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April 29, 1917. 

THE -PROBLEM OF JUDAISM I� AMERICA. 

Will the Tews of America who are freed from persecution remain 

loyal to their Judaism? Will the Jews of America, who 3.Te a free 

people--free as t11.ey have never been before in t11.e whole history of 

humankind--free to live vdthout restraint and restriction or disabil­

msetings 
ity--free as to their com.�!:S'lities, their sy�agogues an� their tenples, 

and free to worship according to t:ieir conscience,-.. ...,ill they remain 

loyal to their Judaism? That is the problem of ,Tudaism here in free 

America. Under a holocaust of oppression, amidst the fires of perse-

cution, the tribes of Jacob in canturias past were welded into a 

people of Israel. TJnder the aggres�ive assaults of the enemy, under 

the menace and threat of our persecutors and our opprssaors, Israel 

has always maintained its solidarity. Israelwoul1 not surrender, 

neither would it compromise. When the storm !"aged in its fury, when 

the wind blew with fullest might, Israel wrappe-1 around itself the 

cloak of oppression, and as in the old fable, when sunshine and free-

dom came Israel was ready to cast aside th9 cloak altogether. 

We of modern Israel are content with our materialism. We of 

modern Israel, like most in America and like most in the world, live 

with a very smug and pleasant materialism. And as a recent writer has 



J..- i 
said, if th9 Jew be lifted out of his contented materialism, and by 

means of religion "'Je reborn unto a spiritualism of power, he might 

�ake Judaism a vital force. Here, if anywhere, lies the hope of 

American Judiasm. It is in the recognition of the spiritual. It is 

in the pushing o:£.' all th� material into the back-ground. It is in the 

Jew understanding himself as a man spiritually,--as a messenger of 

appointment 
the spiritual appointed ?Y history through long ages and centuries of 

suffering and martyrdom. It is by the Jew "becoming this cha.I!l-pion of 

the spiritual in t..�is modeundwoykreason of his spiritual appointment 

he bears a spiritual message, that he is the champion of th3 spiritual 

ideal to a materialistic world. 

Shall we interpret oµr civilization as the thousands to us inter-

pret it? Shall we count the accur.nnulated treasures of civilization 

or the achievements and adirancements of t he race and 

to be the great architectural monunents which man has reared9 Shall 

we account it to be our ,vorks of art, our sculptures a.nd paintings? 

Shall we believe -the human monu.'1lents erecte:i upon these reflect our 

cathedrals de1icated to God or palaces dedicated to kings? Surely 

these are not the achievements of the history o� the race. These are 

not the great treasures of civilization and surely not our own treas-

ures of civilization. 'I'hese vast acres of factory buildings, these 

vast acres of apartment stores, these are 
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•not the treasures of civilization. Thes9 do not work the highest

chaievements of ths race to future and advancing ages. 'i:'he test of

our spiritual civilization will be in the ideal through which men and

w omen live truthfully, and they will reveal themselves in the sanctity

of life, the purity of womanhood and th� protection of children.

You ask me the question what do we in this materialistic world 

surrounded on all sides by t:.ie influences of conquering materialism?

How s1:all we now conquer the world' a r.aaterialism9 How shall ,ve put 

an end to spiritual apathy9 How shall we waken out of their sleep 

those who are in the palls of catharctic indifference? 

There are those who believe they find 
·------------

those who would recreate an Israsl, a raligic>us romanticism, or those 

who would put into our life the world element • _______ , ___ We 

of Israel will be respiritualized. Symbols and ceremonials have their 

glory and power. Custom and tradition and institutions have their 

true value. �ut symbols, ceremonials and customs should not be re-

.(. 

cei ved or ins ti tu tad by us unless t:1ey appeal to our, ·reason, unless they 

accord with our life. 

8hall we then have � new Jewish revival? Shall we bring into 

I, 
modern Judaism the spirit of materialism? Shall we play upon t�e 

superstitions of men and wornen9 I thank God every day that through 



,the centuries Judaism has freed itself more and more from superstition. 

I thank God every day that modern Jews laugh at the fears of hell and 

tremble not at the fears of damnation. They may remember God. 

