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April 15, 1917. 

THE PROBLEM ()H' 'l'HE JEW IN AMJi.!RICA. 

:1l'rom Egypt to Rinai, from physical slavery to spiritual 

freedorn, marched ancient Israel 1500 years before the coJ?l!!lon era; and 

1900 years after the common era the Jews of Russia �a�e �arched froc 

thei� Bgypt to their Sinai, from their physical to political and 

physical and spiritual freedom. The Jews of Russia, bruised and broken 

and bleeding in their bodies, crushed also in their spirit, now lift 

their heads, have shaken off their shac�les, and stand as a free peo-

ple united with the free peoples of Russia. Ancient Israel wandered 

forty years in the wilderness on its way to the land of promise, and 

the generation that knew th� yoke of Egyptian slavery and also that had 

been wedded to the flesh-pots of Egypt, was destined to die and perish 

in the wilderness. Before the Jews of Russia, I aoubt not, there will 

be forty years of wandering in a new wilderness. and the generation 

that knew old Russia, that express�d the land of bondage both physi-

cally and politically, and spiritually, has be�ore it Many years of 

trial, difficulty and hardship. The corning years are to be years of 

preparation; years of preparation for freedom; years o� preparation 

for self government; years o� preparation for all the peoples of Rus-

sia, and especially for ��e Jews of Russia • 
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I recall to your mit\ds the 'bold words spoken �Y the lewish 

Deputy, Freedman, in the Duma a little more than a year ago. Standing 

there before the assembled delegates and repres3ntatives of all the 

Russias, and pointing to the box in �hich sat the cabinet ministers 

and officials of t he government, he dared to say, on behalf of hia 

suffering and oppressed brethren, in ths hearing of all Russia, that 

the Jews of Ru3si:1 are not linked with their fate, the fate of their 

race with the fate o±' the Russian ;-;oYernment, l)ut with that of the 

Russian peopl-! • 

The revolution which has so start�ed the world is destined to 

revolutionize the life o±' the Jews of Russia. But I would impress upon 

you, if perchance you had not had it brought forcibly to your atten-

tion, that the revolution in Russia is destined not only alone to 

revolutionize the lif9 o� the Jews of Russia, it is destined also to 

revolutionize the life o� the Jews of America. The rushing tide of 

immigration perchance will cea3e to run westward; perchance the tide 

may even turn an1 be toward the East. The recent immigrants of the 

old generation in America, it must be acknowledgea with truth, have not 

been altogether happy here in America,-have not been able to live their 

an 
Jewish life as they would live it. It has been�impossiollity��or them, 
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,a trial for thei� children; and America, to which t.:1-ley hove a:'ter 

great ha:rdshi:p and privation across conti!"lent and sea, has :Jrought 

• disillusionment, in their hopes and destruction to �any a treasured

• 

ideal. Perchance, hundreds a!ld thousands, :nany thousands, may now

return to Russia, their old fatherland, since Russia now is free.

There are t,housands who 1re pointing out t:hat if -f;he immigrants

shall cease to come, if the tide if im.�igration s�all cease to flow,

if Russian Juda:i and Eastern .Tuda:h s:1all no longer continue to co:ne

to America, it will impose a distinct loss to America: for they be-

lieve that A!!lerican .Tudah has bsen sustained ty the spiritual energies

Of the Jews of Russia and of Eastern Europe; they believe that the

Jews from Eastern Europe have brought to us the quickening and fructi­

a
fying forces of Eastern energy. Whether this be�true or false inter-

pretation, I '!Jelieve that the American Judais:m, i::' the tide of immigra-

tion were to cease and American Judaism might 'be emancipated--! be-

lieve that t:he American Jews will �e free for tbe first time in almost

half a century to 1 i ve their 1 if e, a free 1 ife in thfs land •.

What are the problems,before the Jews of America? It has been 

already pointed out that there are thousands of Jews in Ame.r-ica, sons 

and daughters of Israel, who have no religious bond,-who do not enter

synagogue and temple,-who are not inspired by her ancient truth, and 



in whom her mi�hty ,Tewis:h. principles and .Tewish ideals b!"ing not the 

• least inspiration. ?hey s.re inspired by t:he tie of blood, and the

bond that unites all Israel in Amar-ica is the bond of philanthropy, 

the bond of common charity, the �ond of comr.ion her-itage and conmon 

suffering. There are thousands that telieve in this bond of philan­

� 
throphy and He�rew principles, though there will be �housands born 

that Israel perchance will be destined to lose altogether. At '!;imes 

it. has been the custom of some to sneer at charity,-to s!1eer !!lnch at 

the charity which would solve our :most perplexing Jewish problems. 

