THE JACOB RADER MARCUS CENTER OF THE

AMERICAN JEWISH ARCHIVES

MS-53: Moses J. Gries Papers, 1850-1934 (bulk 1890-1930).
Series D: Sermons and Addresses, 1893-1917, undated.

Box Folder ltem
4 7 28

“The President and the Czar,” 1905 March 5.

For more information on this collection, please see the finding aid on the
American Jewish Archives website.

3101 Clifton Ave, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220
513.487.3000
AmericanJewishArchives.org



March 5th., 1905.

THE PRESIDENT AND THE CZAR.

Yesterdey, according to historic custom, Theodore Ru.sevelt was lneuguraied
as President ¢of ilic Unlied States &nd mede the enthusiestic scclaim of the people.
In far distant Russia is elso heard the noise of the multitude = tis the murmuring of the
millions in protest aguinst the power of the Czar, many &sking abdication cf hia absolute
authority. The Czar hesitates to grant power to the people, fearing the destruetion
of his governuent. The President accepts power ficw une nanas of tne people, tue sure
foundation ct tne guvernment. In Russia, rulers have changed from tine t® time, 'mid
scenes of blood. The Czar Nicholes has been sentenced 10 death by the court of the rev-
olutioneries snd lives in fear of tao hour of execution. Presidents, 100, have changed.
They have surrendered power elmost sbsolute. What & contrast! At ths commend of the
people, without the striking of e single blow, or the shedding of a singie drop of blood.
Russie end Americe, the despotism snd the demooracy beer & strong resemblence to one
another. The resexblence is physicel. They are the two greatest countries, in extent
of territory end in number of populatiom. Russiz has ite one-hundred &nd thirty millions
plus, America its eighty millions plus. Russia extends fram the Baltic Seek to tune
Black Sea and elmost to the Mediterraneam. It spans the continent of Europe, and across
ths continent of Asie it reeschnes from the Baltic Sea and the Arctic Oceesn in thns west and
north, eastward to the Pacifice The United States spens the Americar continent from our
northern sees, the great inland lakes to our Mediterra;ean, the Gulf ot Mexico. It reach
es &cross the continent, from oceen to ocean, from the Atlentic weetward to the Pacific.
The likeness is physical only. Russie and America, the despotism and the dsmocracy in
¢l) other respects are thorouglly unlike. Here is peace &nd prosperity, joy &nd happi=-

A ness; there is war and sorrow, confusion &énd fear, missry snd want.
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Theodore Roosevelt, the president of the United States, has had unususal
tfaining in the school of politics. He is unususlly experienced in public edministra-
tion. More than other men he knows intimately the arts end ways of government. He is
a strong personnlity, strong physically, full of the enthusiasm and onergy of youth and
of the mature strength ¢f merhood, endowed with the Americen spirit end the American
cepecity to do and accomplish things.Strong intellectuslly, educated in the schoole of
learning, educated elgo in ths harc and practiicel school of life; strong, also, of
spirit - of soui esrnest, of character clean &nd upright. He is & typical American,

e acn through end through, in body end brein, in heart and soul. Never, in ell the his=-
tory of America, was there one better prepared to meet the hipgh obligations of the
presidency. The president is known of £ll men. ilis life, his record, his cherecter -
ere known to uns'all.

And the Czar; who knows him? What is his life, his record end his charac-
ter? He is strong, says one. He is weak, says another. He is determined znd self-willed

MHe is vacillating =nd pliant to every influence. He is despot. He is r weak .Mystic.
He is tyrent. He is tool. “Nicholas the 2nd. is his own mester end iz himself enswer=-
able fcr his men z2nd measures.” “Nicholas the 2nd. is subservient to the grand dukes
and the royel fsmily and the Holy Procuratcr, Pobiedonostseff. ﬁis is the pguiding hend
and his the ruling spirit. He is kept in jgnoranes ¢f the concditions of his owr. lend
snd people. AbsOlute monerch, seys one; powerless, says snother.

