IFTY years age on May 26, & Jewlsh

congregation 'was organized in

Cleveland- by forty-seven members
and called the Tifereth Israel con-

gregation, The original members were
}Josep‘h Davis, D. Hexter, C. XKoch,
G. A. Davis, S Loeb, F. I. Cohen,

1. Englehart, M. Schwab, 8, Weil, 8 Hex~

ter, A. Leesman, M. Moses, A. Schwab, S.
Moses, D. Heller, S. Stein, L. Wolf, 1. H.
Fronk, 1. Gresnbaum, D. Koch, M. @l
singer, M. Welf, L Kalish, R. Davis, &
Prihqus, 1. A. Isaacs, C. Loeb, W. Loecw-
enstein, 8. Schafner, . M. Davis, Isaac
‘Wertheimer, Moses Nussbaum, W, Rig-
lander, @. Isaacs, A. Loeb, S. Kohen, I,
Arostein, I. Englehardt, L. Heiman, I.
Hexter, H. Ginter, M. Liebenthal, A.
Loriea, M. Schaffner, D. Kaufman, L.
Schwarzenberg and Meyer Hexter.

This is the congregation that now owns
the magnificent temple on the corner of
Willson and Central avenues,

During 1885 this snclety built the tem-
ple which stood on Huron street between
Erie and Ontario streets.. The first offi-
cers of this congregation were A, Schwab,
president, Caufman Kocﬁ, vice presidm,
G. A. Davls, treasurer and E. Pincus sec-
retary. ’

The first rabbl of the temple was Rabbi
Isidore Kalish, and it was during his
chargs that the first rabbinical conference
of America was held in Cleveland at the
Huron street temple.

Of the cost of the property of the orig‘-’
inal temple on Huron street, $3,000 was
bequeathed by Judah Touro, a& generous
philanthropist ‘and faithful Jew, resident
of New Orleans, La, Rabbl Kalish was
in charge from 1850 to 1866, and was fol-
lowed for two years by Rabbi M. Iass-
bender, and then by Rabbi Jacob Cohen,
who held the charge from 1857 to 1866,

- One of the old names connected with the

" work of the temple, well known for the
ownor's activity, was that of B, I Peix-
otto, who was superintendent of the sab-
bath sthools in 1858.

In 1861 several radical changes were
made in the temple services, by the intro-
duction of a choir and organ. Famlly
pews were also an. innovation arranged
that year. 1In 186, Rev. G. M. Cohen,
was chosen cantor, instructor, leader of
the choir and instructor in the sabbath
schools. He was followed by Rabbi Jacob
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Meyer, 1867-1874, -and after him Rabbi
Aaron Hahn held the charge from 1874 to
1892, a period of eighteen years.

Anothel changs twas made during 1887 by
Dr. Isaac M. Wise of Cincinnati, when he
introduced the ‘“Minhag America,” or tha
American ritual into the temvle service.

One more reform was established In 1336
when Dr. Aaron Hahn delivered the first
Sunday lecture on Sundav. May 2. At
predent lectures or sermons are delivared
on Snturday or the Sabbath and Sunday as
well, ;

A year laier the Mavfield cemetery of
twenty acres was purcthased by the Tif-
ereth Israel congregaetion. and three years
afterwards the “United Jewish Cemetaries
of Cleveland,” wag orzanized. by the con-
solidation of the cemeteries on Mayfleld
road and Willett street, owned by' the twn,
congregations, Tifereth Isrnel and Anshe
Chesed.

In 1892 Rabbi Moses M. Grles, at present
in charge of the temvle. was installed, and
the worlkk of the temvle has progressed
magnificently since he broucht his in-
thusiastic and vital presence into the work,
He was & very young man when he was
installed rabbi of the Huron Street temple,
but had already had charee for two years
in'Chdttmoogn. Rabbi Gl'leq is a graduante
of the Hebrew TUnion ,c,ollege of Cin-
cinnati, under Dr. Isaac M, Wige. By the
way, the temple hias been since 1873 an un-
nual contributor (o this Hebrew
college among its many other activities.

Barly in the vear after- Rabbi Gries
came, the new temnle on Willson avenus
was begun; the corner stone being laid on
July 16, 1893. To this impressive occre-
mony many of the Christian ministars
were asked and some of them made ad-
dresses,

The new temiple was nearlv a year in
building, so that the last gervice in the
old place of worship was held April 29,
1894, The dedicatlon services of the new
demple took place Sopt 21. 22, 23 and 24 of
the year 1894. The buildineg committee
was made up of the following gentlemon:
Messrs. M. A. Marks. Juliug Felss, J.
Mandelbaum, J, Goldsmith. M. Ullman,
Lieopold  Binstein, Dr. 8. Walfenstein, &
Mann, Kaufman IHays, Sol Sloss, M. A,
Lange, . H, Binstein, T, Mulhauser, I.
B. Heller and Marcus Jeder., O these
men two "have since died.
I". Mulhauser. The buildine which was
the result of their endeavors is an orug-
ment and:grace to the cilv in which it
stunds, It is not onlv an ornament, but
also a large factor for eood .and for
brotherhood throughout the community.
Many wide activitles murk iLs life uside

.of the oak /woodwoi'k.

