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v THE IMMIGRANT.
The first great stream of immigrants came from northern Europe, The
Anglo Saxons, the Teutons, the Celts and the Scandinavians. Now the stream is
flowing from southern and eastern Europe, mainly from Italy and Hungary, Poland and
Russia. More than twenty millions have came since 1820 and they are still coming
at the rate of about a million a year.
Do we understand the feelings of the immigrant? Some of us have traveled
abroad. We have baen interested in the scenas, impressed by the life and inspired
by the historic associations of Europe; yet returning, we have been impatient to set
foot on American shores. Home again, to be greeted and welcomed by friends and
relatives. Who of us understands ths heart of the immigrant; who comes to join
son or daughter or relativs in a strange land. Who has power to express the joy
of the family reunited after years of separation - reunited -~ who knows at what cost
in sacrifice and suffering and self-denial, sometimes of the very necessities of life
. itselfl No wonder the immigrnat is impatient to touch the soil of freedom. He comes v
- from land of oppression and justice. No wonder his heart rejoices at the glad sight
of the statue of Liberty enlightening the World. I rejoice that the statue is to be
cared for and that our governuent plams to ksep the 1light burning. Let the light shine
as the beacon of Libertiy to the thousands who seek freedom in this western world.
Batholdi, the great French sculptor, is dead; let his work live,- inspiring with new
hope the eager thousands who sesk new opportunity and @ new life in a new land.
They come to America for a better chance in life, for themselves and especially for
their children = to escaps from tyranny and cruelty, to establish a home under the
rule of Justise and to become a part of a great and free nation.
The first law to {'%{};éict immigration was put into effect under President
Harrigson. It was planned to exclude the diseased, the criminml, the paupers; then
followed the contract labor law designed to prohibit cheap lsbor. Then an educational
test was urged and psssed bhut was vetoed by President Cleveland. Today there exists
o a League for the restiiction of immigration..

%ai”t&d
All are agreed that unrestricted immigration brings evils and dangers.

America should not be the dumping groung for the scum =nd refuse, the criminals and
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the psupers of Europe. None desirs to increase the burdens put upon the state and the
tax~payers by theo degenerates and the dependents who crowd our prisons and insane
asylums and alms<houses. The best sentiment of mll is against the importation of
cheap labor, except for such labor as was and is necessary for the hard and heavy
work of this land, We desirs no lowering of the standards of living, Every ef fort
should be made to raise the standard. Is there political corruption and political
danger because of the foreigh element and the foreign vote. I am afraid our “"good"
patriots are the real danger and the chief source of political corruption., It is not
the fault of the immigrant ,- put the bleame where it belongs - upon the leaders in the
higher places.

The chief evil is the congestion in the great citiss, Solve this as ex~com-
missionsr Zennor advised, ~ axclude the undesirable and properly distribute the de-
sirable immigrants.

- Prof. Mayo Smith said - "Immigration has been of immense value in develop=
ing the natural resources of the united States. The unskilled labor was necessary
to dig the canals and baild the railroads, opsn the mines, cut down the forests and
to do the pioneer work, Commissioner Frank Sargent says - "It is an undisputed fact
that without this lmmigratiom of the peoples of other countries the United States
could not have become the nation it is today."

The immigrant has also made contribution to the spirit and character of our
democracy. He brings a new element to our civilization. It is foolish for us to be=
lieve that all forsigners must be like us Americans. Even the nations and the races we

are inclinad to despise may have qualities of heart and of spirit we should honor.
There is sounething more in American civilization than work and wages and wealth.

Many thousands of Jewish immigrants are coming to America. Thousands of thau
are gathered in the great seaport centers, sspecially in the city of New York, It is
a tremendous problem but ours is the responsibility to care for our brethren, crippled

in the race of life by inhuman cruelty. However heavy the burden, no true-hearted

Jew dare say other than welcome to his unfortunate brothers. And true Americans will
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honor the Jew for his willingness to sacrifice and will help in the work of Amer-

A

icanization. The problem belongs not to New York but to every Jew in every city and
village ,~- not only to Jews but to non~Jews as well, to All Americans.

