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THE IWAIGRANT. 

The fir•t great stre8.lll of immigrant• came from northern Europe. The 

Anglo Saxon•, the Teutona, the Calta and the ScMdinaviMa. Now the atreflill is 

flowing from southern and emstem Europe, mainly frcm Ita_ly and Hungary, PolMd and 

Russia. More than twenty millions have cane aince 1820 and they are atill coming 

at the rate of abou t a million a year. 

Do we underatand the f8elin�s of the imnigrant? Some of us have traveled 

abroad. We have bean internted in t:-ie ecene11t,imprasaed by the lih and inspirlld 

by the hietoric aesociations of Europe; yet returnin�, we have been impatient to set 

foot on American shorH. HODte again, to  be greeted and welcoraed by friends and 

relativH. Who of u s  understands the heart of the immigrant; who comu to join 

eon or iaughter or relative in a strange lend. Who has power to expreaa the joy 

of the hmily reuni bd aft8r years of separation • reunited - who knows at what coat 

in sacrifice e..nd suffering Md a elf-denial, sometimes of the very necassi ties of life 

ita•lfl No wonder the immigrnat b impatient� touch th• soil of freedca. He comes 

from land of oppression and justice. No wonder his heart rejoice■ at the glad sight 

of the statue of Liberty enlightening the World. I rejoice that the statue ia to be 

cared for e..nd that our government plsne to keep the li g1t burning. Let the liiht shine 

u the beacon of Liberty to the thouaand• who seek freedom in this western world.

Batholdi, the great French sculptor, is dead; let his work live,- inspiring with new

hope the eag&r thouaand• who aeek new opportunity e.nd - new life in a nn land.

They come to America for a better chance in life, for thsnaelvea and especially for

their children - to eacap• from tyranny and cruelty, to establish a home under the 

rule of Juatice and to become a part of a great arxi free natioa. 
t:,� 

The first law to �r ct immigration was put into effect under Preaident 

Harriaoa. It was planned to exclude the diH&sed, the criminal, the pauper•; then 

followed the contract labor la designed to prohibit cheap lst>or. Then M educational 

teat was uried and pused but was vetoed by President Cleveland. Today there exists 

a League for the re■ttiction of immi�ration., 
'dd All are agreed that unre tricted immigration brings evils and dangers. 

America should not be the dumping ground for the scum end refuae, the crillinala and 



• 

.. 

•• 

the paupers of Europe. None desire to increue the burdens put upon the state and the 

tax-payers by tha degenerate■ and the dependent. who crowd our prisons and insane 

asylums and alms ... housea. The beat sentiment of e.ll is against the importation of 

cheap labor, except for such labor as waa and i• necHs&r7 fer the hard and heavy 

work of this la.nd. We desire no lowering of the standards of living. Every ef fort 

should be made to raise the atMdard. Ia thare politica.1 corruption and political 

danger because of the foreign element and the foreign vote. I em afraid our •good• 

patriot. are the real danger and the chief source of political corruption. It is not 

the fault of the immi�rant,- put tha blae where it belong• - upon the leaders in the 

higher place■• 

The chief evil is the eon�e•tion in the great citiea. Solve this u ex-com� 

missioner Zenner advised, - sxclude the undesirable and properly distribute the de­

sirable immigrants. 

--

Prof. Mayo Smith said - •Inmigration has been of inmenae value in develop• 

ing the natural resourcaa of the united Statea. The unslilled labor wu necesaary 

to dig the canal■ · and billd the railroad•, open the mine■, eut down the forHta and 

to do the pioneer work. Conmissioner Frank Sarient says - •rt is an undiaputed fact 

that without this immi�ration of the peoples of other countri•• the United State• 

could not hav9 become the nation it is tOday.• 

The immigrant has also made contribution to the spirit and character of our 

democracy. He brings a new elament to our civilization. It is foolish for us to be• 

lieve that all fortigners must be like us Americana. Even the nations and the races we 

are inclined to despise may have qualities of heart and of spirit we should honor. 