Krnow the misary of ‘he peesantry. Understend 4he politicel corruptiore
end oppressions, the greft and the bribery which fill the land. Read ths horrible
story of the religious outrages and persecutions egeinst the Jews, hut not tha Jews only
but eiso the Lutherasns and the Armeniens &nd the Romen Cathelics and the exiled
Doukhobors. Bursaucratic oppression, vivience, arbitrury rule, impoverishment of
the people, violation of freedom of tha narson end freedom of thought and of conscisence,
conc¢itions no+ to be endured. This is tne language, not of agitators and Nihilists,

"%f revolutionists end terrorists; thess sre the phrases of the petition for represente-

tive gcvernment, in the newe of the nobles of a greet province,
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Some hundreds of thousands of men ere on strike and without employment. Thousands of
Dtudents have rebellsd against governmentel oppression, =nd tha professors have joined
with the students, and universities are closed. The workmen and the students have joined
forces in thelr demonstration against the goOvermmnent and the peasants are being roused
from their lethargy. The best minds and the best souls of Russia are in revolt. Russia's
truest patriots ers in exile, or if st home live under suspicion. Thero is no freedom
of speech and no freedom of the press. 0Oas huadred and fifty Russian editors havas signed
e memorial to the throne, but of necessity it was published in a foreign and not a Rus=-
sian periodical; The press, so mighty in America, is censored and cosrced, snd if not
submissive, is suppressed, and the voice ¢f the people, if it be lifted in appeal or
srotest is silenced withi a knout oi the Ccesack, or the people are shot dewn in cold
blood in the streets. Therefore there is revolutionary method in Russia and force is
used ageinst the force of the govermment. The governiuent will not give ettontion t0 ree-
socn and refuses to heer the gppeal for justice. Voa Plehve, Governor General Bobrikov
a;nd Grand Duke Serge wers the "spostles of force". By force were they destroyed. They
waere the best hated men in Russia. The nation does not mourn their loss.
It is declared upon Russisn authority that sutocrscy is the best form of
government for the Russien people. Despotism may be {i{hse ideal foegm of gowarniment if
the despot be ideal. Unfortunately, despots are rarely ideal. But Russia still believes
in the divine ripght of kings, a docirine banished from America by the war of the
Revolution. The Czar is hsad of the state and head of the church, a combingtion in his-
tory productive ofjphe worst evils to the human race; Russia may not be reedy fcr gov-
orangent cthor theﬁfabsolute despotism, bul no atiempt is baing made to prepare the people
There is no popular educatiom. The right of asssubly is denied. An nonest free press
is impossible. Men plesd for freedom to feel and 10 think and to spesk. What a contrest
with America. ' In Auaerica, the leaders end representatives of the working people
‘.discuss our nationsl problams with the atlest in %the land, and they have no need to be
ashaned. ©Semuel Gompers and Jchn iiitchel sit sids by side with our greatest ceptains

of industry gnd with our most distinguished educators, Presiden%ﬂcnd President ‘iadley.,
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Thers ars wen in Russis, men with courage end with noble ideclism, fii to be.leaders
of the people. Men, as Albart Shaw hes seid, as ready for self-government as any
in the world.

If you would know the Czar, réed, in the November “Cemtury® Andrew D. Whito's
judgment of MNichblas the 2nde In the time of his youth, as heir to the throne, indiff-
srent to the misery of a famine strieken psople. In his manhood, as Czar of all ths
Russias, giving answer to the eppeal of oppressed workingmen' of a still mors wretahed
peasantry, with "Yes, I know, I know." ‘

Ths President of the United States derives power f{rom the people. He lives
and rules within the constitution. The Czer ¢f the Russian empire clsims power as

- an inkerltence and as an appointment from God., He may grant, eraciously or ungreciously,

voluntarily, or under compulsiom, privilege and freedom and human rights to his
unfortunate millions.

B Megnificent the opportunity of Czar Nicholas the 2nd. Mors than Alexander
the 2nd. he might prove himself the emencipator of the serfs. He has opportunity to be-
coms the liberator of millions, shackled by misery as oppressive as slavery. He hes
opportunity to reveal himself worthy of NMicholas the Idealist, who would have ended the
wars of nations and led mankind to peace.

America hee hed greet presidents, great rulers, who served their country
greatly, unselfish men, seeking the true welfare of the people. Nay Theocores Poosevelt
stand true to the noblest traditions cf tha Axmerican presidency, and wmay the Czar
Mickolss tha 2nde. prove nimself true and worthy tc be the ruler c¢f willions of men.

Ylashirngton, the President, was oelled the Father of his Country. Mev Nicholas prove

himgelf the "Liitle Father®™ tc the millions of Russia.
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