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March 5th.• 1905. 

THE PRESIDENT AND THE CZAR. 

Yesterday, e.ccording to historic custom, Theodore Roi.lsevelt was ineugura-te<i 

as President of the Uni t.ed Statea and made the enthusiastic acclaim of the people. 

In fflJ" cliatantRussia is el.so heard the noise of the multitude ... tis the murmuring of the 

millions in protest against the power of the Czar, msny asking abdication of his absolute 

authority. The Caar hesitetes to grant power to the people, fearing the destruction 

oi his gover.nment. The President accepts power frc.w. ti1e uan<is of the people, the sure 

foundation cf �ne government. In Russia, ruler� ha,e changed from time t• time, 'mid 

acenee of l>lOOII. The Czar Nicholas has been sentenced to death by the court of the rev• 

olutionariee end lives in fear of tho hoi1r of execution. Presidents, too, have changed. 

-;-- They have- surrendered power almost "lrbeolute. -Ynat"'a- aontrast! At-the 0011111,aut-of- the-

people, without the striking of e. Bingle blow, o� the shedding of a single drop of blood. 

Russitl �nd America., the despoti6Il1 8lld the damoors.cy bear a strong resembbnce to one 

another. The resemblmce is physical.. They are the two grea.teet countri•• in extent 

of territor)r (!.nd in nw:iber of populaU.O�. Russia has its one-hundred f"md thirty millions 

plus, America its eighty millions plua. Russia extends frQm the Bal tic Sea to the 

Black Sea and almost to the Mediterranean. It spans the continent of Europe, and across 

the continent of Asia it re�ches from the Baltic Sea and tae Arctic Ocean in the west and 

north• eastward to  the Pacific. The Uni t.ed State• f!lpe.ne the American continent from our 

northern eeea, the great inlmd lekea to our Mediterranean, the Gulf of Mexico. It reach 

es -across the continent* from oce�n to oeemi, from the AtlMtic weetw&ro to the Pacific. 

The likeness is physical only. Russin and America, the •e91>0tism and the democracy in 

nll other respects are thoroufrhly Wllike. Here is peace e.nd proeperity, joy end happi-

� ness, there is war and sorrow, contusion 6.nd fear.,;<ai•lll'f and want. 
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Theodore Roosevelt• tho preaident of t.l:i e United State•, has had unusual 

•
treining in the school of politics. He is unususily experienced in public administra­

tion. ¥ore then other men he knows intimately the arts end ways of goverlllllent. Ha is

a strong personality, strong physically, full 0£ the enthusiasm El!ld energy of youth �nd

of the mature strength of rue.mood, endowed with the American spirit e.nd the Amerioan

C6.pE:Lcity to do and accomplish things.Strong intellectually, educated in the schools of

leuning, educated elso in the har� and prac�ice.l school or life; st�ong, also, of

spirit - of soiil e£ixnest, of character cle-,n f.nd upright. He is a typieeJ. American•

a .::ien throu,i:h and through, in body end brain, in heart a.nd soul. A'ever, in e-11 the his­

tory of America, was there one better prepared to meet the high obligations of the

presidency. The president is known of ell men. His life, his record, his character -

are known to us·'ell •

.And the Czar; who knows him! What is his life, his record end his charac­

ter! Hs is strong, says one. He is weak, says another. He is deterniinoo t:nd self-willed 

.Mie is vacill$ting �nd pliant to every influence. He is despot. He is a weak Mystic. 

He is tyrent. He is tool. •Nicholas the 2nd. is his ovm master end ia himsalf answer­

able for his men and .measures.• 11Nieholas the 2nd. is subservient to the grand dukes 

end the roye.1 family end the Holy Procurator, Pobiedono•teeff. His is the guiding hand 

and his the ruling spirit. He is kept in j:gnoranoo of the conrlitions of his own lo.nd 

end people. Absolute QOne.rch, snys one; powerless, says another. 

Know the misery of th,e pee.santry. Understand the politied corrupt.ions 

&nd oppressions, tho graft and the bribery which fill the land. Read ths horrible 

story of the religious outrages and persecutions a.geinst th-:, Jews, but not tha Jews only 

but e.lao the Lutherans and the Armenians &rid the Roman Catholics and the exiled 

Doukhobors. Bt1raaucratic oppression, viol,:mce, arbitrary rule, ililpOver:tshment of

the poople, violation of freedom of th� r�rson FJ?d freedom of thought and of conscience, 

conditions not to be endured. This is the language, not of _agitators l'.nd Nihilists,