Our duty it is to welcams the immigrant to freedam and peace and life, give
him a chance to work and help him to find his place as a part of the nation, pre=~
pare him as quickly as possible for American life and American citizenship. Jews
should be assimilated in speech and dress, language and custom. They sould not
surrender their religious convictions. They need not sacrifice their principles, but
in all things elss they should be thorough Americans. Let the immigrenis Americanw
ize, learn to speak the language of the land, to understand the character of our
government and to love and honor the Republic - to understand liberty, and to preserve
the institutions of freedam. The parents mgy seem foreign in speech and custom;
the second generation will be as American as are we.

What can America and Americand do? Surely not to close the portals that
lead to freedom. If eny gates are to be shut, compel Russia and Roumania and Galicia
to shut their gates and to establish justice and peace withim. Russia is a vast em=
pire with rich undeveloped resources. She has room industrially for all her mil=
lions of Jews. In 1492, memorable year, never to be forgotten by Americans or by
Jews , Ferdinand and Isabella signed the decree expelling 300,000 Jews from 8pain.
Their goods were confiscated, they were pillaged and plundered, murdered and sold as
dlaves. Never again, in the history of the world, will an empire expel a people. No
government hes the right to expatriate its owm. The time is caaing when civilized
nations will not permit the inhumanity,- the camand to leave one's birthplace and one
country is a command to enter another country, whether it be by the decree of the Czar
of all the Russias or by the pressure of cruel legislatiom and its still more cruel en-
forcement. These peoplss belong th the land of their birth.

If Jews are gziven peace - a chance to work and to live in Russia, they will
remain in Russia. Driven forth by the oppressor's lagh, they seek refuge in lands of

justice and liberty. American sannot and will not give added force to Russia's inhu=
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wanity. America - if it cannot, with othor just and freedom~loving nations , éompel
Russia to be humane and humam, will not turn back the persecuted and the hunted to

a life of want and suffering and want and. unjust cruelty. True Americans,
believing in justice and humanity will help us bear the burden of our suffering and

unfortunate people. As Jemes Russell Lowell sang -

e

’/(t/ #
: *Thou, taught by fate to know Jehovah's plan
That only manhood ever makes a man,
And where free latch-string never was drawn in
Against the poorest child of Adam's kin."
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The First grent stream of inmégrnts oane from northern Burope. The
inglo Sazuma, the Teutons, the Celts and the Sesndinavians. Now the stremm is
floring from southern and eastern Burcpe, mainly from Italy and Hungary, Poland
and Russia. Mlore than twventy millions have oome sinoce 18320 ani they are still
ooming at t'e rate of about a million a year.

Do we mderstand tha feslings of the irmigrants Some of us have
traveled abroade. ¥We have bheon intsrested in the sosnes, imprassed hy the 1ife
and inspired by the historie assonia‘ions of Purope; yet retwning, we have teen
impatianit to set fnot en Amerie-n shoresn. lone agnin, to YLe grected amd welcomed
by friends md relatives. Yo of we wunderetands the heart of the imnigrant; who
comes to join som or daughter or relative in a strange land. ¥Who has power %o
exrress the Joy of the family reunited after yeurs of separation « reumnited « who
Inow s at vhat 2%0ost in seorifice and suffering and self-denial, sonetimes of the
very neocsssities of 1ife itself? lio sonder the immigrant 1s imm tient to touch
the soil of freedome HNe oomes from land of oprression and injustioce. No wender
his hagrt rejoices at the gled sight of the status of Liberty enlightening the
Worlde I rejoice that the status is to be 9ared for and that our government plans
to keep the light burning. Llet the light shine as the beacon of liberty to the
thowands vho ssek freedom in this westorm world. Batholdi, the great Fronch sculpter
is dead; Jet khis work live « inspiring with new hope the eager thousands who scek
noev opportmnity and a new life in a nev l:nde Thsy come to Amerioa for a batter
chanoe ir life, for themeslves snd especinally for their ohildren - to escape from
tyranny and cruslty, to establish a dome under the rule of Justice and to become
a part of a great and free nation.

