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April 29, 1917.

THE PRORLEM OF JUDAISM IN AMERICA.

- W W W B WM W W VW W m e

Will ths Tews of America who are freed from persecution remain

loyal to their Judaism”? Will the Tews of America, who arz a free
peonle--free as they have never teen hefore in the +hole history of
humankind--free to live without restraint and restriction or disabil-
m=2etings

ity--free as to their comminities, their synagogues ansd their tenples,
and free to worship according to their conscience,-~will they remain
loyal to their Judaism? T?at is the problem of Judaism here in free
America. Under a holocaust of oppression, amidst the fires of perse-
cution, the tribeg of Jacob in canturias past were wel@ed into a
peoplz of Israel. 'Inder the aggressiva assaults of the enemy, under
the menace and threat of our persecutors and our opprgssors, Israsl
has always maintained its solidarity. Israelwould not surrender,
neither would it compromise. When the storm raged in its fury, when
the wind blew with fullest might, Tsrael wrapped around itself the
cloak of oppression, and as in the o0ld fable, when sunshine and free-
dom came Israsl was ready to cast aside the cloak altogether.

We of modern Israel are content with our materialism. We of

modern Isra2l, like most in America and like most in the world, live

with a very smug and pleasant materialism. And as a recent writer has
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_said, if the Jew be 1ifted out of his contented materialism, and by

~ means of religion Ye reborn unto a spiritualism of power, he might
make Judaism a vital force. Here, if anywhere, lies the hope of
American Judiasm. Tt is in the recognition of the spiritual. It is
in the pushing of all the material into ths hack-ground. It is in the
Jew understanding himself as a man spiritually,--as a messenger of

appointment

the spiritual appointed by history through long ages and centuries of
suffering and martyrdom. It is %y the Jew hecoming this champion of
the spiritual in this modexzndwdykreason of his spiritual appointment
he bears a spiritual message, that he is ths champion of the spiritual
ideal to a materialistic world.

Shall we interpret our civilization as the thousands to us inter=-
pret it? Shall wa count the accumnulated treasures of civilization
or the achievemants and advancements of the race and
to ke the great architectural monuments which man has reared”? Shall

we account it to be our works of art, our sculpturses and paintings?

Shall we Y%elieve the human monuments 2rected upon these reflect our

cathedrals dedicated to God or padxaces dedicated to kings® Surely
these are not the achievements of the history o€ the race. These are
not tke great treasures of civilization and surely not our own treas-
vres of civilization. These vast acres of factory buildings, these

vast acres of apartment stores, these are
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-noé the treasures of civilization. Thess do not work the highest
" mchaievements of the race to future and advancing ages. The test of
o=
our spiritual civilization will %e in the ideal through which men and
women live truthfully, and they will reveal themselves in the sanctity
of life, the purity of womanhood and th= protection of children.

You ask me the question what do we in this materialistic world
surrounded on all sides »y the influenees of conquering materialism?®
How shall we now conqusr the world's matzrialism”® How shall we put
an end to spirituwal apathy® How shall we waken out of their sleep

those who are in the palls of catharctic indifference?

There are those who bslieve they find :

those who would recreate an Israsl, a religious romanticism, or those

who would put into our 1life the world element. We

of Israel will %e respiritualized. Symbols and ceremonials have their
glory and power. Oustom and tradition and institutions have their

true value. But symbols, ceremonials and customs should not be re-

.l:‘"
ceived or instituted by us unless they appeal to our reason, unless they

accord with our life.

Shall we then have 2 new Jewish revival® Shall we bring into
-y
A,
modern Judaism the spirit of materialism® Shall we play upon the

superstitions of men and women® J thank God every day that through

R
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fth; centuries Tudaism has freed itself more and more from superstition.
,I thank God every day that modern Jews laugh at ths fears of hell and
tremble not at the fears of damnation. They may remember God.
Rut we Jews know that the Jews ars not, that a Jew i3 not, afraid of
God. We believs that our Judaism rmust b2 a rational religion. We
telieve that no religion can endure or will finally endure if it does
not consist of human reason. W2 know that through ages past our
Judaism ras always been under th2 need and necessity of harmonization
with the intellectual judgments of the age. If it could not %e har-
have been
monized it would P& rejected. And Judaism must %e harmonized. If it
cannot be thus harmonized it will %e rejected. This does not mean we
telieve in shifting promises. This does not mean the repeal of
Judaism or that it skhall be surrendered as world opinion changes. 3But
it does mean that ever through the canturles there has been a process
of harmonization,-from the day of Philo and Mamonides to the present
hour. And Judaism cannot live if it %e in contradiction to the true
essence and true discoveries of the human mind. W2 Yelieve a religion
must be a law for living. A religion for living must be our Judaism.
There must be law in the land to which we look forward, and our Judaism

shall te the religion and ideal by which we shall truly 1live. So

that the religion which we %elieve and house of God which we %elieve
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in shall send us back into tne spiritualism of the worlds that in-
spire our idasals, that shall inspire our life and ennoble our con-
duct.

