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Rabbi Ch-iee 
At T he Temple 

Sunday moming, 
Ootober 6

7 
1912 

Extracts from Rabbi Gries' add.rese on 

ttis the !ible the Word of Godtt 

I/ 

ttTeaoh the !!ible in the public sohools 11 is the c,lamorous ory, and thereby 

save the American people., accused and pronounced guilty as ri Godless nation of all 
,, 

•sine and vices and crimes. It only the !Sible were read and taught in the public

schools, • a moral revolution would be achieved, It is urged as a panacea for

all our moral weaknesses and shortcominis.

!l'he .American people are falsely accused, and are not guilty of the sins 

and vices end crimes charged against them.· 

'T• 1"! ad the !ible without interpretation, expecting some kind of moral 

magic, is to make of the Mble a fetish, To read and to teach it with interprets ... 

tion is to sow the seed of dissension and discord •. 

One would imat!ine., analy:dng the arg'llll1ent of those �ho believe, that our 

schools would oease to be Godless and the .Ame rican people would be made moral, if 

only the l!ible were read in the Public Schools; that our �ails and our reformatories 

and penitentiaries are full of' men md women unfortunate enough never to have known 

the 80:mmandments. If' they had read the Mble, or if' they had known the !en Com-­

mand.ments., they would have been saved .from sin and crime. To state this thought 

clearly is to make aelf'-evidEttt its absurdity. 

lm:rderera end adulterers and thieves and perjrrore l!now the Commandments, 

rithou t a doubt. It is :folly to believe they did not know it was wrong to kill and 

to steal ., t o  lie. • 

The mere reading of' the :aible, or of' the Oommand.ments., will accomplish 

nothing on behalf of moral discipline and the training of moral character• Our 

• publio schools, i f  properly organized, with competent teachers., have far bettel" means

/ / at their command to t,each the child reverenoe toward life, h>nesty· t>.wud t;-uth; to



• 

inculcate a spirit of loyalty and patriotiBJ!l end saoritioe, and to implant a 

smse of fair play and fair dealing and a love of �ustioe. 

Xeep the aeotuian spi:ia!t and all aeotarien teaching out of the 

public schools 
I 

whi eh 'belone to e.11 the people • 




