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Sunday, March 18th, 1906. 

- CHRI STI.t-\N AND JEW -

I have been gratifiocl by the genel"tll, and, for the most part, .favorable 

disoussion o.f my sernon on anti-Jewish prejudice. I have reoeivsd a number of 

e.xprsseions of friendliness, I have 80l!l9 oornmunications of which the writers them­

selves are ashamed, evidenced by the fact, that having nothing to fee..r., they &re 

aehamed to ei8'1 their names. AnanYffioue letterl'I are 1raste-basket literature. 

Usually I throw them into the waste-ba!lket without reading them. 

One who ei311s hinselt 11A etauni,h American" writes me in tom and substonoe 

so contemptible that every deoent American would be diseusted rlth him. Another., 

who claims not to be prejudiced., writes me more courteously, but straightway shows 

pre-1udgment., whioh b prejudice based upon ignorance of faots eal'lily ascertained. 

The argument is neither sound in loGi-1 nor true in fa-.,t. The conclueion ., however., 

is aa usual - •No one but Jews would do such thinee; it is oharaoteristic ot the 

race". Call it pra-Ju�noment., i:f one be aensitiYe about the word prejudice. How 

ridicrulous to reitson trom one or a few to a whole p eo!)le., trom one Jp to all Jews. 

lhat do I hope to gain by t 11is disouesion - wha.t possible good oan reeult? 

so many Jews are hopeless., sayin� prejudice and hatred always have been and always 

will be. I have faith that injustioe oannot stand in the taoe ot publio opinion. 

It is good for people to think - good for Jew and eood for Christian. We Jews may 

learn not to cringe
., 

nor to apoloiize. ie Jews rill discover what we stand for in 

history. ie will len.rn not to be ashamed of our birth and our religion. We will 

be honored either as Jews, or we must wa.i t and work and teach the ,,,orld a truer 

eenM of juriice. 

Reflection i• ma� - the Jews have no re!peet for their neiehbors. It is 

my observation that Jews are far more resi,eotf'u.1 of the .fe-elingPJ end thouehts of 

• 
other� than others dream of being of the .feelings and thouehts of Jews, SOrntt 

people imt!ine Jews have no feelings and no 'convictions to be respeoted. Jews are 
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not 8J'lgel• or sain ts or even su_perior mortals. ijeither are they devils and demon• 

and in.ferior mortals. Je-rrs are !llUOh like t.>ther human beings. The Yorld may be 

aurprieed to disoover that not all Jaws are exactly alike. Mot all Jews are rich., 

though the world aeee nothing ot ourpoor. lie would be other than human if there 

were not amongst ua distinctions of intellect and oul ture an d oharaotsr. 1'he Jew 

is the Jew' a severest ori tic, All Jews cannot be held rel!r!,)onsible for ever,/ f'aul t 

and sin and crime ot every individual Jew. It would he just as irrational as to 

charge all Christiane Tii th the vioae and sine and orir.iee of every Ohristian. Not 

every Jew is a par-son of virtue., or a model of culture; neither is every non-Jew, 

Jews have the ea.me right as other men to be judged tu, i ndividuals - to be measured 

by what they are. 

1'he Temple., more th,m any individual., Rabbi or layman., is r8presentative ot 

the Jew. 'rhe Temple sounds olsarly the oall to .the higher life. It has been nnc;l 

IP ie active in the development of the moral· and educational and oivic lif'e. It 

preaahea no narrowness and no bi�otry. It l!tande for brotherhood and for tello,r­

ahip. 'I• will fellowship with everyone who 'lrill fel lowship ,rith us in honesty a11d 

sinoerity. We believe in the ri�ht of men to be tree., free in lite and the pursuit 

of' happiness.., · and free to worship Ood. We defend our prin"i:ples openly in the 

public .tor\1!!1 of free America. 

Christian, and Jews have lived and striven side by eide these nineteen 

hund.n,d years. Still the world doee not know or understand the Jew and his Judaism. 

Nineteen hundred years ago the Jews did not aooept Jssus as the Messiah.., and through 

nirteteen hundred years., unparalleled in suffering., they have not aooepted him as 

the 1tessiah., and the suffering has not yet ended in lands ot ignorM1oe and darkness 

and oppression ., not even in the land, of knowledge e.nd ligl1t and freedom. 

• 
!eaohera of religion should not teach the -story of. the 1 ite and death of

Juua ao aa to implant anc! perr,etuah hate of the Jew, 'l'h ey ehould not tetloh 
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Christianity contrasting it with Judaism so as to ottuss oontempt for Judai:m. It 

is unhistorio and unju1t. 

The first Christians all were Jews. The fotmders of Christianity were Jews. 

J esus., ab'>Ut whose lito and haohing all Christianity oenters., was a Jew. Teaoh 

the true historio relationahip between Christian and Jew. 

Jew should understand Christian and Christian should learn to understand Jew. 

?Te should s:iow roverence for the faith and ouetol!la of othere. Ye have the right to 

ask reverence and respeot for ours. I shall not spea..'lt of Jewish glory and Christian 

ehaJlle; nor of Chri1tian triunrph and Jewish defeat. It is not within my provinoe to­

day to tell what part Christian and Jew have �layed in the history of mankind. The 

record of history is written. 

lhatever may be the atory of the past
., 

there is no justitioation for hate 

today. Bitter has been the life experienoe of the Jew. 'Tis the Jew l!tOre than 

Christian has htstorio cause for h�tred. The Jew does n�t hate the Christian, 

With what ju1titioation ot hietory or or reason does any Chri�tian hate the Jew? 

ChriaUan and Jew can b brothers. Christian and Jew are brothers, it God be 

Father, God is God of all men, Not God, but man., divides mankind into Jews and 

Christian•• Christian and Jew have lived ha-ppily Bide b-y side., eepeoi8lly during 

the one hundred and thirty years since this Republic was mothered by Freedom e.nd 

t'athered by Juetice., and together they are destined tc- live in peac,e and happiness. 

It is Amerioa'• greatest glory. America will not yield her precious liberties., 

civil and religious
., 

for whioh has been shed the blood of America'� tn.tei,t e11d best. 

'l'he Jn asks no favor of the world. He pleads tor no advaltnge. He does 

uk., and hu the right to ask that he be n'>t di sadvant�ed n.btoat trom the very 

hour ot hie birth and through all the years of his lite. He does plead for justice 

d ror .freedom. 
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The Jey stands upon his reoord. No sin5le nation., rs.oe or religion has 

been so long or so •t•adily under the fire ot searching oritio!sm. He l!lOre than 

all other men ot history hae been tested by his enemies - none too gently and n one 

too J!\ereitully. The time will oome when the teaohers of religi� and the teaohere 

of history will make necessary aoknoTled@nent of what the Jew and Judai!ml have 

oontributed to the civilization of mankind. 

iill Chriatilil'l and Jt!fff ever learn to be just !:ind to love one snother? 

l'Ul })l"ejudioe and hate ever oea• ? There will be no end of hate and prejudice.,. 

then will bl no lo•• end juatioe until the men aiid women about us - our friends -

beoome oon•oioue of the injustice and have the oouraee to speak. Prsjudioe e.nd 

hate Yill oease when the reli�ion of love beoomes less a profession of the lip and 

more genuinely thtt f'ai th of the heart; when men obey Emerson's oal!ll9'ld - "Go put 

• your creed into your deed".

• 

Christian btt Christian in love. JeY be Jew ·1n jW1Uoe •. 1'hen :mankind will 

oeas• to be divided by hates and prejudioes un-christia.n, un-Jewish and un-.Amerioan • 