There is sanething more in American civilization than work and wages and wealth. 

Many thousands of Jewish immigrants are coming to America. Thouaands of them 

are gathered in the great aeaport centera, �•pecially in the city of New York, It is 

a tremendous pro�l• but ours is the responaibi\ity to care for our brethren, crippled 

in the race of life by inhuman crueltr. However heavy the burden, no trpe-hearted 

Jew dare say other than welcome to his unfortun�te brothers. And true Americana will 
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honor the Jn for his willingness to sacrifice and will help in the work of Amer­

icanization. The problem belongs not to New York but to every Jew in every city and 

village,- not only to Jewa but to non�Jewa as well, to all Americans. 

Our duty it i• to welccms the imm.i�rant to lreeclca and peace end life, �ive 

him a chance to work and help him to find his pllac-e as a part of the nation, pre .. 

pare him as quickly as possible for American life and American citizenship. Jews 

should be assimilated in speech and dres•, langu�e and custom. They sould not 

surrender ths:i.r religious convictions. They need not sacrifice their principle•, but 

in all things el•• they should be thorou� American•• Let the immipasit. American• 

ise, learn to speak the langua�e of the land, to understand the character of our 

government and to love and honor the Republic - to under■tand liberty, and to pre■erve 

the institutions of freedcn. The parents mf!!f seem forei� in speech and custom; 

the second generation will be as American u are we. 

What can America end .American■ do! Surely not to close the portal• that 

lead to freedom. If any gates are to be shut, oompel Rusai& and Rownania and Ge1lda 

to shut their gates and to establish justice and peace wit-hill. Russia is a vast em­

pire with rich undeveloped resource•• She h88 room industrially for all iaermil­

lions of Jew•. In 1492, memorable year, never to be forgotten by Americana or by 

Jews, Ferdinand and Isabella sit;ned the decree expelling 300,000 Jews fran Spain. 

Their !OOds wera confiecated, they were pillaged and pl1mdered, murdered and aold as 

&ilav•• • Never again, in the hbtory of the world, will an empire expel a people. No 

government hm the right to expatrh.te its owa. The time is  ccming when civ..iilbed 

nations will not permit the inhumanity,- the ccmnand to leave one'• birthplace and one 

country is a command to enter another country, whether it be by the decree of the Czar 

of all the Russiu or by the pressure of cruel legislation and its still more cruel en­

forcement. These peoples belong tb the land of their birth. 

If Jews are given peace - a chance to work and to live in Russia, they will 

remain in Rusaia. Driven forth by th e oppressor's l.aah, they aeek refuge in lands of 

justice and liberty. American vannot Md will not �iva added force to Russia's inhu-
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.uiani ty. America - if it cannot, with other just Md freedom--loving nationa, tompel 

Russia to be human• and hWWUl, will not turn back th8 per•ecuted end the hunted to 

a lif8 of want and suffering 'and want and, unjust cruelty. True .Americans, 

beli8ving in justice an hum�nity will help us bear the burden of our suffering and

unfortunate people. ✓ As J8Jne■ RussellLowell ll!Ulg •
.,,,, ,, _, 

,/,.,. ·" •Thou, t!lught by fate to know Jehovah Is plan 
That �nly manhood ever mak8■ a man, 

And wher8 free latch-string never was drawn in 
Ag&in•t the pooreat child of AdMl's kin.• 
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\'llo P.tnt SN , elft01t ot iru,�te cs."30 � nor-them SU,,Opo. 
Jnclo St.t.sou,. tbl 7eutona,. t!lo C•lt• and tb:t Soandinl.'l'flamh Bw tlle •tn• ie 
n tna 1'lf'Oll aouthtm and eastern S.opo,. l!ffl.lnl1 i'l'Om ltd.l.J and llmltll'f.,. Polcnd 
and heal.a. N tb t ty llllltone c O atnoe l 20 tmd they ... aUll · 

ming at t r te of out a mlltoc a Jhl'• 
Do ,re Utdentan tile to Uno ot tbe f.mi(P"cnit ot: u he.Yo 