•of revolutionists and ter:!orbt.,s; these arA the phrases of the peti i.ion for repre.senta­

tivG government, in the name of the nobles of a greet'province.
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Same hlmclrede of thousands of men ere on strili:e Md without employment. Thousands of 

_ utleat■ have rebelled against eoverrunente.l pppre�sion, ,md the professors have joined 

with the students, and universities are dloeed. Tht workmen and the students have joined 

forces in thei� demonstration against the e<>vernment and the peasants are being roused 

from thoir lethargy. The best minds and the best souls of Russia are in revolt. Russia's 

trueat patriots are in exile, or if at home live under suspicion. Thoro is no freedom 

of speech and no freedom of the press. One b,1,t.1dred and fifty Russian editors h fl'/e sizned 

a memorial to the throne, but of necessity it was published in a foreign and not a Rue.,..,. 

sian.periodical. The press, so miehty in America, is censored and coero-4• �d if not 

submissive, is suppres■ed, and the voice of �he people, if it be lifted in appeal or 

;rote•t is silenced with a knout of ths Co&aacJ, or the people are shot down in cold 

blood in the streets. Therefore there is revolutionary method in Russia and force is 

used age.inst the force of  the government. The goYernment will not give attention to rea­

son a.ad refuses to hoer the eppeal for juetice. Von Plehve, Governor General Bobrikov 

a.nd Grand Duke Serge wer8 the •apostle■ of foroe•. By force were they de■troyed. They

wBre the be■t hated men in Ru■•ia. Tho nation doee not mourn their los••

It i8 declared upon Ru�sian authority that �.ntocracy is tho be■t form of 

�overnasnt for the Rus■iM people. Despotism may be th-.:, ideal tona of gOW-1"nment if 

the deapot be ideal. Unfortunately, despots are raro�y ideal. But Rus■ia ■till believe■ 

in the divine right of king■, a doctrine banished from America by the war of the 

Revolution. The Caar is head of the state nnd head of the church, a combination in hi■-

tory productive of, e worat evila to the human race. P.ussia may not be reedy for rov-

orn.uont other then absolute despotiam, but no attempt is boin� made to prepare tho people 

Thero is no .popular educatio•• The rie;ht o! u•embly is deni9d. Aft honeat free presa 

la impo■■ible. Men plead for freedom to feel and itJ think Md to speak. What a contrast 

with America. In Ar.lerioa, the leaders Md repreae'!tatives of the working people 

•discuss our netionru. problem■ with the ablest in tho land, and they have no need to be

ashP.llled. Semuel Gompers and John Mitchel sit �ida by side with our greatest ce.ptain1
Eliot.

of industry a,"'ld with our most dbtin,uisl\� ed.uoator•, Preeidentr'd Prelident Hadley.
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flt There are rae.o in Russia, men with courage ·snd with noble ideclism, fit -to ·be.leaders

of the people. --• a,s.'.ll.ber'\ Sh• hu ea.id• a.a ready for self ... goverrunant aa any 

in the world. 

If you would know the Csar, reed, in the November"Cmtury• Andrew D. White'• 

judgment of Micb8la• the 2nd. In the time of his youth, aa heii: to the throne, indiff• 

arent to the miaery of a famine atr:i8ken people. In hi. manhood, as Czar of all th3 

Ruseias, 1tv!n, answer to tha appeal of oppreas�d workingmen· of a still more wrsthhed 

peuantry, with •vea, I know, I ·knqw. • · . . 

The Preaident of the United States derivew power !ro� the people. He lives 

and rules within the constitution. The Czar of the Russian empire cltlms power u 

an inhoritenoe and as an appointment from GOd. He may grant, graciously or ungraciously, 

voluntarily
1 

or under cOJQ)ulsion, privilege end freedom and human rights to his 

unfortunate million•• 

Magnificent the opportunity of Czar Nicholas the 2nd. More than Alexander 

the 2nd. he migh'i; prove himself the emancipator of ths aerfa. He ha. opportanity to be­

come the liberator of million•, shackled by misery aa oppressive as slavery. He haa 

opportunity to reveal himself worthy of Nicholas the Idealiet, who would hrtva ended the 

wars of nations and led mankind to peaoe • 

.America he.e hed great presidents, great rul•r•, who Hrved thoir country 

greatly, unaelfith men, seeking the true welfar@ of the people. !iiay Theodore P.ooHvelt 

atand true to the noblest traditions cf th3 Ai::!erioan praaidency, and mey the Czar 

Micholaa th5 2nd. prove him••lf true and worthy to be the ruler of millions of men. 

Washing�on, the President, wu oelled the Father of his Country. M�y Nichol�s prove 

him&elf the "Little Father• to the million� of n.u�sia. 

" 
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