For the first time in the history of the world our Judaism
c&n be actually a religion of freedom,and not a religion of perse-
cution and not a reiigion of martyrdom and not a religion wnose
chief cry is furnishing our unfortunzte brothers so well under the
yoke of tn32 9npraess39r. Our Judaism o9f America in ¢ais 20th Century
should be a ralizion of free-men--freemen side by side with their
fellowmen in the sight of God, and free to worship. The triumph
of Judaism and tne Jew will not be when we get honored witn social
recognition fTrom our fellowman. Social ostracism is not to dewvide

Judaism. By rignht of nistory the Jew is witness not only to the

martyrdom of tne centuries past (ages of 111l will)
but *the Jew is an etarnal witness *t¢ the truth which he inherited
from his father, from lawgiver, seer and sage. That is thne truth
on which w2 fall or stand; that i1s the ideal to which we have con-
secrated our lives.

Hers in America is the Sabbath institution. Yet it must be
confessed witn trutn that there is no Sabbatn in American Israel,

nJ XS
and the Sabhatn prohlem is &&8&t t0 our Judaism. And if Judaism
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shall not re-create for 1itself a 3abbath which it shall keep, wheth-

er 1t be on the 21d seventh day historical Sabbath or whether it be

on Sunday, tae day of rest, then thers will nevar be

Sabbath in Amaerica. Wg cannot continue 1in America with tanils 3Sab-

batn sham and pretence. We cannot continue wita that kind of Sab-

bath whica s92 vitally affects our life 1in Amgrica.

Here 1n America tnaey will disregard the Sabbatn law, and we see tham

on the Sabbath on 4ns streets and 1in public places with open viola-

tion and diswaspact. If the Sabhatn sham and pretence shall con-

tinue through tne next generation as i1t has continued through the

genaration pas3t, it will be ruinous and destructive to the continua-

tion of tne religious life of American Israel. I belisve firmly

that the Jews want a Sabbatn and *he Jews should observe a Sabbath

day. If thay can and will observe i%*t on the 0l1ld historic Sabbath,

let them k349p 1t sacred and holy. If they cannot, thay need a Sab-

batn on soma day of t hea week, a day that shall bring to them a mes-

sage 0f spiritual uplift and exaltation of spirit. We shall be

awakened tQ veligious enthusiasm, and out of the Sabbath shall come

ar intensifying zeal for the othical and moral life. Think you

there 1s anticipation tharefor? Think you that some will insist

upon the law - 3 law, con-

cern themsalyes with exterralities and tnereby save our Judaism?



I ask you, men and women in the world today, men and women face to
‘s face all ovar tnse world, all nations face to face with the supreme
crisis of history, nation after nation plunged into a great con-
flict, millians face to face with d=ath? Those millions are not
concerning themsalves with extaernalities or with XXRMXFAXKXERIAXEXX
principles 2f law; they are not busy witn zenuflactions and do not
concern themselves with things that are fatal. They are thinking
of the vital principles of 1ife, of thne essence of
religicn walich 3nould insplire them in any nour of crisis. These
men, 1f tney follow tihe God of religion, feel when they stand face
to face witn deatn that thay stand in %the presance of God, tnat they
hear the calls of duty

They stand, as tha Poet has written:

"Upon tne great world's altar stairs

"Wa slip tnrough darkness up to God."

Men 1n darkness forget the things of 1life. Men face to face
with deatn forgse% sxtarnalities. Thasy Xnaw +they liva conscious of
& God presant in the world.

How shall we inspire an American Israel with thils spiritual
+ruth and *his spiritual i1deal? American Jews are ignorant of thelir

own Judalsm. American Jews know not wnat contribution Jews nave

made t0 the tnought and civilization connec*ed with the world of
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of. humdnkind. It must be confessed that the American Jews do not

have an appraciation of their noble Jewish heritage. We are zll
Master

giving ourselves to the work of the undser *the externalities =

Men and woman refuse delikerately to enter the temple,

save at rare intervals to hee=haw at us. They refuse our spoken

message. NoO* alane that, they are unready to read the printed word.

They care not now many & minister has given his 1life to this cause

end how many a minister nas fallen bravely in the fight,-as bravely

as men who fight on the field of battls.

Thiﬁé;ery day one of our leaders of American Israel, who has
been in tha good figh* more than a gquarter of & centurx)this day 1xm
lies cdead and buried with honor and glory. He 1s a vic¢im fellen
in the figat. He gave his life inatantly to awaken Americen Israel
to a consciousness of thet truth which has been burning in every
breast -~ waich should rot need a Jewish teacher or preacher,-
which should no* neesd & prophet to teach Israel t*the glory and truth
of dts anclemst herditage.r = ==-=-==-- the age that
Judalsm 1s false t9 its history = =-c--- : is the
regular spir»it which geave the Jew 1life and distinction.

Oh, that we might¢ become conscious of the glory of our being?
Oh, that we would know ourselves spiritually as a people whose lives

are ennobled by our spirituality and who have been teaching the
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‘sﬁifit of our religion, find ourselves uplifted by *he principles

of our faith! We Jews, by right of history, are the champions of
the moral law--the moral law superior to ordinances and statutes

and judgments. Yes, *he moral law, superior to the ordinences of
cities, supsrior to the statutes of the state, superior to the judg-
ment of the court. As a recant writer has said: "And then we saw
that the ideal of righteousness .was not an automatic, inevit-
&ble end, but that 1t had been thought as a punishment to keep

life in the worlé."

