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Nov, 6, '04.
PROBLEMS OF AMERICA.
Jeremian 29:7
THE CITIZEN, Exocdus 8

Problems of Amsric2 Aars to be my theme during the comins month. The place
of the Gitizen, of the Laborer, of the Immigrant, cf the American in the Republie
and what esach contributes to ths development and permanence of our Democratic in-
stitutior® . These subjects are peculiarly fitting during this month of November .
Agein we are about %o witness +th2 lnspiring spectacle of a mighty people determin—
ing the destiny of ‘he nation. It is inspiring, considered historically. Here are
men from =211 iends and of all raees; from lands whers they had not privilege, of
races that havse known subjasction and oppraession; mors than 75 millions self-govsrning,

choosing their own rulers, I fear that it is mors impressivs theoretically then in
reslity. Looking bensath the surface ons is compellad to question whether the
reople 4o, in reality, govern themselvss.

Government is. a morai, as wall as a politica&l quastion, It is conceraned
with the happiness of *he nation and with the development of freedom. Good gcv-
armnent is dependent upon character, upon ths character and the consciasnce ¢f the
people. Ours it is to educate *the mind and heart of the people to = noble citizsnship,.

I speak of the citizen in the narrow sensgas belonging to the city. It
is unfortunste that citizens are caupellsd ‘At thes same time 40 determine the policies
of nation and of statea and of county and city. It is unfortunate that we are asked
to choode the Praesident of a great nation, office of greatest honor and of the rela-
tively unimportant minor local offiees. It ‘would have besn better if our minds might
have been cen*srad upon the graat issnues that affect the national life, undisturbed
by the clamor and confusion of those contending for mastery here at home. It would
have been he*ter if cur minds could havs bsen fixed upon our homne intefests und isturbsd

by the appeal to party loyamlty and partisan passion. National and stats slections
should be separete from county and eity. It would be bettsr for both and better

for the pesople. I have 1little patience with those who today are urging us to ferget
and perhaps t0 sacrifice our homs obligations in loyalty tc our party. Senseiess

the crv - "voto the straight ticket.- put the cross under the party emblem:"
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Unquestionably false is the assurance given us from ths platform and in the public
prints thst 211 the caadidatas of our party ars honest and capable. Le%t us not for-
gst our home interests. I remind you of the schools for which we need men and
wonen of honor and intelligance and capacity. I remind you of the important county
business which has demands honesty and efficiancy. Remembsr the judiciary, the higher
and the lower courts. The court of justice is the safeguard of the Republic. What
matter ths party? We want judges «f integrity =snd independence and peculiar fitness,
with the judicial spirit and the judicial character.

Popular government in the great cities of the country is confessed a failure.
The causes ara many. Cne is manifest. The game of politics is being played and we
are only witnesses. We are not active psrticivents but idis onlookers. Tne most in-
t2llisent and the most virtuous citizens wiilingly and unwillingly exercise no real
power in the conduet of public affairs. Yet the intelligsnt and the virtuous cit-
izens sre in the najority. Sursly thay hold the balance of powser.

The citizan; has no* enly the right but zlso ths duty to vote - not onlv
+0 vote < but to vote intelligsntly and independently. Let it not be said of vou
that you “voted a straisht but unintelligeamt ballot®”. I appeal to the voters of
intelligsnce and cf virtue ; to men of sense and men of conscience; wen of sense -
choose afficers of capacitv for public business. i4en of conscisnce ~ choose honest
and not dishonsst men. Bs men, free iaen, not slavas to party, .ublic virtue is not
other than privats virtue; nublic honssty not other thsn private honesty. It is as
iniquitous, as disgraceful, perhaps mors so, to be dishonest in public office as in
private business.

I know the snswer:*'Tis foolish to try, nothing caa be done". It is impossi-
ble ¢f belief. We dars not belisve that the inteiligence and the virtue of the people
are powerless.. I appeal to every man of intelligence, to every man of virtue and
of character, If you love your ecity, if you believe in popular government, stand
for the right, if you stand alons; have courage to stand for the right end thousands

will teke heart ‘o stend nnd fight with you.

Cleavaland is nors fortunate tnan the othar large cities of tne country.
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I'wo partiss strive for magstery - two almost squal contaending forces. Unquestionably
the indepsndsn* votars hold the b=lanc4e of power. vVvoters, be independent =nd rebuke
~the nominaticna unfit and unworthy. Get good men by refusing to vote for bad men.
Compel the vartiss tc mmake their apphal to tne best by the best. Hold the parties
true to their hizhest. B8e independent. Break the partv yokes and shackles. Never
mind the atuse and ridicule and slander and hate. Have courage to be a man, a
freeman, a citizen, an American, in spite of the abuse and ridiculs =nd slander &and
hate. Independent men are feared snd respected.

We owe & debt tc our city. Every man ot intelligsence and power is under
oblirgatita to be a citizen. Our city snould be more to us th=an a place to do
business. I* is cur place %o live: to live in the largest and higiiest sense.

Too meny men of honor and c¢f power, of intesrity and of intelligence live no civie
life. Good citizens are those who share and bear the burdens of their city. 7The

best citizens @aro not the richest nor the mcst successful nor avsn the most virtuous
of the community. Those ara the best citizans who share most fully and bear most
svueccessfully the duties of citizasnship. I appeal to all men of character, ¢f intelli-
gence and of power. Have courage to stand for and if need be to fight for honesty
‘and decency- ays, the issue is far mwore fundamental than that, freedom itself is at
stake, the right of self-government.

"Jerusalem, Athens, Fiarence, Vanice, Edinburg, have all been relatively
small cities; but thay huva been conspicu@ua in the hisher life of humanity because
they have stood for something which was distinct, individual, characteristic - zoue
work of the mind, or of tha spirit, as well as some work of the hands."” The cities
that live in history, “*he citias thmt nuvs most vitally affected humen civilization,
are not tho ancisnt commercial capitals, Nor will the modern centers of coixisrce and
industry live in history and influence civilization unless they stand for something
distinct and individual and characteristic. Here is & nobler cenception of the city:

"A really great city is one of the zreatest human achisvments." l.et us uwake Cleveland

graat. Let Cleveland stand for soumething distinct, individual and characteristic.





