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CLEVELAND, THE IDEAL CITY? 

Address of Rabbi Moses J. Gries 
At the Cleveland Chamber o! Commerce, February 25, 1g13. 
At the Cleveland School of Art, Sunday, Karoh 9• 1913. 

I have esteemed it an honor to be a member oft.his Chamber 

through almost twenty years. With pride I have witnessed ita 

growth and development in numbers and power and service for the 

public good. I have rejoioed in its thoroughly reprosentativ• 

oharaoter, in ita genuine public spirit, and in ita unselt'iah 

leadership of Cleveland. 

I am to speak of "The Ideal Oity.• I have strong faith 

in the power o� the ideal. Men and women should vision the best, 

and choose the best as the star by which to fix their course. 

If the ideal city be in America, I suppose that we Ameri• 

cana will insist that the ideal oity must be big. But it the

ideal city io to _be big, I ask you, how big? How big must a 

city be in order to be ideal? Will it be big enough if it baa 

one million, or must it b& two million, or fiTe mill1on, in or­

de� to be ideal? You and I know some oities that are big, that 

have a million or two million or five million of population, but 

they are very tar f'rom ideal. Something more than size· is needed 

to :make a city ideal. 

There are those. in Cleveland who, sinoe the censu■ ot 1910, 

have be&n sounding the alogan for Cleyeland, "A million in 1920.• 

I believe it to be a foolish ideal and a mistaken ambition. Nei-
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ther is it in the least likely. Our growth during the deoade from 

1890 to 1900 was at t.he rate of 46. l per oent., and in the decade 

from 1900 to 1910, 46.9 per cent. If we grow at the rate of 50 

per oent. during the deoade closing 1920• our population will be 

about_ aso,ooo. Not one of the first six oitiea in the United 

States baa ever sustained a like rate of growth for two decades. 

Are we to maintain a like or even a larger growth tor throe deo• 

adea? Are we, in this third decade, to develop and to inoreaee 

in population at the rate of 80 per oent., so that in the year 

1920, we shall have inoreaecd 440,000, and ho.ve our one million? 

Friends, if' we blow liko a braggart, if we blow the i'oolish 

bubble of "a. million in 1920," riyal citiea all a.bout us will 

rejoice ·111hen our bubble bursts; and then our steady progreaa, 

our real a.dvanoe ... Cleveland is no boom city, we have a.lv,aya en• 

joyed steady, sure advance without booming -- our healthy growth 

and development will seem like bitter disappointment and be ao• 

counted :f'e.ilure because we will not have reached the one million. 

The most celebrated cities the world ha.a known, Rome, 

Athens and Jerusalem, perhaps not one ot them eve� reaohed one 

million in population; Rome, Athens a.nd Jerus.\lem, oitiea that 

have put the deepest impress upon human o1vil1zation were nover 

one million strong. We oan cherish a finer, a nobler, a more 

honorable idoal. Rather than be a o1ty of one million population, 
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let us be a oity fit for a hal.f million to live in, or a oity 

which shall be prepared for one million whenever it oomea. Let 

us not endeavor to be the biggest city, but rather the best oity 

in the land -- the best oity for men and women to live 1n
1 

the 

best city for men of brains and enterprise, the beat oity for the 

wage earners, the beat oity for homes ot peaoe and security and 

oon�ent, the best city for children in which to be educated, the 

best oity tor physical and moral health, the best oity for in• 

tellect and oulture. 

The ideal city must be beautiful. There are some people 

who don't oare whether a oity is beautiful or not; they don't 

oare as long as a city is what they call •a live· town," hustling 

with the go-ahead spirit, as long as it is a oity in which they 

oan make money. Yet a city ought to be beautiful. Stranger• 

always praise the beauty of a city. When we go into another 

city, we are always delighted with it.s beauty; we praise its 

charm and loveliness. The cities of Europe have invested heavily 

in beauty. Millions have they spent in order to attract visitors

and tourists from all parts of the world. Investment in beauty 

ha.a paid them splendid dividends. 