I am not one of thos3 who would sneer at charity. 
� 

I would� aloud, 

all honor to the .:rews of America who so co'J.!"ageously, who so unsel!-

ishly, for mov-1:3 than a generation past, ha,,e willingly borne the bur-

den of millions of their fellow-men. They would not desert their 

principles, �or would they suffer th) door to �e shut in the faces of 

those who were the victims of unrighteous persecution. And now, for 

three decades we Jews of America h1ve had the unselfishness and will-

ingness, all honor to us, to become a�sorbed with our strength and 

energy in this overwhel�ing protlem i!'l the su:t'fsring brouGht so !'lear 

to us. The fact of this philan�hropy :has stod� in th9 �oreGroun�. So 

completely has it stood and enlarg�d th�t it has transfor�ed our Jew-

ish outlook. It has ordinarily influenced our Jewish thought. It 

- , ~-
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has given a new direction to all o�r Jewish institutions, and our life 

without it would have been altogether different. 

Now I r,elieve that the,Jews of America are to �e free. Now I 

believe that the Jews of A.�erica ar� to find their life no longer con-

ditioned by this superlative burden which has dwarfed all other con-

ditions. We have selieved, this generation past, that it was our 

moral obligation as Jews th1t every person 3hould receive a c�nce for 

1 ife, liberty a!'ld the pursuit of happiness; that no human beings were 

destined to live in tenement hovels, to struggle hopelessly and die; 

that it was not destined by mankind that this s�ould b9 the welcome to 

those unfortunate millions who here sought peace and happiness. And 

we, the Jews of America, with strong and valiant zpirit, with courage 

and hearts never failing, have labor�d to save a persecuted people,--

have labored to recreate a ,eople broken �Y their oppressions, and 

have labored forw3.rd with thought of Moses: ( H'3 builded pyra"'!lids; he 

.....Z.'f..._ 
blocked out otelisks to humanity.) 

We sneer- not at humanity or philanthropy. Wa know charity and 

philanthropy are the social obligations of Judaism. It was not for 

the writers o� ethical and social justice to assert Jewish ideals. It 

was from Judea. We have '!Jelieved it was our du-ty to Americanize our 

mill Jons of irmnigrants ,-our duty to mericanizc them so tnat they 
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wct]ld grasp American principles and purposes, and understand and modi-

fy their life in accordance with American institutions and �eel en­

• 

thusiasm for American ideals. We have felt it to be our duty to im-

plant in the heart of the immigrant the very life-blood of America. 

America gave them a refuge, a home, a country, a fatherland, a.nd we 

have celieved that they should give their hearts and loyalty to America 
;' 

and to America's principles and ideals, and to the stars and stripes 

ano to our love of the American flag. 

Rut our whole problem is transformed. Within coming generations 

the problem of the .Tew of America will probably be absolutely differ-

ent. We Jews �f America are to be free from this pressure--material 

pressure and necessity. The Jew of America is for tlie first time to 

stand face to face with liberty, a�d now the Jew of A�erica must justify 

himself as a Jew under freedom. Oh, noble the cause of freedom! 

Glorious th� cause of freedom itself, to which every Jew might well 

dedicate himself! Freedom is to be for the Jew now, and if not now, 

surely in the days of the coming future. 

Do I need to imply that we in America will not k!'low troublesome 

prejudice; that we in America, in the coming generation, are not to 

experience injustice and intolerance? Do I mean that the old pin-

pricks and body blows and �ruises are to cease absolutely? I do not 
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mean it·. But I m?.an that if WP. in America shall not solve un+,o freedom 

-!J.-.a.:t"" 
the pro"blern � pr3judice and injustice !l"ld intolerancP. wP-re in the old 

path
_; 

we shall ha,,e failed. Here in America t'l'le Jews have never known 

persecution. T{ere in America has never teen any r9al op:prassion. 