But we Jews know that the Jews are not, that a Jew is not, afraid of 

God. We beliave that our Judaism must bs a rational religion. We 

believe that no religion can endure or will finally endure if it does 

not consist of human reason. We know that through ages past our 

Judaism has always been under th� need and necessity of hamonization 

with the intellectual jud�ents o� the age. If it could not be har­

have been 
monized it would...._49,e. rej acted. And ,Judaism must 'be harmonized. If 1 t 

cannot be thus harmonized it will te rejected. This does not mean we 

believe in shifting promises. This does not mean the repeal of 

Judaism or that it s�all be surrendered as world opinion changes. But 

it does mean that ever t!'lrough the centuries there has been a process 

of harmonization,-from th':? day of Philo and Mamonides to the present 

hour • .And Judaism cannot live if it 'be in contradiction to the true 

essence and true discoveries of the human mind. Wr:3 believe a religion 

must be a law for living. .4 religion for living must be our Judaism. 

There must be law in the land to which we look forward, and our Judaism 

shall be the religion and ideal by which we shall truly live. Ro 

that the religion which we believe and house of God which we believe 
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in shall se�1 us back into t�e spi�itualism of the worlds that in-

· spire our id�als, that shall inspire our lite and ennoble our con-

duct. 

Fo ... t:'l� first time in the history of the worl,d our Judaism 

can be actually a religion of freadom�and not a religion of perse-

cution and n�t a religion of martyrdom and not a religion whose 

chief cry is furnishing our unfortunate brothers so well under the 

yoke of t.i.13 !l!Jp".'"�SS•lr. Our Judaism of America in tnis 20th Century 

should be � religion of free-men--freemen side by side with their 

fellowmen in t�'le sigh t of God, and free to worship. The triumph 

of Judaism and t�� Jew will not be �hen we get honored with social 

recognition from OU!' fellowman. Social ostracism is not to de�ide 

Judaism. By right of hi3tory the Jew is witness not only to the 

martyrdom or thq centuriee past (ages of ill will) 

but +he Jew is an eter-nal witness to the truth which he inherited 

from his fathe�, from lawgiver, seer and sage. That is the truth 

on which W3 fall or stand; tnat is the ideal to which we hav� con-

secrated ou� liv9s. 

Hei-•3 in America is t:'le Sabb a th institution. Yet 1 t must be 

confessed with t"."utn t·riat there is no Sabbati1 in Amer-ican Israel, 

'\I:,:-� 
and the Sabbath problem is� to our Judaism. And it Judaism 
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shall not re-create fo� itself a Sabbath which it shall keep, wheth-

er it be on tne ?ld sev�nth day historical Sabbath or whether it be 

on Sunday, t�9 day of rest, then there will nev8r be _______ _ 

Sabbath in A�9rica. We cannot co�tinue in America with this Sab-

bath sham and pretence. We cannot continue wi t:n that kind of Sab-

bath which s� vitally affects our life in America. 

Here in America t�-i13y will disregard the Sabbath law, and we see them 

on the Sabbath on the streets and in public places with op�n viola-

tion and disr�dp�ct. If the Sabbath sha� and pretence shall con-

tinue through tn� next generation as it has continued through the 

generation paat, it will be ruinous and destructive to the continua-

tion of tne r�ligious life of American Isr�bl. I believe firmly 

that the Jews wa!lt a Sabbath and the Jew:. should observe a Sabbath 

day. If t:'l'iY can and will obae�vP. it on thA old hls toric Sabbath, 

let them k�1p it sac�ed �nd holy. If they cannot, they need a Shb-

bath on som'9 day oft he week, a day that shall bring to them a mes-

sage of spiritual uplift and exaltation of spi:?"it. We shall he 

awakened to �eligious enthusiasm, and out of the Sabbath shall come 

an intensifying zeal for the ethical and moral lite. Think you 

there is an�icipatlon therefor? Think you that some will insist 

upon the la,. )- ) J la.w, con-

cern thems3lv�s �1th ext�rnaliti'9S and tnereby save our Judaism? 



