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A Sketch of a Singularly Successful Young Man-

The subjoot of this sketch is 0 well known to the poople of Cloveland' that it {s
unnecessary to explain that the accompanying photograph presents Moses J, Gries,
rabbl at the Jewish temple. During the flve years that he has been in Clevéland he
has been the means of dolug good to a greater number of people than any other one
man, perhaps, In a similar length ot time, It has been eald he Is well known to
Clevelanders, but he 1s not known well enough, I'ew persons have any idea of all
that he has accomplished, and that, too, in a qulet, unobtrusive way, so that he has
never been given, publlcly, the credit ho doservos, : .

He was born at Newark, N. J., Jan. 25, 1868, and bocame an orphan while yet an
infent. He attended the public ectools in his native city and entered the high school
at the remarkably early age of eleven years. In less than a year later he left the
achool and went to New York for the purpose of entering the preparatory department
of the Hebrew Union college, Ilere he met his first great disappointment. He was
refused admittance to the college, there being an age limit of fourteen years placed
upon all applicants. 1Io did not return to Newark, but attonded the high school in
New York clity untll he was thirteon years of age. Then he again made an applica-
tlon to the Hebrew Unlon college, passed the exemination and was certified in by the
president notwithstanding he was still a yoar short of the llmit. After the way was
thus opened to him he declded to go to Cincinnati and attend the Hebrew Union col-
loge at that place. He (ld so and remalned there eight years, He attended -the ocol-
lege in the aftoernoons and the public high schools of ‘the city In the mornings. In
1886 he graduated from Hughes' high echool of Clneinnatl and In- 1889 from the Unl-
voreily of Cincinnatl. After having graduated he went to Chattanooga, where he had
secured a position as minlister. He remalned there untll 1892, when he camne to Cleve~
land to accept the pulplt of the Huron temple, which was then located in an old frame
building on Huron street.

Very soon after thls young man had taken charge of the rongregation a wonder-
ful change took place in it. He Instilled new life Into the old members and by hls
eloquence and his Iiberal mindelness he brought in many now ones. He Inltiated the
cuatom of changing pulpits with non-Jewleh mlinisters, preaching In thelr churches
-and having them preach [n his. Through his efforts funds were raised to construct
the present magnificent temple building at the corner of Central and Willson ave-
nues, When the dedlcatory services were hold there he had assemblod on the platform
a half dozen or more non-Jewlsh minleters, representing as many different creeds.
They all spoke-on the one subject, “Have We Not All One Mather? Has Not One
God Created Us All?” The New York Sun, {n commenting on this affair, sald: It is
the wonder of the nineteeanth century.”

He organized the Temple soclety, an organization devoted to higher education in
literature, music, art and the llke; he organized the Junior Temple soclety, which ls
aleo educational in Ite purposes; he orgaunlzed the Cleveland Council of Jewlsh Wo-
men, the Bducational leaguo, wag one of the founders of the Municipal assoclatlon, is
a womber of the exeoutive committoo of the Bothel Assoclated Charities, is vice presi-’
dent of the Cleveland Geuneral hospital, a dlrector of the Humane soclety, ls affillated
with the national conferencoe of charities and also with the Central Conference of
American Rabble.

Whon ho became rabbl of the temple its congregation numbered 138, It {s now
819. It must be remembered that the Jewlsh church only counts as members :udult
males who are heads of famllics, Tho eabbath school, with an enrollment of fifty
and & small averago attondance, has grown to 600, with an averagoe attendance of
476. Al tho organizationa of the temple are open to Jews and non-Jews, Another in-
stitution which will ahortly be openoed in tho temple through the Instrumentality of
Mr, Grles is a public llbrary,