�rejudice thare has been, intolerance also; and social discrimination 

and ostracism still continue. It is my firm belief that the social 

ostracism a!1ri prejudice which a"bates not in a great free land whose 

social idea is equality and justice, contains in it the germ of evil, 

the formation of a greater dan�er and a greater menace to true liberty, 

true equality ano. tru"3 ,justice. W� ,Jews may well unrlerstand how 

wrongs may be committed against Israel by an autocracy in which liberty 

has only been a pretense; in which liberty has never �een more than a 

name and a mockery. But it is 'beyond our understanding ho-.v the light-

est wrongs may be committed aiainst Israel or any �an,-�rongs like 

in kind and degree,- may be connnitted in a democracy whose life breath 

is of freedom and democracy. And yet, friends, I am Hebrew enough 

in spitit and in education to believe firmly that education and 

knowledge will at last banish darkness, superstition and ignorance, and 

with them their hateful prejudice and human hate. I am He�rew enough 

never to despair. I am Hebrew enough to refuse to believe, as per-

j� chance many of you r;elieve, that prejudice and intolerance.._ been 
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for thousands of years and having been for 1900 years, that prejudice 

• and intolerance have always been, and being now, ever to be. I refuse 

to believe it. I am Hebrew enough, with a'bsolute faith in that, the 

Messianic faith of the old Hebrew Prophets, 

justice will be triumphant in the world and prejudice against the 

guiltless will cease. 

For more than 1800 years we have been aing-songing the lamenta-

tions and story of persecution. But now, for the first +,ime, there 

comes to all Jews of America a magnificent opportunity. It is the 

first time in Jewish history for 1900 years when the whole Jewish 

world may perchance be free. Before each one of us is the great 

cause of human liberty, and to each'one of us here in America there 

comes the appeal fo� education to this great influence of huna.n li-

terty. How magnificent the thought of Heine is, th1t since the 

Exudus freedom has always spoken with a Re�rew accent! How wonderful 

that interprstation that should kindle in every Jewish heart enthus-

iasm for liberty and bring to every Jewish mind a genuine understand-

ing of what true liberty means! 

One of the great achievements of America, on� of the original 

contributions to human government, is the separation of 0hurch and 

State--is r�ligious liberty atsolutely established among men. 

that 
to "believe; at 
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- - our racial rights ---- ---and our rights

to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. The funda�ental com-

pleteness of our way and conceptio:1 of life are ce:?"tain fundar:1ental 

principles,--the freedom to assemble, freedom of speech and freedom 

of the press. I bid you who think you are champions of freedom,--! 

bid you who think you are champions of the cause of liberty,--I bid 

you, in these war time days, beware of tyranical tendencies; they are 

symptomatic more of autocracy than of democracy. I remind you that 

\he denial of hU!?lan freedom--fresdom of speech, freedom of discussion, 

freedom of the press, freedom to assemble,--like all the other denials 

of klDlaJl1 liberty, have ever been a curse upon hurt1an kind. The Jew in 

America must stand as defender of liberty,- against every encroachnent 

upon civil liberty. The Jew must stand against all injustices, against 

injustices which invade the rights of the Jsw and against injustices 

which invade the rights of every human being, whatever his race, creed 

or color. We .Tews, by our �,ery life through history, are the living 

champions of human freedom. That is 'Nhat __________ �eant, 

Premier of Italy, when he  wrote recently: "I have devoted my public 

life to the de�e�se of religious liberty", and he continues �ith the 

thought wheth'!r it be ,Tew, Catholic or Protestant, matters not; that 

he always conducted his life as a champion of the oppressed and perae-
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cuted. America is one great country in which the Jew has always been 

free. We Jews of America, and our g�andfathers and fathers �orn here 

before us, we Jews have n9ver known anything but freedom, have never 

exverienced oppression. But t:!le Jews of America should =-iot forget out 

of what bondage they and their fathers before them sprung. Scorned 

and reviled, hated, hunted, persecuted and oppressed for 1900 years 

now. Is it any wonder that Russia declared the martyrdoM of t::ie Jews? 

Is it no wonder x X x expressed the belief X x instincts 

of life are sacrificed? Israel, that has withstood twenty centuries 

of oppression, so we are now told by a careful student of our Jewish 

life and conditions, is not no,, imperiled ::,y all civilization. And 

!>? Leroy R�ulyea, an enthusiastic friend of DuMaurier and of Israel, 
--

whose book is ons of the finest contributions to the study of Israel's 

life through the centuries, Leroy Boulyea has declared 

The Jews of America have before them the most glorious oppor-

tunity in history. The Jews of America have before �hem a magnificent 

opportunity. Can we grasp the truth? Can we �e awakened to extend our 
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own life and experience'? Can we see clearly that the .re,,s of America 

will never arid a single page to the life story and record of ,Tewish 

history if they 'be only crlorious because they are powerful as merchant 

nrinces; if they be only glorious as magnates of finance or rulers of 

the market places; if they be only captains of industry? Or if they 

only be leading in the arts and sciences and the music of modern time1 

?his is no new contribution to the thought life or spirit of the 

world. Behind every one of us is an intellectual heritage. Have you 

ever stopped to reason out why the Jews o� the last generation are 

supposed to be gifted with the same new intellectt1al !!lentality--why 

Jews are giftej__ with brains and intellect? It is because of our 

intellectual spirit of the past. It is because thousands of years 

ago our ancient Rabbis declared the scholar takes prsferenoe over the 

king. It is �ecause it was deemed for Israel an honor to ha�e dis-

tinction in lea�ning. 