traveled allPOade I• haYe 'been :lntensted in the aoonea. l1JPre11aed by tbe lite 
d lnapir d bf tb9 hf•to71.e uao.niaUona ot �, 1•• l"Ot1.1rftifl3_. •• h"ff'e t 0Gb 

lapaUent to nt toot n At!leric!'lll abow,1t. Hone a n,. to o cro ted d wolocm d 
'bf �•dis md NlaU• th tho ot undent cl• the � of' \be tmua,unt.; ho 
come to �in eon or dauehter 01r 1atin in a e� l•d• baa power to 
•spree• � jo, of tbe tlmlly N\lli ted ettet' Jean ot N�tlon .,, NWti 1-d et who
l:rto•• at who.I oel in. enOJ"ifloe ed euttering and• lf•donlal., 901 mes ot the
NJ7 ••••sf.tin of lit, 1tael:tt wondel' tmd.o-ant te t Uent louoh
tbe eoil or ft'e6t1Cla. He 'flt land ot ol'PNSflion and. lft�Uoe. lo wander 
M• blart l"O�oieett .a\ tbe glad rstg t ot t etatue ot Ubvt, enlf.ght.nang tho 
World. I •jo1oe that the etatoe ie to b• OtlNd tOP an \bat ._ &()Yefflllfflt pl� 
to JQeep tbo llcht bUJmint• ht the lleht ehtne • the beaoon or 11.'bePff' to tbo 
tho• d• ,rho eoek fNed in this ••lttm nr1d. B•tholdt, thtt amt. bonch ••Pto!' 
i• deacl; 1,41 t Ida wo?t liff • tna:ptr Yi th np boJ.,e tba esp,-.. thouenda ,rm •col 
noY oppc,rtmt IJ al'ld a new Ute tn a no• lond. 1'11e,r to .Amer1c,a tor b ttoT" 
ohonoe ln lf t•• fl>P tbauelT•• d. upo�t oll:, tot' their obi ldNn • to no� hor3 
� and a,uelty, w eatablbh IDie mder t.llo rulo ot luetloa sad to become 
a part or SNat ad f'.rN qtiori. 

ct tlret law to reoal te SmlGPa,tiaa ,e put into ett♦ot r 
he■t4Gnl B«rrtaoa. It weus planne:l to esolude tho cU•Yfkt• tbe mntnat_. tba 
, •• ,... them �llO'lr•d tbo oertll'OOl laJm- law., desi{.Plod to J)J'Oblblt olleap la.bO!"• 
then an eduoaUonel teat Yu urge4 d poased, but wu Yetoe:1 bf Preaident 
Clevolani• Tod.q tbor esi•t• � to1' the J"eel1"1oUon or 1r.milpiatton. 

:All 1l6N«i that ated s nicration bril'l£9 erile and ct.:11 "• 
Ar!er'iGa ehould no\ be tho d-,inl: gro't:1\4 1-'l" the ema Md ntuae, tho orimtnala 
and tlMI patlJ.'t r ot !!Uro'.Pe• lone defliJ"o to 1ntJNtQfte tho l W&ims put upon the ata 
and the tu-payer• bJ' tho d omnaate• e the d pendent• Yho � ow pPtsona 
end inecno a1111 .. end all'Jtt-hoUM • fbe lae t nnt1 ent or ell ie aaSn•t t im­
port Uon ot oheO 1�,.. oxoept tor eu..,h le.bo7 u 11ae and t onaa,, toi- tho bard 
and :t.Jed:, wo:Pl ot th!• 1a..,.d• We cleeil"e no lo=rering of thei aland:Jrds ot lt•inc•
... ,., effort ellould be made to l'fllN the 11tt:ndttd• X• tbeN poll tf. :,al eGr1"l1,PUOII
tltld t,ol1U 1 411natJ" bo un Of tbct 1'>.rotai 610l!IO!lt end tho :ti:woifPI. ..-, I _.
aft'll14 cmr (:OOd patnot• e:re tbe 't"nl dflneer nd tho ohte1' sotrroe ot polt ti