Time there waa when Cleveland was known aa the beautifu1 

"Forest City," when the fame of Euolid Avenue was worldwide, and 

people from across the aeaa came and want�d to see :Buolid Avenue, 

in Cleveland, in America. It we are wise, we will endeavor to re• 
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create a Forest City more beautiful than ever in the past. 

Let ue begin at t.t1e gates of the oity, whether we come by 

la.nd of.' by sea.. Let us make the portal through whioh we enter 

beautiful., Lat ua invite none to enter our city-home by the back 

door or the roar alley. Our own homes have beautiful, and our 

bueineso plaoea impooing front entranoes p Let not the paaaer 

th.:r.-oug.11, a.• the train halts in the Union Depot, turn to the oon� 

ductor and say, "What place is thia?'1 and. when he reoe1ves. the 

a.nsf1e1·, "This is Cleveland," endeavor to peer through its smoky 

atmoaph�re and in the darkness of that dungeon say, •so this is 

Clevela.nd! 11 The :railroads that enter Cleveland, in justice to 

the city that enriohea them, etnd the oity, in fairness to the 

railroads which sarve it well, 3hould unite to seoure for Cleve­

land a noble gateway to our city. 

Through that noble gateway into the city• may the traveler 

soon come out upon the Mall, surrounded by a Group of Publia 

Buildings that will g1?e real distinction to our oity. Fifteen 

or more yeara ago, when firat we dreamed of a Group Plan
2 

many 

criticised and some oondemned. I rejoice to say that during those 

fifteen years .oentiment ha.a ol-ia.nged. Tod-3y rill the people of 

Cleveland eagerly await the realization of that beautiful Group 

Plan. Cleveland wa.11 the only large oity in America tba.t ba(l to 

build all ite important publio buildings. The dignified Federal 
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:Building and the beautiful County :Building have now been completed. 

The City Hall is building. Other great publio buildings will 

rise upon this liall. The Group Plan will distinguish Clneland 

among the cities of America, and among the cities of the whole 

world. Perhaps a future Et.aerson will say of Cleveland, as JMllerson 

said of A thens and the Parther1on, "Earth proud1y ttears the Par­

thenon as tlle best gem upon her .zone.• 

Mo city is ideal in whioh Litttrature and li!U$1C- a.".ld Art. are 

homeless. No city :la ideal in whi�h we have bee-n waiting twenty 

years for a noble Library Building in which might be nobly housed

a noble coll1:1otion of booke. r:a.se Library '3nd the Public Library 

live and work in unwo�tby env ironmente.. In e.n ideal city they 

would be joined 1n"�o one great libra.r-.1, to be a. real university 

for the peopl"'. 

llfo oi ty 1a ideal in which we have been v.ai ting twenty years 

and Llot'e for an Art Museum. Oh, yea, the stakes a.re driven a.nd 

tho po!3ta are standing in the park, and the time seeros not fa.r 

d13tant when we will have an Art Museum in Olevele,nd., I trust 

1 t will not 'be a mausoleum at a:rt, hut rather, •,7i th tho Sohool ot

Art, a 11v1ng educator. of tho art taste and the oultu:ra.l lif'e 

of .the people. 

We of Cleveland have been we.:i. ting t,,enf.y years tor a Mus1a 

Hall, ror a tem1)le dedicated to the oultiva.tion o:r beauti:ful 
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Harmony, for a Convention Hall in which might be held great ex­

hibitions o! the Industry and Commeroe of Cleveland, in which the 

people might gather for inspiring oivic oelebrationa. 

I am wai ting to hear the names of Cleveland's rich men, 

multimillionairee or millionaires, of the men who have made 

their fortunes in Cleveland, or ·through Cleveland, who will write 

their names upon Cleveland's :roll of honor, sharing their :fortune 

1th the oity and the people that have helped to enrich them. 

