THE JACOB RADER MARCUS CENTER OF THE

AMERICAN JEWISH ARCHIVES

MS-53: Moses J. Gries Papers, 1850-1934 (bulk 1890-1930).
Series D: Sermons and Addresses, 1893-1917, undated.

Box Folder ltem

“Washington and Lincoln,” 1906 February 17.

For more information on this collection, please see the finding aid on the
American Jewish Archives website.

3101 Clifton Ave, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220
513.487.3000
AmericanJewishArchives.org



£

b ¥ritten for "The News",
Saturday, Fehruary 17,1906

- WASHINGTON and LINCOLN -

Americans should be the most patriotic of all peoples. O0f all the
nations we have most cause for patriotic love of country. To me, Fehruary is
always a month of patriotic inspiration. February is diatinguished among all the
months of the year by its two National Holidays, It is oconsecrated by the memory
of the two great Americans - George Washington and Abraham Lincoln.

Ve should rememher their birthdays, not for celebration of the days,
but for the powerful message which they speak. Unfortunately, all ths Holjy Days-df
our American National calendar have been transformed by the worldly spirit of our
generation, to pudblic holidays. The day of the Declaration of Independence and our
National Day of lMemorial are not consecrated as days of noble thought of cowmntry and
of national uwplift, but are desecrated by almost universal merrymaking and feastinz, ]
pleasure~seeking and sportlé“ The birthdays of Abrahsm Lincoln and of George Washington |
should bring personal inspi'ration to every true American, They plead sloquently for
the upliftment of our national ideals. They have power to strengthen the moral fibre
and the moral purpose of the nation.

Yhenevysr I look upon the rude log cabin which was the hirthpnlace of
Abraham Lincoln, I am reminded that mscarce one of us was born in a home so poor and
under conditions so lowly, The hardships and privations of his childhooxd and youth
are a lesson to every American. Wondsrful is the 2tory:of his wonderful life. It
proclaims the ﬁossi’bilitios of poverty in a democracy, wheare the people rule and
vwhere the door of opportunity stends open. Remembering how and where hs was hom,
behold Lincoln in the day of his death - the leadsr of a great nation, the saviour of
the Union, the emancipator of millions. Linooln, the son of poverty, in history
ranks above kings and emperors., The day of his birth speaks the message of hope to

all of America, and to all of the oppressed of the world.
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et Wonderful, and equally inspiring, is the story of Washington's wonderful life.
He was not born the child of poverty. He was not trained in the hard school of ad-

JLQersity. Lincoln was born to poverty and disadvantage. Washington was born to priv-
ilege, to advantage, and to fortune. Roth of them were born to opportunity and to
freedom., Both of them were great Americans.

Washington seems born to leadership. In his young manhood he reveals his energy
and his capacity. He had the spirit of the pioneer. He was master of himself and
therefore master of his work. He was a soldier in his youth and in his manhood. Al-
most all the years of his life he devoted tc the service of his country. He was not
selfish., He served his country at the sacrifice of and not for the enrichment of his
personal fortune and personal interests. He was not ambitious for power, or station,
or honors. Behold him, strong and brave and modest; honored by all, but not spoiled
by honor; and how simple. He was noble and sincere in word and heart and deed. What
a lesson the public men of our own time might learn from the life and memory of Wash-

pington.

George Washington and Abraham Lincoln are the two great Americans. Lincoln was
the child of poverty - Washington the child of wealth. Both of them were great be-
cause of character, because of qualities of mind and heart.

Study the life of Lincoln. It renews our faith in democracy. It strengthens
our trust in the people, and our faith in a government of the people. Remember his
name with honor. His character is an inspiration to us all. He was a great man -

, strong and tender - just and merciful. As President Roosevelt said, ien-yeaws-ego,
*Every American is richer by the heritage of the noble deeds and the noble words of
Washington and Lincoln.® Washington and Lincoln belong ta the great men of all the
ages.

They are the two great Americans. Both of them lovers of their country; both
lovers of mankind - honorgble in their public life and clean in their personal life.
The two greatest of Americans - aumong the greatest in all the world - George Washington

and Abraham Lincoln.