• 

·1-
I ask you, men and women in the world today, men and women face to

face alt 011er til'9 world, 111 l nsi t ions face to face with the supreme 

crisis of history, nation after nation plunged into a great con-

flict, milli?ns fac� to face With daath? Those millions are not 

c('nc�rning th':}ms�lves 1lfith externalities or with xuqaxxxxxi:Jlx11xx 

principles i)t' law; they are not busy with genuflections and do not 

concern themselves wi�h things that are fatal. Th9y are thinking 

of the •ital principles of life, of the essence of 

religion whiah ahould i�spire tham in any hour of crisis. These 

men, if th':ty follow the God of religion, feel when they stand facl! 

to face wlt� death that they stand in th� presence of God, that they 

hear the calls •:>f duty 

They stand, as t�� Poet has written: 

"Upon the great world's altar stairs 

11V/e slip t:nrough da-rkness up to God."

Men in darkn9ss forget the things of life. Men face to facd 

with death forget sxtqrnalitias. 'l?hay lcn1:>w th�y lilf/3 conscious of 

a God present in thA world. 

How s:iall we inspi �c an American Israel with this spiritual 

• truth and this spiritual ideal? American Jews are ignorant of their

own Judaism. American Jews know not what contribution Jews have

made to the tho 11ght and cilfilization connected with the world of
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� crf, huminkind. It must be confessed that the American Jews do not 
.. 

... 
have an ap:p!"9ciat.ion of their noble Jewish heritage. We are all 

Master. 

giving ourselves to the vrork of the undeY- t.he external! ties 
;'\> -

Men B.I'ld wom•3!l refuse deliberately to enter the temple, 

save at rare interva ls to hee•haw at us. They refuse 0 11r spoken 

message. No� alone that, they are unready to read the printed word.

They care not ·r1ow many a minister has given his life to this cause 

and how many a minister h_as fallen bra-vely in the fight, -as bravely 

as men who fight on the field of battle.

This very day one of our leaders of American ls!"ael, who has 

a been in the good fight more than a quarter of a century this day xi• 
.,) 

lies dead and buried with honor and glory. He is a vic�im f�llen 

in the fight. He gave his life instantly to awaken American Israel 

to a conscio-usness of t.he,t truth which has be en burning in every 

breast -- which should �ot need a Jewish teacher or preach.er, -

which should not ne0d a prophet to teach Israel the glory and truth 

. or its ancient heritage. -------- the age that 

Judaism 1s f3.lse to its history is the 

regular spirit which gave the Jew life and distinction . 

• 

Oh, t11.�t wg might become conscious of the glory of our being� 

Oh, that we would know oursel-y-es spiritually as a people whose lives 

are ennobled b.- 'l11l:' spirit.uality and who have been teaching the 
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.. spirit of 0•1� religion, find ourselves uplifted by thl:l principles 

of our faith? We Jews, by right of history, are the champions of 

the moral law--th9 moral law superior to ordinances and statutes 

and judgments. Yes, the mor6.1 law, superior to the ordinances of 

cities, superior to the statutes of the state, superior to the judg� 

men+ of �he court. 

that the ideal 

As a recent writer has said: "And then we saw 

of righteousness .was not an automatic, inevit-

s.ble end, but tna.t it. had been thought as a punishment to keep 

11 re in th"' ·,vorld." 

Conque�ine :1«1.tions lilrn �gypt, Assyria and Rome had 

trnmpled it �nde� foot. The Alexanders and Caesars or Rome had 

invested migbt at least 

had faded from sight. The Alexanders and Caesars and Napoleons had 

invested might with a glory so that the moral idea for a time had 

faded from sight. Are there no taaaaxa Alexanders, no Caesars, 

\and r.o Napoleons in this Twentieth Century of freedom? Are there

no Alexanders, nQ Caesars, no Napoleons who are again investing the 

doctrine of might with glory
j 

so that the moral idea sinks down into 

nothingness ? ixxilunxw:ax�xaJUlx1J1%Xxux■•xrlxxJDr Dare we stand 
• 

for the moral law, for the ideal, in face of this doctrine of might 

which has absorb�1 th'3 :ninda of men? I� is t�a heighth of our 
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Judaism, which w� dare �o proclaim to America, and which America 

dares to proclaim �o nations. 