I suppose, fix-st, I should nave spoken about life. You 

oan't do business 1n a oity unless the people live. The ideal 

city must be a. oity in wpiol'l people -r1ill live and not di e, and 

not be too soon cut ofr. Read the dea.th rate of some of the cit• 

ies of America -- 15, 20, 25 and 30 in the thousand. Some c iti es 

of America nave a death rQte of about 30 in the thousand. What 

a disgraoe to a great city. It aeama almost criminal to aaori­

fioe human lite needlessly and wastefully • .Among the large cities 

of the country• Cleveland, we a.re px•oud and .bappy ·to say, has 

the lowest death rate. :But do not forget t.nat Cleveland's death 

rate bas been lower and should be lower still; in Cleveland, 

every year, men and women and oh1ldren die from diseaaea that 

are preventable, from diseaaea preven·table that ought not to be

prevalen� in this oommunity. 

1/hat think you of an ideal city in whioh the water is "unfit 

to drink," ot an ideal city in whose newspapers you may read a 

,, 

.. . 
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daily advertisement and proolama�ion to all of Cleveland and of 

northern Ohio, and to every traveler that passes through it, that 

the water of Cleveland is unfit to drink, although here at our 

door 1s the boundless reservoir of the Great Lakes? 

Life in oitiea grows more and more dif!ioult, more and more 

dangerous; as the millions gather in the oit1ea, lite becomes 

more oomplex, and because of ever increasing oomplexity, all the 

conditions of lite are made more difficult and more dangerous. 

If the millions are destined to live in oities, they must, have 

pure water, and not contaminate it; they must have pure air and 

not defile it; and we, who believe in ideals, should not rest 

until that shame is removed tram our oity. And it ought not be
1

pure air and pure water for the rioh and the well-to-do who liTe 

under the favored conditions of life, but pure water and pure air 

and deoent oonditiona of life for the poorest in tne oity -- pure 

water to drink and pure air to breathe indoors and out-of-doors, 

pure food, unadulterated and uncontaminated. Wna.t the ideal oity 

needs ia an intelligent and a fearles,a admin1s·tra.t1on of ·the laws 

of health and sanitation. 

I believe atrongly in oonaervat1on, but more strongly 1n 

the oonaervat1on of human life than 1n the oonservation ot tha 

earth's reaourcea. I believe that. the whole Un1t.ed States shoulcl 

be stirred -- but not. only by diaaatera and horror a, when here, 

:· 

I 
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and there and everywhere livea are lost; that the whole nation 

ahould be rouaed, but not only when there is a mine disaster and 

human beings are en·�ombed within the very bowels of the earth 

and brave men risk their lives to aaye them. Calmly and paseively 

day atter day, we behold human livea cut short and deatroyed. 

We ought to safeguard huma.n lite, on the streets, at the 

grade oroasings, in the stores, in the faotoriea, 1n tho workshops, 

in the thaa.tera, in the ohurohea, in the piotLn�e show&, in th 

schools, conserving human life as the most preoioua of human re­

souroea -- far more precious tilan .ruinea of ooal and gold a.:nd ail• 

ver, tnan wondei·ful titanic wat�1· pov-,er, trw.n all tne wealth of' 

virgin forests. 

I suppoae you do not expect to hoar o.nytl1ing from me o.bout 

business. Nevertheless I �eaire to omphnoize efficiency. One 

of the forgott.en faot..>rs in the high oo�t of living is inef:f'1• 

cienoy. I app£eoiate fully the wonderful organization ot the 

mighty aorpo:rationa which serve '{;ha publ1o. I marvel constantly 

a;t their startling achievemenlta. Nevertheless I question a.re 

conditions ideal. in Cleveland? Haire we solyed. our problem of 

transportation? Have we efficient street oar and intel'urba.n aer-

vioe? Do you approve of double telephone system. �nd a quad• 

ruple express? Are the telegraph �nd the postal facilities up 

to the highoat standard? Aro light und heat and powEr distr1b• 
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uted as we would like them to be? I doubt it. Conditions with 