We Jews in America have a magnificent opportunity here to 

recreate the life of the people under freedom; here to give rebirth 

to all the children of oppression; to reproduce the rebirth under the 

sunshine of freedom. To every Jew in America there comes the sacred 

obligation to live and work honorably; that the people shall sustain 
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it� intellectual interests and power; but, more than that, that the 

people shall te inspired by its spiritual ideals, by its spiritual 

leadership through centuries past. Think you this unreal? Think you 

this cannot be :realized'> Think you it is too abstract, that it cannot 

be visualized" I remind you that t:hroughout this land there have been 

and are now .Tews living as Jews ou,sh t to 1 i ve. And there have 'been 

whole Jewish communities whose spirit was sacred to the cause of 

righteousness, just ice and freedom. And so all Jews in the nation not 

holding themselves separate and distinct, should feel within themselves 

th.at same consecration for liberty, for justice and righteousness, the 

spiritual ideals of ancient Israel. This will tring honor to the name 

of Jew. The world cannot declare thus a Jew lives; that he lives not 

by accident of birth; that he s:hall not cast off hia old heritage and 

deny his birthright; but that a Jew lives tut because he believes in 

the heritage of his fathers. 

Jews are living in ths world today. Jews are living in the 

20th Century in America. ijo more •,vonderful statement could be made 

than that the .Tews, who began their lives 4,000 years ago in Mesopo-

tamia, today are not fossils that must have been dug out of ancient 

�eologica.l strata, tut are alive in the world. If ths 'Nhole of Israel 

were to be destroyed; if not a single Jew were to remain alive, never 
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in ,spite of it woulrt th�re be blotted out the record of the unforget-

Glble and immortal history of the Jewish people. In that immortal and 

unforget�ible history there is one outstanding element: it is religion. 

Ir1 that immortal and unforgetttble history there is one distinctive 

contribution. Th9 Jew had a genius for religion. It was the distinc-

tive �enius of th� ancient people, and through the lo�g years of his­

torytlory and disaster, and through that o:f the long years of suf-

fering and martyrdom, the Jew has stood before mankind a God-intoxicated 

people
>
whose common thought 2500 years ago inqtituted ideals that are 

destined forever to influence human thought and civilization •

The Jews through history and through martyrdom, as a writer 

has most interest�ngly said, i�spired moral a�d spiritual ideas. Then 

when we Jews in America ask ourselves: who :u-e we, and what is our 

problem and what our obligation·; how do ,ve interpret our duty and 

destiny? We do not answer that we are children born here in America. 

We do not answer that we are children of yesterday. W� do not answer 

that we are c:1ildren of our fathers that came. But we do Give ans\-,er 

that the Jews of America are the historic, true-born children of 

Israel of all time, running back to the very source, such as the 

Prophets of ancient 1srael
)
which gave glory to modern thoughts

>
and 

spiritual ideas to.mankind. 

... ,. ....... l?r 
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" 'But the .Tews are alivg today for one supreme purpose. If they 

be not aliv� for that, t!'ley should cease to 'lj9 and �e assimilated 'jy 

the nations nf the world. The Jews ar::, alive today tut fo!" one great 

purpose,--to li-ve out their spi!"'itual ideas, to apply t:ieir spiritual 

ideals and ���al obligations to all th� n9eds ani problems af human. 

society. Tl1.e .Te·.v in moder� life is th? repres,;ntatiYe o•r- th� supremacy 

of the moral law and of the glory or. the moral ideal. Is this an 

opportunity that thrills you" Is this an opportunity that enno'Jles 

your life? Is this an opportunity that glorifies your life" Is this 

an opportunity t:iat grips the imagination of: the young men and women 

of Israel, that we are dedicate1 as a chosen people to the most 

glorious purpose and the !lo bl est ideal, --every .Te\V, everywh'3re, in 

America and over t!le 'Norld,-- +,o 'Je t!le exponent ·)°!: the spiritual, to 

be the exemplar and t!le model X x { Shemai Ytsroail\ 

--that he shall be ever the champion and fighter- for God. 




