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Written for "The News fl,
Saturday, February I? ,1906 

- WASHINGTON end LINCOLN -

Amerioans should 'be the most patriotic of all peoples. 0:t all the 

nationa we have most cause for patriotic love of oo-untry. !o me, P'e'brua...,.,, is 

always a month of patriotic :inspiration. P'ebrue.ry is diatinguished Mong all the 

months of the year by its two ?rational Holidays. It is oonseorated by the memory 

of the two great Americans .,. George Washington and Abraham Lincoln. 

lo should remember their birthdays, not for celebration of the days, 

but :for the powerful message whi-oh they speak. Unfortunately, all the kolj<'.�ys·:cS'f 

our Arl\erioan National calendar have been transformed by tlie worldly spirit of our 

generation, t o  public holidays.. Thi, day of the Declaration. of Independence and our 

National Day of llemorial are not consecrated as days of noble tho�ht of oountry and 

of national uplift, but are desecrated by almost un:iv�rsal mel_'TYT!laking and teastillg, 
_....... - - ---· - ----- � - -- -____ _.... - � - . _.. �--: -- - � .-.....cc -

pleasurpseeking and sport The birthdays o:f Abraham Linooln and o:f Geore:e Washington 

shottld bring personal inspiration to every true American. They plead eloquently for 

the upli:ftrnent of our national idoa.ls., They ha�e power to strengthen the moral fibre 

and the moral purpose of the nation. 

lh�Yff I look upon the rude log cabin which was the t,.t.rtbrt:t�oe of 

Abraham Lincoln, I run reminded that aoaroe one ot us was bom in a home eo poor and 

under conditions so lowly. !?he hardships and priTations ot his ohildhood. and youth 

are a lesson to every American.. Wondertul is the 1't�t-Y•O1' his wondertul. lite. It 

proolaims the possibilities ot poverty in a democracy, where the people rule and 

where the door ot opportun·lty stands open. Remembering how and where he was bam, 

behold Lincoln in the day of his death ➔ the leader of a great nation, the saviour of 

the U'nion., the emancipator of :niillions. Linoo1nJ the son ot povertyJ in history 

ranks above kings and emperors. The day ot his birth speaks the mess.ase of hope to 

all. �:f America., and to all of tb.� op!)ressed of the world. 
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/ Wonderful, and equally inspiring, is the story of Washington's wonderful life. 

/ 

He was not born the child of poverty. He was not trained in the hard school of ad­

ersity. Lincoln was born to poverty and disadvantage. Washington was born to priv­

ilege, to advantage, and to fortune. Both of them were born to opportunity and to 

freedom. Both of them were great Americans. 

Washington seems born to leadership. In his young manhood he reveals his energy 

and his capacity. He had the spirit of the pioneer. He was master of himself and 

therefore master of his work. He was a soldier in his youth and in his manhood. Al­

ioost all the years of his life he devoted to the service of his country. He was not 

selfish. He served his country at the sacrifice of and not for the enrichment of his 

personal fortune and personal interests. He was not ambitious for power, or station, 

or honors. Behold him, strong and brave and modest; honored b�r all, but not spoiled 

by honor; and how simple. He was noble and sincere in word and heart and deed. What 

a lesson the public men of our own time might learn from the life and memory of Wash-

ington. 

,,,,r' George Washington and Abraham Lincoln are the two great Americans. Lincoln was 

the child of poverty - Washington the child of wealth. Both of them were great be­

cause of character, because of qualities of mind and heart. 

Study the life of Lincoln. It renews our faith in democracy. It strengthens

our trust in the people, and our faith in a government of the people. Remember his 

name with honor. His character is an inspiration to us all. He was a great man -

/ strong and tender - just and mrciful. As President Roosevelt said, �•&Ei-&:gO, 

"Every American is richer by the heritage of the nobl& deeds and the noble words of 

Washington and Lincoln.• Washington and Lincoln belong to the great men of all the 

ages. 

They are the two great Americans. Both of them lovere of their country; both 

lovers of mankind - hono�ble in their public life and clean in their personal life.

The two greatest of Americans - among the greatest in all the world - George Washington 

�and Abraham Lincoln. 