us are no worse and perhaps no better than in rival oitiea. But 

I ask the plain question• are we securing for Cleveland• its 

people and its business, the best, the most eff1oient
1 

the ideal 

service? I think not • 

Our oity life is not ideal until the tools ot the oommunity, 

the ma.ohinery of city life, are at their highest effio1enoy. If 

the tools of the community, if the machinery of the city be out 

of order, it means loss of time, of energy, of money -- a hin• 

dranoe to all our life. If they be in good order and smooth• 

running, it is the greatest help to all who live in the oity. We

ought not to be satisfied until here in Cleveland we have the 

highest effioienoy in all our publio utility service a.nd in all 

the departments of the oity. 

A stranger said to me today that he doea n't remember any 

other city of the standing of Cleveland that has sidewalks and 

streets as dirty aa Cleveland's. It is a shame to Cleveland. 

:But we have not money enough, so they say, to clean the streets, 

have not money enough to pave the streets properly. There is 

not a single thoroughfare from the East End to downtown where 

pavement is in a first class condition. We have not money enough. 

So also we have not money enough for tho very first duty of gov• 

ernment �- not money enough for the police and tne fire depart•· • 
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�enta, not money enough to safeguard human life and to proteot 

property, ae they shou�d be safeguarded and proteote�. That oan• 

not be in an ideal city. 

If there be crime in a city, it must be controlled. Orime 

uncontrolled spells a challenge to o1viliaation. I know how 

difficult it is to deal with vioe -- how difficult in every great 

city ia the Tioe problem. I do not demand that we suppress Tioe 

and crime; not until men and women themselves are ideal, will

crime and vice ever be suppressed. �ut 11' we oannot suppreea th-,m, 

then at least we should repress them; crime and vioe should not 

flaunt themselves in our very facea. Cleveland baa a character 

to maintain; a great oity must be jealous of ita reputation for 

honor and for deoenoy. We of Cleveland ola.im to be a community 

of law and order and moral deoenoy. Let us so maintain it. 

Thus with the administration of justice. Our courts should 

be distinguished tor character and capacity; the whol• adminis­

tration of Justice in Cleveland should be upright and wiae and 

unafraid• in order here to implant deep in the heart of every 

man and woman and ot every boy and girl, respect for law and 

obedienoe to author1 ty •. 

Business men are not interested in money alone. Business 

men are eager enough to make money. They want to be auccesatul, 

they want to achieve. Every man who ha.a succeeded• who baa ma.de 

money and ie making money, is eager to feel that he; himself, 

• 

• 

" 
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somehow, is of some value to the oity in which he lives, and to 

the people of that city. Money ie not the only thing in the world. 

lloney is the symbol of suooess -- 1 t is the crown vrh1oh is awarded 

to the victor in the fight and in the race. 

In no country of the world is money given as generous� a1 

here in America; by no people is it spent as freely. We do not 

value money for itself alone. There is no country in the world 

where sympathy goes out more freely to those who have fallen in 

the fight, who have tailed in the raoe, no nation among the great 

nations in which men and women are more willing, nay, eager to 

help their fellows who have not suoceeded. 

Yet, here in America, in the heart of what we oa1l enlight• 

ened civilization, see the vivid contraets -• in every great city 

witness the peraistenoe ot misery and want, vice and crime, behold 

broadoloth and rags, side by side on the publio streets. 

Olt, if' I could take you for an hour•a trip, not through the 

beautif'ul streets ot Cleveland, not through the palatinl residenoe 

distriots, but through the heart of the oity, that you might see 

how the poor of' this oity liveJ You would diaoov�r that even in 

Cleveland, boasting that we have no slum district and no tenement• 

-- that here in Cleveland human be�nga a.re living in hovels ao 

f'ilthy as to be almost unbelieva·ble. Self-respeoting wage earnera 

are fighting the hard battle of life. They want for tnemaelvea 

and their :fam.iliea and their children, all the deoenoias of' life. 



