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• 
Rabbi lries at The Temple, 

CHARITY MY RELIGION. 

The moming o:f Atonement., 
Monday, October 9, 1906 • 

Charity is a good religion. The old Hebrew word 11Zedoko 11 ., charity, means 
also justice and righteousness, than which there is no better religion. The Prophet 

Micah oommanded .. 11Jlo ~ustioe, live mercy and walk humbly with God. 1Tis the message 
of Daniel to King Nebuohadneszar. Break off your tins by Zedoko • ohari ty ... righteoua-­
neaa, and thy iniquities bf shewing mercy to the poor. Thus the Rabbis taught .. charity, 
righteousness and repentance avert the evil decree. 

~herefore it is, that the Jews throughout the aenturies and everywhere in the 
world have been distinguished for oharity. 11'is not s0111ething which the Jews were 

.,, taught by Chl'tstiani ty or Mohammedanism or by any new philosophy. Out of the old Bible 
c the world lell?1'1ed the peinoiples ot charity. It charity be your religion, remember ,. V that religion taught mankind ~ity. 

• 

Jews haye always cared for their own. With us 1 tis historic pride. Formerly 

' 11 it was necessity. !he world knows not our poor. To our glory be it said, JOws have 
) helped their thouaande trom poYerty and harclahip to the oi,en ~r ·ot opportunit7. 

All Israel are b:r&thren in suffering end in sorrow, Jews e.lways bear a double burden. 
lie care for our own poor and help with the poor about us, Oharity ia more than money, 
money is tar trom tho whole of charity. Lot us praotioe oharity, not of aoney but of 

the spirit. Lot the spirit ot charity- rule us • the hum.ane interest in our tellowmen~ing 
the humane feelings for them that need• philanthropy, the love ot man. 

Let olmrity be your ~ligion. Glori!'y the social spirit ot the a,ee. It js 
in harmony with ~od Judaiaa. Judaism had the strong soeial spirit• Its law-book and 
its literature, more than the sacred book of any other relieion, emphasised the care 

' tor the poor and the weak and the stranger, the fatherless 8ll the widow. 

It is not eno~ that J'u.daiSJll should proclaim oharity. Jews should practioe 
charity. Charity as religion demands a new attitude towards life. It means that ,re 

should be &888r to do e;ood., seeking opportunities for service. It meal'la that ,re shall 



• 

• 

make lite, your lite and my lite, worth more to the world. !he Prophet Isaiah 

spoke the truth strongly and plainly .. •The fast which God hath ohoaen is to loose 

l. the banda ot wickedness~ to undo heavy bur4ens; to tree ta GppreHedJ to break yokes; 

to feed the hmgry; to shelter the outtlllat poor; to clothe the naked. !hen sl'wt thou 

v oall and God w:tll .-anner; thou shalt ar, ·end He rill say 1Here I-• 