__,jd:: oo�laa. l t 1 not ... he raul t 'lf th imd.&rnnt • "i t.lle bl e when

1 t beloap • upon the 1 ,!ore in the h13ber pl cos• 
Tho a'bl•:t •fl tn \l» 'JlfflpeUon in th& 3"at. altio•• solve tht• ae

Es-C-cmmiaslonor 1e�.:10l" cdYlacd - exc,lma the mdeatl'able o."td propor1J 4tet1"1bute

t df}tdrablo tmtgrsrrb. 
• • • • • • • • • Aa Ji a ••11 · 11 aan

fll:m. ta t by t'ato to mow leltovall' • pl�
fbftt G11l7 -.anhood ffiP' 11:lkee a man,. 

Md wlWN tree latcb-•tl"ing 11••?' wae draw in
Ap.inat tbe nat chi l• or Ad.am•• Un.•

•••••••••••••••••• 
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bllt en oppoa to ::ny et.Pt.Mione t , � tb& poo? and tho !Ible,,., 
Odied. !llrs hoe te.:r. dftd OIPe� a.Uy- ft'3!'0� ot tbe head tu. 1• an 

tn�uatioe to t honest lmt�t. d.'O lar ia not. th tei,t ot tbo· n • 
. .befloa needs t bn!n d t1 bPtflffl ?t the imlP"Ctt• 1 the do� 
am.ti the 1'11deai lea oone in t;ae st.a • !!'be door ot bo!)e , atand •• 
•vim• It ta tbo e ta ltabod .&merlcan mntt.111le. It is the beat unUnent ot the
dl Uon• wh theaaelYo• UN 18111' ts, or Al"e the -obildt-en ot l eran\ft• 
fbe tates of t. lti.--ui ot re� .llould ne,rer bo ahut in tho t:1 t lbo llloU• 
or penacutl01ii. • • • • • • • • 

• Sar •• ,:,i,er ot !md�Uon., Nl)Oat•,:t11 
t tho �test ti I t � �Uon in t 101",&e cl tioa. 
bas leo pctnto t has t1

· 1"e:'1etl1• yl,ii � Jntolll "':.t diatl"Un1t1on ot

tsrm1ta to t1 �tak and Uon1 •ld� neod ta moat. 

• • • • • • • •· • '""• aro.,i,t M71J., �e.totr ll&e In .l"49l':loon.l-.atl. •
!be pU'blto •�hool ·mt:! , pnn M'O tbo (tJ"04t od'tlmlUftU# u :itdl;dtnc Gtld Mel"i
t B'lne fo•oes.

• • • • •• • • • • •,nor

the au.ptoett or U:i t1onnl C.t.-l� -P
the wt17 oon min ... this (IQ tff• 

•n tbc fiffll>ttion to en4o, " ..-1c :ta ot Ame 1-, cltb: ?• 
UT mrre l:' C'!"t · i bout the !mu� t't•., he es4lalft8., • d • it' there be 

ho te not el tlmr' t s:rant ht olf or l�ctnsn•' o 1n bl• yoJ.nef• 
valutnc tho t d ant at the pr-1 ot 11 ·lt1Yo .. tiooo • Ccimft o 11••• tlfl!d!I 

. t�grant .tttaH.uos ille rte1.les of tho 1laUm one Uo:usand dolla:'I"•• hoa1dent 
£I.tot ot P.aft'!#rl e t �tteally_. 111 nead all tho b?atn c:?d dnow •• O!'lt'I 
tmport to &!1:Y.elt.>P ur 1111ci,01ll"Od••. f P eol JtJo!l or Uio · teNJ.noe t'ltlldft oleo!' 
that no re•tl"ietto 1s oould ffl>lf Pff· blJ bo pl� ,upcm t omdng hero or tmr 
1 1cnnt who- u1 t be qual! ne1 s• etl"abl••• • • • � • • 




