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Feb. '7t h, 104. 

ABRAHAM LIMBO L N. 

I shall speak of the lives of great Americans - great Americans who were 

born in February. February is the month of ft,mericenisa. The Fouth of July, Decor• 

ation and Thanksgiving days are our national hol; days. They have been given over 

to noise and confusion and merry-making and games and sports. They have lost tmir 

patriotism. February distinguished by the birthdays of Washington end of Lincoln 

is the patriotic month of the • 

Lincoln was born of humblest parentage in a home as poor and as rude as the 

llome tf any one present here. He had no schooling. He was not favored with the ad• 

vc.ntage of an education. Not one of us but hsrl more advantages and more opportunM 

ities. In the true sense however,� proved himself a thoronghly educated man. 

Hie life-story - born in a rude cottage to die honored president of a mighty people -

i& the most impressive lesson which Democracy cen teach. His life preaches the di�­

nity of labor, or honeat labor. 

Lincoln possessed the insight of genius • to perceive the movement of 

mankind toward liberty. Brave and honest were the words :•I believe this government 

cannot endure permanently half-slave and half free.• Lincoln's answer to Greeley, de­

claring that he would save the Union - with or without slavery - reveals the chan­

acter of the man. His honest statement of great issues should be a lesson to our 

politicel leaders and teachers. He stirred the conscience of the nation. Heap• 

pealed to the morality of a great people. He stated honestly the moral issues at 

stake. 

The emancipation proclama.tion ranks next to the Declaration of Independence 

as an historic document in American history. About four millions of slavea were fraeu. 

Lincoln's word and Linceiln's action gave mighty impetus to the cause of human freedom 

throughout the world. Emancipation is still needad.. .Ahxaiider the Second of Russia 

emancipated the lerfs, but the pr•••n• tsar has yet to giva freedom to the four mil• 
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lion Jews who suffer and die in Russian slavery. Freedom of opportunity, freedum iu 

lite, freedom to toil, freedom to develop body ru1u mind and soul. 

We, ourselves must be c.wc11'lCJ..l:"at�n,; v;a must fight in the cause of human freedom. 

to bring freedom end life to all who are in bondage. 

Emancipation haa cane for the slave, but justice is not yet to the negro. 

There is ante-negro prejudice - Ncrth e.s well as South. We have given freedoa to the 

slaves, let us give opportunity to the Negro, to develop to the best that is possible 

for him. Let us hold America true to her noblest traditions. Forever must she be 

land of freedom and continue home of justice. 

Lincoln had faith in the people. He trusted the nation. Said he .. "With public 

swntiment - nothing cen fail; without public sentiment - nothing can succeed.• 

His words and his practice should teach a useful lesson to those statesmen and lead­

ers of our generation who even whilst they pretend to speak his name with love end 

reverence - dU.regard the will of the people. Onrtie says of Lincoln - •He is one 

who unite�a Washington's integrity to the democratic faith of Jefferson, whose loyal 

heart beats true to the heart of the people.• 

Lincoln revealed a deep faith in God end an over-ruling Providence. He may 

not have been a good Ohristi!lll, orthodox he surely was not, but he was deeply relig• 

icus; he hl!ld faith in God, in righteousness and in justice. Lincoln was strong of 
mind, strong,of heart, strong intellectually end strong·morally. 
and 81'dns6ioR86i•ne1ut,ta•nngljnt••Mo•tatJt u�t•srengWM►♦m�9a..�n 
He belc,ngs�to the truly great of all History. Washington and Lincoln 
are the two greatest sons of America, but Lincoln more than Washington is the 

product of American independence and AmerieM freedom, end of Amerieen institutions. 

True .is the thought of Woodrow Willson - Lincoln ••••. was the supreme American of our 

history. 

We read again the beautiful lines of Lowell's commemoration ode -

•For �im her old-wcrld mulls aside she threw,
Andi": choosing sweet cl�y from the breast

6f the unexhausted west, 
With stuff untainted shaped a hero new, 
Wise, stee.dfast·in the strength of God, and true • 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

These all are gone, and, standing like a tower, 
Our children shall behold his frune,
The kindly earnest, brave, fore-deeing man, 
Se.gacious, patient, dreading praise, not bl81lle, 
new birth of our new soil, the first A!:nerican.• 