, ·. 

,, 

• 

12 

Cleveland is not the ideal city and cannot be until we have no 

alums and no tenements, the breeders ot peysioal disease, and of 

moral plague and pesti_lenoe. 

We welcome the establishment in Cleveland ot the new Feder­

ation for Charity and Philanthropy. This Federation for Charity 

and Philanthropy should mean more to Cleveland than the mere 

oolleotion and distribution of more money. It should aooomplish 

the ooord1nation and cooperation of all the social forces of our 

city -- the development of our highest social power, and the 

appliaation of that power and its utilization with highest effi• 

oienoy. It should create in Cleveland a t unity of eooial purpose, 

to solve the social problems of city lite. Seriously we set our .. 

eelves to the duty, that here in Cleveland none ehall want and 

none shall suffer and non& shall hunger, and that we of Cleveland 

shall help our poor to help themselvee, not. in dependenoe, but to 

independence. 

Oh, the milli<ms of money that are pour.ed out in America. 

generously given to charitifta and philanthropies round the whole 

land• what glorious societies we have eetablisl1ed, what noble 1n• 

stitutions we hav& buildedl But
► 

how we would like- to feel, we 

men and women who give our money, that we are not pouring out 

our millione into the bottomless depths of an ooean or misery, 

but that we are helping toward some oonstruotive upbuilding of 

the lite of the poor towards a better ohanoe for them, and ea-

• 

• 

• 
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pecially for their children. If rightly supported, the Federation 

inaugurates a new era in the history of Amerioan oitiee. 

There is no ideal city in which there ia not a well planned, 

thoroughly organized and wisely coordinated system of schools and 

eduoation; a system of schools that leads from the kindergarten 

through all the grades, through the oollege and the university. 

Eduoation means leading out the best in ua to the best and noblest 

in life. How we of America ought to rejoice that our. ,public 

schools are opon to all, that every child in America ha.s an oppor­

tunity fox education; that we of America are not like those gov­

ernments whose despotism fears a thinking people, and t.neretore 

denies eduaation to the millions of the peaaantry. We believe 

ao thoroughly in education, that not. only are our schools open, 

but eduoation is compulsory upon all. And I look forward to a 

time when our schools will be more than schools for the children 

of the lnnd, but when every oohool-houae will be a soo:tEl.l center

tor the whole neighborhood. 

Eduoation in a failure unless it prepares boys and girls 

to do the work of the worldi and, \Vh..'i.tever be their work, t2:aina

a.nd disciplines them to do it well. We of Amerioa believe in the

public aohools bec,tuse we believe that every boy a.nd girl should

have a obanoe to rise. No m.-�n with the true .Amerioa.n spirit wanta 

to stay down forever; if' because of adverse conditiona or because 

of limited power, he himself stays down, he wante to kindle in 
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his ohildren"the hope that 'eprings eternal in the human breast.• 

He wants his children to have a ohanoe. It is not a leveling 

down. It is a leveling up • 

If a city wishea to be a leader among the oit1es of the 

I 

world, i:f a nation desires -to win supremacy among the nations o:f 

tho earth, supremacy and leadership will come to that city and to 

that nation that have the greatest power, the highest oa.paoity 

for doing the work the world needs to have done. 

We ere an industrial city. Let us eduoate our boys and 

girls for e:f'fieianoy, so that if they go int.o our industries they 

may qualify either ae workers or as captains of industry. Let 

the sta.-rnp "Made in Cleveland" mean the guarantee- of quality and 

the impress of intelligence. Let it �ean hQnestly and skilfully 

ma.de, !!lade with intelligence, with the suggestion of style, and 

with that touch of taste qrhioh transforms a blook of marble or a 

mass of iron into a work of art. 

