
 

 3101 Clifton Ave, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
 513.487.3000 

AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 

MS-53: Moses J. Gries Papers, 1850-1934 (bulk 1890-1930). 
Series D:  Sermons and Addresses, 1893-1917, undated. 

 

 

 
 

 
Box     Folder   Item 
  4                7             22 

 
 
“Problems of America - the Citizen,” 1904 November 6. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information on this collection, please see the finding aid on the  
American Jewish Archives website. 

 

 



PROBLEMS OF AMERICA. 

THE CITIZEN. 

Nov. 6, 1 04. 

Jerer.ail'ih 29:7 
Exodus 8

Problems of America are to be my theme durin� tha comin� month. The place 

of the Oitizen
1 

of the Laborer, of the !mi�rant, of the Americsn in the Republio 

and what each contributes to the rlev�lopment and pennanence of our Democratic in� 

sti tutiors • These subjects are peculiarly fittinr, durinr, this month of November • 

Again we are about to witness the inspirin� spectacle of a mi�hty people determin• 

ing the destiny of the netion. It is inspiring, considered historically. Here are 

man from all lands and of �11 raeea; , from lands where they had not privilege, of 

races that have known subjection and oppression; more than 75 millions self-governing, 

choosing their own rulers. I fear that it is more impressive theoretically than in 

res.l.ity. Looking bensath the surface one is compelloo to question whether the 

people do, in reality, �overn themselv�s. 

Government is a mor�l, �s w�ll Rs a politic�l quqstion. It is concerned 

with t11e happiness of tha nation and with the development of freedom. Good gpv­

armment is dependent upon character, upon the character and the conscience of the 

people. Ours it is to educate the mind and heart of the people to a noble citizsnship •. 

I speak of the citizen in the narrow senSf!U:1 beloniin� to the city. It 

is unfortunate that citizens are canpelled ·at the srune time to determine the policies 

of nation and of stat8 and of county Md· city. It is unfortunate that we are asked

to chooae the President of a treat nation, office of �reatest honor and of the rela ... 

tively unimportant minor local offices. It·would have been better if our minds might 

htwe been c�ntered upo� the gro�t is6ues that affect the na+.iontl lif�, undisturbed 

by the clruuor and confusion of those contending for mastery here at home. It would 

have been be�ter if our minds aould have been fixed upon our home interests undisturbed 

by the appe�l to party loyalty and partisan passion. Nation�l and state elections 

should be sepru-ato from county ,i.nd city. It would be bette.r for both !'lnd better 

for the people. I have li 'ctle p�tience with those who today are ur�int us to fer tat 

and perhaps to sacrifice our home obligations in loyalty tc our party. Senseless 

;t.' a c.rv - » ✓ot� the st,..air,ht ticket . .. put the cross under the party emblem!" 

.. 
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Unquestionably false is the assurance r, ivan us from tho platform and in the public 

prints that all the candidates of our party are honest and capable. Let us not for­

get our home interests. I rem.i.nd you of the schools for which we need men and 

women of honor and intelli��nco and capacity. I rerninrl you of the important county 

business whicri l-ias d':lm�nds honesty !'Ul<i eff ici,mcy. Remember the judiciary, the hit:-;her 

and the lower courts. The court of justice is the safe�uard of the Republic. What 

matter the party? We want judt;es of intet;rity and independence a.nd peculiar fitness, 

with the judicial spirit ,md the judicial character. 

Popular r!;Overnment in the r;reat cities of tha country is confessi,d a failure. 

Tho causes ara many. One is m�mfest. The tame of politics is bein� played and we 

are only witnesses. We are not active participants but idle onlookers. Tne most in­

telligent. and the most virtuous citizens willintlY and unwillint;ly exercise no real 

power in the conduct of pnblic affairs. Yet the intelLi.�Ant and the virtuous cit­

izens are in tho majority. Surgly they hold thi, ba.19nce of power. 

� The ci tiz a.ni hfl.s l'lOt only the right bu� 1:also thP, duty to vote - not. onl 

+o vote - but, to vote intelli�o�tly and independently. Let it not be said of you

that you 11 voted a strai�ht but unintelli�ant ballot•. I appeal to the voters of 

intelli�ence and cf virtue ; to mi:-m of sense ,md men of conscience; men of sense -

choose o.fficers of capacitv for public business. Men of conscience - choose honest 

and not dishonost men. Be men, free raen, not slaves to party. 1 ublic v.irtue is not 

other than private virtue; public honesty not other th!ill i1rivate honesty. It is as 

iniquitous, as dis�raceful, perhaps mor� so, to be dishonest in public office as in 

private business. 

I know the e.nswer: •••ris foolish to try, nothing ca(! be dom,•. It is impossi­

ble of belief. We dare not believe that the intellit;ence A.nd the virtne of the people 

are powerless. . I appeal t o  every man of intellit;ence, to every mM of virtue and 

of character. If you love your city, if you believe in popular government, stnnd 

for the right, if you st,md alone; �ave coura�e to stand for the ri�ht er.d thousands 

will teke heart to stand nnct fitht ·,;i th you. 

Clev'3h.nd is rJore fortunate than the ot.h�r lart;a cities of the country. 



• 

.. .. ... .

-3-

•
'I'wo parties atrivs for m�.s tery - two !!ilmost equal contendinr, forces. Unquestionably

• 

the independent vo+,13rs hold the b91MC6 of power. Voters, be independsnt ru-id rebuke 

the nominn�iona unfit and unworthy. Get good men by refusin� to vote for bad man • 

Compel the parties to r:1"1.k e their appeal to t1ie best by the bast. Hold the pe.rtiea 

true to their hiehest. �e independent. Break the party yokes and shackles. Never 

mind the abuse and ridicnle 'ind slander and hate. Have coura�e to be a man, a 

freeman, a citizen, l'1ll American, in spii;e of the abuse and ridicule and slander and 

hate. Independent men are f�ared �nd respected. 

We owe a debt to our city. Every man of intelli�ence and power is under 

obli�atioo to be a citizen. Our city should be more to us th� a place to do 

b.usineBS. It is our place to live! to live in the largest and hi�;1est sense.

Too msny men of honor �nd cf power, of inte�rity and of intelliience live no civic 

life. Good citizens e.re those who am.re and bear the burdens of their city. 'l'he 

best citizens nro not the richest nor the most successful nor av =m +,he most virtuous 

of the community. Those Ar� the bast citizens who share most fully and bear most 

successfully the duties of citizenship. I appeal to all men of character, of intelli­

gence and of power. Have coumte t o  stand for and if need ba to fitht for honesty 

·and decency- aye, the issne is f'-tr more funda.rn"'n tal than that, freedOLl its elf is at

stake, th� right of self-government.

ffJerusalem, Athens, Florence, V�nice, Edinburg, have all been relatively 

small cities; but they have been c onspicuoaa in the hit";her life of humanity because 

they have stood for some�hin� whic� was distinct, individutl, ctl8.racteristic - some 

work of the mind, or of tho spi d t, as well as some work of the hands." The cities 

that live in history, �ha cities th�t nave most vitally affected humen civilization, 

are not the ancient commercial capital•. Not will the modern c�nters of co.nnerce and 

industry live in history and influence civilhation unless they stand for something 

distinct and individual and characteristic. Here is a nobler ,;cncaption Glf ti1e city: 

"A rt3ally great city is one of the �reatest human achi1wments. • J,et us LUake Clevelanrl 

gr�at. Let Clevahnd stand for solllething distinct, individual and characteristic. 