Unlon

Sol Sloss &nd.

from 1ts pecullar dutles’ to the members
of its own_congregation. .

The building itself is a handsome, mas--

sive one of gray block “stone. It has a
portico ‘of three arches at the  front,
flanked by low towers, and over the audi-
torium is .a large, square d'ome‘

The auditortumn is very fine, with a seat-

ing capacity of 1,126. ' The seatg are_well
arranged on a - gradual‘iimline from the
platform to the rear of the building., The
decorations are quiet and refined:.in color,
combining well with the warm, Iight tone
~ The walls " are
faced for some distance up with gray mar-
ble. The chief ornament.of the interiot
is the round memorial window of stained
‘glass at tho front of the building. Tlhe
design is very beautiful and the colors, of
the glass warm and rich, ' This' window
is a memorial of Caufman Koch and Re-
gina Koch by their children.

Another memprial is-the large brass per-

petual lamp, which burns above the read-- ¥

er's desk, in memoly of Isaac’ Dreyioos.
The brass tablet in memory of

3

Judah
Tourc gnd bhis generous glft, befors mon-.

N

't!aned ig- gunken -in the ‘wall: at the left

of the platform.

At the rear of the luditorium, with en-
trance upon Central avenue, is the two-
story buildmg, a part of the Temple strue-
ture, in which ‘are. the " library, parlor,
board room ‘and the rabbi's.study, on the
ground floor, and the assembly room:and
sabbath school rooms on the' second floor.
This part-of the bullding 1§ also. con-
structed atter the most’ enduring, hand-
some and convement fashion.

- The first room. to the Ieft s the beau-
tiful library, with 1ts oak furmshings, its
well filled bnol:ca‘ses, reading tables and
window seats. The walls are hung, thh

fine portralts and reproducttons, and fhe

whole atmosphére is. ope that must please
the student .and the Iover of books. There
are. at present ﬂbout ,000 volumes on the '
shelves of the Iibrary and a- large num-
ber of' the  current penodicals, Jewish
journals and papers on the redading tables,

On Oct. 2,.1898,.. the . T‘emple library and
free readlng mom opened its doors to the
publie. Tt is open daily, inc[ur}mg Sunday.

-frém 2 to §, und od Friday avenings froin

7 to.7:30,

The library ecntains a thoroughly good
collection of reterence works. - The_ books
which ars. circuluted are ms.mly juvenne,

Rabbi Moses J. Grics.

but in addition thereto," the library con-
tains a good collection of warks in English
on Jews and,Judaism. This has proven of
considamble assistance ~ to. . the sabbath
school teachers, to members of the coun-
‘cil and of book clubsg, and to students
along these, special lines. It is the Dbest
public collection of books about Jews and
Judaism in the city.

The library is free to everybody, wim-

the only condition, that the application
for mémhership be signed by a member of
the tempie, in order to fix the responsibil-
ity. A cordial invitation ;is extended to.
everyone to visit the library.

- There has seemed to be a mlsunderstand-
ing current in the ‘minds ‘of . many men
and women that the library is only tor the
.use of children and the books exclusively
. juvenile, This is not. ccrrect. ‘Many ‘works
of ﬂCUOD, essay, poetry, tra.vei and other
books of interest to older readers will be
found on the. shelves and every man and
woman of the congregation may freely ac-
cept its advantﬁges Miss Adeline Mayer
is the librarian, having taken' the piace of
Miss Bertha Roansheim, under whose charge
the library was opened. .

Beyond 'the library rooms is' {he. com=
fortébly . furhished pallor,, and next that

the board room, whel‘e the blerk Mr. M._

Interior of the Temple.

W. Reich, has his = desk. The rabbi’s
study is.also on this fleor.

The assembly Toom on the second floor
has a seating capacity of 250, with four-
tebh Sabbath school rooms opening out
from it and from the gallery in an addi-
tional story.

The total cost of this magnificent set of
buildings under one roof, with all the con-
venientes and .comfortable and necessary
furnishings ' for. such broad and useful
work as is carried on here, was $102,000.

The témple is governed by an executive
board, consisting of Mr. Martin A. Marks,
president; Mr. Sig Shiesinger, viée presi-
dent, and Mr.eEmanuel Einstein, treas-
urer; a board of twelve directors and com-
mittees on temple, Sebbath school, public
worship, finance, membership, library and
cemetery. R

The Sabbath school has-.an enrcllment
of 624 c'hxldren, fourteen tqachers and the
rabbi himself is supermtendent.

The present membership of this congre-
gation is 392. To quote from the minutes
of the clerk for Oct. 30, 1899.
~ fTha following -resolutions =~ were pre~
gented by Dr. M. Rosenwasser and'unan-
imously adopted: L

,“\Within the last seven.years the mem-
pership“of the témple kas-pearly trebled
in numbers; the enrollment i’ the sabbath

The Library.

school has increased sevenfold.

