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7 it - THE JEVISH REFORLATION -
The one MM'.ynn past have wrought upon the faee of Judaism more
change than all the previous uatu.iu. It has been a eentury of wonderful world
‘history. Remarkable has been the development in the thought and culture-life of
the nations. A transformation has come in the life of the Jew, and in Judaism his
religion, in the interpretation of its thought and im its presentation to the world.
The one hundred years past hlﬂ bosn the most revolutionary in the history of Jewish
life and in the development 'n-!’lr:mh thought and Jewish worship since the destruetion
of the Temple and since Inuf;s dispersion among thoi.fa{nem. ’
, ¥o commemorate tho sposh-making endeavor of Brave pionoers, tho historic work
of the valiant spirits vhe m the courage to face the facts and to ank and to epply
the remedy. They demanded that Judaism must harmonise with life and with practice.
They dared to save the spirit of the law, oven though the letter perish,
i,and_tho faturo of roligion for the Jowars

P

3 .L}uow.i;i reimieys®

upont the refors movement, I know it is p

s

oclaimod that "tlm-ovuro' now im:lu in
Jarael, and that the reaetion is at hand, Loudly is heralded "the weakening of Reform
and the stremgthening of Orthodoxy® - Orthedoxy said to be tho dominant influence in
Aneriesn Israel, Thoy seo whut they desirs to ses, It is not manifest in Jewish kifs,
in Jewish comgrezatioms, and surely mot in the 1life of individual Jews., Nowhere 1s
the failure of @rthodoxy mors clearly demonstrated tham here in New York, Everywhere
official Orthodoxy and everjwhare the imdividuals irreligious. What was said of the
Jews of Germany is true of Ameriea - officially pious ®fromm® disregard every law of
the legal code in their private lives. j

The Juini[! reformation was noeded - it is needed in our generation. Neesded
}: the pismeer's courage, the enthusiastls faith and the prophet's visiom, to plan
and te build for the future. The need is mot to perpetuate and justify the past, but
to vitalise the present and to safe-guard the future. A half century ago, befora the
Cultur Verein in Perlim, it was boldly proclaimed ®We sannot look upon the disintogra-

t\ion and ruin of Judaism withowt 'a%«: the ever-growing a}ienation from our faith




_ 2
calls for action® Then our own Gemersieliorids Lasarus spoke sorrowfully of the decay

of a rolig:log. Ve have & duty to do in the face of the Jewish workd growing more
and mro%uom individuals disregarding all the traditions and the sanctities
while maintaining & make~beliove efficial orthodoxy and pudlic piety.

Here in Ameriea how many thousands are unaffiliated, and of the .cffiﬁatol
who hold membership in congregations, how many thousands in life ars irreligious.
Who can state hov many tens of thowsands of Jewish children are without proper re=
ligious imstruction, The ancient law has lost its authority, it wields no power.
Thousands upon thousands live the irreligiows life - home and family and chlldren
uninspired dy religious influence. The nodle spiritual element of our historie
}oligiol'has not inspire the sons and daughters of Israel. Teach and emphasisze
the spirit of Judaism to satialy the yeaming heart and the questioning intellect.

The eall sounds to the Jew today. Judaism must (ind expréssion in life
through liviag Jews. Judaism was lived 1in 1life defore ever it was written in
literature., Our Judaism needs again a priest people., The Jow must live his re-

ligion. Kis religion must be a reality. Them will it have viial power for our-

selves and through ws to the workd.





