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AJlJ!!RI<!A and ZION October 30, 1904 •
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The love of Zion i e li� among the Jews. Ever sinoe Jewish prinoes 

and nobles were exiled from Jud.el and carried into Babylonian cai,tivit!', Israel has 

yearned for the restoration. Jewish history practically begins with the promise 

to the Patriarch Abrah8Jl1 to possess the land which God would show him. The Hebrews 

in Eer,pt came out from slavery with the hope that they should possess the land of 

their fathers. Through the days of the Judees a.111.<. through the years of the Kings, 

Israel rs history is a constant ba.ttle for the possession of the Holy Land, The 

Jews loved their country and were valiant in its defense aeru.nst all foreie,t foes. 

With heroism, �erhaps mequaled in history, they fought the Assyrian hosts, the 

Syrian invaders, and even the all-conquering Romans. After the conquest of Judea 

and tr..e destruction of the Temple, again and aeain Messiahs arose in Iara.el to re ... 

store the sceptre to Judah. Jews scattered everywhere through011.t t.he world, strug­

gling against the cruelty of the church flJ"ld the injustice of the nations, steadfast-

... ly longed for Zion.

With freedom and justice the hopes of Israel were transformed, end the 

hearts of the Jews turned, not \l!)On the land of their fathers, but to their real 

fatherland - wherever they dwelt. Many Jews ceased to teach the idea and abandoned 

altogether the thought of a return to Zion. The day of' the destruction of The

Temple oeased to be commemorated as a day for lamentation and observed as a day 

of fasting. The American Rabbiajcal Conference of 1869, in which were gathered 

the a lest Jewish teachers and leaders of American Israel, declare� that Israel 1 s 

Messianic goal is not the restoration of the Jewish state ond its seclusion from 

other nations, an& turther1n�.o�aiJ!t,e<l;�t\tthe destruction of Israel's independence 

to be the f'u.lfillment of Divine p'Ul'pose in sending Israel out into the world. 

"A3 new movement ..uzioniem"-has been borne in Israel, :proclaiming to all 

the world that the Jews are a nation; that they desire to live in their own country 

as a united people. With all emphasis we declare, the Jews are not a nation. The 

Jewish nation has not existed since the year 70. Thousands upon thousands of Jews 
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have abandoned altogether all desire for the restoration of the Jewish state. Jews 

a bom in America are not bom members of any Jewish nation. They are bom .Americans, 

and thousands �,pon thousands of those who were bom in the different countries of 

Europe desire not to be members of a Jewish state. They belong to the American 

people. Ve Jews are Americans, heart and soul. 

T he fundamental evil of Z1tonisiil is its insistence upon Jewish National-
, 

ity, and its practical confession, nay almost proclamation, that the Jews are alien 

in the land of their birth or adoption. Jews have always protested age.inst being 

regarded as foreigners and aliens. SUccessf'ully, in country after country, they 

have struggled for their rights, until disabilities have been removed, until they 

have won recognition and equality beforethe laws of the land. Jews, with all their 

power, must demand the right to live., the right to :fu.11 treedom in the la."ld where 

they are bor.n, their actual fatherland, and the day must 001!16, if we are to believe 

in the progress and civilization of the nations, when countries like Rownania and 

.,.. Galatea, and even Russia, will no longer ref'use to obey the ;judgment of the 

nations, and will grant life and freedom and justice to the Jews ,rho are members 

of their nation. 

Zionism emphasizes the union of Israel, implying that it is a nation 

within nations, e.. people among peoples. Israel is, and always has been, a unit 

against the persecution of the world; is, always has been, and, I trust,always will 

be a unit in the defense of Israel's unfortunate, persecuted brethren. The Jews of 

the world., however, do not desire to establish and to strengthen and to :per:Petuate 

a unity of Israel as a nation. le do desire a spiritual unity. One unity is the 

<flmdsmental unity of Jewish history and Jewish literature - the unity of the Sh'ma, 

"Hear O Israel, O'\,'\l" God the Eternal is 8ne 11
• 

Jews have shared fully in the whole of American life. !h@y were in the 

oolonies before the Republic was founded. They fo�ht and 'tiled and died in all 

its wars, They toiled and served and sacrificed through all the years of peace, 
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The Jews of America and the Jevrs of the world believe that America is the lend of 

freedom, welcaning thel)ersectlted and the oppressed; the land of justice, hating 

all injustice and tyranny. Jewish thinkers and teachers believe that Israel is 

destined to undergo �hJaioa.1 regeneration ond also a religious and spiritual re-

birth .. Its destiny is finding its fulfillment, not in Palestine, and not in 

Europe, but here in America. Jews believe that America is a nation seeking to 

establish j'l.E tice here and throughout the world, by precept and principle and 

by example to teach men that freedom to all brings happiness to all. America 

seeme destined by its own history and its own lite to reali:a:e the f'Ulfillrnent of 

ancient Jewish ideals. No nation in the history of mankind has approaohed more 

olosely and aocompli shed more nearly the Messianic hope and the milenial thoughts 

of the great Prophets of Israel. 

Jews will help to 1!18.ke Amerioa great. America is our oountry end 

the country of our children • 
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