Stalking
indifference has given way to an awakened
religious_seatiment; Jewish thought has

been revived and Jewish life uplifted. A
better mutudl understanding bétween Gen-
vtile and Jew has been developed. To no
one individual is the Jewish community
more indebted for this improved moral, in-
tellectual and social condition than to our
honored rabbi, Moses J. Gries. To enable
him to continiie unabated his noble work
in this fleld of human usefulness, be it
‘“‘Resolved by this congregation that
Rabbi Moses J. Gries be re-engaged for a

term of five years from the expiration of.

his present term of service.

‘“Resolved that a committes of three
‘members be appointed to wait on Rabbi
Gries, convey to him this expression of
our sentiments; inform him of these reso-
lutions and urge his acceptance of the
call,”

This shows te some extent In what es-
timation Rabbi Gries is held by his own
congregation, but &oeﬁ not express the re-
gard that is felt for him by the entire com-
munity. A man of such broad and gener-
ous principles, such energy, such a vital
and inspiring personality cannot but make
a strong impression upon the life of a city,
especially when all these qualities are
bent towards the betterment of conditions
for all men. Thisis Rabbis Gries’ position
towards every schems for tiie fmprevement
of social and munfofpal conditions. The
same broad attitwde {s assumed by the
members of thes gemagregation as many
things prove. Usien Thanksgiving ser-
vices have been Reld Im tho temple with
ministers and mesiBdrs of the ¥nity ang
Universalist chtmmpesy - One yaar, at e
feast of Succoth(tshefnnems) Rev. Marion
Murdeck and Rev. Sleveca Buck of Unity
church were invitad o taks purt in the
gervices. This wam tha ®rst tims a wom-

an had ever ocounkill B platform of one”

of the Jowish JKaEcA® & worship in this
clty. '

Ons of the brondest Mmes of work of the-

temple is the temple society, which has
for five years conducted a course of lec-
tures and entertainments. Each year has
seen its influence grow larger and its work
rezch more persons. The Temple society
is a non-sectarian organization. It opens
its doors to Jew and non-Jew alike;
neither does it discriminate hetween rich
and poor. The privileges extended include

-admissfon and reserved seat for ten course

nights and ten popular evenings, thess lat-
ter free to the patrons of the course. The
free, ‘or popular evenings are given over
to speakers prominent in educational or
public affairs of our country, not uander
lyceum management. These men and
women arg for this reason, often diflicult
to secure. It is the endeavor of the so-

cloty to.engage such people for these @
enings who may be in the city on s

other errand or on their way throug

some other part of the country. Je

Lloyd Jones, Rev.
Charles H. Barrows, Prof. Albert Bush

Hart,. of Harvard, Dr. Felix Adler, o
Lyman Ahbott and Rev. Washington el

den, are among those who have addies

audiences from the temple platform: f;

time to time.. For the regular course §
tertainments  such - artists and. lecty

have been secured as F. Hopk{nsoxi Sm
Max O'reil, D. Ffrangeon Davis, M s
Benfy, Bdward Bok and many other

Among the best work that. the  tep
does for its own congregation.is that

complished by the Junior Temple. sticid
compesed of hoys and giriz fourteen B

eighteen years cld. This saclety: me
for the study of Jewish history and-.
discusslon of Jewish questions and 8008
entertainmeuts are also given. during
year. This class is under the porso
leadershxp of Rabbi Gries.

Another potent factor in tha 1ife ot
Jewish people of this city, In fact, a 4
tor whose touch is felt even outside
Jewish life, is alse the outgrowth of’
suggestion and orgamization  of- Ra
Gries.” That is the local branch of
Council of Jewisli Women. He it was”
started this fleurishing society, that
now doing such neble work in the stu
and furtherance of the knowledge of Je
ish history and life, and in connecti
with the Educational Alliance is condud
ing such able philanthropic worn.‘

In the face of such rapid growth, el
material prosperity, such broad and he)
ful activilies, the congregation of Tifers
Israel is looking forward with much co
gratulation to its golden jubilee, whx
takes place on ths 26th of May. It is:
event of great importance and its-ce}
bration should be of guch a nature th

Morgan Wood, " 1}

¢

it will further the cause of Judaism' [

this community.
appointed which has the matter in-han
For many reasous the actusl celebratio
will be postponed until 1all, when

plans will be completed, The women’
the congregation are planning a . fitti
memorial for the temple- as ‘hexr sha
of the rejotcmg,

The whole cily will be mterested in'th
celebration " of an oreanization whi
stands .upon s0 broad a Iou,ndga.hqn,
brotherly love.
Marks' last address, ‘“The religion of
manity which we teach is never deafl

In the words of Presidef

A committee has befl

the cry of the needy, and never blind §

the wants of ihe deserving. Its broad.a
noble heart is ever quick to call-back't
erring and to uplift the lmman.race."
strive to make men happier by mal
them better. Upon this broad platfor
the most liberal on earth can stand



