr, wi +,ness before the world - a visible witness of tho 

e.ltars, temples and synagogues of Israel throughout e.11 the ages.

A thous e.nd years stood +.he gloricus temples of Solomon, Ezra, N ehemieh and 

Herod. Two thousend years, throuchon-+, the world, ha ve stood onr humble synagogues. 

This ter!lple is a living witness to e. spiritual, Pnd not & mater:i.tl, Israel -

sn e ternel witness -+,o Israel 's spiri tuel purpose end sp:'-d tnAl power.

Physically, the Jew hRs boen overwhelmed; spirHut'l.lly, hA is td.umphnnt. 

The world lMtents the weakness of church enrl of tenrle - that, relie;ion ha.s lost 

power !Ind influence. Church !'tnd temple have not boen pref!.ching Md teMh:i.ng the 

vite.l truths r.oncerning God find mt.n r,nd lifa. 

Has Judaism rmy vi tftl message to the twent:i.eth century Bnd to Americaf Judaism 

proclflims God end no� tha .e<>ds. It 9:1notmcao God 1:.he One, when the Pantheon wns 

filled with gods. .rude.ism effirms nni ty, protests aga.i.nst duality rmrl tr5.ni ty. 

Judaism affirms the.t man is of d:i.vine origm enc appointed to a divine destiny. 

It proclaims the inborn nobility of man. MM is noble, not ignoble. M,:m has 

not fallen, bnt risen, "nd i� ever !tdvftncing. 

Juda.tam emphasizes life, not death. Distinctive �nrl ell importent is our 

Jewfah interprete.t:i.on of life. Life is not chEtnce, but pnrpose; not burden, but 

privilegei not curse, bnt blessing"'; Life is not, diseppoin-lJnent, but appointment. 

The Jew proclaims and still proclaims 11Messi!'lh" unto the world. Twenty•Hve 

hundred !fears ago, the prophets announced the Messiah w:i.ll come. 'J'hey herAlded 

a dawn of pee.Qe in an age of war. Ever, Pmid the misery of mankind, Jewish teach­

ers darod tv hope ,nd tc believe \n tho oomine or the Messi,nio time,

Judaism 'teaches tha unity of God, end therefore, necessarily, the nnHy of 

mankind, - no narrow idea of human bro.therhood, no exclusive doc+,rine of hnmim 

salvation. 
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In the face of tyrMny trfomphmut, wo believe in the establishment of 

justice. In the face of the vice and crime of the ages, still manifest in 

our civilization, we believe r-iehteousness will rnle. In the fflce of Rnssia's

cruelty, end the world's inhumEU'li ty to men, the Jew believes that God is one, 

end that mankind must be one. 
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