But our Judaism stands supreme and steadfast, ever pronouncing its 

doctrine of appeal to righteousness, ever speaking its protest 

against wrong and injustice, ever in the midst of darkness daring 

to foster th� Judaism bearing within it the passion for Justice, 

which is tae hop� of mankind, and endeavoring to xutt x•stx instill 

that passion for justice into the form and lite and spirJt of 

America. America should be to 

mankind the understanding of justice and righteousness. 

Our Judaism in America makes and proclaims the fight for 

human brot�1arh0-1d. Oh, 111hat a mockery! HUMan brt}therhood, when 

we know so well that the spirit of narrowness still rules in the 

hearts of men! Human brotherhood, when we are conscious
)

in spite 

of t.he teachings of all the religlons a.TJd creeds
...,

Human brotherhood, when we know so well that brotherhood is not 

· underst.ood a!'ld that brotherhood is not a reality here in America

• and among th� great nations! Strange o ur. appreciation of human

brotherhood? Absurd our �ery human brotherhood to proclaim 

brotherhood to men gone mad! 
8u;e 11; 

�
�tis in accord with our Judaism,-
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our Judai_sm which never disr)airs, --if God be l\\:f.a:ix of the world, then

all men and all nations are entitled to proof. Therefore Judaism 

would teach t�� lesson of spiritualism, Judaism cannot be dominated 

by the spirit of spiritualism. We cannot exalt ourselves with racial 

glory. 

We know that the future of the Jew and Judaism must 'be in the 

great world and not in any land, whether it 'be the Holy Land that 

bears the name of Palestine,xa thousand times m�re life and power

will there be in our Jerusalem if we 

and with all the might and earnest!less at my command I would protf3st 

and drive home the truth--protest against their insistence, bu+. drive 

home the concept ion of our .Tun �dsm h�re in A!!lerica, and that we do not 

one 
live in exile XJl12(XiVJ.��x in theAland that gives us freedom and that we

surely are not in exile here in America, - - - and that we firmly

believe that �ere in America it is possible to live our �ewish life 

as .Judaism ought to be li ,,ed. 

It was no chance, no accident, that out of the old prayer book 

• there was stricken the prayers for the !fossiah. It was no accident

that former �enerations rejected the prayers for the Messiah and re-

building of the Te�le. It was because they had learned to understand 
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. that surer doctrine of faith in the coming of the Messianic age. Not 

alone ,Jewry, :.ut the whole world is looking forward to the future 

coming of a Messiah which shall be the fulfillment of the Messianic 

ideals, which will be taken to be the coming �essianic age. Our 

Judaism must be not for Israel alone, and surely not ior Palestine 

alone. Its preaching and ideals must be for all nations of the world. 

The English Matthew Arnold (insert quotation) 

And the American Judge_______ exalts and culminates his 

trought"with this :magnificent phrase: "Israel's ideal of justice has 

taken possession of the human mind." 

and 
The Jews� America ,and the modern �ations all of 

them are under the spell of a dominant materialism. Jews are material-

is tic.., .Amer-ica is materialistic, ::tnd the whole world as we know it 

today is materialistic. Thousands a:·e believers in the doc-t;rine of 

might rather than in the doctrine of right, and the Jews in America 

need a spiri�ual rebirth under a spiritual life and leadership.which 

will give some true and real life and power to this cry thnt is ringing 

through all the land that there shal� �e liberty for all people and 

;t,/U.R)d 

all nations; that there shall be justice fo� nen and nations, and at 

world-wide hu.�an world-wide human 
last a ti:f��x�lx�� spirit, a

A
�R brotherhood,

)\ 
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ihere will not be liberty for races and peoples, there will not be 

justice for men and nations, there cannot be a world-wide human spirit 

and world-\dde human trotherhood binding togethe!" nation and nation
,)

until we learn the doctrine of right--until might is thrown into the 

dark background oi this philosophy of materialism--until we know our-

selves appointe� by our his�ory to be spiritual teachers, spiritual 

messengers with this spiritual fire that shall kindle JudaiGm in 

America--kindle America also, and through America kindle the nations 

of the world. 

•




