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Rabbi Moses J. Gries : Installation of Rabbi Louis Wolsey
Auvgust 30th, 1907

The spirit of the nineteenth and the twentieth oentuiies‘ and the new conw
ditions of life in America compel a new presentation of ancient Judaism and a new ine
terpretation of ancient law and custom. Manifest is the irreligiousness of the age.
In the private and the public life may be discovered the weakening of the old morel
sanctities. A orisis has oome in the life of religion. The age and the hour demand,
not formal belief, but a real religious life on the part of men, women and children.
The problems of life are always with us. Judaism must have power and value for life =
power and value mede manifest in the life of Jews.

What mean we by owr everlasting insistence that we must preserve and
perpetuate to the last generation = forgetting always the living Jew of every generas
tion. Judaism is not our there, in time, in space, or in history. It is l}ore. It
must be nov, in 'II, iu hm and in brain and in life. !ho mth Of
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'. vitality for us and om- homes and our children. We must livo for Jud.aim and our

Jewish cause, and Judaism will live in and through us. The opportunity is in America.

-Bosd-not bine-it-uméoessary. Judaism and the Jew in America are free
to fulfill their highest hopes and to realize the loftiest ideals.

The old mother of religions proclaims the vital nessage t§ the twentieth
century and to America. Scorned and forgotten may be the name mf and work of Moses,
the lew~giver. Exalted and remembered for preise may be a Jesus, the master,

a Mohammed, the prophet. Historically, the Jew is the world's law~giver »~ the master
of menkind = the prophet of righteousness,

Never in all history did the worl#®h8ed to hear the bm'n:lng eleqience of
menkind’s most wonderful proaohoﬁ = the prophets of Israel, They spoke for righteous~
ness and against unrighteousness w for justice end egeinst injustice = for freedom and
against every enslavement of mankind.

To mankind, heart=lnngry, his soul thirating for the living wapers, the
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Jow makes affirmation of a 115_1::3 Gode He interprets man a moral being under
divine eppointment = his face illumined with the light kindled by the divine spark
fomn the Infinite Fire. The Jew believes in the innate nobility of all lmenity =
declaring men made in the image of God. He proclaims the glory of our human life.
He teaches the magnificent ideal of humen brotherhood. In ancient days he
prophecied the Messiah '~ he is still heralding Messiah - messianic hope to the
whole human race.

The world needs the message of the Jew ~ teacher of religion « prophet
of righteousness = law-giver to mankind = iight unto the nations.



