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Rabbi Moses J. Gries 
The Tetiple, Cleveland, O. 

"�he Faith by Which to Live 11 

- G What the world needs is a faith by which to live. the evil is· that men 

and women have no faith by which to live - 'a faith by which to live three hundred 

and sixty-five days in the year, and through all the waking hours. 

What men and women believe, they are. What you believe, you are. Vlhat 

do you belie�e? You must have a belief, formulated or unformulated. You answer 

you 'believe in doing. Is it the doing of good or e'!il? You believe in conduct. 

/ 'ta it right orr wrong conduct? !he world needs/ faith in prosperity and_ in ad.-

, versity___....a faith for the child, the youth, for men and women. 

/ 

r 

/ 

What is the faith? Not a set of doctrines - not a code of laws - not a 

creed to be recited or even believed-· not observances to be practiced. The Bible 

g ives answer in its opening chapters·-· its idea of God.,._its conception of man 
' 

oreate1 in the i:r.iage of God - .lts inte1-pr.etation-of· life
1 

under the .com.mand of" God

and w alcaa,e covenant with C--od.. 

The faith by which to live,1s faith in God. Live as though God were c.n-d

not as though God were not. Be reveren,i. in the presence of divinity. Han m.}4, be 

consoioua of the divine s��:�ihin thy breast·- establish a harmony between the 

God in mnn anc. the God of the universe. 

Life is divine purpose, not aimless e:i.:istence. Man is under appointment to 

f'Ulfill the divine purpose., to d.o the work of God runon1; mrm. 

Jucltd :mi, not the code of laws., not the ceremonies and foms, not the vague 

,historical and traditional religion of the fathers-· Judaism, its truths, its 
I 

principles, its faith, its ideals, is the life conviction by vrhich we should work 

and live three hundred and sixty-five days in the year. 

Judaism is our heritage. Unless we tbrust it aside, refUsing to accept the 

inheritance from the fathers', it is ours by birth. rrefu'e born to Judaism. It is 



our historic obligation. We are under the appointment of his'tory to stand as re-·

• pres'e11tative and champion of its truths.

Even if al together free to choos'e from among the religio'U's and the philoso-i

ph:ies of the world, I should choose Judaism., the principles of Judaism., heed from

its ancient orientalism and from mediaeval symbolism., not embodied in law and custom

and language. There is no belief' better than Judaism. There is' no religion more

r ational than Judaism. There is no religion and no ph:ilosophy more inspiring than

Judaism as a religion of' life.

We Je�s are not altogether free to choose. We cannot separate ourselyes from

our history. We cannot and we would not forget our history. We cannot forget the

1 oyal ty of the fatners through four thous·and years of life., nor ,1hat that loyalty

c ompelled, and still cpmpels �-i �he sacrifice of peace and happiness and the oppor­

tuni ties of life., a living martyrdom.., danger of death., and death itself.

Jews are the children of history. They haye helped to make the history of
• human civilization., and they are still making their deep impress upon the nations.

What contribution has the Jew made to the civilization of the world? The

/ Jew is proud of his intellectuality and of his contribution/ to learning. He has

won distinction., not alone in oonunerce ond in industry, but in all the realms of

s•cience and literature a.'i.d music and art. Glorious are the achievements of the

intellect. The glory of the intellect ·is the mark of distinction. It stamps men

for leadership.

/ 

... 

I prefer to emphasize the glory of moral�ty. The highest civilization of

mankind is charaoterizec. by intellect and by culture with morality. Without morality., 

1.t,1 

it s1>ells degrjldation and degeneracy. Here is the distinction of ancient Israel.
This has been its best contribution to human civilization. No 
·ci�ilized people is there which does not live under the mighty influence of the

Hebrew lawgiver and of Israel's prophets. The world of morality is the nobles·t ex­

pression of t..rie Jewish gpiri t. It is still our sphere. It mu.st still be the dis-,

tinction of the Jews.

What men believe, they are. What \'le Jews believe and do not believe, we are
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.. an'd. we are not. Whtit we believe is the revelation of our character, the indices·

of our :pers·onality. ,:··, '. _•: __ :-:

JUdaism is the el.l)onent of the spiritual, a..,.1d the opponent of the material.

!he world charges the Jew Tli th being a materialist and a sensualist. Wha.!erer

eleme11t of truth may be in the charge, Judaism is the historic repres·entative and

teacher of the spiritual.

Judaism is the faith by which to 1i ve - its idea of God as One and the flmda-i

mental unity of the univers'e, of mankind and of his·toryG-"' its conception of man, the

,,,.,--- man divine, fashioned in the image of Goa..,..±:te interprete.tion of life, the life

di vine in •ovenan t with God.

God is in the life of nations and in the individual life, transforming

/ governmen�and the institutions of mankind, establishing the peace of the world

with righteouaness as ruler. Slowly but surely the nations and men are trans-formed •

• Mankind refUses to believe, or professing to believe, retuses to live out i� faith.
( 

. 

"' Czar and kings and rulers are na.sters· over the bodies and minds and souls of men.

• 

• 

They hold millions in bondao�• The old brute in man is unwilling to be conquered.

In the image of God,, man! In that phrase is written the emancipation pro-·

clamation of the hunan race. Believe it and live it. It will establish the rule

of justice and the glory of human freedom.

The world needs this faith •. .America needs the faith blD, which to live •