I suppoae an ideal aity ought to have a large population, 

ought to be rich in prosperity, ought to he.ve tile beet service

from its public utilities. ought to bave an efficient adminia­

trat1o� 1n all its bueinesa departments, ough� to have a splen� 

didly organized system of schoole, ought to have Art ensn.rined in 

a glorious museum, and Literature and Kueic beautifully and nobly 

houaed. A oity might have all these and not be ideal. 
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It would not be ideal unless it l'u:\S one thing more. A 

oity is not ideal until it ie a free city. It must be a free city 

-- self-governing; free -- from legislative shackle• whioh enchain 

the free-will and action of the people; tree ... from the political 

bossism of political parties, and from the domination ot self'ish 

privileged inte�eats. 

T.he people o:C Cleveland or of any city a.re not free until

they are really self-governing, e.a President Fauno·e of Brown 

Univeroity well said, 11 Tb 

tunity oi' the worst men. 11 

i�ctivity of �he best neana the oppor• 

That explains the failure of sc many 

of our American oitie$ -- ·t,he inactivity of the best .bas been the. 

opportunity of the worst man. We have failed in our American 

cities, not because we are incapable of aelf�governmcnt, but be• 

oauee never seriously have we set ourselves to the business of 

govern1ng ou:rselvea. We will not be freo until we a.ooept earnestly 

Linooln's meaQage to Arnorioa -- government must be of the people, 

by the p9ople and for the people; goverrunant of the people, with 

the oonsent of tho governed; government by the people, by a free 

electorate, either direot or through honestly ohoaen repreaenta• 

tives
1 

who shall oa not the ruler.a but the oervants of the people; 

and for the people, not for privileged interests, but for the 

people, �or the life and the well-boing and the interest• ot all 

the peopl.e in tho oi ty, with justice tc all. Our own ltayor :Saker 

ha.a very aptly said, •The freedom ot the oity is the salvation 

• 
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of the nation." The nation will be saved when our citiea are 

really free. 

Cleveland is a peculiar c 1 ty. Its :tiopula:tion is one•thircl 

foreign. We have a cosmopolitan citizenship• ooming :from fifty 

oountriee and from all the oontinonta of the earth. We nave a 

polyglot popula. tion• speaking forty-seven d1:f"1"e1·ent languages, 

aooording to the United States Census of 1910. Let us endeavor to 

make our cosmopolitan o1t1zeneh1p and our polyglot. population 

render useful service as workers in every field of human endeavor. 

Let. us help them to fill an honorable place in American l.ife. 

Let, us learn how to utilize their strength and to develop their

finest possibilities. How true 1a the thought of President But­

ler of Columbia University, in his address before the University 

of Copenhagen, oonoerning the immigrants who go to Amerioa,-�
are 

those who go /.enkindled by "imagination and energy," who seek 

in America a better opportunity for themaelvea and their ohil• 

dren, who ha.te oppression and tyranny, who believe in and love 

liberty. Let us of America learn to develop their working power, 

and to inspire these thousands and milliona to uae:ful citizenship. 

We should not encourage, nay, we should trown down, we 

.should make impossible, in Cleveland, a little Italy,or a little 

Hungary, or a little Russia, or a little anything else. Our oity 

should be one big America. Let us endeavor to oreate a unity o� 

spirit, emphasizing always the things whioh unite the people, 

,. . 
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and not the things wh1oh divide. Let us 1n�pire this oosmopoli­

tan citizenship, this polyglot population, by civio ideala, with 

love for oi�y; by American ideals, with love for country. 

I have great faith in Cleveland -- I have lived lwre twenty 

years. I have faith in its future aa a great buainese center� 

I need not emphasize for you its bueinoss advantagea. Cleveland 

is sa.id to be the natural meeting point oi" the ore ooming down 

the lakes and of the ooal adJaoent to our city. We have natural 

advantages wh1oh make Cleveland one of the oho sen ai ties of this 

111.rn:l. 