Conguering nations 1lika “gypt, Assyria and Rome had
trempled it under foot. The Alexanders &nd Caesars of Rome had
invested might at least
had faded from sight. The Alexanders and Caesars and Napoleons had
invested might with a glory so that the moral idea for & time had
faded from signt. Are there no 2amxaxx Alexanders, no Caesars,
\end ro Napolsons ir this Twentieth éentury of freedom? Are there
no Alexanders, no Caesars, no Napoleons who are agailr investirg the
doctrine of might with glory, so tnat the moral idea sinks down into
nothingness ? 2XxXxrEXNEXBXARRXTBXXthBxXmBraxxxax Dare we stand
A

for the moral law, for the ideal, in face of this doctrine of might

which has &bsorbaed tha minds of men? I4 135 the helghth of our
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Judaism, which we dare ‘o proclaim to America, and which America
" >

dares to proclalm %0 nations.

Rut our Judaism stands supreme and stsadfast, ever pronouncing its

doctrine of appeal to righteousness, ever speaking its protest

agailnst wrong and injustice, ever in the midst of darkness daring

to foster the Judaism bearing within it the passion for justice,

which 1s the nops of mankind, and endeavoring to XmxxX XxxxXx instill

that passion for justice irnto the form and 1life and spirit of

America. America should be to

®

mankind the understanding of justice and righteousness.

Our Judaism in America makes and proclaims the fight for
human brotharhoad. Oh, what a mockery! Human hrotherhood, when
we know s wall that the spirit of narrowness still rules in the
hearts of men! Human brotherhood, when we are conscious, in spite
of the teachings of &all the religlorns and creeds,
Human brothnerhood, when We know S0 Well that brotherhood 1s not
-understood and that brotherhood is not a reality here in America

& and among the great nations! Strange o0 ur &apprecliation of numan
brotherhood! Absurd our very human brotherhood =-- to proclaim

’ But :F
brotharhood to men gone mad. ﬂuyhit is in accord with our Judaism,=
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our Judaism which never dispairs,=--1if God beAgaix of the world, then

"all men and all nations are entitled to proof. Therefore Judaism
would teach the lesson of spiritualism, Judaism canno* be dominated
ty the spirit of spiritualism. We cannot exalt ourselves with racial
glory.

We know that ths future of the JTew and.Judaism riust %e in the
great world and not in any land, whether it %e the lloly Land that
tears the nams of Palestinet;:a thousand times more 1ife and power
will there %e in our Terusalem if we
and with all the might and earnestness at my command T would protest
and drive home the truth--protest against their insistence, %ut drive
home the conception of our Judzism hsre in America, and that we do not

one '
live in exile 3Inmyximxzex in the,land that zives us freedom and that we
surely are not in exile here in America, - - - and that we firmly
telieve that here in America it is possible to live our Jewish 1life
as Judalsm ouzht to be lived.
It was no chancs, no accident, that out of the o0ld prayer book
P there was stricken the prayers for the YMessiah. It was no accident

that former generations rejected the prayers for the Messiah and re-

tuilding of the Temple. It was “ecause they had learned to underatand
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“ihat surer doctrine of faith in the coming of the Messianic age. Mot
’;ﬁ?alone Jewry, “ut the whole world is looking forward to the future
coming of a Messiah which shall %e th2 fulfillment of the KHessianic
ideals, which will te taken to %e the coming Messianic age. Our
Judaism must %e not for Israel alone, and surely not for Palestine

alone. Its prsaching and ideals must %e for all nations of thes world.

The English Matthew Arnold (insert quotation)

And the American Judge exalts and culminates his

thougktwith this magnificent phrase: "Israel's ideal of justice has
-
taken possession of the human mind."
and

The Tews ef Americaand the modern nations all of
them are under ths spell of a dominant materialism. JTews are material-
isticy America is materialistic, and the whole world as we know it
today is materialistic. Thousands are %elievers in the doc*trine of

might rather than in the doctrine of right, and the Jews in America

need a spiritual rebirth under a spirituwal 1ife and leadership.which

will give soms true and real 1ife and power to this cry that is ringing

gthrough all the land that there shald %2 liberty for all people and

ralexd
all nations; that there shall %2 justice for men and nations, and at

world-wide human world-wide human

last 8.)\ WO F It x W SRR X xR HRRER Spirit ’ aAWMR brotherhOOd'
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xne;e will not %e liherty for races and peoples, there will not be

‘ﬂgﬁgustice for me2n and nations, there cannot %e a world-wide human spirit

and world-wide human “rotherhood %inding together nation and nation,
until we learn tﬁe doctrine of right--until might is thrown into the
dark tackground of this philosophy of materialism--until we know our-
selves appointes by our history to %e spiritual teachers, spiritual
messengers with this spiritual firs that shall kindle Judaiszm in
America--kindle America also, and through America kindle the nations

of the world.





