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November 27, 1904. 

r . THE AMERICAN.-

. . . .

America is a wonderful land - a land of physicei wonders, inhabited by a wonder­

ful people; wonderful in it■ three million square miles of territory stretching fDDlll 

ocean to ocean and from the l&kes to the Gulf. America iR wonderful in its development 

from less than four millions of people dwellin� by the shore of the Atlantic to the 

more than seventy-five millions scattered over a great continent. And ou r land is very 

far frQ:n over-peopled. 

would number more than 

If America were as densely populetted as.,_., our population 
hundred 

fiv,r1lliol'l8J if like Germany, more thM six hundred millions; 

if like Great Britain, more than one-thousand millions. There are empire• whose extent 

of territory_ is as great, end nations \'lhose popul!l tion is as nw::ierou.s. America. is 

wonderful becauae its miihty millions, spread over a vast continent, live at peace 

without the enforcement of lew by authority. Freedom has made America �reat. The mil­

lions have been and are being attracted by freedom. �mericet was colonized by men who 

who fled from bondage and oppression and persecution. Inspirini is the thought of 

George Willil'1Ill Curtia, his conception of America,� •A vir�in continent lay undiscovered 

for centuriea - provid�ntielly preserved for liberty.• 

Who is an American;, , the true American? Not one born upon the soil of America, 

nor all that h8ve adopted this lend as their hom•; not every citi1.en of the United Statee 

is a true American. >.mericetnism is not in birth nor yet in adoption. It is something 

of the heart and the spirit. Proud are some that their ancestors came over in the 

Mayflower which distinguishes them e.s soa. and J>aur;hters of the Revolution. Honorable 

ancestry is an honor to us if we, being hlttcrable, honor our ancestry. No, not 

length of years, but depth Of lov1; ·; ot a lenith of lin•e but depth of devotion 

to Amerfoan ideals !'¼nd �eric:'Ul princi:,11■ mak '3S the American. Oft-times the foreigners 

a.re more American in spirit !\nd in heart �nd in soul than the native born. 

The American belongs to the wholo nation; he knows no seotional..ism; he maintains 

no solid Horth or solid South ,- a politicnl sepa�ation which continues when the 

oi•dl conflict of a generation e.e;o is only 11, IIPIOl"J, The true American deUares that 



.-

the nation is one. He knows no Ii.:ast and no West. He does not imagine that the East, 

• with its great centers of commerce and industry is the whole United States. He is con­

scious of -� education :\nd a cultur.e. west� , & West out of which have cane presidents

and great men of the n�tion, With President Roosevelt he protests A.e;a.inst provi,ndal

patriotism, he protests also a��inst a hyphenated Americanism. Men, in this land, should

••t be a German-Aiuericn.n or Irish-.Al.flerican or Hunge.riAn•Americnn or Poliah ... America.n,

and all the rest. Men shoulrl be pl"t.i� Americans. Let us help to Americanize all the 

foreigners Md let us Americnnhe ourselves that we and they understA.nd And appreciate 

and live true to Amaric�n political !dee.a and American principles. America ia a land 

worthy of our love and our honor. Its principles,• liberty and equality and justice 

appeal to the best in ua,- no royalty to defend �nd justify, no tyranny and no oppression 

to excuse and -to justify, As Bierbower sAJld
_,� "There is no contradiction between our 

patriotism and out ethic■•, and, a� we havs many times pointed out, there is no conflict 

between our A111ericnnis11 and our Judnism. We Jews understand the Puritan character. 

911 W.e Jns understand the American and Puritan emphasis on righteousness and justice. It 

is born of the Old Testament teaching 'ind principles which so strongly influence Puritan. 

life, and the life of the founders of the Republic. American principles will influence 

the nations; they hav9 influenced the nations. Liberty and justice, creating a happy 

people, c��not fail to be an example to all the world. Jliberty and justice, transfom­

ini millions of the poor9st 'ind most unfortunate n.nd most wretched of ell nations into 

strong and br.ave, i!'ldustrious Md energetic y,orker1, - , hfllpint America to be first 

among the nations, is a lesson which the world cannot fail to learn. What a revelation 

to the kings and the amperors and t°lle nations whose throne is built and sustained by the 

power of the sword. Hera are millions of people, scattered over a vest territory, liv� 

iil",perfect peace; millions, inte■ted with freedom � with povrer, Md abusing neither 

freedom nor povrer. It is a 18saon to the world th�t people llll!l.Y be trusted. 

America is a treat nation with a great r�sponsibility,- th� mission of America 

is to be a world-povver; not � worlrl .. conq118ror by the power of arms, b•lt a world-conquero1 

by the ex�pl� of peace. Let us be true Americans, t�aching the Americf.l..11 principle 

and holdini iMt to the Americ�n idea. Here self-government is to find its full devel• 
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opment; hers the social progress,of which the sages and seers - the pure and brave -

hearted men of the world have dr9e.med for centuries, MY find its realizatioa. 

Here are to be worked out the problems of the highest civilization. 

DistiRguished thinkers agree with this thought as witnessed by Herbert Spencer 

•••...•.••••. •The AmerioMs m�y reasonably look forward to a time when they will hme 

produced a civilization gr�nder than any the world has kRowa.• Important and signifi­

cant is the compariso• which Professor Giddings of the Columbian University makes be .. 

tween the ethnic coapositio• of the English people and of the AmericRn nation,- •England 

formed by the same ethnic ele�ents which today are making the American people strong 

and plastic, with possibilities of action and of expressio•, of grasp upon the garnered 

experience of the raoe and of daring outreach into the things that, as yet, h«.'e never 

betllllll, such as no people have yet ahowa. 

I:nspirin1 the thought of Prasidimt Theodore Roosevelt, ... "We shill never 

achieve true greatness nor reach the lofty ideRl which the founders and preservers of 

our mighty federal republic have set before us, unbss ,re are, in heart and soul P1.nd 

spirit and purpose, keenly aliv� to the ri,sponsibili ty ir11pli8d in the very name •repub­

lican 9, (which I interpret to mean•AmerioM•), P1.nd proud, beyond measure, of the glo­

rious privilege of bearing it. 

Rabbi Gries closed his address with the reading of Ba.yard Taylor's famous 

Centennial Ode:• 

•Foresa�n in the vision of sages�
Foretold when lll8.rtyrs bl�d,
She was born of the longing of ages,
By the truth of the noble dead
And the faith of the living fed •
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Fused in her candid light 
To one strong race all races were •died; 
Ton�ues melt in hers; hereditary foemen 
Forget the sword Md slogan, kith and claa. 
'Twas �lory once to be a Roman -
She makes it glory now to be a man. 9 