But I have faith in Cleveland bocauee I ve :f'ai,:;h in 

the character of i�s people, in the spirit of the city, in the 

power of its manhood and 1,voma.nhood. Cleveland will not, be the 

ideal city if it aims to be like Jeruealem
t 

or Athens, or Rome, 

or if it a2pirea to be like one of the wo!'ld ca.pi ta.la o'l' Europe 

-- JJa,l'iS, Berlin or rJondon. Cle7elo.11d may, in the next few dec­

ades, rit3e to tho rank of the f1ft;h or even the fourth oity of 

this country -- pPrria�s z1ever �ill Oleveland. p:iss or equa.l Phila.• 

delphia or Chicago or Uew York; but in your lifetime and mine, 

Cleveland may beooa1e really the firet city in Amer1oe.! 

First in 1'1'eedom, th� first city in America in the inde­

pendence and character of its citizenehiPt the firet city of 

America in the public apirit of ite people, in the ecoperation 

and the enthusiasm of all for public eervioe; the .fi1�st city of 

.... 

-... 
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in high aims and in jue·t purposes; the first city in 

the spirit of the people of all classes, 1n whioh the rich and 

the poor, the workers with bra.in and with brawn are joined to• 

gether to build a city of justice and good-will, t!J.e firat city 

in which there aha.ll have been effected a unio!l of all t.he oivio 

toroes, in which all belic�ers in good government fight together, 

not as .. �e.inat, but with one another• in order to establish 

the good government in which we ull believe. 

I am atrone;ly im.prossed with -the con,.riction that we of 

Cleveland e.hou.ld orcanize a Commission to survey our field; 

to study the needs of Clevolc,nd; t<.' 1nvea1;igate whe.t a.�..hievemente 

a.re possible for ue; to sum up all our :forces, aomn:eroial, indus­

trial, civic, educational� aocial; tc make ,ose1ble the ��aliza� 

tion o:f' our strength and the revelation cf our weakness; to give 

us the olear vision cf our oppor·tuni ty and the:.cefore Qt OU:!'" ob• 

ligation. 

Cleveland o;.,.n live up to this ideal. 1:fo one orri;an1zation 

oan do thie work alone. We can lead .�e oa.n inspire. e oan 

diretlt the enthusiaer:i. nnd the power of t . .ne people. We. need 1.n 

Cleveland the spirit o:f' oooperati on -• the cooperation of 100n and 

organizations now divided by aoorat anta.goniarJS and somet1rne8 by 

open opposition. Y� need the union o:f all our oivia f'orco..,. 

We need tho enliatment of the people, awakening their pride, their 

ambition, ·t.heir tJnthuaiaEJm towai·de the a.oh.tevemant, of the noblest 
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ideals of the city. 

I see berore me men who have made a eucceos in life. It 

is because they have made a success that Cleveland is a suooess­

ful city. »en who succeed are usually men of power; their power 

may be limited in kind, but they are men of power. Electric 

energy is stored up in men. It is the nation's greatest resource. 

We men und women who are the builders of the city, the construe• 

tive foroee in the development o� the nation, have stored up in 

us this electric energy, this wonderful human power t�t can 

tra.naform our city, our nation and our oivilization. 

You have stood by the aide of Niagara and have been en­

thralled by its beauty; perhaps a viaion ot the power generated 

by Niagara's falling waters has gripped your imagination. Thia 

power has been running to waste fer ¢entur1ea. Now man would 

harness it to hia wonderful chariot. I speak figuratively •. I 

would not destroy its beauty. May the glory ot Niagara continue 

f'rom generation to generation ae one of the wonders of the world! 

In human be 1ngs, a lTiagara of human power ha.a bsen running

to waste, century after oontury. There is no power greater than 

human power -- most wonderful, most powerful of all in the world. 

The machinery is standing ready, waiting for the motive power, 

waiting for you, waiting for human enthusiasm, for human energy, 

waiting for the electric current to thrill into motion and aotion. 

If you apply the power in you, men and women of Cleveland, Cleve• 

land may be the ideal city of America. 