The first lav to regulate immtigretion was put inte effeoct mnder
President Harrison. It was pPlannel to exoluds the diseased, the eriminal, the
pewpers; then followed the ocontract labor law, designed to prohidit cheap labor. |
Then an educational test vas wrged and Passed, but was vetoed by President
Clevelanis Today there exists a League for the restriotion of irmigration.

All are agreed thet wnregulated imni sration brings evils and d-ngers.
Anerica should not be the dumping ground for the sowm snd refuse, the orinminals
and the pago rs of Poope. None desire to inaroase the Yurdens put wpon the state
and the taz-payers by the dogenorates and the dependents who crowd owr prisons
and insene asylwms and alms-Youses. The best sentiment of all is ageinst the im-
portation of chesp labor, exeept for sush labor as was snd is neoessxp for the hexrd
and heavy work of this land. We desire no loverinz of the: standards of living.
Bvery effort should te made to raise the standnrd. Is there politisnl corruption
and politisal 4mnger beoause of tho foreign dlenent and tho foreign vote? I am
afraid our good patriots are the real denger snd tho ohief source of politieal
susrupyt corruption. It iz rot the fault of the immigrant = put the blame where
1t belongs - upon the leaders in the higher plades.

Phe ohief evil 1s the somgestion in the great cities. Solve this as
Ex-Cormissioner 3e-ner aivised - exclude the undesirable and properly datetribute

sirable $rmi ts.
e oy ira’ ° o s?n“ e o ¢ o As Jnmes Russell Lovell sang-
Thou, tanght by fate to Inow Johovah's plan
That only manhood eve?r makes a man,
And where free latsh-string never was drawn in
Against the poorest child of Adem's kin.*
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e @« » @ & & » = Some are affFighted by the volume of immigration.
Cthlrnmﬂmxnusmohmplnth-muthlmmhcch

grap orizin in the somntries of Southem and Eastern Europe.
25 u.:}l ar?apnd that Ameriea should shut out the diseamsed snd the

defective, the pmupers and the oriminalse ¥We favor the s fing of fmmigration,
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tut are onrosed to any restriotions that would hkimder the poor and the able~
bodiede The hoad tax, end espesially an insrensa of ‘he hes? tax, is an
injustioce to the honast irnmigrant. The dollar is not the recl test of the ogn.
Anerica needs %! train and tie bresn of the {nuigrant. Not all the degenerates
and the wndenirables some in the steerage. Ths door of hope shoull stand ever
open. It i the established American nrinaiplee It is the test seniiment of the
uillions vho t'emselves wero inmigrants, or are tis children of irmigrante.

The zates of the land of refuge should never de shut in the fase of tho wiotinms
of persocution. ¢ ¢ » » 8 8 o o

ir, Sargmmt, the Ex-Commissioner of Immizration, has urgsd repeatedly
that the greatest peril of immigration 19 the congestion in the large sities.
He has also pointod out fxsx ths renmedy, viz: an intellipgsnt digtribdution of
imnigrants to the states and ssotiones whish neeld them most.

® 2 e e s e olip, Sargent says, safoly lies in Anericanisation.
The publis school and the presa are the great sducating, araimilating and Arerican-
izing foroes. 5

55 e coe e Th resent sconference on irmigration, held wder
the auspioes of the Hational Clvie Pederation, expressed the best spam opinion of
the ~ountry camaeeming this sountry., Andrew Surnegie had but one test - ®"Has the
mon the ~rbition to enjoy the rishts of an Amorissn oitigen?e ®Fhat —onld this
oountry have lteon ~ithout the imi rant?e, de exolaims, "and who is there here
who i not efther sn dmmigrant Mrself or has i-migrants' blood in his veine?®
Valuing the imuiszrant at the priee of a slave = $1000 - Garnogie belieres every

. izmizrant inoreases the riches of the :ation one tlvusand iollars. President

Eliot of larvord e 1d emphationlly, ®¥a nesd all the brain a'd siner we aun
import to 4sveloD our resourges.® Ths resolution of the Tonference mads slear
that no restrietions oould now poseibly be pladed upon ths ooming here of nny
ipsigrant vho gul! not de qualified as Widesirable.® » » ¢ s o »






