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rabbi Moges J. Oriem, af The Temple, At the Annual Bsnquet of the

Cleveland, Ohio. Brooklyn Federation of Jevish Charities

A Solution for the Prohlem of Poverty.

Yonderful is the vision of a great eitys It synmbolizes man's
achievement and power.

But a few steps lead from the parade of pomp and pride and power,
to ronlsrty. From the magie world of weauty, quickly we pass to squalor and wretched-
nesss In the shadow of the palaees of 1ight loom dark tenements and disty hwols‘
whi ch have no rizht to exist. Half the vorld does not know Mow the otimr half lives.

The proklem of our Jewish poor does not originate in Brooklyn or
On;tor New York, nor yet in Amerioa, but thousands of miles aoross the sea and
acress the continent, in the benighted barbarism of tyranny, under the despotiem of
Russia and of Easternm Europes It will never be solved here until 1t 1e solved there.

The immigrent comes, as lary Antin says, poverty in his baggage,
wvant in kis pookets, hut nobkle dreams and kigh ideals are hidden bheneath his greasy
eaftan.

@ive vhile you live. Carnegie says it is a disgrace to die rich.
1 welieve it is a disgrace to live rioh mnd not give.

Give your money and yourselves. %Not alms but a friend® is the
vatchword of modern charity.

The problem of charity is the problem of jun‘tioo. The poor need
not alms, but justices Let us right the wroncslq‘;‘ m.qmu‘if %ﬂ injustios, and
the oppression of the poor. One thing and one only will solve ths prodlem of
poverty. I Mave faith in one mighty idea = in one sll-conquering principles I have
abiding faith in Jjustieces

Po not believe that whatever is is right; that what has been, must
forever We¢ Ameriea 1s the last cowmntry dn the world to have patience with that
doetrine. We have revolutionized human governments We have dethroned aristocracy
and have established demooracye ¥We have changed the very oharaoter of human society.

It 48 one of my heresies, that £t I will not accept either the



teaching of the 01d or the New Testament, that the needy shall not cease out eiv’_ﬂth
’ "f.‘:‘&;’or that the poor ye have always with yous They hav'e not oeased - they aﬁlﬁi
kave heen + they will be for oenturies to oome, but not forevers It is contrary to
my belief in God and to my faith dn the fulfillment of the Messianio ideala. The
coming of a Messiah will not bring salvation from sin, but must 1ift the yoke of
oppression and break the shackles of suffering.
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I beliove vhat ouvght to bo,om be and will %a.
The religion, of charity and of justioce - the Hebrew word is the same for
Both « eannot be interyre;ed in terms of money, nor expreesed by offerings of gold
silver. Its interpretation must de through life and {ts interpreintisx expresaion
in the attitude and pwrpose of life - in ecial enthusiasm « in the desire to
serve our fellowmen - 4{n the passion for Justiocs, wvhioh will not tolerate injustioce.
Everywhere the Jews of this sountry are waiting for the charities of
Greater New York to federates The poor of Brooklyn belong to New Yorks You cannot
include Brooklyn for population and erxclude its poore UCreater New York contains the
greatest Jevisk community of all history.s It is higgest in number, in wealth and e
in poverty. It should be the greatest in hand and heart end mind, in itz firm gresp,
in its genkng generous iWe, in 1ts stateamanlike solution of our difficult perplex-
ing problems-in the "largeness of its charity and the earnestness of its humanity.¥
The Jews of Arerica deserve everlasting eredit for the ocourage and
willingness with which they have met their great Wurden. fThere has never been a
like kurden in all the tragic history of Israsel. It is the glory of American
Iaracl, that its ablest and hest men and wemen have given themselves in consecoration
to service. It is the greatest happiness to know one's life of valte to one's
fellownen.
Coordinate the soolal foroes of the oity. Utilize the social power of
the people.
| The problems of the Poor need you. If ever the same commanding ability,
the same wvonderiul genius & organigation, the same tireleas and unoceasing u;ergy
which have revolutionimed comnerce and indestry, were applied to the problems of
the Poor, we woulddestroy the shame of our great oi ties, the tenements and the nlm.;,
We would rebuild and recreate tke Plagus oenters into health mters’- and in one
single generation we would transform soocial iisorder into soslal order and regenerate

)
our humm society for the happiness and well-deing of humankind.





